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Patch a few words together
The Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Mary Oliver died
on Jan. 17 at the age of 83. Her poetry is inspiring,
extensive, and contains many spiritual themes.
This is one of my favorite poems:
“Praying” by Mary Oliver
It doesn’t have to be the blue iris,
it could be weeds in a vacant lot,
or a few small stones;
just pay aAenBon, then patch
a few words together
and don’t try to make them elaborate.
This isn’t a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence
in which another voice may speak.
When you do not know what to say in prayer, follow Oliver’s advice, “just pay aKenLon, then
patch a few words together.”

Journeying with you,

Pastor Jill

Religion in the News
East Carolina University recently discussed how religion factors in to studying new
cultures. In late January four panelists discussed their experiences while studying
abroad and encouraged others to take the leap.
“Religion and culture go hand-and-hand, so learning more about various religions also
teaches us more about the people and culture where a parLcular religion may be
dominant,” said Amanda Gantz, who is the EducaLon Abroad supervisor for Global
Aﬀair for East Carolina University.
Gantz said people think studying a religion they are not familiar with can be perceived
as a negaLve light on their own religion, but studying other religions can help people
learn about the world around them.
ACTS
ACTS had its ﬁrst meeLng of the year on Jan. 6. It started with a work session which
included helping the Worship commiKee take down the Christmas decoraLons at both
the house and church, organizing the storage room in the basement, hanging up and
puZng away the costumes from the living naLvity, organizing the church kitchen,
boxing dishes to take to Goodwill, and cleaning out the garage.
A pizza and salad lunch was enjoyed by all and was followed by a planning meeLng.
ACTS will be selling BuKer Braids again this year for Easter. Watch for more
informaLon.
Windy City Bulls Game
On Friday, March 15, join us at the Sears Center for a Windy City Bulls basketball game
at 7 p.m. It’s Faith and Family Night. Tickets are $20 each and include a 100-level seat,
a food voucher (hot dog, chips and boKled water) and a donaLon to Feed My Starving
Children. This event was well aKended last year and we look forward to another fun
family night out. See Liz Patz to purchase your Lckets; 312-848-1349
Missions in Ministry
Open Door was overwhelmed with the generosity of St Paul’s when we delivered the
60 presents on Dec. 5. Thank you to everyone for their support of this great Mission.
Missions and ChrisLan EducaLon will be partnering for our Lenten Project with
Anderson Animal Shelter. Watch the Sunday announcements for more informaLon in
the next couple of weeks.

CPR Class
Please let me know if you are interested in a CPR class. I would set it up for February
and usually on a Saturday morning. Six have done this and more would be great,
especially if working with children. Thank you, Polly Russell
Thank you
To my wonderful church family, I want to thank all of you who came to see me at
Avondale and sent cards and notes and kept in touch with me by phone during my
recovery. It sure kept my spirits up and was so upliiing to keep working hard to get
back to church and my special friends. I appreciate everything you did for me with all
my heart and soul. I'll be back very soon to see all of you. God has blessed me with my
life and friends and family to keep me going. Thank you again for all you did for me.
Blessings to all,
Judy Olsen
Sign Up for Alerts
Before we know it, winter storms will be upon us. In order to keep informed about
church cancellaLons, we have set up an account through Remind. If you signed up
previously you do not need to do anything. If you have not signed up, or if your email
or phone number changed, please follow the steps below:
-To sign up for text alerts from St. Paul’s text @stpaulsuc to 224.231.5038. You will
immediately get a text back asking for your name. Reply with your name.
-To sign up to receive email alerts send an email to stpaulsuc@mail.remind.com. You
can leave the subject and message of the email blank.
If you do not have texLng or email, sign up to receive a phone call by calling the
church oﬃce and asking to be put on the Church Closing Alert List.
Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of December were $33,115.89. Our spendable
income came to $33,065.89 including our OCWM income of $388.
We had a charitable income of $50.00 for the month of January. It was distributed as
follows: $50 to the Christmas (Veterans Cross) fund.
We are collecLng “J” Dollars for a handicap-accessible entrance to the Mission House
and a handicap-accessible washroom in the Mission House. This month we collected
$62 towards that project for a total of $1,436.10 for the year.

Sunday School Book Wish List
Sunday School wants to grow and revitalize our learning library for classroom use. We will use our Sunday School
budget to purchase a few books at a Lme. However, if you would like to gii a new book to Sunday School, we
created a Wish List of books on Amazon.com. The online link to our public wish list is hKp://a.co/1gGP7be or you
can pick up a printed list from the classroom on Sunday. You can use this book list to shop for other children in
your life too!
Reminder
If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized please contact the church oﬃce. Also, if you have a pastoral
need or would like a pastoral visit, please contact the oﬃce or Pastor Jill.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebraLng a birthday in the month of February are:
Marilyn Straub (Feb. 7)
Hildegard Lauber (Feb. 8)
Stephanie Schmidt (Feb. 12)
Paula DeFarno (Feb. 20)
Joan Clements (Feb. 28)

Tad Gluchman (Feb. 8)
BreK Wolfe (Feb. 9)
Debbie Monteith (Feb. 16)
Ralph Ward (Feb. 22)

Those celebraLng anniversaries in February are:
Douglas and Jennifer Volkening (Feb. 17)
Lorrel and Susan PeKy (Feb. 18)
Marvin and Marilyn Straub (Feb. 19)
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