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Here at Trinity we have two statues in our Gethsemani Garden that were given 
to us by Bill Coolidge. They were given in memory of Jonathan Daniels, a 
young man from Keene, New Hampshire, who answered Martin Luther King’s 
call to join the Civil Rights struggle in the American South.   
 
Bill Coolidge gave the land on which Trinity was built and supported Trinity 
financially throughout his life. He also gave the same statues to the Abbey of 
Gethsemani in Kentucky, where Thomas Merton was a monk. 
 
The agony of Christ and the deep sleep of the disciples that are so dramatically 
displayed in these statues resonate with the tenor of our times. 
 
Race and racial injustice have been the great issues of our adult lives. We have 
read Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from the Birmingham Jail” and we can 
quote his “I Have a Dream” speech. We know that life is just easier for white 
people than it is for people of color. When we are in the company of black 
men, we can feel the difference in the way they are treated and the way we are 
treated. We have friends and family across the color line and we know that the 
color line complicates our relationships with the people we love. 
 
Jonathan Daniels and Thomas Merton give us two ways to respond to this 
present moment when it is clear that the work of the Civil Rights movement is 
not finished and that this time of righteous and impassioned protests and 
irresponsible looting requires some kind of response from us.  
 
Thomas Merton was a contemplative.  His reflections on the Civil Rights 
movement are contained in his book Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander. 
 
When love is only “a virtue” among many, man forgets that “God is love” and becomes 
incapable of that all-embracing love by which we secretly begin to know God as our Creator 
and Redeemer – who has saved us from the limitations of a purely restrictive and aimless 
existence “under a law.” 
 
Thomas Merton asks us to look inside our souls. He asks us to long for and 
pray for a relationship with God that will give us the ability to love everyone 
the way God loves us. Reading Thomas Merton, one feels that he is leading us 
toward peace and serenity with God 
 



Jonathan Daniels was not a bystander.  When he is converted to a commitment 
to Christ on an Easter Sunday at the Church of the Advent in Boston, he 
becomes restless. He needs to do something. And do something he does. He 
puts himself on the other side of the color line. He engages in the great moral 
issue of our time. His writings show that as he lives with a black family, as he 
participates in demonstrations, as he helps register people to vote and helps 
children learn to read, his faith in Christ is deepened. He dies a lover of the 
black friends he has made in Alabama and a dedicated follower of Christ. 
 
The legacy of these two men, Thomas Merton and Jonathan Daniels are built 
into the foundation of our Church.   
 
How shall we pray and what shall we do?  When we look back ten years from 
now at what we choose do at this moment, will we be proud or will it be 
something we would rather not think about? 
 
 
 
 
 


