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An Update from Your Interim Rector & Wardens
It has been said that the only constant in our lives is change. Change continues to
happen at Trinity Church. Having been given permission by the State and the Diocese to do so,
we are changing the way we worship. Trinity will begin holding Sunday worship on Sunday, July
12, in a way that will allow us to gather in ways that will still keep us safe but will also give us a
deeper sense of being together in Christ.
From here on in – beginning this Sunday, July 12th – our Sunday morning worship will
be led from the grounds of Trinity Church. We will either use the outdoor altar or the altar and
the lectern in the Church. Deacon Barb and I will be at the altar. Other participants might be in
the church (especially if they are musicians), or at home. Until we get permission from the
bishop, our services will continue to be Morning Prayer. I am hoping that the bishops will have
guidance about Holy Communion within the next couple of weeks.
Every Sunday, we will have three ways of being together. All three ways will happen at
the same time – at 9 am on Sunday morning. We will all be using the same bulletin.

You Choose Which Way You Would Like to Attend Worship from the Following 3 Choices
When the weather cooperates (that is, when it is not raining and the outdoor temperature is
above 60 degrees), we will use the outdoor altar.
1. You can join us outside on the pavement and the grass between the altar and the
church.
o The grass and the pavement will be marked with circles of rope so as to promote
social distancing;
o We ask that you wear a mask and bring your own blankets/chairs and bulletins;
o Hand sanitizer will be available;
o The bathrooms near the office will be open;
 The bathrooms will be sanitized before Sunday morning and after;
 Only two people will be allowed in the building at a time and we ask that
after you use the bathroom, you use the wipes provided to wipe down
the toilet, sink and faucet and door handles;
o We will use microphones and speakers so that you can hear as well as see the
service.
OR
2. You can drive to Trinity, stay in your car and worship with us.
o The service will be transmitted through a channel on your FM radio. You will be
told the exact channel on Sunday morning;
o You will also be able to watch and participate by ZOOM using your smart phone;
o You will have to bring your own bulletin.
OR
3. You can stay at home and worship through ZOOM
o You will see Trinity’s grounds during the summer and fall. You will see the inside
of the church on cold and/or rainy days;
o Because of a different microphone setup, it will be possible to hear unison
responses;
o We will have a laptop running the ZOOM app on a table next to the altar so that I
will be able to see those of you who are worshiping from home.
When the weather does not cooperate (that is, if it is raining and the temperature is below 60
degrees), worship will be led from inside the church.
During inclement or unfavorable weather, options for community worship will be:
o Stay in Your Car Church
o Stay at Home Church with ZOOM

There might be a time when worship will be led from the parking lot (as it was for Palm Sunday
and Easter) and the options will be:
o Stay in Your Car Church
o Stay at Home Church with ZOOM
All this is possible through the hard work of the Re-gathering Team (Paul Aldridge, Lance and
Jane Eskelund, Deacon Barb Stowe, Laura Proctor, Pam McKay, and Rebecca Blair), who:
o Met every Thursday evening since the pandemic began to insure that our worship was
(and is) as problem-free as possible;
o Made home visits to make sure everyone could connect;
o Acquired and tested the necessary technology;
o (The cost of all of our new technology and campus-wide Wifi has been covered
by monies from the Comprehensive Campaign that were designated for
technological upgrades.)
o Worked through the State and Diocesan Reopening/Re-gathering protocols;
o Attended to myriad details, many of which are now forgotten, but all of them were
necessary for everything to run smoothly.
The work of contacting and connecting the parish that was done by Deacon Barb’s helpers and
the Men’s Group continues to inspire us to include everyone as much as possible all of the time.
Thank you.
Please Note: The Vestry and the Diocese have approved the above new worship plans.
As you can tell, these are complex and cautious plans. But we believe they are good plans. If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email Rev. Rebecca Blair. As we all watched
Governor Baker explain Stage 3, we could not help but recognize the balancing act we are
asking him to perform. We want our government to let us do what we want and at the same
time keep us safe. The same is true of our diocesan officials. We pray regularly for them all and
hope you do, too.
Rev. Rebecca Blair
Pam McKay Lesley Cefalo

Parish Administration
Some Nuts & Bolts





During the week, the office will remain closed. Access to the building will remain
limited.
Trinity Preschool will be holding a summer program during the month of July and will
begin its 2020-2021 school year in September.
The Tri-Town Council will be holding an outdoor, skills-based camp on our property the
week of August 11. They will use our parish hall if it is raining.
Laura Proctor will be holding in-person piano lessons in her studio.






If you would like to hold an in-person meeting or event at the church, please contact
Rev. Rebecca Blair or Barb Bodengraven so that we can put your event on the calendar
and make sure all the safety protocols are in place.
Due to the complexities of preschool and church social distancing and sanitizing
requirements, we will not be inviting outside groups into our building until we are in
Stage 4 of the Massachusetts Reopening plan.
Please take some time to peruse our new Church Website www.trinitytopsfield.org to
familiarize yourself with all the resources and information it contains. Our online
communications are growing more important every day, and as we continue operating
from this place of social isolation, the website can be a platform that keeps us
connected.

Outreach
At the Salem-based Lifebridge social service agency, every day 70-100 people
experiencing homelessness and food insecurity are served a hot meal. Trinity Church volunteers
have been assisting with these efforts for the past five years. And we have continued doing so
even during this time of pandemic and quarantine. This has only been possible due to the
generosity and efforts of the Trinity Men’s Breakfast Group.
Because we weren’t able to gather in the Trinity Church kitchen to prepare hot meals,
we ordered prepared meals from the Breakaway Restaurant in Danvers. Men’s Breakfast Group
member Mark Young has served as our liaison, picking the food up from Breakaway and
delivering it to Lifebridge. We want to thank the Men’s Breakfast Group for their support of this
outreach endeavor and offer a special “thank you” to Mark Young for all his help.
We also want to announce that – as of Tuesday, July 7 – we have begun again cooking
and preparing meals for Lifebridge in our own Trinity kitchen!
Carol Westhaver and Indra Canagaratna

Other Worship Notes
Bible Study
Trinity Church Bible Study is meeting virtually via Zoom until we are able to meet
together in person. Every Wednesday at 10 am, interested participants can click into a link
provided by Bible Study leader, the Rev. Rebecca Blair. If you are interested in joining, please
contact her a day or two before the next meeting so that she can email you the meeting link
and access codes. Rev. Rebecca may be reached at revrebeccahomansblair@gmail.com or via
cell phone at 508- 558-6849.

Choir/Music News
The Trinity music program is developing in a positive manner throughout the summer.
Starting the week of July 6, piano lessons will be offered in person with masks, sanitizing, and
social distancing. Online lessons will also continue for piano and voice. For Sunday worship,
choir members will continue to lead hymns in church via Zoom. As we approach stage three of
reopening, we will explore ways for choir members to sing with some degree of collaboration
while maintaining social distance and safety. Laura is continuing to produce sacred music
recordings each week, all available on YouTube. Church administrator, Barb Bodengraven,
emails out these links Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. If you have any questions regarding
music at Trinity, don't hesitate to contact Laura at lauraproctor22@gmail.com or 978-423-1455.
Thank you for your support of Trinity!
Laura Proctor, Director of Music

Top Cupboard Food Pantry
In an effort to return to a more normal type of operation, the Top Cupboard Food
Pantry at Trinity Church transitioned from being a full-delivery service (which is how it was
operating during the pandemic spike from March through May), to drive-by pick-up service in
early June. Food and household items are available for clients to drive by and pick up during
Pantry hours, which have been changed from their usual 8 – 10 am hours of operation to 9 –
10 am. If you or someone you know are in need of groceries, please call ahead to place an order
at 978-807-8775.The next pantry date will be July 11. The Top Cupboard is operational every
other Saturday. It will continue with pre-ordered pickups until it is deemed safe to re-gather on
site at the Church. Clients remain in their cars while a volunteer places food items in trunks.
Please be advised that, for the time being during this pandemic, we cannot accept any
type of food or household items to the Pantry. We would be most appreciative, however, for
any financial donations. You may send checks made out to “Top Cupboard Food Pantry” to:
PO Box 98, Topsfield, MA 01983. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate
to call me on the dedicated Food Pantry cell phone at 978-807-8775. Thank You!
Sue Dowd, Top Cupboard Board of Directors

Trinity Preschool News
I am excited to report that the preschool is gearing up to run a summer program in July.
We wanted to provide the children and families with some fun relief this summer, and when we
got the green light from the Department of Early Education and Care to open, we decided to go
for it! Rebecca and the Vestry thought it would be a good test run before reopening in
September and I wholeheartedly agree!
We started on July 6 and will run through July 30th, with two groups of ten children and
6 counselors (3 per group). Yes, we have more counselors than we need, but that will allow us
some more flexibility to make sure we are following all of the new recommendations for
cleaning, disinfecting and keeping children safe. We will start with a “Gardening and Farming”
theme, which Andy Turcotte is helping us with. He has set up a little greenhouse and tepees in
the courtyard, and he will teach the children all about plants and gardening.(The tepees are to
grow bean plants up the poles!) He’s excited -- as are we! We will then have a week of “Invent
It,” followed by “Little Chefs” and “Superheroes!”
We will have many new protocols to follow to keep everyone safe. Parents will not be
allowed in the building. Parents will have an assigned time to drop their children off and pick
them up, and I will go to the car to screen each child verbally and visually before they can enter
the building. Once inside, the counselor will walk the child to the classroom where the child will
wash his/her hands before commencing play. We have all sorts of new strategies to keep the
children safe in the classroom and are planning most of our summer program to be outside on
the playground. Children will not be required to wear masks, but counselors and I will wear
them around our necks and use them whenever we need to be in close proximity to a child. I
have a wonderful crew of counselors who are thrilled to be working at Trinity this summer.
They have each completed a safety training program by EEC and I feel confident they will do a
wonderful job.
We continue to plan for the upcoming school year, while also knowing that our
circumstances could change before September. I am looking into using the Teen Room for a
classroom next year, as our class sizes need to be 50% of what they normally are. We are
waiting to offer a formal ‘Threes’ program until the spring, as many of these children require a
lot of love, care, hugging, wiping of tears the first month of school. We felt we could better
meet their needs in the spring when they were older, and we are closer to having a vaccine for
COVID-19. I hope everyone is staying well and doing okay with this continued situation we find
ourselves in. Thank you for your continued support of the preschool.
Kelly Martignetti, Director

Next Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for information or articles to be included in the Trinity August Newsletter is July 27, 2020

