
 
 

June 1, 2020 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Yesterday, as we gathered to celebrate the mighty wind and the tongues of fire 
that marked the coming of the Holy Spirit and the possibility of new life in 
Christ, that imagery matched a terrifying reality that we saw on our TV and 
computer screens. 
 
As we worshiped, the testimony of Georgie Magner as she spoke of living in 
Roxbury and being the mother of a black man and of Nancy Savage who is also 
the mother of a black man gave us a proximity to the pain and the concern that 
is at the center of the distress of the present moment. 
 
We are afraid.  We are afraid for those we love.  We are afraid for those we 
have never met.  We want safety. 
 
The concept of safety has always informed our choices about where we choose 
to live, how we will raise our children, how we go about our lives. 
 
The concept of safety can also curdle into something sour and/or poisonous. 
 
I think immediately of Robespierre’s Committees of Public Safety during the 
French Revolution. 
 
Throughout our own American history, safety for families like yours and mine 
has meant the removal of Native American from their ancestral lands and the 
murderous persecution of people of color. 
 
On the day of Pentecost, disciples thought the safest thing they could do was 
huddle in that upper room, keep each other company, and lock the door. 
 
When the Spirit came upon them, it gave the disciples the means to talk to all 
those people outside those doors so that the disciples were no longer 



concerned about their own safety; they were now concerned about the will of 
God. 
 
So, the question for us is, what is the will of God for us now? How are we to 
respond to the anger and pain of these times? 
 
Specifically, how does the love of God and the love we have for each other 
translate into actions we might take to address the pain that is so prevalent in 
communities of color these days? 
 
Let us talk about this amongst ourselves. Let us find ways to respond. Bring 
your ideas to Bible Study. Bring your ideas to worship on Sunday. Together, we 
will do our part. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
Rebecca 
 
 
 
 
 
 


