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What’s Happening at St. Paul’s…the Church has left the building! July 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We’re Collecting for STEP IT UP 

“Step It Up” was started in 2009 by First Baptist Church with 403 pairs of 

shoes being given to children in August so they would have a new pair of 

shoes to start school. We have continued each year and the goal increases 

each year. The need is great and this year our goal is 2,020 pairs of shoes. 

Tentative dates for the shoe give away are August 5, 6, 7, 8, 2020.  

Two ways you can help: 

1. Purchase new tennis shoes in any size between child’s 10 and adult 10 for boys and girls.  

2. You can also make a financial gift to First Baptist, checks made to “Step It Up”.  The committee 

will use the money to purchase new shoes.  Please send your gift to the church office or directly 

to FBC, 1735 W. Highland, Elgin 60123. 

3. Contact persons: Karen Vollman and Barb Kamp. 
 

Drop-off shoe donations to the Ministry House  

by Wednesday July 29th. 

A Note from Council President Karen Westerman 

At the June Church Council Zoom meeting the council chose Sunday, September 7, 2020 as our 

planned re-opening date for the church building and in-person worship. We reviewed reopening 

information from both the UCC National office and the Illinois Conference. Pastor Liz has been 

attending a weekly conference-wide Zoom meeting. The Illinois Conference ministers encouraged 

continuing with online worship through September 1st and then to reassess the Illinois guidelines.  

The church council had a lengthy conversation weighing the pros and cons.  As much as all of us 

want to open the church for worship, we did not believe that it was in St Paul's best interest to do 

it at this time.  The council will continue to reassess and prepare for the reopening at both the July 

and August council meetings.   
 

I want to thank Pastor Liz for all her hard work in keeping us connected through online worshiping, 

Wednesday prayer time, and reaching out to our members and our community during these trying 

times. We are thinking outside the box to continue to spread God's love.  Our  

ministries are still meeting via zoom during this time.  Our members are still  

supplying PADS with 2 meals a month and helping make phone calls and passing  

out meals every other week for Meals on Wheels.  WE are a loving, giving, and 

 active church family! If you have any questions, please feel free to talk to  

Pastor Liz, Dan Heinrich, or Karen Westerman.  

God’s Blessings, Karen Westerman, Council President 

 
 

 

http://www.stpauluccelgin.org/
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We think its time for a NEW Church Photo Directory, don’t you? 

Please email an updated family or individual photo with names as you want them to appear in the directory 

to stpauls4me@yahoo.com by August 1st. There are three options for taking your directory photo:  

1. Take your own photo in a location of your choosing and email it to stpauls4me@yahoo.com  

2. Schedule a photo to be taken at your home. Call or email the office to schedule. 

3. Schedule a photo to be taken at the church on a weekday morning. Need a ride? We can pick you up! 

Call or email the office to schedule. 
 

Thank you so much for your cooperation. We hope to publish the updated directory in time for the 

planned September 7th reopening of the church building. Questions? Contact Mia Berna, Sue Huber, Karen 

Snyder or Karen Westerman. 

 

 

Unraveled: Seeking God When Our Plans Fall Apart 

Summer Worship Series: July 5 – August 30 
What happens when our world falls apart? How do we press onward when our tightly-knit plans unravel into 

loose threads? What do we become when our identity—or the path we’re on—comes undone? What if all 

of this is not the end we fear it will be? In our unraveling, sometimes life surprises us with unexpected joy, 

love, and hope—with a new beginning we couldn’t have imagined. Sometimes we need God to unravel us, 

for we long to be changed. This summer we explore bible stories of unraveled shame, identity, fear, grief, 

dreams, and expectations. These are stories where God meets us in the spiraling, unraveling our plans—and 

us—into something new. 

http://www.stpauluccelgin.org/
mailto:stpauls4me@yahoo.com
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July Anniversaries  

Dan & Roberta Wayeshe 07/18  

David & Mia Berna  07/20 

Ryan & Kylie Smith  07/21 

July Birthdays  

Bill Snyder   07/02   

Charles LeVault  07/05 

Anne Heinrich   07/14   

Patrick Kelly   07/15 

Wayne Schambach  07/16   

Tommy Patz   07/18 

Jay Shircliff   07/21   

Melanie Werner  07/24 

Margene Absolon  07/26   

Langston Kelly   07/27 

JoAnn Shircliff   07/27   

Kandy Jones   07/28 

 
 

 

Time with Children is Coming to 

Sunday Worship on Zoom! 
 

Sunday School has prepared kids coloring and craft 

activities for each Sunday in July. Families were invited to 

pick-up materials Wednesday, July 1st at the Ministry 

House and home deliveries were also made. We love 

and value our children as part of our church family and 

we look forward to connecting again with the kids during 

worship. See you on Zoom! 

 

This Sunday, July 5th is Communion. 

Please prepare bread and juice in the 

space where you watch worship. 
 

Zoom links are emailed every Saturday at 8 AM and Sunday at 8 AM. 

You can also watch these gatherings live on our YouTube channel. 

http://www.stpauluccelgin.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvyqaLyphLEwafTPte3s9iQ
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Financially Speaking 

The total receipts for the month of June were $11,107.00. Our spendable income came to $10,957.00 

including our OCWM income of $310.00. 

We had $150.00 of charitable income for the month of June of which was given to the Music Fund. 

"J" Dollars 

We are collecting our “J” Dollars for a handicap accessible entrance to the Mission House and a handicap 

accessible washroom in the Mission House (which has been completed). This month we did not collect anything 

towards that project due to us not being in church. 

 

A Note from Sandy Volkening, Financial Secretary 

I hope this note finds everyone well. I know this has been a bad time for all of us with Shelter-In-Place due to 

COVID-19 and we will all miss seeing each other in person, but we will get through this. I would just like you to 

know I continue to deposit pledges and other monies coming into church via mail or direct deposit from Vanco, 

our online giving platform. You can sign-up for direct deposit thru Vanco any time. If you have any questions, 

please contact Jay Shircliff or the office.  

 

 

 

 

Are you in need of food or financial help?  
Please reach out to Pastor Liz at 312-848-1349, the office at 847-628-
6118, or any council member. Your name and situation are kept 
confidential. The St. Paul’s Outreach Fund is available to help.  
You are not alone.  
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