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A Message from Your Senior Warden  

 
 By now, you know that our finances require that we search for a rector who will work ¾ time 
rather than full time. Knowing this, I remain encouraged that Trinity Church continues to be a strong and 
vibrant parish. So many of you are working tirelessly to make this happen. Vestry, Finance, Search and 
Worship Committees continue to meet and make decisions for our future. Outreach is working hard to 
keep us connected with our mission to help others in the community and around the world. Our 
Preschool continues to thrive. When we are able to return to our building at the end of this pandemic, 
things will look the same at first glance but we will be stronger and ready to take on our future with new 
leadership. Stay tuned for new programs…participate…help Trinity grow!! 
         
        Blessings!  Stay Safe. 

       Pam McKay, Senior Warden 

 



An Update from the Interim Rector  
 

Dear Friends in Christ; 
  The Finance Committee and Vestry have taken a hard look at Trinity’s finances and have 
come to an understanding that it is appropriate for Trinity to search for and find a Rector who 
will work ¾ time. I am thankful for the hard work that they have done and I know that all of you 
are grateful for the leadership that they have provided. What is important for all us to take into 
our hearts is that the next phase of life for Trinity depends on all of you. 
 

 The salaries of your employees depend on your pledges of financial support. 

 As Trinity discovers new ways to relate to and interact with the people who live in 
Topsfield, Middleton, and Boxford, Trinity will grow in strength and mission. That work 
of discovery and experimentation depends on you. 

  
  Your Regional Canon, Martha Hubbard, recommended that Trinity participate in a 
National Church Program called Genesis II. Genesis II is a six-month program that encourages 
churches toward redevelopment by helping them find ways to engage/re-engage their 
neighborhoods. The Vestry agreed this was a good idea and voted to participate. Genesis II 
starts with an application. Once Trinity is accepted, Trinity joins a cohort of other churches who 
are also interested in doing the work of redevelopment. Once a month, the cohort gathers over 
Zoom to discuss ideas and issues. The Zoom meetings are led by a coach who will stay with this 
group of churches for the whole six months. If Trinity finds this process valuable, there are 
other programs within the Genesis program that build on the initial experience. I have sent the 
application off to the National Church. In order for Genesis II to work, we need five people who 
are willing to commit to discovering new ways of engaging with our neighborhoods and 
attending the mentoring sessions. Please let me know by emailing me at 
rector@trinitytopsfield.org if you would like to participate. 
 Regarding Lent:  We will be observing Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February 17, at 
7 pm. You will receive a Zoom link and a bulletin for Ash Wednesday prior to that date and 
time.  
 The Cathedral Church of St Paul is offering a Lenten Preaching Series on Zoom --  
“Repentance 2021 -- Turning back to God Here and Now.” The Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
invites you to attend on Thursdays at noon throughout Lent. This year's series lifts up voices of 
leaders who are fairly new to the greater Boston area or who have come to see the area anew. 
The sermons will be offered within the context of a brief service of noonday prayer. 
Conversation with the preacher and other attendees follows, with an end time of 1:15 pm. 
Registration is required.  For more information and to register go to 
www.stpaulboston.org/lent2021. 

 
        Faithfully yours, Rev. Rebecca Blair 
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Parish Administration 
 

Some Nuts & Bolts 
 
Church Offices Remain Closed   
 With COVID numbers remaining high in Essex County, Church Administrator Barb 
Bodengraven is continuing to work out of her home office, keeping everyone in the church 
connected via postings on our new Trinity web site and through volumes of weekly emails with 
attachments and announcements. Barb’s basic work hours remain the same they have always 
been:  8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Monday – Thursday. In addition, she continues to email 
parishioners the weekly bulletin along with the Zoom invitation every Friday for the upcoming 
Sunday worship service.  
  
 Your doorway into news at Trinity as it unfolds is:  www.trinitytopsfield.org 
You may want to especially explore the “Parishioners” section accessed by clicking on the far 
right of the menu bar located across the top of every page of our web site. 
 
 Please Remember: You can always call the church office and leave a message on any 
day or at any time at 978-887-5570. Barb remotely checks the messaging system on a regular 
basis. You can also always reach the church offices by emailing 
administrator@trinitytopsfield.org 
 

 
Committee News 

 
Search Committee Update  
 January was a busy month of reading church profiles from other towns and beginning to 
formulate the sections of our own profile. To search for a rector, we have protocols to follow 
that were given to us by the Diocese. It is a step-by-step process of what must be done. There 
are 10 steps to follow. Currently, the Search Committee is on step four – reading the profiles of 
many towns and pulling together our own. Each committee member received three profiles to 
read to see what they liked or disliked. We looked for a variety of things – the flow of the 
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information, whether there was there too much information and too many photos, or not 
enough. This process was extremely helpful for when we started compiling our own profile. 
Each member is in charge of three profile sections. We have two editors from 
the team that have volunteered to review and edit it all. We have set our goal for the first 
draft to be completed by the end of February. 
 We spoke to Jane Redmont, our consultant, in the first week of the month and had 
invited her to a meeting but, unfortunately the meeting had to be moved. She had suggested 
that the Vestry and Search Committee have a Lenten retreat together in March. Please note the 
Search Committee meets every two weeks, gives an update to the Vestry each month, and then 
we provide an update on the first Sunday of every month to the parish.  Always remember to 
check the Trinity website – www.trinitytopsfield.org -- as we have a wealth of information 
about our search process assembled there. Our Search Committee documents and information 
are found under the Parishioners section of the website. It is password protected. Please 
contact Barb for the password. May God bless this process and all of you. 
 Your Trinity Search Committee members are Denise Aldridge, Cyndi Bernhard-Sanger, 
Ben Bollinger, Joan Campbell, Jan Gaboriault, Michael McKay, Mark Young, Carol Westhaver, 
and John Wilson.  

   

We walk in faith together. Thank you for being a part of this process! 
           John Wilson 

Outreach Committee Update 
 
 In January, as a precursor to the Outreach Committee’s Lenten project, Joan Lunn and 
Rev. Rebecca delivered sweaters and 50 handmade winter hats to MANNA (Many Angels 
Needed Now and Always) in Boston. Currently, the committee is collecting McDonald’s gift 
cards for MANNA until February 24th. As you may remember, MANNA is a ministry with the 

homeless community sponsored by St. Paul’s Cathedral near the Boston Common. If you’d like 
to donate McDonald’s gift cards, please either mail them (or cash to purchase cards) to Carol 
Westhaver or drop them off at her home before February 24th. (Please look up her contact 
information in the Trinity Parish Directory that Barb updated and emailed to all parishioners 
just before Christmas. Or, if you need a copy of the directory, contact Barb.)  
 In addition, the committee is collecting some basic clothing supplies – that is, white socks, 
scarves, mittens, and gloves -- for MANNA. There is a box in the vestibule marked “MANNA” for these 
donations. (Please keep in mind that these clothing donations for MANNA can also be dropped off at 
Carol’s house.) The Outreach Committee is hoping that, with warm clothing and the means to warm up 
inside McDonald’s around the city, MANNA clients may find some much-needed respite from the streets 
this winter. 

 The second part of the committee’s Lenten project includes collecting items for NuDay 
Syria. From March 1st through March 28th, committee members will be collecting clean 
clothing (including coats and boots), blankets, sewing and knitting materials and notions, 
children’s toys, bedding, towels, and personal care items for women and children only.   
Please bag all items. These items will be shipped to refugees living in Syrian camps who have 
been suffering from the chaos of war in their country. Please drop off your NuDay Syria 
donations Saturday, March 27, from 12-2 pm and Sunday, March 28, from 10:30am -12:30pm 
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at the church. OR, if you cannot get to Trinity, please contact Joan Campbell, who will make 
arrangements for your donations to be picked up. . 
 Finally, as part of the Outreach Committee’s current activities, Susan Olmsted, Manjula 
Canagaratna, and Rebecca Miller are tutoring Esperanza students twice a week in math until 
the end of the school year. Also, members of the Outreach Committee served dinner at 
LifeBridge on February 10th and staffed the Top Cupboard Food Pantry on February 13th. 
 Please note: A special and separate Outreach Calendar is maintained inside the 
password-protected area of the Trinity Web site. To get details about our projects and confirm 
dates for our outreach events, simply visit www.trinitytopsfield.org and go to the Parishioners 
tab along the top menu bar to the far right. You must have the password to gain access. If 
you’ve lost it, please contact Barb and she will provide you with it.  
               Rebecca Miller 

 
Worship Notes & Gatherings 

 
Becoming the Beloved Community 
  
 Our Sacred Ground/Beloved Community group continues to meet. We are watching videos 
about how different immigrant groups have experienced America and reading lots of articles and two 
books. The books are Howard Thurman’s “Jesus and the Disinherited” and Debby Irving’s “Waking up 
White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race.” We are learning to listen to and trust the stories of 
others and appreciate the complexity of our American reality. The question remains: How will we 
respond and what will we do with knowledge and understanding that we have gained? Please let me 
know if you would like to join us.  
  
          Rev. Rebecca Blair 

 

Choir/Music News 
 
 Music is continuing to flourish at Trinity. Sunday morning worship is full of hymns, 
chants and preludes -- all pre-recorded by Laura and our community musicians. The choir uses 
GarageBand technology to continue to create full choral pieces once a month. Private lessons 
are offered at the church both in person and online. If you have any questions about music, 
please contact Laura Proctor.          
        Laura Proctor, Director of Music 
 

Top Cupboard Food Pantry 

                
 Reminder: Even though the Pandemic rages on, The Top Cupboard Food Pantry is still 
going strong. We are in operation on the second and fourth Saturday of each month, operating 
in a drive-by and delivery model. We have approximately 10-12 clients driving up to the side 
entrance of Trinity between 9 and 10 am during specified times. A food pantry member then 
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walks out and places groceries in the client’s car. (We have a few additional clients that we 
deliver to at that time, as well.)  
  Please Note: No food or household items are being accepted at this time. We are, 
however, accepting financial donations, which can be done through our Facebook page, or by 
mailing a check payable to “Top Cupboard Food Pantry” to PO Box 98 in Topsfield, MA 01983.  
We are no longer using Trinity’s refrigerator because we have begun providing Market Basket 
gift cards again. 
 Thank you to everyone at Trinity Church for your continued support; we could not have 
serviced our clients as well as we have without Trinity’s flexibility and willingness to help us 
with anything we needed! During this pandemic, our clients have been well-served without a 
hitch. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call me on the dedicated 
Food Pantry cell phone at 978-807-8775. Or visit our new Top Cupboard web site – 
 www.topsfieldfoodpantry.org -- Thank You!     
                                                                Sue Dowd, Top Cupboard Board of Directors 

 
 

Trinity Preschool News 
  
 We are busy in the preschool enjoying the snow, making snow people outside, studying 
about animals in winter and excitedly preparing for Valentine’s Day parties. As always, the 
preschool is a happy place to be. We are healthy, continuing to follow all protocols mandated 
by EEC and CDC, wearing our masks, staying home when we aren’t feeling well, and getting 
tested when we travel out of state. We are so proud and happy that we have remained in 
person this school year. The children need to be in their classes, learning from their teachers 
and playing with their friends. We are thankful that both teachers and families have respected 
the protocols so that we can remain open. 
 We just finished up our mid-year assessments and our parent-teacher conferences. Of 
course, these were all done remotely, but we realized that this helped both parents participate 
in the meetings more than when we held these conferences in person. The overall 
communication back to the teachers was profound gratitude for all that we are doing, working 
so hard to keep the children in school. We saw an overall delay in skills when the children 
returned to school in September after having been home from March until September. I do 
believe we have caught the children up and their skills are around where we expect them to be 
in January.  
 Enrollment for next year is underway and I am happy to report that we are 95% filled. 
We have a few openings in our Three-Day Threes class, but all other classes are full. Our 
teachers are all planning to return next year, and we are very hopeful that while we may still be 
wearing masks, we can return to working together more closely after we all receive the vaccine.  
I am busy planning for summer camp at Trinity. We will hold an 8-week camp from June 14-Aug 
5. We have eight incredibly fun themes and 8 wonderful counselors hired. Amazingly, the camp 
filled up completely in four days. All weeks have waiting lists and I am busy with confirmations. 
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It is a happy time in the preschool. Children love Valentine’s Day, sharing their affection for 
their friends and teachers, for their parents and their families. We hope that everyone in the 
church has a wonderful Valentine’s Day and a safe and happy month. 
         Kelly Martignetti, Director 
          

 

 


