
June 22, 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Early on, Bishop Alan suggested that we would celebrate Pentecost inside our churches.  

That has turned out not to be so. 

 

On Sunday, we read from the Gospel according the Matthew: 

 

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 

your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of 

more value than many sparrows. 

 

In 1905, Civilia D. Martin wrote these words that became a Gospel song: 

 

Why should I feel discouraged 

Why should the shadows come 

Why should my heart feel lonely 

And long for heaven and home 

When Jesus is my portion 

A constant friend is He? 

His eye is on the sparrow 

And I know He watches over me 

His eye is on the sparrow 

And I know He watches me. 

 

As we enter into Phase 2 of how we, as a society, are responding to the Coronavirus, I am 

experiencing new waves of anxiety. Perhaps you are as well.    

 

I wonder if our response has been as effective as it could be.  I wonder if the decisions that 

I make and we make together are the right ones as we move forward.  Holding on to our 

dreams of how we are to be as a community once this virus is no longer a threat, we move 

forward. 

 

We have three initiatives that will carry us through these times and beyond. 

 

 The Search is on for the new rector. 

o The Search Committee takes the lead, but the process will involve everybody.   

o We will hear from John Wilson and Carol Westhaver on a regular basis. 

o The website (our new, beautiful website) will be a place where you can stay 

connected to the process.   



 

 Phase 2 will involve a greater use of technology, not less. 

o As we become more familiar with the blessings and curses of technology, we 

will be deciding what technology we will use long term. 

o New things will become possible: technology will enhance our worship and 

strengthen our community. 

o Thank you to Paul Aldrich and Lance and Jane Eskelund for the work that you 

are doing. 

 

 As we learn about our culture’s complicity in the sins of racism, as we craft how we 

will respond by giving and acting, our church will find its way into a more just, 

spirit-filled future. 
o Look over the resources at https://episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation . 

o Join me for a ZOOM conversation on Tuesday afternoon or Wednesday 
evening. 

o Stay tuned for the recommendations that will come out of the Outreach 
Committee that is chaired by Rebecca Miller. 

 

It goes without saying, but is worth saying anyway, that we are all grateful for all the ways 
people in church have taken care of us and all the care that is being taken of our buildings 
and grounds. 
 
God knows that as the shadows lengthen, we can feel discouraged and lonely.  God has his 
eye on us. We are of more value to him than the sparrows (and the woodchucks and the 
squirrels).  And He will keep us safe. 
 
Here is a prayer from the St Benedict Prayer Book. 
 

Father in heaven, 
The hand of your loving kindness 

Powerfully yet gently guides 
All the moments of our day. 

Go before us in our pilgrimage of life, 
Anticipate our needs and prevent our failing. 

Send your Spirit to untie us in faith, 
That sharing in your service 

We may rejoice in your presence. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Faithfully yours, 
Rebecca 

 

 

https://episcopalchurch.org/racial-reconciliation

