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Hurry Up and Wait
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning. Psalm 130:5-6
As soon as Halloween is over, stores start reminding us
that Christmas is almost here. As the holiday gets closer,
Christmas adverAsing and decoraAons pick up to a franAc
pace. Black Friday sales and Christmas specials tell us that
if we snooze, we lose. Even in the church, we ﬁll our Ame
of Advent waiAng with extra services and acAviAes, so that
by the Ame Christmas arrives, we are just glad we made it
through and survived.
While it would be nice if our Ame of preparaAon for
Christmas was calm and relaxing, I imagine Mary and
Joseph were franAc as they prepared for Jesus’ birth. ARer
their long journey to Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph had to
ﬁnd a last-minute place to deliver their ﬁrst-born child.
Most likely they felt anxious and were ready for the long
wait of pregnancy to be over.
Whether your Advent is ﬁlled with paAent waiAng, franAc
last-minute shopping, or hurried preparaAon for Ame with family and friends, remember that God is waiAng with
you. Our waiAng at Advent is just a glimpse of the waiAng that we experience as we wait for the Kingdom of God to
be realized on earth. In our waiAng may we be ﬁlled with excited expectaAon that God will meet us with hope.
Journeying with you,

Pastor Jill

Thank you
Thank you for all of the expressions of sympathy we received following the death of my mother. Losing someone we
love is diﬃcult but we put our trust in the resurrecAon and await the day when “God will wipe every tear from their
eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain” (RevelaAon 21:4).

Council Vice President
In January the posiAon for Council Vice President will be available. This posiAon assists the
president, oversees the ﬁnance commiaee and chairs meeAngs when the president is
absent. The vice president posiAon is a two-year posiAon that transiAons to president for
two more years. If you are interested in learning more about this ministry opportunity, talk
to Karen Westerman, Pastor Jill or any member of Council.
A Living Na>vity
St. Paul's is hosAng a living naAvity on Sunday, Dec. 16! An outdoor 20-minute narrated
program with live people and live animals will be presented at 4 p.m., 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. Inbetween programs, guests are invited to roast marshmallows around a ﬁre-pit, take photos
under our fesAve gazebo or slip inside for homemade cookies and hot chocolate. This is a
free event, our Christmas giR to the community.
We are so excited for this church event and want to thank everyone who has already
donated candy canes, marshmallows and their Ame to see that this event takes place. For
those of you who sAll wish to contribute, please feel free to make a monetary donaAon to
help defray the cost of this special event.
Pajama Worship
Our 3rd Annual Pajama Worship is scheduled as always on the Sunday aRer Christmas. This
year it is December 30! All ages are invited to aaend church in your comﬁest, coziest holidaythemed pajamas. In worship we will celebrate the coming new year and honor the old. We
will hear and see a message from three storybooks. ARer worship, everyone is invited to
coﬀee hour with an oatmeal bar (and other sweet treats). Get Pajama Worship on your
family calendar now!
Fellowship and Hospitality
Hospitality Ministry served a luncheon aRer services were held for Donald Mensching on
Nov. 3 at the church. There were 122 people who aaended to share memories with the
family of a life well lived.
We were glad to be a part of that day.
Advent Study
Everyone is invited to grab a cup of coﬀee and some treats and head to the ministry house
Sundays in December for a bible study to prepare us for Christmas. The study will be based
on the UCC Advent DevoAonal “Come Lord Jesus.” If you long for a world that is illuminated
by God’s love, join us in praying this Advent, “Come, Lord Jesus.” If you can long for the
renewal of humanity and the end of violence, join us in praying this Advent, “Come, Lord
Jesus.”

Sign Up for Alerts
Before we know it, winter storms will be upon us. In order to keep informed about church
cancellaAons, we have set up an account through Remind. If you signed up previously you
do not need to do anything. If you have not signed up, or if your email or phone number
changed, please follow the steps below:
-To sign up for text alerts from St. Paul’s text @stpaulsuc to 224.231.5038. You will
immediately get a text back asking for your name. Reply with your name.
-To sign up to receive email alerts send an email to stpaulsuc@mail.remind.com. You can
leave the subject and message of the email blank.
If you do not have texAng or email, sign up to receive a phone call by calling the church
oﬃce and asking to be put on the Church Closing Alert List.
PoinseEas Order
It is Ame to order your poinselas. They are available in red or white and the cost is $10 for
each. All orders must be in the church oﬃce by Dec. 10. Please remember to take your plant
home aRer the Christmas Eve service.
Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of October were $22,842. Our spendable income came to
$11,747 including our OCWM income of $407.
We had a charitable income of $95 for the month of November. It was distributed as
follows: $75 to the Neighbors in Need fund and $20 to the Youth Ministry.
We are collecAng “J” Dollars for a handicap-accessible entrance to the Mission House and a
handicap-accessible washroom in the Mission House. This month we collected $100
towards that project for a total of $1,263.10 for the year.
Sunday School Book Wish List
Sunday School wants to grow and revitalize our learning library for classroom use. We will
use our Sunday School budget to purchase a few books at a Ame. However, if you would like
to giR a new book to Sunday School, we created a Wish List of books on Amazon.com. The
online link to our public wish list is hap://a.co/1gGP7be or you can pick up a printed list
from the classroom on Sunday. You can use this book list to shop for other children in your
life too!
Reminder
If you know of someone who is sick or hospitalized please contact the church oﬃce. Also, if
you have a pastoral need or would like a pastoral visit, please contact the oﬃce or Pastor Jill.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Those celebraAng birthdays in the month of December are:
Marvin Straub (Dec. 2)
Arlyce Snipes (Dec. 6)
Vernon Knaak (Dec. 7)
David Starr (Dec. 10)
Aly Heinrich (Dec. 11)
Daniel Wayeshe (Dec. 14)
Michael Westerman (Dec. 15)
Alfred Hina, Jr. (Dec. 16)
Verona Mursewick (Dec. 16)
Ann Broihier (Dec. 18)
Beulah Swanson (Dec. 19)
Doris Weber (Dec. 19)
David Thompson (Dec. 21)
Lucille Monteith (Dec. 22)
Flora Kaiser (Dec. 25)
Russell Gould (Dec. 26)
Charlie Heinrich (Dec. 26)
Susan Peay (Dec. 31)
Those celebraAng anniversaries are:
Jay and JoAnn Shircliﬀ (Dec. 1)
David and Patricia Thompson (Dec. 19)
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