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An Update from Your Interim Rector  
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Last Thursday, October 1st, the Vestry voted to allow our congregation to gather for 
church in the Sanctuary and parish hall. As we prepare to worship indoors, we need to keep 
several things in mind. Worshiping outside is safer than worshiping inside. We will worship 
outside as long as possible.  I will let you know when we are going to shift from outdoor to 
indoor worship. 
 
 Both the CDC and the Diocese remind us that proper ventilation is very important if we 
are to worship safely indoors. We need to continually bring outside air into the Sanctuary and 
vent stale air out. To that end:  

 Exhaust fans will be installed in the windows at the front of the Sanctuary. 

 The windows at the back of the church will be kept open. 
 

It takes 10 hours to heat the sanctuary. 

 Once the Sanctuary is heated, the room will not become frigid right away, but will cool 
down gradually, even with fans blowing the warm air out. 

 



We are limited to having 25 people in the Sanctuary and 15 in the parish hall. 

 Right now 20-25 people are showing up for outdoor worship.   
o A few more or a few less will show up for indoor worship. 
o We will send out a simple poll to everyone so that we know how many people 

are apt to show up and then plan accordingly. 
 

We will continue to Zoom the service for people who prefer to stay home. 
 We will Zoom the service for people in the parish hall and bring Communion to them. 
 Stay in Your Car Worship with Communion remains an option. 

 
We will continue to: 

o Practice no-touch Communion. 
o Wear masks. 
o Use hand sanitizer. 
o Continue to keep our distance from each other. 

 
X  Marks the spot. 
 

o There are blue X’s on the backs of the pews to show us where we can sit to maintain 
social distancing. 

o There are blue X’s on the floor in the Parish Hall at 6 feet intervals to show us where we 
can sit or stand in the Parish Hall and maintain social distancing. 
 
 

                        
 

Over the last seven months, we have learned a lot about ourselves and what it means to 
be a church. I am grateful to be a member of this community. Your ability to work 
through problems and remain cheerful as we adapt to adverse situations brings joy to 
my heart and renews my faith in the church. Keep your faith strong and I will do the 
same. 
         Rev. Rebecca Blair 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 Even as it feels as though things are slowly getting back to normal, please remember 
that we are still very much in the middle of a pandemic. One way that we can stay as healthy as 



possible is to keep the preschool (please see Kelly Martignetti’s report on the Trinity Preschool 
at the end of this newsletter)and the church spaces separate. The following information 
sketches out our new arrangements for entering and exiting our building as well as which 
rooms will be used routinely by the preschool and which rooms will be used by the church. 
 
 Also, please note that in order to keep everyone on our staff safe and to maximize the 
use of our vacant offices no longer being rented to outside professionals, the church 
administrator’s office has been relocated from the reception area to one of the inside glass- 
enclosed offices. Additionally, the youth director has been relocated to the other inside 
enclosed office.  
 
For entering and exiting the church office and central building, all church personnel and 
parishioners will use the: 

 Door closest to the Rector’s Office 

 Main door of the church next to the Gethsemane Garden 

 Sacristy door 
 
For entering and exiting the preschool in the education wing of the building, all preschool 
personnel and students will use the:  

 Main office door (formerly used as the general entrance and exit to the church office 
area) 

 Doors that lead to the playground 
 
Please Note: Laura Proctor’s music students will use the door at the far end of the education 
wing. 
 
Restrooms for the Church 

 During the week 
o Single restroom located inside the Nursery  

 On Sunday 
o Bathrooms in the preschool wing 

 
Restrooms for the Preschool 

o Single sex bathrooms on the right and left as you look down the hallway of the 
education wing 

o All bathrooms in the preschool except for the Nursery 
 
Inside spaces for the Church 
o The office wing 
o The vestry room (outside of Preschool hours) 
o The pass-through room from church office to parish hall 
o The parish hall (except when it is raining and preschool needs indoor play space) 
o The kitchen 



o The front entrance to the church next to the Gethsemane Garden 
o The church Sanctuary 

 
Inside spaces for the Preschool 

o The teen room 
o The piano room 
o Corridor leading to the preschool rooms 
o The preschool wing 

o The parish hall (only when it is raining) 
o The vestry room (only during preschool hours) 

 
This allocation of space between the preschool and the church will change once the pandemic 
is over. 
Please continue to use hand sanitizer and to wear masks when you are in the building. 
                Rev. Rebecca Blair  

 
Church School Update  

 
 We are moving things around so that church school for young children will have its own 
designated space.  This space will be set up so that adults and children can explore Bible stories, 
the Christian liturgy, and a sense of the sacred.  To that end, Nancy Savage’s current office (the 
pass-through room from the church office to the parish hall) will be reconfigured into a “Godly 
Play” space that will also contain aspects of the Atriums that people remember from times past. 
Please Note: While the weather holds, beginning Sunday, October 11th, Nancy will be telling 
“Godly Play” outside, either near our outdoor worship space or in the playground. She will let 
you know where. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Parish Administration 
 

Some Nuts & Bolts 
 
Church Offices to be Re-opened  
 Slowly but surely, we hope to pull some semblance of normalcy back into the day-to-day 
operations of our church administration. Obviously, this will change should there be a spike in 
virus infections or any directives from the diocese. Since the middle of March, Church 
Administrator Barb Bodengraven has been working out of her home office on a varied (and 
sometimes harried!) schedule, keeping everyone in the church connected via postings on our 
new Trinity web site and through volumes of weekly emails with attachments and 
announcements. As we move into the month of October, Barb will begin to re-occupy the 
church office on a regular basis according to the work hours originally agreed upon: 8:30 a.m. – 
1:30 p.m. Monday – Thursday. For as long as we continue to worship in varied socially-
distanced ways during this pandemic, Barb will also continue to email parishioners the weekly 
bulletin along with the Zoom invitation every Friday for the upcoming Sunday worship service.  
Please continue to print out your own bulletin from home, even when you decide to attend 
worship at church. Bring your private copy with you to church. 
 
Please Remember: You can always call the church office and leave a message on any day or at 
any time at 978-887-5570. Barb remotely checks the messaging system on a regular basis. You 
can also always reach the church offices by emailing trinity.episcopalchurch@verizon.net. 
 
Please Note: Monday, October 12th, the church office will be closed for the long holiday 
weekend. 
 
Beware of Strange Emails  
 Someone has been using Rev. Rebecca’s name and email to send out bogus emails. The 
message usually asks the recipient to do something “in secret” or asks for “some assistance” 
with an unnamed task. DISCARD THESE EMAILS. Do not click on any link they may contain. Rev. 
Rebecca will never ask you for assistance in this way. If you have a question about the validity 
of an email that appears to be coming from Rev. Rebecca Homans Blair, contact her via her cell 
phone at 508-558-6849. 
 
Prayer Booklets Available 
 Fall editions of the Daily Bread booklets as well as the Forward Day By Day publication 
are available for pickup inside the double doors of the side entrance of the Preschool wing. 
(Please note that this entrance is reserved now ONLY for anyone entering and exiting the 
preschool area; to access this double-door entrance in order to drop off or pick up anything, 
please do so outside the preschool hours of Monday – Thursday 9 a.m – 3 p.m. or on Fridays or 
the weekend.) 
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Committee News 
 

Search Committee Update  
  
 Regarding the Demographic Survey: As of September 27th, we have received almost half 
of the total of 145 potential responders and we are looking forward to receiving the other half 
and getting a real good look of our Demographic makeup as part of our Parish Profile. Note: 
Although we asked all Demographic Surveys to be completed by the end of September, you can 
always still participate. Just access the Parish Demographics Survey September 
2020 (interactive online fillable form https://bit.ly/3jNkxp2 )under the Search Committee General 
Documents on the Trinity Website – under the Parishioners tab. The password for the 
Parishioners tab is John316 (Capital J).  You can also receive a paper copy from Carol 
Westhaver by sending her an email at cwesty2017@gmail.com ). Or simply print out a form 
from the Trinity Website where it is listed next to the online form.     
 The in-depth Parish Profile Question Survey  (interactive online fillable form 
https://bit.ly/33xmnVv ) has been sent via email to those with an email address, and “snail-
mailed” to those without email, just as the Demographic Survey was.  This survey is part of the 
process of defining our vision for the future and our hopes for the Rector we will invite to serve 
with us. It is also a way for us to know ourselves better as a parish as we discern where God is 
calling us. 
 If either of the two surveys is a challenge for you to complete, one of our Search 
Committee members will be happy to help you or to interview you with the survey questions.  
Please contact Church Administrator Barb Bodengraven at the church office to request this 
option. We walk in faith together. Thank you for being a part of this process! 
           John Wilson 

Outreach Committee Update 
 
 We now have an official Outreach committee.  Rebecca Miller, Denise Aldridge, Joan 
Campbell, Marcia Ford, Susan Olmsted, Ruth Bersin, Jim Corbett, and Rebecca Blair have met 
several times and are discussing our outreach objectives and how to make a meaningful impact 
in what we do and give. Because of current racial tensions in so many communities, we have 
been looking intensely at our work with RIM, Esperanza, and an organization called ECCO (Essex 
County Community Organization) https://www.eccoaction.org.  
 In September, the Outreach Committee requested, and the vestry approved, a $6,000 
donation from our Comprehensive Campaign Outreach Fund to Esperanza to assist with the 
purchase of ChromeBooks, as Esperanza has had to remain remote for now and many students 
are in need of these devices. The pressures and challenges Esperanza is encountering in its 
efforts to keep students connected and able to maintain their rigorous studies during this 
pandemic are daunting. Here’s what Esperanza’s director of Development wrote in thanks to 
us:  
 “Like so many other schools, we have incurred unbudgeted expenses for technology 
upgrades, cleaning services, air filtration systems, and PPE totaling just over $138,000. As a 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetZljvRL-8428J0Hjkxen4y-gbC14DyDK68fuq65DYhRGNdQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetZljvRL-8428J0Hjkxen4y-gbC14DyDK68fuq65DYhRGNdQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://bit.ly/3jNkxp2
mailto:cwesty2017@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/33xmnVv
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tuition-free and independent school, we rely 100% on the generosity of our donors. Please know 
that your support is helping to provide critical funding and allows our faculty to continue to 
provide an educational model that counters systemic racism through a challenging middle-
school curriculum…” 
 We are also continuing to provide groceries through Top Cupboard and we have 
returned to cooking, though not serving, at LifeBridge. Anyone interested in joining us or just 
attending a meeting, please contact me at rebeccamiller53@comcast.net.  Our next meeting is 
Tuesday, October 20th, at 7:30. 
               Rebecca Miller 

 

Building & Grounds Committee Update 
 
 On Friday, September 25th, Ciccoria Tree Removal specialists were met by vestry 
member John Cole at the Trinity Rectory. John confirmed with the crew which were the four 
trees designated for removal. The trees are gone; only the leveled stumps remain. The front of 
the Rectory has a vastly different look! That entire front area is now ripe for extensive brush 
removal, should that be desired. 

 

Worship Notes & Gatherings 
 
Bible Study  
 
 Trinity Church Bible Study will meet virtually via Zoom every Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
beginning October 21st. Interested participants can click into a link provided by Bible Study 
leader, the Rev. Rebecca Blair. If you are interested in joining, please contact her a day or two 
before the next meeting so that she can email you the meeting link and access codes. Rev. 
Rebecca may be reached at revrebeccahomansblair@gmail.com or via cell phone at 508- 
5586849.  
 

Communal Prayer List Needs Updating… 
 Please take a minute to review the communal prayer list of names that appears weekly 
in the worship bulletin. If you submitted the name of a person for prayer, and now know that 
this is no longer required or asked for, please contact Barb Bodengraven at 
trinity.episcopalchurch@verizon.net. Thank You. 

 
Becoming the Beloved Community 
  
Here is what Susan Olmstead says about being part of our Becoming Beloved Community Group: 

“In participating in the Beloved Community program, I am seeing that the “race problem” is like an 
iceberg.  I am trying to understand the tip and don’t even realize there is much under the surface. Reading 
Waking Up White, one of the many resources of the program, is helping me become aware of what’s under 
the surface. Conversations with other Trinity participants of this program help me gain insight into finding 
where my place is in working toward a more just society.” 

mailto:rebeccamiller53@comcast.net
mailto:revrebeccahomansblair@gmail.com
mailto:trinity.episcopalchurch@verizon.net


 All of us who have participated in the group so far have found ourselves grateful for a time, a 
place and a group where we can begin to makes sense of the racial tensions of this moment. 
Theologically, we are learning what it means to love our neighbor across lines of race, caste and class.  If 
you would like to join us, please email me at Revrebeccahomansblair@gmail.com  so that I can connect 
you with the online resources that are used by our group and send you the Zoom invite. We will be 
meeting, more or less on the first and third Tuesdays in October, November,  and December at 7:30 pm 
by Zoom.  Our next meeting will be on October 20.  I hope you can join us. 
           Rebecca Blair 

 

Choir/Music News 
 
 The Trinity music program is continuing to flourish in new and dynamic ways. Sunday 
morning music includes keyboard instrumentals, socially-distanced hymn singing and chanting, 
and hand chime ringing. Choir members new and old are encouraged to sing in small groups or 
solos. If you're thinking of joining the choir, talk to Laura! We'd love to have you.  
 Music keeps playing all week long. Laura posts three or more sacred music videos every 
week on YouTube for home listening. Just click the links in weekly parish emails and/or 
subscribe to "Laura Proctor" on YouTube. Music lessons are also available either in person at 
the church or on Skype/FaceTime. If you're interested in lessons, contact Laura. She has just a 
few openings left! If you have any questions regarding music at Trinity, don't hesitate to contact 
Laura at lauraproctor22@gmail.com or 978-423-1455.  
        Laura Proctor, Director of Music 
 

Top Cupboard Food Pantry 

                
 The Top Cupboard Food Pantry is still going strong at Trinity! We are in operation on the 
second and fourth Saturday of each month, operating in a drive-by and delivery model. We 
have approximately 10-12 clients driving up to the side entrance of Trinity between 9 and 10 
am during specified times. A food pantry member then walks out and places groceries in the 
client’s car. (We have a few additional clients that we deliver to at that time, as well.)  
 Regarding door usage: I have been using the warehouse door only and I will confirm with 
all our members to use that door and not the side entrance nearest the church offices. Very few 
people (no clients, only pantry board members) have been in and out of the warehouse since 
March to stock shelves and package up groceries.  We are no longer using Trinity’s refrigerator 
because we have begun providing Market Basket gift cards again. Please Note: No food or 
household items are being accepted at this point. We are, however, accepting financial 
donations, which can be done through our Facebook page, or by mailing a check payable to 
“Top Cupboard Food Pantry” to PO Box 98 in Topsfield, MA 01983.  
 Thank you to everyone at Trinity Church for your continued support; we could not have 
serviced our clients as well as we have without Trinity’s flexibility and willingness to help us 
with anything we needed! During this pandemic, our clients have been well-served without a 
hitch. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call me on the dedicated 
Food Pantry cell phone at 978-807-8775. Thank You!     
                                                                Sue Dowd, Top Cupboard Board of Directors 
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Trinity Preschool News 
 
 I am happy to report that we have had a successful reopening of Trinity Preschool. 
While so much has changed in our classes and procedures, we are thrilled to welcome the 
teachers and students back into the classrooms and playground! I want to thank Rebecca and 
Pam for their support, guidance, and generosity as I planned for the reopening. They have been 
wonderful. Andy Turcotte worked tirelessly to prepare our classrooms for a safe reopening, and 
I cannot thank him enough. 
 We are following all EEC and CDC protocols in our day. We have staggered drop off and 
pick up times, have much smaller class sizes, and have created five separate class groups that 
function as a pod. All children and teachers wear masks while we are indoors, and parents have 
been very respectful of our very cautious policy on sending children to school with any type of 
illness. So far, so good! 
 We are not offering any programming for three-year-olds this fall and winter. We have 
three classes with four-year-olds, and two classes of five-year olds. Mrs. Turcotte and her sister 
are teaching one of the five-year-old classes in the Teen Room, which they have made 
absolutely lovely. In addition, we are using the vestry room as a “remote learning” room for 
some of our teachers’ children. (Only during preschool hours; otherwise the vestry room is 
space available for church use). 
 If you follow Trinity Preschool on Facebook, you can see some photos of our children 
and teachers in action, as well as the classrooms decorated with the children’s work. The 
reopening process was arduous for me. Once I created a plan, something would change, and I 
was back to the drawing board. I lost half of my staff and was fortunate to hire five new 
teachers who are wonderful! I’ve never been so happy for school to start so that some sort of 
normalcy could return. 
 We are looking forward to all good things in October and November. We are so happy 
to be back in school, and grateful for the generosity of the church in allowing us to use space in 
the new wing to meet the new requirements for social distancing and smaller class sizes. Thank 
you! I hope that the church’s reopening goes as well as the preschool’s! 
         Kelly Martignetti, Director 
          

This & That… 

Electronics Recycling Event to be Held in Trinity Parking Lot 
 Saturday, October 17th, 9 a.m. – noon, Masco Music Parents Association is sponsoring 
this recycling event fundraiser for the music programs and music students at the Masconomet 
Middle and High Schools. For information about what items they will be accepting for recycling 
and what they will be charging, visit mascomusic.org or email mascomusic@gmail.com. 
A Blast from the Past 
 Former Trinity Topsfield Rector Jeffrey Gill recently reported on Facebook that the Rev. 
Sabeth Fitzgibbons recently accepted the call to become the Priest-in-Charge at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Seattle. You may remember that Sabeth served as the Curate at Trinity 
Topsfield. 
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