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Expressing gratitude
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7
One of my favorite holidays is Thanksgiving. I
appreciate that there are no expectations of giving
gifts. I also like that the “main event” is gathering
around a table for a meal. Some families’
Thanksgiving tradition includes asking the guests
to share what they are thankful for. While this can
be a very meaningful practice, it can also feel
artificial. It may feel inauthentic because we are
not used to being reflective with our friends and
family. It might feel forced when we are not
given enough time to contemplate our blessings
because the stuffing is getting cold! Whatever the
reason, this tradition is not always as meaningful
as it could be.
I do believe that expressing our thanks is still important, even if it doesn’t happen around the
Thanksgiving table. Included in this newsletter is a Gratitude Calendar. For the entire month
of November, you are encouraged to take time daily to reflect on your blessings. On
Thanksgiving Sunday, Nov. 19, we will celebrate all of the things we are thankful for.
I count each of you as some of my greatest blessings.
Journeying with you,
Pastor Jill

Religion in the News
The refusal to serve cake has stirred up quite the controversy in Colorado.
On Oct. 30, about 1,300 clergy and faith leaders representing a half million church
goers from 50 unique faith traditions in the U.S. Ciled a friend-of-the-court brief to
the U.S. Supreme Court in the Masterpiece Cakeshop vs. Colorado Civil Rights
Commission cake.
A Colorado bakery denied the sale of a marriage cake to a same-sex couple. The
action was in direct violation of Colorado’s non-discrimination law. The Colorado
Civil Rights Commission and the state appellate court have ruled in favor of the
couple, Dave Mullins and Charlie Craig. The bakery is now asking for a
“constitutional exemption.”
The brief brings to light the dangers of the exemptions being sought in this case and
makes the argument that there should not be a license to discriminate based on
faith.
“It has been said that this case is about religious freedom or protecting religious
beliefs, but as you can see from the broad range of religious leaders on this brief,
that is not true,” said Rev. Marie Alford-Harkey, president and CEO of the Religious
Institute. “Our faiths afCirm the inherent worth and dignity of LGBTQ people and our
relationships.
The U.S. Supreme Court will hear oral argument in the Masterpiece case on Dec. 5.
In the weekend leading up to the oral arguments, clergy and congregations around
the country are expected to participate in a National Weekend of Prayer for LGBTQ
Justice.
Vision Sunday
On Sunday, Sept. 24, our vision consultant, Russ Graunke, shared in worship that in
order for our church to grow we each need to be doing evangelism or inviting
people to come to church. And because the E-Word, “Evangelism,” is intimidating,
Russ suggested a new E-word, “Excuses.”
In the next few months the vision team will be working with all of the ministries to
create multiple “excuses” for inviting people to church. Some of these excuses may
be children participating in worship, special music, sermon series or mission
projects. Be on the look out for ready-made excuses to invite your friends and
neighbors to come experience the good things happening at St. Paul’s.

Prayer Chain
The Women’s Auxiliary and the Calling and Caring Ministry would like to start a
prayer chain with their members. We will need a member of the family to let the
church know when their loved one is need of a Prayer Chain for that person. They
can notify the church ofCice, Pastor Jill, Ginny Mursewick or Judy Olsen and we will
take it from there.

Build-a-Meal
“ . . . for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me . . . ” Matt. 25:35
This year’s Build-a-Meal mission started on Oct. 29. You are invited to bring items
to build complete meals for the Elgin Interfaith Food Pantry. We are collecting
food items through Thanksgiving Sunday, Nov. 19. Each week we will focus on a
different area of the meal; however, you may bring items any week you wish. If
you want to change up the meal, you may bring breakfast items or even baby
food.
Here is how the collection will break down:
Nov. 5—Grains, pasta and pasta sauces
Nov. 12—Vegetables
Nov. 19—Fruit (any fresh fruit and veggies can be brought this day)
The response since beginning this mission has been phenomenal! When we join
together, much can happen. The items we each bring have been blessed by Jesus
to help feed more than we can imagine. Thank you for your continuing love and
care you show our local community.

Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of October were $16,658.99. Our spendable
income came to $15,658.99, including our OCWM income of $306.
We had charitable income of $931 for the month of October. Distribution of the
charitable income was as follows: $10 was for PADS from the sale of the
vegetables from the garden, $139 for Neighbors in Need and $782 for our
October Mission projects ($100 for Hurricane Relief, $607 from the Church
Sweep and $75 towards the Crop Walk).
A little update on the “J” Dollars: We have collected $20,331 since its inception.
The total bill for the sign and electricity to the sign is $20,224. We have now
collected enough to pay off our sign!
Save the Date
Jan. 19, 2018, is Faith Night at the Windy City Bulls. This is the Chicago Bulls
minor league team and they play at the Sears Centre Arena. More information
will be coming.
October Greeters
Nov. 5 Lorrel and Sue Petty
Nov. 19 Wayne and Linda Schambach

Nov. 12 Bill and Kay Guptail
Nov. 26 Ruth Volkening and Barb Kamp

St. Paul’s Heritage Fest

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebrating a birthday in the month of November are:
Jon Kobel
Bernice Bradley
Julia Terpstra
Aidan Wilson
Carol Graeff
Ruth Volkening
Jonathon Cowan

(Nov. 1)
(Nov. 5)
(Nov. 8)
(Nov. 8)
(Nov. 9)
(Nov. 11)
(Nov. 27)

Michael Heinrich
Lawrence Schmoldt
Dale Volkening
Marjory Dralle
Kenneth Volkening
Robert Reimer
James Pace

(Nov. 4)
(Nov. 8)
(Nov. 8)
(Nov. 9)
(Nov. 10)
(Nov. 24)
(Nov. 30)

Those celebrating anniversaries are:
Robert and Mary Wilms

(Nov. 22)

We want your pictures
If you take pictures at a church event please email them to Linda at stpauls4me@yahoo.com. Please
include any descriptions. Your photos could appear in the digital edition of The Chimes.

