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Spreading the joy
“Joy is the true gift of Christmas, not the expensive gifts that call
for time and money . . . Let us pray that this presence of the
liberating joy of God shines forth in our lives.”
Pope Benedict XVI
We have numerous opportunities to experience joy and share it
with others this holiday season. Plan on attending these events and
inviting your friends and neighbors to join us.
Sunday, Dec. 3, 11 a.m. – Advent Workshop
The annual festive gathering of story, song and crafts to prepare
our hearts for the joy and promise of Christmas while enjoying
lunch together. Fun for all ages!
Sunday, Dec. 10, 2 p.m. – White Christmas Movie Sing-a-Long
Come sing along with the beloved Christmas movie musical White Christmas! Dress in your favorite holiday outfit then
drink up at our hot cocoa bar. Fun for all and sure to make your days merry and bright.
Sunday, Dec. 24, 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. – Christmas Movie Marathon
We’ll be showing family-friendly Christmas movies all afternoon long.
Sunday, Dec. 24, 5 p.m. – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
A heart-warming service of celebration of Christ’s birth with candlelight, carols and a meaningful message.
Sunday, Dec. 31, 9:30 a.m. – New Year’s Eve Pajama Service
Join us in worship and wear your pajamas! We continue the Christmas season and look ahead to a new year of God’s
promises.
All December Sundays, 9:30 a.m. – Holiday Song Series
On Sunday mornings during Advent we will look for the spiritual lessons in some favorite Christmas songs and have a
little holiday fun!
•
•

Dec. 3 Frosty the Snowman
Dec. 10 Let it Snow!

•
•
•

Dec. 17 Jingle Bells
Dec. 24 Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (a.m.)
Dec. 24 Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town (5 p.m.)

Journeying with you through Advent and Christmas,
Pastor Jill
Religion in the News
Images of stars, shepherds and sheep have no place on an ad, according to the
Washington, D.C., Metro. The transit agency has rejected an ad campaign that promotes
“spiritual giving” instead of presents because the ad, which has pictures of three
shepherds, two sheep and several stars along with the words, “Find the perfect gift,”
promotes religion, which is against the Metro’s rules. The ad does not include a manger
scene, Christ Digure or the cross.
The Archdiocese of Washington is Dighting back with a lawsuit. Two lawyers working for
the church say First Amendment rights are being challenged.
“The rejected ad conveys a simple message of hope and an invitation to participate in the
Christmas season,” said Ed McFadden, secretary for communications for the Archdiocese
of Washington. “If the ads are about packages, boxes or bags, if Christmas comes from a
store, then it seems [Washington Metro] approves. But if Christmas means a little bit
more, [Washington Metro] disapproves.”
In court documents, the church said that the goal of its “Find the Perfect Gift” campaign is
to encourage people to give to the less needy and attend Christmas mass.

Prayer Chain
The Women’s Auxiliary and the Calling and Caring Ministry would like to start a prayer
chain with their members. We will need a member of the family to let the church know
when their loved one is need of a Prayer Chain for that person. They can notify the church
ofDice, Pastor Jill, Ginny Mursewick or Judy Olsen and we will take it from there.

Mission Ministry
Our goal for the Crop Walk was $1,000 and we collected $1,953.71 ($978.71 from
Heritage Fest). There was a total of 56 walkers and $6,600 was raised—$1,000 more than
last year.
Thanks to everyone who donated and/or stayed to assemble the Hygiene Kits. We sent 58
kits to CWS.

Financially Speaking
The total receipts for the month of November were $12,113.09. Our spendable income
came to $12,103.09 including our OCWM income of $425.
We had charitable income of $10 for the month of November, which went to Neighbors in
Need. The rest of our mission project this month was our Build-A-Meal. All donated items
were dropped off at First Congregational UCC in Elgin for their food pantry.
A little update on the “J” Dollars: We have collected $20,411 since its inception. The total
bill for the sign and electricity to the sign is $20,224. We have now collected enough to pay
off our sign! We are asking our members to turn in suggestions on what we can use the “J”
Dollars for in the future. Please place your ideas in the “J” Dollar jug.

Save the Date
Jan. 19, 2018, is Faith Night at the Windy City Bulls. This is the Chicago Bulls minor league
team and they play at the Sears Centre Arena. More information will be coming.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Those celebrating birthdays in the month of December are:
Adelbert Pease (Dec. 2)
Arlyce Snipes (Dec. 6)
David Starr (Dec. 10)
Daniel Wayeshe (Dec. 14)
Alfred Hintt, Jr. (Dec. 16)
Ann Broihier (Dec. 18)
Doris Weber (Dec. 19)
Lucille Monteith (Dec. 22)
Russell Gould (Dec. 26)
Eric Kramer (Dec. 26)

Marvin Straub (Dec. 2)
Vernon Knaak (Dec. 7)
Aly Heinrich (Dec. 11)
Michael Westerman (Dec. 15)
Verona Mursewick (Dec. 16)
Beulah Swanson (Dec. 19)
David Thompson (Dec. 21)
Flora Kaiser (Dec. 25)
Charlie Heinrich (Dec. 26)
Susan Petty (Dec. 31)

Those celebrating anniversaries are:
Jay and JoAnn Shircliff (Dec. 1)
David and Patricia Thompson (Dec. 19)
We want your pictures
If you take pictures at a church event please email them to Linda at
stpauls4me@yahoo.com. Please include any descriptions. Your photos could appear in the
digital edition of The Chimes.
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