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A New Sermon Series - October 23 & 30   
At 9:00am, 10:30am & 6:00pm  

THE NEWSLETTER OF     AUDUBON PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

Fall at Audubon Park Church  
New Series: The Gift of  Giving   │ Oct 23-30  │ 9am, 10:30am & 6pm 

Family Promise Week at Audubon Park Church  │ Oct 2-9 

Halloween Hullabaloo  │ Oct 30 │ 3:30-5:30pm  

 



I 
magine a church where the love and grace of God are clearly present, a 
church were people are all seen as children of God. Imagine a church 
where worship connects us to God’s presence and grace, making a 

different world. Imagine a church where giving is an opportunity for greater 
joy. Imagine a church empowered and equipped to serve the world, locally 
and globally, with passion. Imagine a church of love that is patient, kind, not 
judgmental or self-absorbed, a church that is not resentful but a church that 
rejoices in grace. Imagine a church that does justice, loves mercy and walks 

humbly with God. Imagine a church...  

This month we’re wrapping up our Vanishing Grace sermon series. We’ve 
been exploring the grace of God and the fact that there seems to be less of 
it in the world these days. The church is not known by most people as a place 
of grace and love. Christians are best known for being judgmental and harsh. 
To change our image we have to give ourselves over whole-heartedly to the 
love and grace of God and pursue it above all else. We need recognize our 
need for grace so that we might more easily extend grace to others. Only 

those who have received grace love well.  

 

 

In doing this, not only will we help the church with it’s image problem, when 
we seek to be loving above all else we will find that we are fulfilling our 
purpose. God created us to love and when we do it brings us joy because 

we’re doing what we were meant to do.  

The thing is we’re already on the right path. God is reaching out to the needs 
of the world through you. God is offering mercy and love through you. God is 
bringing healing through you. God is creating justice through your acts of 
mercy. God imagines a church where you use your gifts, passion and natural 

style to bring a little heaven here on earth.  

Let’s grow in grace together. Imagine a church....  

 

Lead Pastor  
 

geoff@audubonparkumc.org 

new 
MEMBERS 

CLASS 
Sunday, October  23rd 

Noon - 2pm  
 
Interested in finding our more 
about our church, it’s ministries 
and what it means to be a 
member of Audubon Park Church? 
What do Methodists believe and 
what makes them unique? Who 
are the church’s leaders and what 
is the mission of Audubon Park 
Church?  
 
You’re invited to join Pastor Geoff 
for conversation and lunch. Bring 
your questions and we’ll do our 
best to respond.  
 
Lunch will be Provided. Childcare 

available upon request.  

 

OCTOBER CALENDAR (cont.)  



OCTOBER 2016 

If you have ever been sucked into a promotional sale, a tempting exclusive offer, you have felt regret. 
The product didn’t do what it promised to do. Your expectations were shattered. Maybe regret came 
when you got your credit card statement in the mail. Maybe you experienced it whenever you opened 

your closet and saw the unworn item or opened your garage and saw the still-packaged gadget 

Some of us might have even lost some sleep over the things we bought and later regretted. But if I 

had to guess, I would say you have never lost a night’s sleep over something you have given. 

You don’t hear people say things such as, “I wish we hadn’t decided to sponsor that child in Kenya,” or 
“I wish we hadn’t given so much to the building campaign,” or “I wish we hadn’t offered to support her 
mission trip,” or ”I wish we hadn’t signed up to help provide Christmas presents for children in need.” 

We don’t say those things because we don’t think those things. 

Buying something sometimes leads to regret. Giving, even giving 
sacrificing rarely does. 

Even though our media-saturated culture tells us we need more, we know fulfillment isn’t found 
installing a new dishwasher or buying a new car. Talk to people who have returned from a mission trip, 
who received a handwritten note of thanks from a child half a world away because they had new 
clothes to replace the threadbare ones they had before, and those people hardly have words for the 

sense of fulfillment they feel welling up inside. 

Giving does that. It offers something no commercial — however cleverly it is done — can truly offer. 
And if we are honest, I think we would admit that it surprises us because it differs so much from what 

the world tells us should be the case. 

Give, and you feel fuller. Sacrifice, and you feel more satisfied. 

Join us as we explore the gift of giving on October 23rd & 30th. We’ll learn more about why giving 

is built into us and how giving is a gift that can fill our lives with Joy.  

 



Our youth group usually meets at the church on 
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick for 
more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org  

 

Begins on Saturday October 1 at 7pm  
Ends on Sunday, October 2 at 9am. 
 

Join us for Ice breaker activities, devotion, fun, 
games, snacks, & surprises! Hope to see you there!!! 
 

Sunday, October 9th  │  2:30  – 7:30 pm 
 

Youth and young adults come and join us as we 
travel to Green Bluff for an afternoon of fun, 
worship, and delicious treats!  We will meet at the 
church and carpool over together.  Please bring $10 
for dinner, snacks, or anything else you may like to 
purchase.  
 

 

Sunday, October 30th │ 3:30 – 5:30 pm 
 

Come help out as we provide fun, treats, and 
entertainment to all of the families of our community. 
Don’t forget to wear a costume (not too scary) and 
bring two bags of candy to hand out! 

Last month members of our church’s youth 
group fueled up on pizza before heading 
out to help several of our church members 
with their yard work! 

GREEN BLUFF │ Sunday, October 9th  │ 2:30  – 7:30 pm 
 

Join us for an afternoon at Green Bluff!  Meet at the 
church at 2:30pm to carpool or meet us there when 
you can.  We suggest you bring money for dinner, 
snacks, or anything else you may like to purchase. 
The youth group will be joining us and we’re hoping 
to connect with the young adults of Covenant UMC.  

 
MARK YOUR CALENDERS! 

 

Twinlow Young Adult Retreat  
January 13-16, 2017 (MLK Jr. Weekend) 

 

Register and pay by Dec. 31 ($100)  
After Dec 31 ($120) 

 

Register at www.twinlow.org 

Most Young Adults and college 
students connect with us at our 
Vespers Worship service that 
meets on Sundays at 6pm.  
 

For more info on Young Adult 
Ministry contact Pastor Geoff: 
geoff@audubonparkumc.org 

Pastor Geoff’s Weekly E-Note will help you 
stay updated with what’s going on at the 
church and helps you keep track of important 
programs and events.   

 
 

To subscribe to the Weekly E-Note go to:  
 

 www.audubonparkumc.org/connect/weekly-e-note   

 

Saturday, October 22, 9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

at Audubon Park UMC 
 

As a superintendent, I had the privilege of teaching 
classes for devoted and dedicated laypeople from 
our churches who stepped forward to become Lay 
Speakers or Lay Servants. The most recent, this spring, 
was “Lay Pastoral Caregiving.” Two churches were 
unable to participate (in both cases, because of a 
funeral for a longtime member); I’m teaching a 
makeup class for them, and I want to invite members 

of my new congregation! 

This class is centered in some basic commitments and 
practices we already have at Audubon Park, so it’s 
appropriate that I’m going to teach it here, on 
Saturday, October 22, starting at 9:30 a.m. It’s a 
great introduction to the vital work of caring for one 
another in the church, through ministries of lay people 

for lay people! 

While Pastoral Care can take months or even a 
lifetime to master, I am convinced that learning even 
the most rudimentary skills of pastoral care can be a 
huge help in every area of life—in our families and at 
work as well as in our churches and communities. The 
class has five goals to help each of us become more 

effective in our care for others: 

 To describe and discuss the concepts of Lay 
Pastoral Care. 

 To demonstrate appropriate interactions in a 
variety of caregiving situations.  

 To understand life and faith passages. 
 To discuss the relevance of sensitivity and 

supportive environments. 
 To describe and discuss various situations and 

conditions they may encounter. 
 

If this is a workshop you’d like to attend, please call the 

church office by October 15and reserve a spot! 

Audubon Park United Methodist Church  

Saturday, November 5th  - 9am - 3pm 

The United Methodist Women’s Bazaar is a little 

over one month away (November 5th 9 - 3.  We 

hope everyone has been busy making items over the 

summer. We will also need baked goods, clean 

household items (no clothes) for the rummage sale, 

and LOTS of helping hands.  We will be setting up 

on November 6th.  Proceeds from the bazaar 

support Audubon Park UMW, local and some 

overseas mission projects.  Questions?  Call Connie 

Hickman, 328– 6910. 

We will be hosting Family Promise the week of 
October 2-9.  We are in need of overnight hosts, as 
well as in other areas.  Please contact Mel Gantney to 
see how you can help host the families (795-6053). 

MISSION TRIP  
UMCOR West Depot - Salt Lake City 

June 12-16, 2017 
 

Register by October 31st. Contact Leona Bowers or 

Claudia Boswell for more info.  



Associate Pastor of 
Congregational Care 

 

dale@audubonparkumc.org 

Visiting Hospitals 

I remember well the member in one of my churches who “let me have it” 
because no one from the church came to visit when he had been in the 
hospital several weeks earlier. It was a surreal conversation because I had 
not known of his hospitalization—no one at the church did! As we talked, it 
became clear that we had not known because no one told us. His assumption 
was that the hospital would call his church to let us know he was there; he 
had not been aware of HIPAA laws that would have made such contact not 
only illegal, but could have led to the termination of the person who made 

the call. 

Even though such privacy laws have now 
been in force for twenty years (HIPAA was 
enacted on August 21, 1996), some folk still 
are surprised that hospitals no longer 
routinely call churches or pastors to let them 
know of the hospitalization of a church 
member. Beyond that, churches and pastors 
that would certainly want to visit run into 

additional challenges: 

 We may know a member is in the hospital, but not which hospital. 

 In addition, many procedures that once required hospitalization now 

routinely take place in a doctor’s office or a surgery center. 

 Hospitalizations are far shorter than once they were (I remember 
when cataract surgery required a two-week stay! Now open heart 

patients are often discharged in a few days!!!) 

 Hospitals keep patients very busy now with a variety of therapies; 
I’ve often waited for a long time to squeeze in a few minutes with a 

hospitalized member. 

 Patients now stay in a hospital only for the most critical stages of 

recovery and then are moved to rehab centers or care facilities. 

With three area medical centers and a variety of excellent clinics and 
urgent care centers, we are blessed in Spokane by great medical facilities! 
Did you know that Sacred Heart is the second largest hospital in 
Washington, and the largest between Seattle and Minneapolis? And at 
Audubon Park, we have two pastors, several Stephen Ministers, and lots of 
caring friends who would love to visit you; just let the office know when you, 
a family member, or church friend are hospitalized (or in a rehab or care 

center) so we can come by for a caring visit! 

Saturday, October 22nd  
 9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
at Audubon Park UMC 

 

Join Pastor Dale and members from 

other churches in our area for a 

time of exploring  the vital work of 

caring for one another in the 

church, through ministries of lay 

people for lay people.  
 

While not officially a part of 

Stephen Ministry training, this 

course will introduce you to some 

of the basic concepts and issue 

related to how we as a church can 

support one another through 

difficult times. For more info see 

the longer article in this newsletter.  
 

Please call the church office by 
October 15 and reserve a spot! 

BLESS  

 
OUR SCHOOLS 

Bless our Schools is a ministry of our church that 
supports students and teachers in our local schools. 
Our main partner school is Audubon Elementary 

School.  

2016 FALL SCHOOL DRIVE RESULTS:  

You did it again! Thank you for supporting children 

in our community through our annual School Drive. 

We collected: 

 143 boxes of Kleenex 
 82 packages of Pencils 
 81 packages of paper 
 41 three ring binders:  
 20 spiral notebooks 
 10 Composition books 

 

THREE WAYS YOU CAN HELP WITH OUR BLESS 
OUR SCHOOLS MINISTRY:  
 

1. Help deliver Bite2Go kits.  This would be on 

Thursday, one hour, about every six weeks. 

2. Sponsor a Bite2Go kit for only $14 a month.  
This would be “second mile giving” in addition to 
your regular tithe.  There are over forty children 
who need weekend meals at Audubon School.  

They are counting on us. 

3. Be a reading partner at the school.  Thirty 
minutes once a week would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

If you’d like to help with any of these projects, please 

contact Karen Peacock@ 869-5741. Thank you! 

WORDS OF THANKS 

Thank you for the generous $1,500 seminary schol-
arship.  Through matching funds provided by Duke 
Divinity School, I was able to nearly double your gift 
for the 2016-2017 academic year.  I am blessed to 
be known and supported by such a generous con-
gregation. 

In Christ, 

- Amanda Nicol (Duke Divinity School, M.Div. ‘18)  

 

Thank you for the prayers, cards and concern dur-
ing my recent illness.  I’m on my way to recovery! 

- Jan Ferguson 
 

Many thanks for all the lovely cards and prayers.  
My total knee replacement has recovered in record 
time.  After only 10 physical therapy sessions, I was 
released before 6 weeks.  My doctor was very 
pleased! See you in the spring– keeping all of you in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

 - Chuck and Anna Mae Luther 
 

IN SYMPATHY: 

Our sympathy and love are with Janet Rhodes 
and her family on the loss of Dorothy Rhodes in 
the early morning of September 27th. 
 

Our friend, Suzy Shearer, passed away on Sep-
tember 16th.  Her service was on September 
23rd celebrating her life. 
 

Our sympathy and love is also with Sue Wisor 
on the loss of her sister Shirley. 
 

We pray for peace  
and comfort! 

Congregational  

Messages  



- Halloween Hullabaloo Planning Meeting -  
 

Join us on Sunday, October 2 at 10:00AM (In-between the Morning Worship Services) 
for a short meeting in the Conference Room to help plan for the Hullabaloo. 

 

Please come with ideas for games or events, decorating, etc. 

The following pastoral letter comes from Puget Sound District Superintendent Daniel Foster following the 
Burlington Mall Shooting. It was first printed in the Puget Sound District Newsletter:  
 

Sisters & Brothers, 
 

We are confronted again with another heartbreak in our midst. The truth is that our district—and our 
friends and neighbors—has had more than its share of tragedy in the past couple of years. As churches and 
communities, we faced the heartache and anguish after the shooting at Marysville Pilchuck High School. We 
embraced our neighbors and friends following the landslide in Oso. We prayed for our neighbors in 
Ferndale after two high school boys there were killed in a car accident, one of whom was involved at the 
United Church of Ferndale. 
 

As we again face violence and subsequent pain in our communities, we must again embrace our neighbors. 
In light of the shooting in Burlington this past week, in the very midst of our district, I’m asking that you use 
your pulpits to address this senseless violence. Although we may differ on many matters one to another, 
when our communities are broken, we must unite as one. In the midst of whatever else you might say, please 
remind your congregations that although God does not cause tragedy, God wants to redeem it. 
 

My prayers are with you. 
Together in Christ, 
 

- Daniel 
 

Rev. Daniel Foster 
Puget Sound District Superintendent 

 
Please remember Burlington, WA and the surrounding communities in your thoughts and prayers as they 
recover and process this senseless violent act.  


