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Welcome & Announcements 
By Paul Aldridge & Rebecca Blair 
 
Prelude    
 
Hymn   Rise up, ye saints of God…                                               BH  551 
Congregation remains muted. 

 

 

 
 

The Congregation is muted.  You are welcome to respond where the words are in bold.   

Rev. Blair: 
You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.   Acts 1:8 
 
Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy,” I 
dwell in the high and holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the 
contrite.”   Isaiah 57:15 
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Confession of Sin 

Rev. Blair: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Rev. Blair  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Rev. Blair: Lord, open our lips. 

Deacon Barb: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Rev. Blair: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

The Venite, Psalm 95:1-7; 96:9, 13  
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his and he made it, * 
and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
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For he is the Lord our God, * 
and we are the people of his pasture 
and the sheep of his hand. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
and with righteousness to judge the world 
and the peoples with his truth. 

Mark Young reads:  

Psalm 123 

To you I lift up my eyes, * 
to you enthroned in the heavens. 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

So our eyes look to the LORD our God, * 
until he show us his mercy. 

Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, * 
for we have had more than enough of contempt, 

Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 
and of the derision of the proud. 

 

Rev. Blair:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
Mark Young reads:   

A Reading from the Book of 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very 
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they 
say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 
escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you 
like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are 
not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, 
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but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and 
those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet 
the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

Mark Young:     The Word of the Lord 

(The Congregation is muted, but responds with Deacon Barb.) 

Deacon Barb:          Thanks be to God. 

             
Deacon Barb reads: 

A Reading from the Book of Matthew 25: 14-30 

 Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his 
slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 
traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had 
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and 
settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received 
the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked 
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and 
gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money 



6 
 

with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 
own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with 
the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will 
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 
have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

Deacon Barb: The Word of God 

(The congregation is muted, but responds with Rev. Blair) 
 
Rev. Blair: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon  Rev. Rebecca Blair 

The Congregation is muted.  Please pray the words in bold. 

Rev. Blair prays: 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The congregation is muted. Please pray the words in bold. 
The Prayers 

Deacon Barb: The Lord be with you. 
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Rev. Blair: And also with you. 

Deacon Barb: Let us pray. 
 
 

Heavenly Father, 
Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 
 
Creator of all, 
Lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 
 
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom 
Those whose decisions affect the lives of others 
That all may act with integrity and courage. 
 
Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 
 
God of hope, comfort and restore 
All who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 
 
Names of those who have requested prayers from our church community are read aloud by 
Marilyn Burnett: 
 
Eva Astolfi; Linda Bissell; Donna Dixon; Dorothy Kenyon; Georgia Heredia; 
Tatiana Sultzbach; Ed Hopper; Gerry Papin; Mike Burns; Kathleen Curran;  
Bill Burnett; David Dickinson; Jamie Noble; Bill Salmon; Dick and Susan 
Denton; Ted Bunn; Christy Rodin; Phyllis Roberts; Deborah Smith; Jake 
Lundstrom; Mark Gallagher; Marianne Alexander; Richard and Helen 
MacWhinnie; Norman Hunter; Drew Hunter; Dave Shannon; Deb Hay; Bill 
Lightfoot; Elizabeth McLaughlin; Rachel; Ruth Linfoot; Jane Bonaventura, 
Max Stone, John Magner; Dotti Andersen; Catie McBournie, Beverly Turney; 
Suzy Reading; Denise Boisseau. 
 
Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
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We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
and those whose faith is known to you alone. 
Father, into your hands we commend them. 
 
We praise you for all your saints 
Who have entered your eternal glory. 
May their example inspire and encourage us. 
 
Lord, you have called us to serve you. 
Grant that we may walk in your presence; 
Your love in our hearts, 
Your truth in our minds, 
Your strength in our wills; until at the end our journey, 
We know the joy of our homecoming  
And the welcome of your embrace, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
 
Deacon Barb prays: 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Deacon Barb & Rev. Blair alternate: 
(The Congregation remains muted but prays the words in bold with Rev. Blair.)  
 
Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us our salvation. 
 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
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Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
Let your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 
Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
Deacon Barb prays: 
(The congregation remains muted and responds to each collect with an AMEN.) 
 
The Collect for the Day 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you 
have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.Amen. 

 
For the Unemployed 
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and anxiety 
from lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our public and 
private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and receive 
just payment for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the 
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So 
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring 
those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor 
of your Name. Amen. 
 
Rev. Blair leads:   
 
A Time for Us to Offer our Concerns and Thanksgivings to God in 
Prayer 
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(Paul unmutes the congregation.  Rebecca will call on each person who raises their hand 

The General Thanksgiving 

Rev. Blair leads: 
(The Congregation is muted. Please join in praying this prayer.) 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Deacon Barb leads:  
(The Congregation remains muted and responds to the prayer with an Amen and then 
continues to offer the responses in bold type.) 
 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Rev. Blair:  Let us bless the Lord. 

Deacon Barb: Thanks be to God. 

 



11 
 

 
Closing Hymn     O God, our help…   BH 680 
 

 

 
 

 

Rev. Blair gives the Blessing: 
(The congregation remains muted and responds to the blessing with an Amen.) 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.    
 
Deacon Barb gives the dismissal: 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 



12 
 

 
Rev. Blair responds: 
 (The congregation remains muted, but responds with Rev. Blair.) 
Thanks be to God Alleluia, Allelluia. 
 
Everyone now has an opportunity to wave and say goodbye. 
 
 We look forward to worshiping with you next week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


