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don’t forget to   

 
(or we’ll see you early for coffee)  

 
Daylight Savings ends on November 6th. 

THE NEWSLETTER OF      AUDUBON PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

November at  Audubon Park Church  
 New Series: Good Grief  │ Nov. 6 - 20 │ 9:00am, 10:30am, & 6:00pm   

Election Day Communion Service │ Nov 8 │ 12:15-12:45pm   
Annual All-Church Leadership Meeting │ Nov. 22 │ 7:00pm  

Advent Series: Down to Earth │ Nov. 27 - Dec 25  
 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving from  
 Audubon Park Church! 



I 
have yet to hear of a church that didn’t consider itself to be a welcoming  
place and a welcoming people. The problem is that while all churches 
consider themselves to be welcoming, not all churches are considered 

welcoming by those who visit. We might think that our church is a welcoming 
place but in order to really be welcoming we have to be very intentional in 

how we greet and relate to guests.  

You may have noticed some changes in the last few months to our worship 
services. We’ve added more music and we’ve sought to drastically reduce the 
number of announcements. We no longer share joys and concerns in worship 
nor do we have a greeting time as a part of the service.  All of these changes 
have been made in an effort to make guests feel more comfortable and try 

to help us all feel closer to God during our worship.  

The most controversial of these changes have been the joys and concerns time 
and the greeting time. I think this is because for those of us that have been a 
part of the church for a long time, these help us feel connected to one 
another. But, while it may be hard to believe this, the reality is that these 
parts of worship are the most uncomfortable times for first-time guests. They 

make guests feel more disconnected from us and from God.  

What we’re trying to do in worship is make sure all of the moments of 
worship are understandable and comfortable, even to someone who is visiting 
for the very first time. That means that we’re going to have to stop doing the 
things that a first time visitor cannot connect with. To include everyone we’re 

going to have to exclude some things.  

The reality is that almost all of the churches that refuse to make changes like 
the ones we’ve made are declining and slowly getting smaller. So my hope is 
that we’ll be willing to sacrifice some comfortable, even beloved, parts of our 
worship service in order to be truly welcoming to the guests that visit our 
church. When we sacrifice our own preferences for the sake of others we 

show them the same kind of love the Christ has sown us.  

 

Lead Pastor  
 

geoff@audubonparkumc.org 

COFFEE 
WITH THE  

PASTORS 

Sunday, November 6 
2:00-4:00pm  

 
Interested in finding out more 
about our church, it’s ministries 
and what it means to be a 
member of Audubon Park Church? 
What do Methodists believe and 
what makes them unique? Who 
are the church’s leaders and what 
is the mission of Audubon Park 
Church?  
 
You’re invited to join Pastors 
Geoff & Dale for coffee and 
conversation. Bring your questions 
and we’ll do our best to respond.  
 
 
Lunch will be Provided. Childcare 

available upon request.  

November 2    Matt Enzler;  
   Diane Strobeck                   
November 4    Glenn Charbonneau 
   Vicki Mitchell 
   Barbara White                     
November 6   LaDonna Jacobs  
   Ted Schmidt               
November 7    Marie Johnson                                       
November 10    Mickey Moreau                                       
November 11    Paul Cottrell                                          
November 13    Matthew Nicol                                         
November 15     Dave Forsberg 
   Drew Homchick 
   Gene Raynaud                                                 
November 24    Jim Anderson 
   Judy Hartman             
November 29    Brenda Banks 
   Edith Manildi

November 21  Bob & Mary Anne Kem    
November 22  Glenn & Perri Charbonneau 
 

Audubon Park United Methodist Church  

Saturday, November 5th  - 9am - 3pm 

We will begin setting up on Wednesday, November 
2, at 10 a.m. Help is always appreciated. You may 
bring items Wednesday– Friday of that week.  
(Bring rummage items before Friday, if possible).  
We can also use  books.  It helps if craft items are 
priced.  Please bring baked goods on Friday if you 

can. 

We can also use some help after the 10:30 service 

on the 6th with clean up. 

Please invite friends and family and pray for a 
successful bazaar so the United Methodist Women 
can reach out to others in our community.  Questions?  

Call Connie Hickman, 328-6910. 



November 2016 

SPOKANE CHIEFS │ Sunday Nov. 5th  │ 6:30-9:30 pm 
 

This month we’ll join the youth group to support the 
Spokane Chiefs as they take on the Tri City 
Americans. We will meet in the church parking lot 
and carpool over to the arena together. Tickets cost 
$11 each.  Please bring money for anything you 
would like to purchase.  It’s $1 night!!!  GO CHIEFS!!! 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDERS! 

 

Twinlow Young Adult Retreat  
January 13-16, 2017 (MLK Jr. Weekend) 

 

Register and pay by Dec. 31 ($100)  
After Dec 31 ($120) 

 

Register at www.twinlow.org 

Most Young Adults and college 
students connect with us at our 
Vespers Worship service that 
meets on Sundays at 6pm.  
 

For more info on Young Adult 
Ministry contact Pastor Geoff: 
geoff@audubonparkumc.org 

Our youth group usually meets at the church on 
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick for 
more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org  

 Saturday, November 5th  │  6:30  – 9:30 pm 
  

Youth and Young Adults come and support the 
Spokane Chiefs as they take on the Tri City 
Americans.  We will meet in the church parking lot 
and carpool over to the arena together. Tickets cost 
$11 each.  Please bring money for anything you 
would like to purchase.  It’s $1 night!!!  GO CHIEFS!!! 
 

 

Saturday, November 12th  │  10:00  – 2:00 pm 
  

Our church’s youth group will be helping a fellow 
church member winterize her yard before the winter 
season.  Please bring warm clothes, gloves, and a 
rake.  Fellowship, BBQ, and campfire to follow. 
 

Sunday, November 20th  │  4:00  – 10:00 pm 
  

Enjoy some of the best up and coming Christian 
artists at the Spokane Arena. Tickets cost $10.  
Please bring money for any food, beverages, or 
merchandise you may like to purchase.  

Last month members of our church’s youth 
group enjoyed hot apple cider, a corn 
maze, and fellowship at Green Bluff. 

Fall Scrap n’ Sew 
 

November 17-20 at Twinlow Camp 
 
Feel free to come up early on the 17th and get 
a jump start on your projects. Meals start with 
dinner on Friday at 6 p.m. and end with Sun-
day’s breakfast. Workshops (soap making, can-
dy boxes and more) will be offered for $5 a 
workshop. 
 

Worship will be led by Pastors Alissa Bertsch 
Johnson and Katy Shedlock.  
 

Price: $95 before November 3rd.  $110 later or 
at the door. 
 

Please call the church office for more information 
or to sign up (325-4541).  



Associate Pastor of 
Congregational Care 

 

dale@audubonparkumc.org 

Bearing One Another’s Burdens 

Booker T. Washington! Many of us recognize the name of this powerful 
leader in education. But Booker T. Washington was not born into 

privilege. He was born a slave.  

In his autobiography, Up from Slavery, he shares an experience that 

made a profound impact on his character and helped shape his life. 

The most trying ordeal that I was forced to endure as a slave boy ... was 
the wearing of a flax shirt. In the portion of Virginia where I lived, it 
was common to use flax as part of the clothing for slaves. That part of 
the flax from which our clothing was made was largely the refuse, which 

of course was the cheapest and roughest part. 

I can scarcely imagine any torture, except, perhaps, the pulling of a 
tooth, that is equal to that caused by putting on a new flax shirt for the 
first time. It is almost equal to the feeling one would experience if he had 
a dozen or more chestnut burrs, or a hundred small pin-points, in contact 

with his flesh…. But I had no choice. I had to wear the flax shirt or none. 

My brother John, who is several years older than I am, performed one 
of the most generous acts I have ever heard of one slave relative doing 
for another. On several occasions when I was being forced to wear a 
new flax shirt, he generously agreed to put it on in my stead and wear it 

for several days, till it was broken in. 

This week you and I will cross the path of at least one person who’s going 
through an experience that for them feels like torture—like they’re 
wearing a flax shirt. They may be facing a frightening illness. One of 
their children may be going through a crisis. Their marriage may be 
falling apart. They may be overcome with grief or loneliness or 

depression. 

When we see such people, I hope we will remember this story. There is 
always something we can do to ease their pain or lighten their load or 

simply to let them know that they are not alone. 

I hope you will join us in worship in November as we explore Good 
Grief—Biblical Stories of God’s Presence in Grief and Loss! I have the 
privilege of sharing the stories of Job, Jeremiah, and Lazarus in three 

messages: “The Empty Chair,” “The Muddy Pit,” and “The Fetid Tomb.” 
Join us for worship as Pastor 
Dale leads us in a  three week 
series of  Sermons exploring  
how God is there for us during 

the difficult times of life.  

November 6th.—20th  

WORDS OF THANKS 
 

They say it takes a village to raise a child.  It took 
family, doctors, nurses and my church community to 
get me through my hospital stays.  The cards, 
flowers, balloons, visits and prayers brightened my 
room as well as my spirits.   
 

Thank you so much for the delicious meals and 
takings such good care of Mike and me. My 
pacemaker is doing it’s job and I’m feeling great.   
 

Much love,                                                                             
- Iva Jean Gilbreth 
 
IN SYMPATHY: 
 

Our love and sympathy is with the friends and 
family of Vera-Ora Winslow, who passed away 
suddenly on October 14th.  Vera-Ora was known 
to many as the Administrative Assistant for the 
Inland District office and she had recently begun 
attending Audubon Park UMC. 
 
IN CELEBRATION:  
 

Edith Manildi is turning 100  years young this 
month!  We’ll be celebrating with her on Sunday, 
November 20th, after the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service.  Cards are welcome, but no presents.  Be 
sure to wear pink, Edith’s favorite color! 
 
UPDATED CONTACT INFO:  
 

Marion Anderson’s new phone number:   
279-5796. 
 

Melva Lohstroh's only phone number:  
869-6416.  
 

Gene & Kate Raynaud have a new address:  
1923 Wentworth Lane 
The Villages, FL  32163 

Congregational  

Messages  
Our Needles continue to be busy and another deliv-
ery of 116 chemo hats was recently made.  Four 
different locations shared these hats which will bene-
fit many chemo patients.  This makes a total of 353 

hats delivered so far this year!   

Many thanks to our faithful knitters...and crocheters 
who meet each Wednesday 10 a.m. in the parlor.  

Come share in our fun times!  YOU are welcome! 

With winter quickly approaching, we would like 
to fill the shelves in our food bank. We are 
looking for: pancake mix, syrup, canned meats, 
oatmeal, cake and brownie mixes, jam and 
jellies (no homemade, please).  You can bring 
your donations to church on Sundays or during 
the week. 

STOCK OUR  
FOOD BANK 

AN UPDATE FROM OUR 
NEEDLEWORK GROUP  

Company’s Coming! 
 
Our next hosting for Family Promise of Spokane be-
gins on Sunday, December 25th.  Yes, Christmas 
Day.  While we don’t know yet how many guests we 
will have, we want to make certain that we are 
ready for them when the time comes.  Please check 
your calendars and contact  Mel Gantney (795-
6053) to sign up for one of our Overnight Hosting 
nights,      provide a meal, help with set-up, help 
with laundry….. 
Thank you!! 


