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Tiny Faith
“Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’
and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.’”
MaAhew 17:20 (NIV)
On Sunday, May 20, we will celebrate a huge
accomplishment in the life of our congregaLon—our
mortgage being paid in full! Not only were we able to
completely pay oﬀ the new church, but it only took six
years to do so. Praise God!
This accomplishment is not the work of one person or
group, but instead the eﬀort of many Lny seeds of faith.
Seeds of faith were planted by our church ancestors who
stepped out in faith to lay the cornerstone for St. Paul’s in
1875. Seeds of faith were sowed as the church grew on
Division Street in downtown Elgin. Seeds of faith were
planted when the Futures CommiAee, Building CommiAee
and the ProperLes Ministries sold the property on Division
Street and imagined St. Paul’s in a new locaLon. Seeds of
faith were scaAered as the Capital Campaign CommiAee took on the challenge of raising the funds for our new
building. Seeds of faith were planted when we temporarily met at Fox Valley Fire and Safety. Seeds of faith grew
when we permanently moved into our new building in 2012. Seeds of faith conLnue to be planted as each one of us
gives of our prayers, Lme and resources to the ministries of St. Paul’s. Each of us might think, “I only have a liAle bit
to give. It won’t maAer.” But when each of our Lny seeds are combined, mountains can be moved.
As we look to the future, let us remember that we only need a Lny bit of faith for God to move mountains. In Mark
4:31-32 Jesus says the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed “which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of
all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches.” With only a liAle faith God can do amazing things!
Journeying with you
Pastor Jill

Religion in the News
Rev. Salvatore Sapienza, who preaches at the Douglas CongregaLonal United Church of Christ
in Douglas, Mich., took ﬁrst place in the Michigan Interfaith Power and Light’s 2018 Earth
Day Sermon Contest for his passage: “The Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” CiLng
Diana Butler Bass’ book Grounded, Sapienza said ChrisLans need to re-imagine the Church’s
three-Lered verLcal universe, with the devil down below, people on Earth in the middle and
God way up in Heaven, and embrace God everywhere in the world around us.
“We, as people of faith, are called to be caretakers of God’s creaLon, to be good stewards.
The word ‘steward’ means ‘guardian.’ We are called to be good stewards, to be guardians of
this garden, protectors of the planet. That is our ChrisLan calling,” Sapienza noted in his
sermon. “And, when we begin to shii our view of God from verLcal to horizontal, we begin
to see God in everything. And we begin to understand that when we hurt the environment,
we are hurLng God. We are here to honor our Mother Earth. We dishonor her when we turn
a blind eye to issues of environmental jusLce.”
Sapienza shared a recent Pew survey that claimed just 6% of all Americans say that their faith
inﬂuences whether there should be stronger policies in place to protect the environment.
Sapienza said there is a disconnect among ChrisLans between loving God and loving the
environment.
Capital Campaign Celebra7on
On Sunday, May 20, at 11 a.m. we will celebrate the compleLon of the Capital Campaign and
the mortgage being paid in full. We will have a brunch and program to celebrate this
amazing accomplishment. We could not have accomplished this without the prayers, giving,
and faithfulness of our enLre congregaLon. EVERYONE is invited to aAend this celebraLon,
which is free! You can RSVP at hAp://stpauluccelgin.org/ (at the boAom of the home page),
by calling the church oﬃce or by signing up at church. Plan on aAending and celebraLng
together!
Bed7me Prayers
Part of the reason for bedLme rituals is to help children seAle down, feel safe and secure,
and thus be able to go to sleep. It is a magical Lme when parents can help children resolve
hanging issues from the day and remind children of the truly important things about
themselves and about life in general.
In a way parents become their children’s pastors as together they think back through the day
idenLfying things for which to praise and thank God and things for which to apologize to
God. This creates opportuniLes to talk about whatever needs to be discussed. Giis, growing
abiliLes, good deeds, and just pure fun can be celebrated. Failures (like that bad grade) and
disasters (like kicking your friend on the bus) can be addressed. Plans can be made for
needed correcLons and all the bad feelings around them set in the context of God’s and the
parent’s forgiving love and faith in the child.
Some families conclude this discussion and prayer with the parent saying a ritual line such as
“Remember always that God loves you and I love you–no maAer what.” This is powerfully
important stuﬀ and it is simple to do. It requires no special books or equipment. And it
ensures that the last word of the day is God’s love. (From a blogpost by Carolyn Brown from
her website Worshiping with Children)
Liz Patz
Minister for Church, Youth, and Families

Scholarship Applica7on and Fund
St. Paul’s has a long history of supporLng educaLon through the Scholarship Fund, which is
given to individuals connected to the church pursuing higher educaLon. Without conLnued
contribuLons to the fund, our ability to give out scholarships will diminish.
A generous anonymous donor has oﬀered a $2,500 matching donaLon for the Scholarship
Fund. This means, for every donaLon given, a matching donaLon of equal amount will be
given, matching up to a total of $2,500. DonaLons to the scholarship fund can be sent
directly to the church or put in the oﬀering plate on Sundays. Let us give as generously as
we are able!
Scholarship ApplicaLons are available in the Church Oﬃce beginning April 2. Please contact
the church oﬃce to pick up an applicaLon or have one mailed to you. Completed
applicaLons are due in the church oﬃce by 1 p.m. on May 23. If you have any quesLons,
please contact a member of the Scholarship CommiAee (Bonnie Starr, Doug Volkening and
Karen Westerman). Please remember the Scholarship Fund when giving a memorial.
Morales Re7rement
Come celebrate the reLrement of Rev. Dr. Jorge L. Morales with a farewell worship and
recepLon on Sunday, May 20, from 3-6 p.m. at the Westchester Community Church (1840
Westchester Blvd., Westchester). Morales is reLring as the Conference Minister of the
Illinois Conference.
Please RSVP by May 10 at ilconfnaomi@gmail.com.
Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of April were $16,831.60. Our spendable income came to
$16,766.60, including our OCWM income of $403.
We had charitable income of $65 for the month of April. It was distributed as follows: $45 to
the Scholarship Fund and $20 to PADS. We also did a collecLon of women’s toiletries that
will be given to mothers on Mother’s Day at the Elgin Crisis Center.
We are collecLng our “J” Dollars for a handicap-accessible entrance to the Mission House
and a handicap accessible washroom in the Mission House. This month we collected $58
towards that project for a total of $232.10 for the year.
Mission Ministry
St. Paul’s will have its ﬁrst Helper for the Day on July 28. Small groups will go to diﬀerent
locaLons to do small jobs such as cleaning, painLng, etc.
Everyone please invite a friend along to help for the day. It will be a great day for fellowship
with friends.

Holy Humor day filled with laughs

Easter at St. Paul’s UCC

Church Bench
St. Paul’s is collecLng plasLc lids that can be recycled to make a bench for our church. Please see the list for which lids
are acceptable. Containers for collecLng the lids are by the coat hooks in the back across from the nursery. For more
informaLon, contact Ginny Mursewick at 847.354.0796.
Lids that are acceptable are: coAage cheese container lids, mayonnaise jar lids, yogurt lids, peanut buAer jar lids, ice
cream bucket lids under 8 in., cool whip container lids, coﬀee can lids, cream cheese container lids, buAer container
lids, prescripLon boAles (labels removed). Caps that are acceptable are: medicine boAle caps, milk just caps,
detergent caps, hair spray caps, toothpaste cube caps, deodorant caps, drink boAle caps, ﬂip-top caps (ketchup,
mustard), spout caps (mustard), spray paint caps, ointment tube caps, and caps with recycle numbers of 2, 4 and 5.
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Those celebraLng a birthday in May are:
JoAnn Pate
JoAnn Sorenson
Elsie Ward
Alison Smith
Ryan Smith
Arnold Lauber

May 2
May 10
May 12
May 17
May 18
May 29

Jeﬀ Volkening
Eileen Andresen
Gary Brown
Douglas Volkening
Courtney Kaye
JeaneAe Franks

May 7
May 12
May 13
May 17
May 25
May 30

Those celebraLng an anniversary in May are:
Bill and Sally Wilson
Ralph and Elsie Ward
Dan and Anne Heinrich

May 11
May 23
May 29

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Staff

BreA and Susan Wolfe
Tommy and Liz Patz

Jill Terpstra - Pastor
Linda Becker - Secretary
Jon Kobel - Choir Director
Gay Bouwmeester - Piano Accompanist
Liz Patz - Minister for Children, Youth and Families
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Council

Karen Westerman - President
Dan Heinrich - Vice President
Sandy Volkening - Financial Secretary
Jay Shircliff - Treasurer
Anne Heinrich - Recording Secretary
Christian Education - Karen Smith
Evangelism - Polly Russell
Fellowship/Hospitality - Janet Werner
Mission - Barb Kamp
Calling & Caring - Ginny Mursewick
Properties - Dan Heinrich
Stewardship - Judy Reimer
Worship - Vernon Knaak

May 20
May 24

Dale Volkening - Janitor
Bill Wilson - Newsletter

