
March 30, 2020 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It was great to see some of you for ZOOM Morning Prayer yesterday.  I am at a bit of a loss, not 
being able to continue the process of getting to know all of you in person and ZOOM is not the 
same as being in the same place at the same time, but it is something! 
 
This is what we are doing for Holy Week: 
 
Palm Sunday 
We will have Stay in Your Cars Church at 9am in the church parking lot.   

 Palms will be available for you to pick up as you come into the parking lot. 

 We will park in such a way that we will all be facing the office wing of the church. 

 Please bring noisemakers (pot lids, metal spoons, whatever you have on hand).  We will use 
them to shout our Hosannas during the Liturgy of the Palms and then again to emphasize 
parts of the Passion. 

 We will  
o Celebrate the Liturgy of the Palms,  
o Read the Gospel,  
o Say some prayers and 
o Sing some songs. 
o We will not have the Eucharist. 
o We will not get out of our cars. 
o We will have a public address system so that everyone can hear. 

 
Maundy Thursday 

 A slide show of the stripping of the Altar, accompanied by some prayers and music will be 
available on our website. 

 I invite you to visit our own Gethsemane Garden at the Church for your own private 
periods of prayer and meditation. 

 Prayers that might be used for private devotions will be mailed to you via email and put up 
on the website. 

 
 
 
Good Friday 

 Laura and I will create a video of music and the Solemn Collects.  We will email you a copy 
of the collects and a link to the video. 

 Again, feel welcome to spend some time in the Gethsemane Garden. 

 We will ZOOM the Stations of the Cross at 7 pm. 
o An order of service and an invitation to join a ZOOM meeting will be sent to you. 

 
 



 
Easter! 
We will firm up our plans when we see how Stay in Your Cars Church goes on Palm Sunday.  
What we know for sure is: 

 At 5 am we will have a short Easter Vigil service at the outside altar.  We will have the 
Easter Fire, Light the Paschal Candle and say our Alleluias 

 There will be Lilies and Music at 9 am. 

 Please bring some of what might be blooming in your yard.  If you come early, place the 
flowers on the outside altar.  If you come for 9 am, we will include them in that worship 
service, whatever form that takes. 

 All the flowers that we have by the end of the 9 am service will be distributed to members of 
the parish. 

 
Easter Memorials/Lilies 
We will be incorporating Easter lilies into our special Easter services outside on the church grounds 
this year. If you wish to have the names of loved ones listed on the Church web site (and possibly 
in an Easter service leaflet), please email trinity.episcopalchurch@verizon.net  with those names by 
Tuesday, April 7th.  Flowers may be given in thanksgiving for something special to you in addition 
to commemorating loved ones. If you wish to donate toward the cost of these flowers, please send 
a check to the office address or to Trinity Church, PO Box 308, Topsfield, MA 01983. Please write 
“flowers” in the memo area of the check to insure that the money goes into the correct fund.  
The Easter lilies will be given to members of Trinity who are shut-in or who have had losses 
recently. Thank you. 
 
Barbara Hopper’s Funeral 
Barbara Hopper’s funeral will be this Saturday, April 4 at 11 am.  As you already know, attendance 
at the funeral and the burial is limited to 10 people.  You are welcome to come to the parking lot 
and stay in your cars during the service.  The bulletin will be published online so that you can 
follow along.  Perhaps we will have a virtual guest book, but I have not figured that out how to do 
that yet! 
 
As Bishop Gates wrote is his letter to the Diocese last Friday; 
 
In these days of wilderness journey: Keep it simple. Focus on what matters most. Pace yourself for the long haul. Be 
patient, with yourself and with one another. Be genuine. Be generous. Be grateful. Love one another. Spare a word to 
the lonely. Contribute to the neediest among us.   
 
We can do this!  It will be great to keep connecting with all of you, in whatever way makes sense 
to each one of us in the weeks and months to come. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
Rebecca 
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