
May 18,2020 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Just when we thought we had ZOOM all figured out…Yesterday’s worship service was 
frustrating for everyone.  Nothing worked right.   
 
It felt a little like being back in middle school with the lights turned off, waiting for the 
educational film to start. The teacher would have thought that she had threaded the film 
through the projector correctly…but no!  The lights would go back on. The teacher would 
speak into the intercom, trying to summon someone to help her (it was usually a ‘her’). 
More waiting…the projector would start burning up the film. Someone would finally come 
and rescue both us and the film. It was even more exciting when the projector was one of 
the new ones that was supposed to thread the film without human assistance. 
 
It became quite clear early on that, as we struggled to worship as we had planned, our 
problems were not of our own making. It was on the TV Sunday news shows that ZOOM 
had let lots of churches down that morning. 
 
Thank you, Paul, for doing what you could. Thank you to those who filled in at the last 
minute for people who were unable to log on or who had disappeared into some kind of 
peculiar place where the rest of us could neither see nor hear them. Thank you to 
everyone who endured and stayed the course. 
 
On to next week…. 
 
As most of you know already, Governor Baker has implemented Phase 1 of his Reopening 
Massachusetts Plan. Phase 1 allows for churches to ‘reopen’ and establishes the protocols 
that should be in place if a church is to hold worship services in a safe manner. The 
Diocese of Massachusetts is developing its own protocols for ‘regathering’. These 
protocols will be available to us at some point this week. Our regional canon, Martha 
Hubbard, has advised me that we should still plan on ZOOM worship this Sunday. Perhaps 
things will be different for Pentecost. 
 
One of the things that I have really enjoyed about the way we are worshiping these days is 
hearing people respond to the readings. As our congregation has grown, it has become 
difficult to manage spontaneous conversations.  So, the new plan is this:  I am asking you 
to communicate with me (reverebeccahomansblair@gmail.com) as to your willingness to 
be a Gospel Commentator. We can discuss which week would be a good week for you to 
do this work. Ideally, it would be great for two people each week to join me in the work of 
applying the Scriptures to our everyday lives.    
 

mailto:reverebeccahomansblair@gmail.com


We are now in the season of graduations.  Please send to 
trinity.episcopalchurch@verizon.net the names of people you know who are graduating 
(from kindergarten, from elementary school, from middle school, from high school from 
college…). We will include them in our bulletin and our prayers on Sunday.   
 
If you know of a member of Trinity Church who is graduating from high school and going 
on to college, please let us know. Trinity would like to offer them a monetary gift that will 
help them with a few of the expenses that they will certainly incur.  
 
Wednesday Bible Study resumes this week at 10 am. You will find the ZOOM invitation 
and some historical information about Jeremiah as part of this email.  
 
Look for our Wednesday Worship Youtube Videos and feltboard story.  Much less 
glitchy than ZOOM! 
 
If you are interested in helping put together and deliver our Pentecost Packages, let me 
know by Wednesday revrebeccahomansblair@gmail.com.  All help is welcome. 
 
Even though Barb is not physically working in the office, she is still attempting to maintain 
some semblance of a regular schedule while working from home. Typically, she works 10 
am – 2 pm Monday - Friday. Please help her maintain those hours by only expecting her to 
respond to your emails and telephone calls during this time. Barb checks the church 
phone regularly, so the church phone number and the church email are the best way to be 
in touch. If there is an emergency, or a request that must be executed in a timely manner, 
please call me at 508-558-6894. 
 
It has been a tradition at Trinity to host the Diocesan Budget Hearings.  This year, all 
conversations about the Diocesan Budget will be held through ZOOM.  The first 
conversation about budget priorities will be tomorrow, May 19, at 7 pm.  Direction 
on how to join the meeting are on the diomass.org  website.  Having been a host for these 
meetings, I know the diocesan budget committee values your input. Please join the 
conversation if you can.   
 
If you are responsible for a newsletter article, the deadline is this Wednesday, May 
20th. 
 
Keep the Faith! 
As ever, 
Rebecca 
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