
 
 

 
 

Summer Worship Series: “Unraveled” 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

August 2, 2020 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Greeter’s Greeting 
 

Call to Worship 

God of mystery, You called Ananias by name, and he responded, 

“Here I am.” 

You called Paul to the work of your Church, and he responded 

By giving his life to your Word. 

Similarly, you call us into community and faith, 

So we respond with love and time, energy and hope. 

We respond with worship. 

Let us worship the God of transformation and grace. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song  Wherever Two or More Are Gathered 
 

Light the Candle and Prayer for Illumination 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession 

God of new life, 

What would we give to have you appear with a flash of light and a clear voice like 

you did for Saul? Maybe then, our doubts would disappear. 

Maybe then, we would live as you called us to live. 

However, when our lives depend on faith, we forget your surprising grace. 

Instead, we draw lines around enemies and friends, who’s in and who’s out. 

We see the “other,” faster than we see our “neighbor,” and refuse second chances. 

Pull the scales from our eyes. Help us see as you see.  

Help us live as you live, and forgive us when we fail to. Humbly we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance  
 

Time with Children 
 

Scripture  Acts 9:1-20 
 

Message  
 

Hymn   Here I am Lord 

Prayer Song  “Open My Heart”  Consider during the song: What has unraveled in your 

life? • What do ask God to weave back together? • What do you ask God to unravel or release? • What 

is something new you ask God to weave into your life? • Give thanks for God’s presence during times 

of unraveling 
 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Doxology 
 

Prayer of Dedication 

Thank you, God, for the gifts and ministries of your people.   

Grant that this offering given in thanksgiving  

for all the blessings you have given us  

will fill empty hearts with love  

and will proclaim your honor and glory in the name of Christ Jesus to all people.  Amen 
  

Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy God, we praise you for your love: bringing order out of chaos, breathing life into dust, 

leading captives into freedom, consuming false idols with holy fire, calling wandering children 

home, giving bread to the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, raising the dead to life. 

Therefore we join our voices with saints and angels and all the faithful of every time and place, 

saying, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Receiving the Bread and the Juice 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at our tables by granting us the 

presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase out love for one another, and send us forth into the 

world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  Old Rugged Cross 
 

Benediction 
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Songs and Hymns for Sunday, August 2 
 
 

Wherever Two or More Are Gathered 
 
Refrain: 
Wherever two or more are gathered,  
wherever two or more are gathered, 
Wherever two or more are gathered, 
I will be there. 
 
Verse 1 
I was there in the beginning, 
I’ll be with you till the end. 
You are all my children. 
You are all my friends. 
Yes, I’m the one who called you, 
and this is what I want you to do. 
Love each other as I have loved you. 

 
 
 
Refrain 
 
Verse 2 
I will teach you about living, 
I will teach you to forgive. 
I will teach you about giving. 
I will show you what love is. 
Yes, I’m the one who called you, 
and this is what I want you to do. 
Love each other as I have loved you. 
 
Refrain 

 
 

Here I Am Lord 

I, the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save 
I who made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

Refrain: 
Here I am, Lord 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go, Lord, if You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain 
I have borne my people's pain 
I have wept for love of them, they turn away 
I will break their hearts of stone 

Give them hearts for love alone 

I will speak my words to them 

Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 

 

 

The Old Rugged Cross 
 
1 On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 

the emblem of suffering and shame; 

and I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

for a world of lost sinners was slain. 

Refrain: 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, 

till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

and exchange it some day for a crown. 

2 O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 

has a wondrous attraction for me; 

for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above 

to bear it to dark Calvary. [Refrain] 

4 To that old rugged cross I will ever be true, 

its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

then he'll call me some day to my home far away, 

where his glory forever I'll share. [Refrain] 
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