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Lovers and Fools
This year the Lenten calendar is playing double duty
with Ash Wednesday falling on Valen:ne’s Day and
Easter falling on April Fool’s Day.
The UCC Pastor Vince Amlin said this about this unique
season:
As Chris:ans, we always live between two
calendars. We celebrate a new year in
November. We’re confused when our pastor
insists on green paraments for the ﬁrst week in
July, not red, white and blue. We set aside this
season for solemn study and reﬂec:on, and to
the rest of the world it remains six ordinary
weeks between Valen:ne’s and April Fool’s
Day.
How then should we observe this crowded
season? What does Lent have to do with lovers
and fools?
Since the answer to every ques:on in a
children’s sermon is either “love” or “Jesus,”
maybe that one’s easy. But is Lent for fools?
Leave your ashes on for that roman:c dinner,
and you may have your answer. Or tell one of
your smart Atheist friends you believe in the
Resurrec:on.
This season and its stories, set us apart, put us
on a diﬀerent :meline. We spend our days
worshipping a God in love with weakness;
following a foolish savior, even to the cross.
This Lent we will explore the theme “Lovers and Fools”
in worship and at the Lenten retreat.

Sunday, Feb. 25
Foolish Followers
Sunday, March 4
Wise Fools
Sunday, March 11
Ul:mate Love
Sunday, March 11
Ul:mate Love
Sunday, March 18
Deep In Our Hearts
Sunday, March 25 - Palm Sunday
Genius or Fool?
Sunday, April 1- Easter (7 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.) The
Ul:mate Joke

Wednesday, Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday (7 p.m.)
A Diﬀerent Kind of Valen:ne

Annual Lenten Retreat-Saturday, March 10, 9:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. Ajendees get a copy of the UCC Devo:on
Book Lovers and Fools.

Sunday, Feb. 18
My Beloved

Journeying with you,
Pastor Jill

Sunday School - Workshops are back!
We changed things up in Sunday School for the month of January and dedicated three weeks to
drama—ac:ng, props and costumes galore! (If you missed the premier viewing of our Wise
Men produc:on in worship, check out St. Paul’s Facebook page.)
Sunday, Jan. 28, kicks oﬀ our next nine-week workshop rota:on. We’ll be studying three bible
stories: the Lord’s Prayer, the Four Friends (and the man they lowered through the roof to Jesus)
and the Holy Week story, the Woman Anoints Jesus. Workshops planned include Art, Science,
Cooking, Drama, Music and Storytelling.
Our nursery staﬀ is also ready with age appropriate ac:vi:es for our youngest friends. Bring your
grand-kids and remind kids to bring their friends!
Scout Sunday
Calling all Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and Scout leaders of all ages! Are your kids in Scouts? Are your
grand-kids in Scouts? Suit them up and get them to church on Sunday, March 4, for Scout Sunday,
an annual recogni:on and celebra:on of the kids and adults dedicated to scou:ng and service.
We will recognize the scouts at the start of worship and then con:nue the celebra:on aner
worship with cake!
Holy Humor Sunday
This Holy Humor Sunday on April 8 we are excited to welcome to St. Paul’s the Rev. Dr. Thom
Bower and his performance ministry Proverbial Fools. Pastor Thom explains Holy Humor Sunday
as “an invita:on to set aside our fears, our worries and the troubles of our hearts to laugh in joy
because we are certain in our faith of the resurrected Christ. On this day, we come to worship with
a new sense of freedom, a renewed commitment to celebra:on, a desire to risk being
transformed by love. This is a day to gently provoke ques:ons, to laugh at our own humanity, and
to smile at the onen-odd ways that God has shown love to us.”
Proverbial Fools is a nonproﬁt organiza:on that promotes play and wonder, coming together,
seeking wisdom and pursuing jus:ce (proverbialfools.org). Get the word out!
Pancake Breakfast
Please join us on Feb. 11 as the children of St Paul’s will be serving you a pancake breakfast right
aner the church service. The menu includes pancakes, sausage, coﬀee, milk and juice. There will
be a good will oﬀering and the proceeds will go to the Lenten Project of pajamas and books for
children. Anyone interested in helping with this fun event, please contact Karen Smith or Janet
Werner.
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Pajama and a Book Drive
The Missions Ministry team is partnering with Chris:an Educa:on to host a Pajama and Book
Drive this Lenten season at St. Paul’s. The drive will collect brand new pajamas and an ageappropriate bed:me book for kids in need.
We are partnering with U-46 and two Elgin elementary schools. Our goal is to donate brand
new pajamas and new books for 30 local students in need. Sizes and ages will be ready at the
Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, Feb. 14. We were inspired by the New York-based Pajama
Program’s Good Night Bill of Rights: “Every child has the right to wear fresh, clean pajamas to bed
and to enjoy a bed:me story that ﬁres their imagina:on. Every child has the right to feel valued
and validated as a human being. Every child has the right to a good night and a good day.”
Holy Week Walk
Children (and their parents or grandparents) are invited to our second annual Holy Week Walk
workshop on Saturday, March 18, from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Through storytelling and hands-on
ac:vi:es, we learn the stories of Jesus and the disciples during the last week of Jesus’ life.
Last year we were joined by the disciples Peter and Majhew! The workshop ends with an Easter
Egg Hunt on the church grounds—a resurrec:on celebra:on of Easter Sunday. More info to come.
Church Bench
St. Paul’s is collec:ng plas:c lids that can be recycled to make a bench for our church. Please see
the list for which lids are acceptable. Containers for collec:ng the lids are by the coat hooks in the
back cross from the nursery. For more informa:on, contact Ginny Mursewick at 847.354.0796.
Lids that are acceptable are: cojage cheese container lids, mayonnaise jar lids, yogurt lids,
peanut bujer jar lids, ice cream bucket lids under 8 in., cool whip container lids, coﬀee can lids,
cream cheese container lids, bujer container lids, prescrip:on bojles (labels removed). Caps
Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of January were $14,883.85. Our spendable income came to
$14,883.85, including our OCWM income of $355.
We had such great charitable dona:ons in the previous months that we have taken a hiatus un:l
we start collec:ng for our Lenten Mission project, which will be pajamas and books for some
U-46 schools.
We voted on Jan. 28 at our congrega:onal mee:ng to use our “J” Dollars for a handicapaccessible entrance to the Mission House and a handicap-accessible washroom in the Mission
House.
Save the Date
We paid oﬀ the mortgage and now it is :me to celebrate! On Sunday, May 20, we will be
celebra:ng the terriﬁc milestone. If you are interested in planning this event, please contact
Karen Westerman at 847.727.9973

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebra:ng a birthday in the month of February are:
Marilyn Straub (Feb. 7)
Hildegard Lauber (Feb. 8)
Stephanie Schmidt (Feb. 12)
Paula DeFarno (Feb. 20)

Tad Gluchman (Feb. 8)
Brej Wolfe (Feb. 9)
Debbie Monteith (Feb. 16)
Ralph Ward (Feb. 22)

Those celebra:ng anniversaries in February are:
Douglas and Jennifer Volkening (Feb. 17)
Lorrel and Susan Pejy (Feb. 18)
Marvin and Marilyn Straub (Feb. 19)
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