April 2017
The official newsletter of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
12N268 Switzer Road, Elgin, IL 60124 e-mail: stpauls4me@yahoo.com www.stpauluccelgin.org
847.628.6118

Shopping for groceries and churches
A few years ago when the Dominicks chain of grocery stores
went out of business, the
store where I always shopped closed and I had to ;ind a new
place to buy groceries. The other grocery store in town was laid
out completely different than the Dominicks, and I couldn’t ;ind
anything! I was frustrated because I kept having to backtrack
through the store when I forgot something. I also missed seeing
my favorite cashier from Dominicks and wasn’t sure if these
new cashiers would be as friendly toward my children. And it
took me several visits before I found the bathroom, which was
important because at the time my youngest daughter was newly
potty-trained!
Over time, I became comfortable with this new store and now it
is my regular grocery store. While church shopping is different
from grocery shopping, there are some similarities. The uncomfortableness I felt wandering
around looking for the applesauce might be how a visitor feels when they come to our church
for the ;irst time. There are some things that we can do to make sure people who visit our
church feel welcome. And perhaps over time, St. Paul’s will become their regular place of
worship.
Ways to help visitors feel welcome:
* Wear your name tag. You may know everyone’s name, but visitors do not (And let’s be
honest, we all don’t know each other’s names);
* Invite visitors to sit with you in church or at coffee hour;
* Be welcoming while also giving visitors space to learn about the church (don’t smother
them);
* Be open to new ideas or ways of doing things;
* Be hospitable—offer your seat, provide a bulletin, point out the restrooms, introduce
families to Sunday School teachers; and

* If you are not sure if someone is a visitor or a church member you haven’t seen in a
while, you can always say, “I’m so glad to see you today.”
Let’s work to make our church a place where everyone feels welcome.
Journeying with you,
Pastor Jill
Religion in the News
Slavery, civil rights, the end of the Vietnam War and now the Trump presidency.
Religious followers played a key role in the ;irst three, and churches across the country have seen an
uptick in attendance since the 2016 presidential election—and President Trump’s anti-immigration
policy might be the reason for it. There have been a surge in congregations offering to provide
sanctuary to immigrants seeking asylum. In fact, the number of churches offering such an escape
doubled to 800 in 45 of the 50 states after the election.
“The religious community, the religious left is getting out, hitting the streets, taking action, raising
their voices,” said Reverend Noel Anderson of Church World Service.
Spring Association Meeting
The Fox Valley Association will convene its Spring Association Meeting on Saturday, April 29,
from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at St. John’s UCC of Waukegan. The cost is $40.
Please join Keynote Speaker, Acting Associate Conference Minister Rev. Dr. James Olson for
“Future Forward: Looking ahead for our churches, our conference and our world.” The
Association will also conduct the Annual Business Meeting at this gathering. Each church is
asked to send at least three voting delegates (two adults and one youth). All authorized
ministers with standing in the Fox Valley Association also may vote. Please contact Pastor Jill
with any questions.

Holy Week Walk 2017 (with Easter Egg Hunt)
Join us on Saturday, April 8, from 10 a.m. to 12 for Holy Week Walk 2017. This free family
event is geared for kids age 12 and under.
Kids will learn about Jesus and the disciples' walk through Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Sunday with storytelling, crafts and song stops along the way. We
will end our walk with an Easter Egg Hunt, a recognition and celebration of Easter joy!
Register online through our website or click here (the registration link is:http://
juniper.nowsprouting.com/stpaulsunitedchurchofchrist2/form.php?pageID=57&loadDraft=1)

UCC Summer Camp
Do you want your child or grandchild to have a camping experience where they can learn about
their faith while having fun? Outdoor Ministries of Illinois Conference of the UCC sponsors
summer camps at Pilgrim Park in Princeton, Ill., and Tower Hill in Sawyer, Mich.
There are camps for children as young as 4 to attend with an adult and independent overnight
camps from Kindergarten-high school.
For more information go to: http://www.il-outdoorministries.org/assets/2016-posterlayout.pdf
Christian Education
The children will begin practicing the song they will sing at Easter with Gay Bourmeester. Each
child will get a CD and the words to practice during the week. She will visit the classes each week
up to Easter Sunday. Your child's attendance is an important part of this program. They will
perform at the 9:30 a.m. family service on Easter Sunday.
The Last Supper
Please join us Thursday, April 13, at 7:30 p.m. for this year’s presentation of The Last Supper.
Invite your neighbors, friends and family to share in listening to the disciples speak of their time
with Jesus.
Holy Humor Sunday
Worship Ministry will be leading service on April 23. We will be observing Risus Paschalis—the
Easter Laugh. This celebration began in the 15th century in Bavaria. Amusing stories and jokes
were told during the service as a way to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, which was
considered the best joke God played on Satan. After-service activities included parties, picnics
and practical jokes (such as drenching each other with water).
Please come join us for our modern-day version of this ancient custom. Come dressed in bright
clothing, bring your sense of humor and be ready to laugh with your church family. We won’t
have any practical jokes, but there may be member participation! We hope you’ll enjoy what we
have planned for this year. And by the way . . . what music was invented on the ;irst Easter?
Lenten Mission Project
For this year’s Lenten Mission Project we will be supporting the General Synod Service Project
on Homelessness by collecting hats, gloves, scarves and socks.
Adult sizes are needed for this collection. We will also collect donations of blankets and small
pillows. All of these items will be taken to General Synod this summer and distributed next
winter to the homeless throughout the Central Atlantic Conference.
For those of you who don’t knit, buying soon while you can still ;ind these items on the shelves is
advisable. Please remember that for this project we are looking for ADULT SIZES.
We will do the ;irst clean up of the highway on April 30.

Thank you
As part of our 5th Sunday Mission for January, $230 was sent to Hurricane Matthew recovery
efforts. Thank you for all your support.
Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of March were $12,056.50. Our spendable income came to
$11,859.50, including our OCWM income of $317.
We had charitable income of $197 for the month of March. Distribution of the charitable income
was as follows: $197 went to One Great Hour of Sharing.
A little update on the “J” Dollars. We have collected $18,517 since its inception. The total bill for
the sign and electricity to the sign is $20,340. Once we collect enough to pay off the remainder
($1,823) we will revisit the idea of this endeavor and either discontinue it or start planning on
collecting for something else.
Scholarship Applications
Scholarship applications are available in the church of;ice beginning April 1. Please contact the
church of;ice to pick up or have an application mailed to you. Completed applications are due in
the church of;ice by May 25. If you have any questions, please contact the Scholarship
Committee: Bonnie Starr, Doug Volkening and Karen Westerman.

April Greeters
April 9: Earnie Stagg and Jim Warner
April 23: Joy Zwiefel and Doris Weber

April 16: Anne Heinrich
April 30: Herman and Judy Volkening

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebrating a birthday in the month of April are:
Lois Schleif (April 2)
Mike Mursewick (April 10)
Douglas Volkening (April 17)
Carl Ansel (April 28)
Doris Steve (April 30)
Those celebrating an anniversary are:
Dennis and Carol Graeff (April 9)

Connie Moraca (April 6)
Matthew Starr (April 11)
Corrine Eickstaedt (April 25)
Diane Peterson (April 28)
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