
Prayers and Reflections for Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
We have all heard that the death knell of the Church is resistance to change. 
The refrain: “But we have never done it that way before...” can circumvent new life.  
 
Well, now we are doing a whole bunch of things we have never done before. 
We are in uncharted territory much the same way that Christ’s disciples were in 
uncharted territory when their leader had been crucified by the Roman 
authorities. 
 
We are huddled in our houses, afraid of our neighbors, not knowing what to do 
next, not knowing when it might be safe together again. 
 
As we ring our bell on Easter morning, we might think about what a great 
surprise Easter was to the first disciples.  When the women told the disciples 
that Jesus was no longer in the tomb, their fear was turned to joy. Their sorrow 
into an evangelistic energy that transformed the world. 
 
As Easter approaches, it seems that Lent will continue well into the Easter 
season.   
 
But the message and the hope of the Easter season is a lot like the forsythia 
and daffodils that are blooming all over Topsfield these days. The Corona virus 
cannot stop spring from coming.  It cannot stop Jesus from rising from the 
dead. It cannot stop us from being disciples of Jesus. It cannot stop us from 
loving one another. 
 
It cannot stop us from being the church. It will be surprising what we will 
become when the stay-at-home orders are rolled away and the fear and anxiety 
that are wrapped around our souls are gone. Whatever it is that we become will 
be a beautiful surprise. 
 
Ever faithfully yours, 
Rebecca 
 
Please Note: There will be no adult worship video this week. I hope to see 
you all at our Stay in Your Cars Church worship service on Palm Sunday at 9 
am in the church parking lot, when we will read the Passion. 
(A children’s video will be coming out on Thursday.) 


