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Prelude              

 

Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
By Paul Aldridge & Rev. Rebecca Blair 
 

Rev. Blair: 

Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people: for to you is 
born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  Luke 2:10. 11 

Behold, the dwelling of God is with mankind.  He will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself will be with them, and be their God.  Revelation 21:3 

 

Confession of  Sin 

Rev. Blair: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Rev. Blair : Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Rev. Blair: Lord, open our lips. 

Deacon Barb: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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Rev. Blair: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia 
 
 
 The Invitatory: Jubilate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 



4 
 

The Lessons 
Mark Young reads:  
 

Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 

Rev. Blair:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Mark Young:     The Word of the Lord 

(The Congregation is muted, but responds with Deacon Barb.) 

Deacon Barb:          Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn   What wondrous love is this…    BH 439
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Deacon Barb reads: 

A Reading from the Book of Mark 1:4-11 

 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now 
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.” 

Deacon Barb:  The Word of God 

(The congregation is muted, but responds with Rev. Blair) 
 
Rev. Blair:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon 
Instead of a traditional sermon this week, Rev. Blair will conduct a “Star 
Activity” with children. 
 
The Congregation is muted.  Please pray the words in bold. 

Rev. Blair prays: 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The congregation is muted. Please pray the words in bold. 
 
The Prayers 

Deacon Barb: The Lord be with you. 

Rev. Blair: And also with you. 

Deacon Barb: Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, 
Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 
 
Creator of all, 
Lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 
 
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom 
Those whose decisions affect the lives of others 
That all may act with integrity and courage. 
 
Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
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May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 
 
God of hope, comfort and restore 
All who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 
 
Names of those who have requested prayers from our church community are read aloud by 
Marilyn Burnett. As you pray with Marilyn, please pray also for those who are dear to your 
heart who need our prayers. 
 
As part of our weekly petitions, we especially pray for those who have asked 
for our love and support: 
 
Eva Astolfi; Linda Bissell; Donna Dixon; Dorothy Kenyon; Tatiana Sultzbach; 
Ed Hopper; Mike Burns; Bill Burnett; David Dickinson; Jamie Noble; Bill 
Salmon; Dick and Susan Denton; Ted Bunn; Christy Rodin; Phyllis Roberts; 
Deborah Smith; Jake Lundstrom; Mark Gallagher; Marianne 
Alexander; Richard and Helen MacWhinnie; Norman Hunter; Drew Hunter; 
Dave Shannon; Deb Hay; Bill Lightfoot; Rachel; Ruth Linfoot; Jane 
Bonaventura, John Magner; Dotti Andersen; Catie McBournie, Suzy Reading; 
Denise Boisseau; Robin Roberts; Kathleen McCullough; Christy George; Molly 
Burnett; Tim Rios; Myra & Rick Denton; parishioners & staff of The First 
Congregational Church of Boxford; Greg Cooper.  
 
After a brief pause, Deacon Barb will continue with the prayers. 
 
Deacon Barb: 
Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
especially Gerry Papin and Georgia Heredia, and those whose faith is known to 
you alone. 
Father, into your hands we commend them. 
 
We praise you for all your saints 
Who have entered your eternal glory. 
May their example inspire and encourage us. 
 
Lord, you have called us to serve you. 
Grant that we may walk in your presence; 
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Your love in our hearts, 
Your truth in our minds, 
Your strength in our wills; until at the end of our journey, 
We know the joy of our homecoming  
And the welcome of your embrace, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Deacon Barb prays: 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Deacon Barb & Rev. Blair alternate: 
(The Congregation remains muted but prays the words in bold with Rev. Blair.)  
 
Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us our salvation. 
 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
Let your saving health be among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 
Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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Deacon Barb prays: 
(The congregation remains muted and responds to the collect with an Amen.) 
The Collect for the Day 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed 
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all 
who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and 
boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
Rev. Blair leads:   
A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
 Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where 
there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may 
not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to 
understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is 
in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 
A Time for Us to Offer our Concerns and Thanksgivings to God in 
Prayer 
 
(Paul unmutes the congregation.  Rebecca will call on each person who raises their hand.) 

The General Thanksgiving 

Rev. Blair leads: 
(The Congregation is muted. Please join in praying this prayer.) 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
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not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Deacon Barb leads:  
(The Congregation remains muted and responds to the prayer with an Amen and then 
continues to offer the responses in bold type.) 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 Rev. Blair:  Let us bless the Lord. 

Deacon Barb: Thanks be to God. 

 
Closing Hymn The people who in darkness walked…   BH 126 
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Rev. Blair gives the Blessing: 
(The congregation remains muted and responds to the blessing with an Amen.) 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.    
 
Deacon Barb gives the dismissal: 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
Rev. Blair responds: 
 (The congregation remains muted, but responds with Rev. Blair.) 
Thanks be to God Alleluia, Allelluia. 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Please Note: 
This Sunday, we will not have our normal breakout rooms. Instead we will have an 
opportunity to stay together as one big group and express our thoughts and feelings about what 
happened last week.  This time will end with a prayer. If people are interested in continuing 
the conversation in a smaller group, a ZOOM meeting will be arranged for later this week. 
 
 We look forward to worshiping with you next week. 
 
 
 
 
 


