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Final Holy Week Schedule 2021  

 

Palm Sunday – March 28th 
● We will Zoom Palm Sunday @ 9 am; Rev. Rebecca will lead Worship from her home  

○ You will receive a palm cross in the mail this week  

Please have your crosses with you for worship   

○ A group of our children will sing a Palm Sunday song  

○ Members of the Search Committee will read the Passion in its entirety, stopping 

along the way to pray, meditate, and listen to music  

● Other activities happening at Trinity Church building on Palm Sunday from 11 am – 4 pm 
include (1) dropping off your donated items for NuDay Syria (Please see the entry under 
“Outreach” of this newsletter for complete details of what’s needed), (2) dropping off 
your Mite Boxes, and (3) decorating the Trinity Church building’s windows for Easter.  



Easter Windows  

Help Us Decorate the Windows at Trinity on Palm Sunday Afternoon! 
 You should have received an email on Friday, March 19th, with signup times and details 
about the window decorating event. (The event runs from 11 am – 4 pm, with signups every 
30 minutes.) If you did not receive the email, and would like to participate in this activity, 
please email administrator@trinitytopsfield.org. You will be provided with: Stencils or pre-
cut paper pieces out of which you can create your very own  springtime/Resurrection 
window, along with tape and encouragement. If you want to create your own window 
decorations without any assistance from us, you can do that, too! Be sure to sign up!  

 

Don’t Forget Flowers! 

 Send the names of loved ones you would like memorialized by Easter lilies on our Easter  
altar to administrator@trinitytopsfield.org by Thursday, March 25th. Their names will be 
printed in the Easter bulletin. And please mail your Easter flower donation check to the church 
or to our Trinity Church PO Box 308, Topsfield, MA 01983. 

 

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday 
You will receive one email on Wednesday, March 31st, that will contain the two 

corresponding Zoom links and the two corresponding bulletins for Maundy 

Thursday Worship Service & Good Friday Worship Service 

 

● We will Zoom Maundy Thursday Worship @ 7 pm; Rev. Rebecca will lead Worship from 
 her home  

○ We will remember the Last Supper with an Agape Meal  

○ Each family will supply their own bread and beverage 

● We recommend you partake of pita bread, feta cheese, olives, or fruit for 
our Worship service. Water is the drink of choice.   

● Zoom will begin  at 6:45 pm with 15 minutes of meditative music. 
○ Please use this time to prepare your food for the service. 

         ○    We will provide the liturgy  

 

We will Zoom Good Friday Worship @ 7 pm; Rev. Rebecca will lead Worship from her 
 home   

○ Prayers from the Prayer Book Service (included in the bulletin) will be 
prayed.  

○ During the Veneration of the Cross we will have beautiful music and 
accompanying beautiful images for mediation.  
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EASTER! – April 4th 
We will have a new Easter banner. There will be angels and an empty tomb. The windows 

will be decorated. The grounds will be beautiful. There will be a 6 am Service & a 9 am 

Service. 

● We will have a Daybreak Service at the outside altar @ 6 am (NOTE: If weather is bad, 
 this Service will be cancelled. You will receive an email the night before if this is the 
 case.) 

○ We will light the new fire of Easter  

○ We will say our Alleluias  

○ We will celebrate Communion  

○ Wear your masks  

○ No chairs, no bulletin, very informal 

 
● Easter Service @ 9 am  

○ Depending on the weather, the Service will be at the outside altar (All are 

invited to attend in person) AND on Zoom  

○ If the weather is bad, the Worship will be only on Zoom; If this is the case, we 

 will zoom from the church sanctuary BUT the congregation will remain at 

 home. You will receive an advance email if outdoor Service is cancelled. 

○ If the service is outdoors, we will have Communion.  

● Please wear your masks 
● The circles will be out on the lawn to help with social distancing 

○ The children will read parts of the service and join in the singing.  

○ The choir will sing the “Hallelujah Chorus.”  

○ The altar will be decorated with lilies.  

○ The Easter Egg Hunt will take place on the grounds or in the building depending  

on the weather after the 9 am service. This is for children 12 and under 

associated with the parish.  It will begin at 10:45 and end around noon. Stay 

tuned for an email from Trinity administrator for how to register your family’s 

attendance.  

Father, let the gift of your life 

Continue to grow in us, 

Drawing us from death to faith, hope and love. 

Keep us alive in Christ Jesus. 

Keep us watchful in prayer and true to his teaching 

Till your glory is revealed in us. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
From St Benedict’s Prayer Book                  



An Update from the Interim Rector about Genesis II 
 

The work has begun.   
 Our Genesis II Team has had a conversation about what is it that we hold dear about 

Trinity Church and we filled out a questionnaire that came to us from the Episcopal 
Church Foundation.   

 We have met with the Genesis II Team from Trinity, Melrose, and the coaches assigned 
to us by the National Church.   

 We have thoughts to ponder and articles to read.  
 We are looking forward to next steps! 

           Rev. Rebecca Blair 
          

Parish Administration 
 

Some Nuts & Bolts 
 
Church Offices Remain Closed   
 With COVID numbers remaining high in Essex County, Church Administrator Barb 
Bodengraven is continuing to work out of her home office for the foreseeable future, keeping 
everyone in the church connected via postings on our new Trinity web site and through 
volumes of weekly emails with attachments and announcements. Your doorway into news at 
Trinity as it unfolds is:  www.trinitytopsfield.org You may want to especially explore the 
“Parishioners” section accessed by clicking on the far right of the menu bar located across the 
top of every page of our web site. 
 Please Remember: You can always call the church office and leave a message on any 
day or at any time at 978-887-5570. Barb remotely checks the messaging system on a regular 
basis. You can also always reach the church offices by emailing 
administrator@trinitytopsfield.org 

 
Committee News 

 
Search Committee Update  

  

 As you may recall, our rector search is a 10 step-by-step process for the sequence of 
action items to be completed. To date, we have assembled and written the narrative for the 
Church Profile under the direction of our two editors (Mark Young, and Cyndi Bernhard-
Sanger). Currently, our Chaplain/Technical Expert, Ben Bollinger, is collaborating with Barb 
Bodengraven, utilizing an in-house Google Slides platform.  This format was selected as it is 
page-driven vs. text-driven and will better complement the narrative text and the supporting 
parish images.     
 Our hope is to complete our Parish Profile by late March/early April in preparation of 
the next step of forwarding the Profile to our Search Consultant, Jane Redmont, then next 
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approved by our Regional Canon, Rev. Martha Hubbard, and finally by the Bishop. It will then be 
approved by the Vestry and shared with the parish.  
 The Search Committee along with our consultant and Canon are excited with how 
Genesis II will complement and enhance our search process. We are including in the Profile the 
fact that we are participating in Genesis II, and that we will be seeking a new rector who will 
embrace the practice of building new ministries and relationships with our wider community as 
outlined in Genesis II.   
 As has been announced, we have six members who will make up the Trinity Genesis II 
team: myself and another member of the Search Committee (Jan Gaboriault) as well as a 
member of the Vestry (Paul Aldridge), and three parishioners (Jane Eskelund, Pembroke Kyle, 
and Indra Canagaratna) complete our team.         
 Lastly, a Lenten Retreat was scheduled for the Search Committee/Vestry on March 15th  
hosted again by our Search Consultant, Jane Redmont. The major purpose of this retreat was 
for spiritual nourishment as we continue making our way through our rector search in this 
season of Lent.  It was a time of reflection, meditation, and prayer, with some conversation that 
moved us toward both the search process and the Genesis II process.   
 Please visit the password-protected New Rector Search Committee area under the far-
right Parishioners tab on www.trinitytopsfield.org. Also, please note that the Search Committee 
meets every two weeks, gives an update to the Vestry on the second Monday of each month, 
and also provides an update to the parish on the first Sunday of every month.  

   

We walk in faith together. Thank you for being a part of this process! 
           John Wilson 

Outreach Committee Update 
 
 Thank you to everyone who contributed money, gift cards, and clothing to MANNA for 
the first part of our Lenten outreach project. Carol Westhaver brought scarves, socks, and more 
than 90 gift cards into Boston. Don’t forget the second half of our project collecting gently 
used clothing and coats, personal care items, first aid items, toys, sleeping bags and blankets, 
sewing materials and arts and crafts supplies for NuDay Syria. (www.nudaysyria.org) We will be 
collcting all these donations on Palm Sunday – this coming Sunday! – from 11 am – 4 pm at the 
church. If you would prefer pickup, please contact Joan Campbell or Rebecca Miller. 
 
 Please note: A special and separate Outreach Calendar is maintained inside the 
password-protected area of the Trinity Web site. To get details about our projects and confirm 
dates for our outreach events, simply visit www.trinitytopsfield.org and go to the Parishioners 
tab along the top menu bar to the far right. You must have the password to gain access. If 
you’ve lost it, please contact Barb and she will provide you with it.  
               Rebecca Miller 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nudaysyria.org/
http://www.trinitytopsfield.org/


Grounds Report  
 

 Our grounds group, (a subgroup within our Buildings &Grounds Task Force) convened to 
take a tour of the property. John Cole, Bill Shannon, Bruce Gaboriault, Andy Turcotte, and  I 
thought about how we might continue to beautify our grounds and how we might get the work 
done that needs to get done. We are all very interested in low maintenance solutions and we 
were very annoyed at the pine trees for dropping so many pine cones. 
 We thought about having a grounds clean-up day with very clear instructions as to what 
needs to be done some time in April. Joan and Dick Campbell have been doing some grounds 
clean up.  Thank you! 
 Andy and Bruce took advantage of the arrival of new trees at Home Depot and bought 
some flowering trees that will be low maintenance and will be beautiful additions to our 
grounds.  Thank you! 
 Work has started on replacing the flat roof that covers the kitchen, the hallway  
between the kitchen and the nursery, and the entrance to the preschool. 
 We have received money from our insurance company and the garage at the rectory is 
being repaired as I write this. 
          Rev. Rebecca Blair 
 
Brush Burning Day at the Rectory.  We'd love your help cleaning up the yard for 

spring.  Saturday, April 10th, 9am - 3pm.  Bring work gloves, rakes, clippers, water 

bottles, your mask etc.  We welcome help in 2 hour shifts.  Please let Pam Messenger 

know if you can help. Raindate: Sunday, April 11th, after church.    

Worship Notes & Gatherings 
 
Becoming the Beloved Community 
  

 We have one more session to go!  Once we have finished the course we will have a 
conversation with the Sacred Ground group on the South Coast about their experience with the 
curriculum and then with ECCO to see if we want to join that group. We are all grateful for the 
opportunity to learn and grow that this program has provided. 
          Rev. Rebecca Blair 

 

Choir/Music News 
 
 The music program is humming along at Trinity! Children are getting involved with recording 
worship music, so keep your eyes open for them in upcoming church services. The choir is also recording 
music for Holy Week and Easter. Laura and Lance regularly provide Sunday music. Laura also provides 
weekly meditation/prayer music on Youtube, and Barb sends out this link every Friday. Laura is teaching 
lessons in person at the church and online. She will be hosting a small Covid-safe Easter concert April 10 
which will be recorded and shared. If you have any questions about music, don't hesitate to contact me.  
             
        Laura Proctor, Director of Music 



Top Cupboard Food Pantry 

                
 Reminder: Even though the Pandemic continues, The Top Cupboard Food Pantry is still 
going strong. We are in operation on the second and fourth Saturday of each month, operating 
in a drive-by and delivery model. We have approximately 10-12 clients driving up to the side 
entrance of Trinity between 9 and 10 am during specified times. A food pantry member then 
walks out and places groceries in the client’s car. (We have a few additional clients that we 
deliver to at that time, as well.)  
  Please Note: No food or household items are being accepted at this time. We are, 
however, accepting financial donations, which can be done through our Facebook page, or by 
mailing a check payable to “Top Cupboard Food Pantry” to PO Box 98 in Topsfield, MA 01983.  
We are no longer using Trinity’s refrigerator because we have begun providing Market Basket 
gift cards again. 
 Thank you to everyone at Trinity Church for your continued support; we could not have 
serviced our clients as well as we have without Trinity’s flexibility and willingness to help us 
with anything we needed! During this pandemic, our clients have been well-served without a 
hitch. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call me on the dedicated 
Food Pantry cell phone at 978-807-8775. Or visit our new Top Cupboard web site – 
 www.topsfieldfoodpantry.org -- Thank You!     
                                                                Sue Dowd, Top Cupboard Board of Directors 

 
Trinity Preschool News 

  
Dear Trinity Church Members, 
 I thought the best way I could share with you about what is going on in the preschool 
right now is to share with you the opening section of my March newsletter to the families and 
staff at Trinity Preschool.  Here are my words: 
     “Looking back at my March newsletter from last year, I feel amazed at how much we have all 
been through since the Coronavirus first shut us down. First and foremost, I feel devastated at 
the losses we have suffered—the loss of life, businesses, careers, ability to socialize and smile 
unmasked at our neighbors as we walk by. I know many of you have suffered and I hope you 
know you are in our thoughts and hearts. 
     I feel incredibly grateful that we have been able to work with your children in person since 
June. Seeing the children play with each other, learn from their teachers, and not need to offer 
any “remote learning” have all been sincerely meaningful to the teachers and to me. Remote 
learning for preschoolers is so difficult. So much of the children’s learning at this age is 
navigating their social interactions with peers and with adults other than their parents. We feel 
gratified to see work with the children in person and to see the progress in our students’ 
growth this year. 
     Thank you for all your support this past year. Last Spring so many of you were able to donate 
back your tuition, which saved the school from significant losses. This year you have all been so 
diligent about keeping your children home when they appear to be brewing a cold or virus, 
testing when you have traveled, and following guidelines about quarantining. Thank you!   
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     I know we are all looking forward to receiving the vaccine and eventually regaining some 
sense of normalcy. In the meantime, please know how grateful we are for all of you, for your 
beautiful children, and for our ability to be together. The teachers and I are all scheduled for a 
vaccination or have had our vaccinations, so that is wonderful news.”  
 Our newly opened Threes program in the church nursery has started out beautifully! 
The parents, children and teachers are so thrilled that these youngest children are back! 
 We are grateful to the church for all of your support and encouragement as we serve 
the youngest children in our community. 
         Kelly Martignetti, Director 
 
 
 


