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Notes from Discussion 

 

Joan posed an open question: what do you cherish most about your ministry? 

For bible study group, one of the members commented on liking being able to discuss the 

following week’s readings ahead of time in layman’s terms. Someone commented that 

Reverend Jo was intellectual but down to earth regarding the Bible study content; Jo would 

historically situate the readings, discuss the plants and animals of the time, and would pull out a 

map. Another member concurred that she loved the history; Jo made her interested in the Bible 

and helped her decide to become an Episcopalian as she was looking for alternatives to the 

Catholic church. Another member joined the group because she wanted to learn more about the 

Bible—it was important to her to help grow in faith. She also really appreciated that Reverend Jo 

took the time to be a part of the Bible study and commented that having the priest lead Bible 

study is not something that other churches do (that it is more of a lay ministry). One member 

admitted to a bias now, wondering if someone else can fill that role (that Jo played). Most 

important to the group is the fellowship that has developed. 

 

Think of a time you were most excited about what you were doing? Something that illuminated 

your life. 

For the Parish Life group, a member commented that it has brought so many people together, 

and that it is really exciting seeing people come together. 

 

What are our strengths as Trinity? 

One member immediately chimed in: “Fellowship,” as our strength at Trinity.  



For the Prayer group, a member mentioned the key strength being that the group prays all the 

time and that they don’t take time off. It is rare when someone is not there. They pray not just for 

Trinity, but for people outside of Trinity. The prayer group gives Trinity our strength and helps 

make us a hospitality-driven and caring community.  

For the Bible study group, a member stated that a key strength is that it is accessible for 

anyone: you don’t need to study ahead of time, you can just show up. It is easy and open. 

 

Think about a time when you saw or experienced the power of this ministry. 

A member of the prayer group stated that the important thing is in acting, that the group is 

bringing things to the Lord’s attention, that there are people that want something favorable to 

happen. 

 

What are your hopes and dreams for this ministry? 

The immediate answer to the question was “hopefully that it is going strong.” 

For the Bible study group, a member mentioned that her hope is that it continues with the rector 

support. That it is more open to the community for others to join. A member commented that it 

was the first time that it felt like she was in a group of people who were committed to their 

religion, that they practiced what they preached. Another commented that at Trinity we can all 

be who we are, can let it all hang out, warts and all. 

For the prayer group, a member mentioned that her hope is to have the new priest recognize 

that this is an important ministry and to support it the way Reverend Jo did. 

 

If you could wave a magic wand, what would you like to see come true (what dreams for your 

ministry). 

A parishioner mentioned that her wish is that we get more people to join and be a part of Trinity, 

and that we continue to be vibrant, especially in parish life. A comment was made that the 

church should modernize itself to attract younger people; perhaps incorporate different music. 

“We are in such dire need of expanding our base and bringing in new families and having 

youngsters around.” Another commented that we need to market ourselves.    

 

What are you looking for in a new rector, what could the rector do to support your ministry. 



For the Bible Study group, a member commented that the rector should have a deep 

understanding of the Bible and be able to phrase it in terms of the Episcopal church; she would 

prefer someone who is not a literalist. She also commented that the rector needs to meet the 

parishioners where they are at, without condemnation, and should focus on the message of love 

of the Bible. Another member commented that we as a church need to embrace the community 

and do a better job promoting Trinity, so that we are reflective of the community. (It was noted 

earlier that a member of Trinity came to Trinity through first only attending the Bible study 

group.) She further reinforced that she feels that promotion will be a primary responsibility of the 

new rector.  

For the Prayer Shawl Ministry group and the Memorial Garden Commission group, a member 

added that she would want our new rector to recognize the importance of both of these 

ministries, and especially monitor the maintenance and sacredness of the Memorial Garden. 

 


