
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Transition UPdate 
 

Dear People of Trinity Church: 
 I love looking at pictures of churches from fifty to hundred to two-hundred 
years ago. It is a lovely thing to see new churches built on empty lots where the trees 
and the shrubs and neighborhoods have not yet grown up around them. The pictures 
of altars decorated for Easter and Christmas show us changing tastes and changing 
concerns. These days there are no more potted palms. Gone are the garlands of laurel 
leaves. 
 There was a time when clergy wore academic gowns and the pulpit was a 
central piece of furniture.  (The clergy often look a little lost in their vestments. and 
out of touch with the concerns of their congregations.) 
 When people look at pictures of Trinity one hundred years from now, what will 
they see that is no longer familiar? 
 Where are we on the cusp of changing right now?  What will remain constant 
as change happens?  What will be consigned to the dustbin? How are we changing 
and how will we remain the same? 
 When I was ordained over thirty years ago, the emphasis was on not on change, 
but on doing what we had always done better than we had done before, with greater 
skill, commitment and enthusiasm. 
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 Now we know that the church we love will find its twenty-first and twenty-
second century identities  through devotion to Christ, through prayer and through a 
willingness to take risks for the sake of the Gospel. 
 There is no blueprint.  But there are possibilities.  May God bless us as we 
explore the possibilities as they present themselves. 
In Christ, 
Rebecca 
 

Interim Rector Rebecca Blair's Office Hours 
 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Rebecca is also available afternoons and evenings by request. To arrange a meeting 

after hours, please call her cell phone: 508-558-6849; or email her at 
revrebeccahomansblair@gmail.com. 

 
-------------------------------------------- 

 

An Invitation from Presiding Bishop Curry to Turn and Pray on 
Behalf our Nation 

February 11, 2020 
 As the season of Lent approaches, Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry invites Episcopalians and people of faith to turn and pray on behalf of our 
nation:“In times of great national concern and urgency, people of faith have returned 
to ancient practices of repentance, prayer and fasting as ways of interceding with God 
on behalf of their nation and the world. This is such a moment for us in the United 
States. 
 “On Ash Wednesday I will join with other Christian leaders observing this Lent 
as a season of prayer, fasting and repentance on behalf of our nation, with continued 
fasting each Wednesday until the Wednesday before Advent begins. “Our appeal 
comes during a time of profound division and genuine crisis of national character. 
This is not a matter of party or partisanship, but of deep concern for the soul of 
America. “The group of religious “Elders” who share this commitment – the same 
group that over a year ago published the “Reclaiming Jesus” statement – includes 
Evangelical, Roman Catholic, mainline Protestant leaders. While we hold diverse 
political affiliations and positions on many issues facing our country, we find common 
ground in two shared convictions: 
• First and foremost, we are committed to Jesus Christ as Lord, and his way of love 

as our primary loyalty. 
• Second, because we love our country, we are concerned about its moral and 

spiritual health and well-being. 



 “For me, this call is rooted in my personal commitment to practice Jesus’s Way 
of Love, by which I turn, learn, pray, worship, bless, go and rest in the way of our 
savior. Especially now, drawn together by love, hope and concern, and recalling the 
wisdom of our ancient traditions, I am grateful to join others in the spiritual practice 
of prayer, fasting and repentance for our nation. If you feel called to join us in this 
practice, the invitation,  together with the “Reclaiming Jesus” document, can be found 
on the Reclaiming Jesus website.” 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God … We humbly pray that we may always prove ourselves a people 
mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable 
industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and 
confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, 
and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many 
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name 
we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, 
and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise among the 
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in 
the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Your brother, 

 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church 

 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Parish Administration 
 

New Building & Grounds Committee Forming for 2020 
If you're interested in getting involved in the beautification and maintenance of our 
gardens and grounds, please contact Rev. Rebecca directly at 508-558-6849. 
Committee responsibilities will include: 

 Reprioritizing the maintenance concerns that are listed in the Strategic Plan; 

 Discerning how various tasks will get done, including volunteer labor and 
hiring people to do the work; 

 Making the necessary arrangements so that the work gets done; 

 Serving a term that begins in March and ends in November. 
Thank YOU! 

http://www.reclaimingjesus.org/


 
Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for information or articles to be included in the April Newsletter is March 23, 2020. 

 
Worship 

 
Bible Study Has Started Up Again! 
Due to Jo's departure, the Bible Study group was forced to disband for several weeks. 
Rebecca has re-launched this important enhancement to Sunday worship services. 
And it meets at its same day and time: Mondays at 10:30 am. All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend! No need to register. If the group outgrows Rebecca's office, it 
can always migrate to a larger space… 
 
Altar Guild Meeting Scheduled for Sunday, March 29th, at 9 am.  
Please attend if you can. 

 
Community & Special Events 

 
Liberating Ourselves from Racism 
The churches of the North Shore Deanery, in partnership with the Mission Institute, 
are hosting a four-week workshop series called Liberating Ourselves from Racism. In this 
program, we'll be examining racism through the lens of our faith. Each church in the 
deanery is sponsoring a team to participate. The workshops are scheduled for 
Saturday mornings from 9 am - noon on April 25th, May 2nd, May 9th, and 
May 16th. The location is TBD. Participants are asked to commit to attend each of 
the four sessions. For more information or to sign up, contact Denise at 978-352-
7678 or denise@scarletgecko.com. We'd like to have our team identified by 
March 15th. Consider joining Team Trinity! 
 
The Crafter Group is Starting Up Again  
After its post-Christmas hiatus, the Crafters will once again meet every Tuesday 
beginning Tuesday, March 3, 2020, at 10:30 am.  
 
The Men's and Women's Breakfast Groups are Re-grouping 
Men's Breakfast Group meets at Trinity on the first Thursday of each month at 8 
a.m.; the Group will next meet Thursday, March 5th, at 8 am for its usual bacon-
and-eggs extravaganza. Additionally, several members of the group can be found at 8 
am at the Depot Diner in Beverly at various other Thursday mornings. Please speak 
to Bruce Gaboriault or Mark Young if you would like to participate. 
 



Women's Breakfast Group meets at Trinity on the second Thursday of each month 
at 8:30 am; the Group will next galvanize on Thursday, March 12th, at 8:30 am.  
 
Chocolate Fest! 
Calling all Chocolate lovers… Trinity Church is once again hosting the ever popular 
Chocolate Fest. Date is Sunday, March 22, 2020, in the Parish Hall. Time is 2 - 4 
pm. Raffles will also be conducted for fun prizes. 
There is a need for any and all chocolate creators/bakers. Please let any one of the 
"Chocolate Truffle Committee" (Carol, Lesley, Pam McKay, Daphne, Rachel, or 
Nancy) know if you can help out in this regard! 
 
Top Cupboard Food Pantry To Be Staffed by Trinity Vols in March 
Please note that our church is in charge of staffing the Food Pantry on Saturday, 
March 28th, from 8 - 10 am. Several volunteers are needed. If you can help, please 
speak to Joan Lunn. 
 

Christian Education 
 
Special Meeting for Parents of 'Tweens and Teens 
Please connect with Rev. Rebecca Sunday, March 15th,  at 11 am in the Church 
Library to discuss future programming for this important age group.  
 
Adult Education Sessions in Lent 
Please join Rev. Rebecca for "Practicing Different Forms of Prayer" as we all prepare 
for Easter. Sessions begin Sunday March 1st, at 9 am. Program continues on 
Sundays throughout Lent. 

------------------------------------- 

Weekly Ideas and Suggestions for Lent 
As a Special Supplement to this Newsletter, you may be interested in reflecting 
on the questions below. Feel free to engage with the questions at your 
convenience for private prayer or family discussion: 
 
First Sunday of Lent: Jesus in the Desert 

 When did you endure a time of temptation or disorientation in your own 
desert? Was there a lesson for you embedded in the experience? 

 
Second Sunday of Lent: Jesus as Companion 

 When has someone companioned you during a difficult time and helped you 
achieve a new sense of liberation and life? When have you done this for 
another? 



Third Sunday of Lent: Jesus as Unifier 

 Think about a time you felt left out, alone, socially awkward or even 
abandoned. Who extended themselves to make you feel wanted and included? 
At the time, did you recognize it as the most loving of acts?  

 
Fourth Sunday of Lent: Jesus as Healer 

 When did you hear the voice of God in your life? Did you trust yourself to pay 
attention to it and receive its liberating assurance? How did it bring healing to 
you or possibly others? 

 
Fifth Sunday of Lent: Jesus as Ever-Present Reality 

 Name a time when you helped a stranger, or a stranger helped you. Did you 
realize at the time that you were actively participating in the unfolding of the 
Kingdom of God? 

------------------------------------ 
 

February 2020 Preschool News 
 

   
 

The annual Bear Hunt at Trinity was a huge hit! Judy Turcotte, Lisa Sugerman, many 
moms and teachers all helped transform the church into a winter wonderland yet 
again this year. Forty dads/grandpas/uncles brought their children to experience the 
classic story of “Going on a Bear Hunt”. I am happy to report that they were able to 
awaken the hibernating honey bear and gleefully welcome him into their midst. It was 
a wonderful evening! 
The preschool is embracing challenges each month. We started in December with a 
challenge presented to all the children to carry their own backpacks into school each 
day. I was observing about 80% of parents carrying in their children’s backpacks each 



day, and I wanted to encourage the children to take responsibility for their own 
things. The children LOVED this challenge and it changed behavior overnight.  

 
In January, the children we were challenged to help their parents with at least one 
chore a day at home. I was encouraging the children to realize that they are a part of 
the family and should be helping out. The children recorded the chores they did each 
day on a chore chart and at the end of the month, those who participated received a 
medal and certificate! Another great success. In February I gave each child a 
“boredom bag” for each child to fill with items that he/she enjoyed doing. Books, 
coloring books, leggos, dolls, etc… the rule was that it could not involve technology. 
Boredom is a wonderful opportunity for children to explore new interests, become 
creative, and not be reliant on turning on the tv or ipad for diversion. I am hoping the 
children will bring these boredom bags in the car, to restaurants with them and have 
fun with this challenge! I’ll keep you posted with the March challenge! 
We are planning for our second annual summer camp at Trinity, which will run 
through June and July. I am thrilled to announce that the camp filled up completely 
within four days, causing me to hire more staff and open another classroom for the 
summer. We are meeting a need that families have for fun, affordable childcare in the 
summer. 

 
 

Thank you for all your continued support!   Kelly Martignetti, Director 


