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Looking	foolish	helps	the	spirit	

Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you 
think you are wise by the standards of this 
age, you should become “fools” so that you 
may become wise. I Corinthians 3:18 

We are half way through Lent. Since Ash 
Wednesday do you feel like you have grown 
in your love for God and others? Or do you 
feel like a fool for trying and failing?   

John Updike says, “Looking foolish does the 
spirit good. The need not to look foolish is 
one of youth’s many burdens; as we get older we are exempted from more and more, and 
float upward in our heedlessness, singing ‘Thanks be to God that I am what I am.’” 

Wherever you find yourself, know that God loves you. Lent gives us an opportunity to 
extravagantly love God and others without caring how foolish we appear.  

Journeying with you, 

Pastor Jill   

Religion	in	the	News	

What’s	another	religion	for	Meghan	Markle?	Markle,	who	will	marry	Prince	Harry,	was	raised	Protestant,	went	to	a	
Catholic	school	and	once	married	a	Jewish	man.	Now	she	will	be	bapAzed	and	confirmed	as	an	Anglican	out	of	
respect	for	Queen	Elizabeth’s	role	as	head	of	the	Church	of	England.	

The	Archbishop	of	Canterbury	will	preside	at	the	ceremony	at	Kensington	Palace	this	month,	and	among	those	who	
will	be	aJending	will	be	Markle’s	parents.	The	future	bride	does	not	have	to	be	Anglican	to	marry	Prince	Harry.	The	
wedding	will	take	place	on	May	19	in	St.	George’s	Chapel	in	Windsor	Castle.	
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Holy	Humor	Sunday	

What	is	Holy	Humor	Sunday?	“On	this	day	we	lighten	up,	we	relax	and	recall	the	joy	of	the	Lord	
along	the	pilgrimage	of	faith.	We	celebrate	God’s	presence	and	goodness	through	the	events	of	life.	
We	tell	jokes.	We	share	inspiraAonal	stories	with	humorous	twists.	We	hear	the	gospel.	In	our	joking	
around,	singing,	dancing	and	merry-making,	we	are	reminded	that	God	is	a	God	of	laughter	as	well	
as	of	sorrow—much	as	God	is	Lord	of	the	valleys	as	well	as	the	mountain	tops.”	-	Rev.	Thom	Bower.		

On	Sunday,	April	8,	we	are	excited	to	welcome	to	St.	Paul’s	the	Rev.	Dr.	Thom	Bower	and	his	
performance	ministry	Proverbial	Fools.	Proverbial	Fools	is	a	nonprofit	organizaAon	that	promotes	
play	and	wonder,	coming	together,	seeking	wisdom	and	pursuing	jusAce	(proverbialfools.org).	Invite	
a	friend!	

Kids	Holy	Week	and	Easter	Egg	Hunt	

Children	ages	2-12	and	their	parents	are	invited	to	experience	the	stories	of	Jesus	and	the	disciples	
during	the	last	week	of	Jesus’	life	with	hands-on	storytelling	and	acAviAes.	Kids	Holy	Week	Walk	and	
Easter	Egg	Hunt	will	take	place	on	Saturday,	March	24,	from	10-12	p.m.	

For	example,	with	the	parents’	and	the	kids’	permission,	the	kids	will	experience	foot	washing	
and	communion	as	we	retell	the	sacred	events	of	the	Last	Supper.	A	few	of	the	disciples	may	join	us	
too!		

The	workshop	ends	with	an	Easter	Egg	Hunt	in	celebraAon	of	Jesus’	resurrecAon.	A	sign-up	will	be	
available	at	church	and	online.	Direct	your	friends—and	your	kids’	friends—to	the	website	for	more	
info. 

Financially	Speaking	

The	total	receipts	for	the	month	of	February	were	$81,560.97.	Our	spendable	income	came	to	
$10,675,	including	our	OCWM	income	of	$340.	The	rest	has	been	placed	in	the	Auto-Restricted	
Bequests	due	to	a	family’s	donaAon.	

We	had	charitable	income	of	$20	for	the	month	of	February,	which	went	to	the	Music	Fund.	We	are	
now	collecAng	pajamas	and	books	for	students	in	U-46	as	our	Lenten	Mission	Project.		

We	voted	on	Jan.	28	at	our	congregaAonal	meeAng	to	use	our	“J”	Dollars	for	a	handicap-accessible	
entrance	to	the	Mission	House	and	a	handicap-accessible	washroom	in	the	Mission	House.	In	
February	we	collected	$61	toward	the	project	for	a	total	of	$82	for	the	year.	

Lent	Sermon	Series		

Lovers	and	Fools	

Sunday,	March	11	 	 	 	 	 UlAmate	Love	
Sunday,	March	18	 	 	 	 	 Deep	In	Our	Hearts	
Sunday,	March	25	-	Palm	Sunday	 	 	 Genius	or	Fool?	
Sunday,	April	1-	Easter	(7:00	a.m.	&	9:30	a.m.)	 The	UlAmate	Joke	
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UCC celebrates Lent and Scout Day

Lenten	Retreat	

The	annual	Lenten	Retreat,	which	will	now	be	on	Saturday,	March	17,	from	9	a.m.	to	1	p.m.	at	St.	
Paul’s	Ministry	House,	will	provide	quiet	moments	for	reflecAon,	small	group	discussion,	prayer	
staAons,	worship	and	will	conclude	with	lunch.	Each	parAcipant	will	get	a	copy	of	the	UCC	DevoAon	
Book	Lovers	and	Fools.	 

Church	Bench	

St.	Paul’s	is	collecAng	plasAc	lids	that	can	be	recycled	to	make	a	bench	for	our	church.	Please	see	the	
list	for	which	lids	are	acceptable.	Containers	for	collecAng	the	lids	are	by	the	coat	hooks	in	the	back	
cross	from	the	nursery.	For	more	informaAon,	contact	Ginny	Mursewick	at	847.354.0796.	

Lids	that	are	acceptable	are:	coJage	cheese	container	lids,	mayonnaise	jar	lids,	yogurt	lids,	peanut	
buJer	jar	lids,	ice	cream	bucket	lids	under	8	in.,	cool	whip	container	lids,	coffee	can	lids,	cream	
cheese	container	lids,	buJer	container	lids,	prescripAon	boJles	(labels	removed).	Caps	that	are	
acceptable	are:	medicine	boJle	caps,	milk	just	caps,	detergent	caps,	hair	spray	caps,	toothpaste	
cube	caps,	deodorant	caps,	drink	boJle	caps,	flip-top	caps	(ketchup,	mustard),	spout	caps	(mustard),	
spray	paint	caps,	ointment	tube	caps,	and	caps	with	recycle	numbers	of	2,	4	and	5.		



The	Last	Supper	

The	Last	Supper	Portrayal	is	a	perfect	Excuse	Event	that	Russ	Graunke	spoke	about	in	the	fall.	There	are	many	excuses	to	
invite	people	to	this	service—it’s	moving,	members	of	the	church	are	the	disciples,	the	portrayal	helps	us	understand	the	
disciples	beJer,	and	the	list	can	conAnue.	Please	invite	family,	friends	and	neighbors	to	this	years’	service.	Come	and	join	
us	Thursday,	March	29,	at	7:30	p.m.	

There	will	be	a	rehearsal	for	those	parAcipaAng	in	the	Last	Supper	on	Sunday,	March	25,	at	7	p.m.	If	you	can’t	aJend	
please	contact	Anne	Heinrich	

Birthdays	and	Anniversaries	

Those	celebraAng	a	birthday	in	the	month	of	March	are:		

Nicole	Thielke	(March	2)	 	 	 JusAne	Ackmann	(March	8)	 	 	 	
Christopher	Heinrich	(March	13)	 	 Earnest	Stagg	(March	14)	
Liz	Patz	(March	20)	 	 	 	 Ainsley	Wilson	(March	20)	
William	Pate	(March	21)	 	 	 Dorothy	Levault	(March	22)	
Ramona	Volkening	(March	23)	 	 Polly	Russell	(March	24)	
Benjamin	Cowan	(March	29)	
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