
Dear Trinity Friends,

This Sunday launches our Stewardship campaign at Trinity Topsfield. The concept of
Stewardship is familiar to many, maybe not to some, but certainly worth repeating.

Stewardship is everything we do after saying “yes” to God. It is an expression of
gratitude for the blessings that come from a life with God. Stewardship is a spiritual
practice, just as prayer, worship, silence, and reading scripture are. Giving (financial
stewardship) helps reduce our attachment to material things and allows us to discover
that our needs are met by God. It helps us move away from the “mine” and “yours”
mentality that can easily pervade our thinking. Giving somehow makes us more open
to receiving the graces that God offers. We learn that there is more than enough.

Faithful giving from parishioners has brought us to this exciting point of  new
possibilities. We’ve seen new faces in church, begun to rebuild our children’s offerings,
partner with Trinity Preschool, upgrade our technology, and strengthen our generous
outreach all because of  your generosity.

This coming week you will receive a letter and an invitation to pledge in the mail. A
pledge is not a contract, but a spiritual commitment.  Some of  you may wonder, why
should I pledge, I already give what I can regularly? I have found pledging to be a
fruitful spiritual practice, meaning that it increases the likelihood that I will give as I
intend to, not as my mood or my forgetfulness determine on any given week.
Additionally, pledging allows our vestry to operate the church on a sound basis.

Pledges from friends and parishioners fund approximately 80% of  our operating
budget of  about $250,000. Last year 54 households pledged to Trinity Church, with an
average pledge of  $3,758. Any financial commitment is a gift to our shared ministry.
The amount is less important than the gift itself. We know that for some the past year
has been challenging financially. As you are able, will you consider sustaining,
increasing, or making a pledge for the first time this year?

Over the next few weeks, you will hear and read stories from fellow congregants as
they reflect on generosity and giving in their lives, the influence that the Trinity
community has made, and their hopes for our future.

I thank God for your trust and commitment and your shared eagerness to be led by
God’s Holy Spirit into all the possibilities that lie ahead.

In Peace,
Jen+


