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DEC 21 AT NOON -BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE   

DEC 24 AT 10AM —A SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS  

DEC 24 AT 5PM & 7PM -CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE  

   AUDUBONPARKUMC.ORG  

CHRISTMAS 
at       Audubon Park United Methodist Church  

 

Join us for 



 
Lead Pastor  

 

geoff@audubonparkumc.org 
 

fb.com/geoffhelton 

20’s & 30’s 

A Christmas 
Social 



Our youth group usually meets at the church on 
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick 
for more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org  
 

Sunday, December 3rd │ 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

We will meet downstairs in the kitchen for a night 

of baking cookies and fellowship.  The cookies will 

later be decorated at GROW NIGHT on Tuesday, 

December 5th from 6pm - 7:30pm and delivered 

to shut-ins in the area. 
 

 

Sunday, December 10th │ 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

 Come join us downstairs for an evening of fast-

paced dodgeball games! 
  

 

Sunday, December 17th │ 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

Our youth group will meet downstairs in the youth 

room for a gift exchange and Christmas movie.  

Hot coco and holiday snacks will be provided.  

Last month our youth group attended Winter 

Jam 17 at the Spokane Arena.  We enjoyed a 

variety of Christian bands from the front 

row!!! 

 My friends,  today I had to go 

to the oncologist and I saw these 

beautiful hats that were made by 

loving hands and God.  

Thank you for the teal hat I chose.  

   This Cancer fight is 

      at the  beginning 

    and  I see a  

    long  fight   

    ahead.      
  

       Thank you  

    again.   

                Love Shelley  



CHRISTMAS IS TIME TO REBUILD RELATIONSHIPS. 

 

Christmas is a time for reconciliations. Angels announce (in Luke 2:14), 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward all.” 
Christmas is a time to build a right relationship with God and make 
peace with other people. 

 

I love the Peanuts cartoon where Lucy says to Charlie Brown, “Charlie 
Brown, it’s the Christmas season. I think we ought to bury our 
differences, forgive each other and try to be kind and get along.” 
Charlie Brown says, “Great! But why just this season? Why not all 
year?” Lucy says, “What do you think I am, some kind of fanatic?” 

 

Holiday seasons, rather than promoting harmony, are often a time of 
conflict. You may spend time with relatives you don’t particularly like. 
Every family has challenges. There are jealousies, grudges, 
resentments, and misunderstanding. Divisive political issues and 
relationship challenges may cause conflict. 

 

Who do you need to reach out to this Christmas? Do you need to 
write a letter or make a call? Do you need to offer forgiveness to 
someone? Who do you need to ask forgiveness from and restore 
relationships with?  

 

What’s the key to happy relationships? “If we are living in the light of 
God’s presence, just as Christ does, then we have wonderful fellowship 
and joy with each other.” When Christ is in me and Christ is in you, 
then Jesus isn’t going to argue with himself. We’re never going to have 
peace on earth until the Prince of Peace reigns in our hearts. We need, 
the Bible says, and especially at Christmas, to rebuild relationships. 

 

God is saying to each of us, “Don’t waste this Christmas. It’s time.” 

 

Associate Pastor of 
Congregational Care  

 

dale@audubonparkumc.org 



Associate Pastor   
Second Site  

 

katy@audubonparkumc.org 

I was born in 1985. The last time a new United Methodist congregation 
got up and running in the Spokane area was before I was born.  
Meanwhile, over the three decades plus of my lifetime, we have closed 
or merged four churches here in Spokane.  The long-term future of 
several other congregations is questionable.  

 I care deeply about the future of United Methodism in Spokane.  
I want there to be strong congregations in every neighborhood where 
people come to find hope, experience healing, and learn to love and be 
loved.  I want every corner of our city to be made more beautiful and 
more compassionate because of how we Methodists channel the 
transforming grace of God.  I want there to be tall-steeple, stained-
glass, hymn-singing churches and converted-bar, funky-art, poetry-
slamming churches, and everything in between, so that anyone 
(anyone!) can walk in and hear God speak to them and feel their heart 
strangely warmed by the love they encounter. 

 Friends, the last time a new United Methodist congregation was 
born in Spokane, Audubon Park UMC was the parent church.  I know 
there are some mixed feelings about that experience, and fears today 
of losing people to my ministry or over-stretching ourselves financially.  
But no one else will be faithful for us.  We are responsible for the 
future of United Methodism in Spokane.  I’ve been here for six months, 
listening, learning, exploring, and experimenting, because you said yes: 
yes, we want to start a new site and bring a new congregation to life.   

 I was still serving the people of Rockford when you took that all-
church vote last spring. But I believe your yes on that day is like the yes 
that Mary gave the angel.  She still had doubts and questions.  She 
wondered how it was going to work.  She was afraid.  But she trusted 
God enough to say yes.  Yes, I want to be the parent of this mysterious 
new life that you have planted in me. 

 In the words of Mary, let it be with us, according to your word.   



ADVENT GROW NIGHTS 

For the season of advent our Tuesday night grow nights will be devoted to fun 

activities to help us fellowship and prepare for Christmas! Join us each week at 

6:30pm for a simple Dinner and at 7:00pm for our featured advent activity.  
 

November 28 — Make Your Own Advent Wreath 

December 5 — Christmas Cookie Decorating 

December 12 — Christmas Caroling 

CHRISTMAS  
at      Audubon Park United Methodist Church 

Amid the decorations, gifts and parties, we celebrate one simple message: A child was born 

and the world was forever changed.  

At the first Christmas, angels proclaimed good news of great joy for all people. Join us in 

worship this Christmas as we retell the story of Christ’s birth and rediscover for ourselves the 

Joy that his birth brings. 



We’re not just a bunch of “little old ladies” doing our  Bazaar 
once a year, having a Christmas Tea, and Spring Luncheon.  
We do these things, yes…to make our Pledge to Mission, but 
there is so much more to this organization, such as Mission u – 
Once a year anyone can attend the Mission u 3-day event, 
traditionally held in Ellensburg in July, to learn more about 
important issues of the world.  This year’s studies focused on 
Climate Justice and Living as a Covenant Community.  There 
was also a youth study for all young people. There is always a 
wonderful keynote speaker and an all school study.  
Scholarships are available for attendees, and continuing 
education credit is available to appointed clergy and 

appointed local pastors. 
 

There’s a new sheriff in town. Our new National President, 
Shannon Priddy was recently the keynote speaker at the UMW 
Conference Annual Meeting held at Spokane Valley UMC. She 
challenged us to modernize, think outside the box, and come up 
with ideas to be more inclusive of all ages. The working woman or 
mom cannot get to meetings and frankly, most don’t want to.  You 
don’t have to attend a meeting. There are units that use social 
media such as e-mail, Facebook, etc. to share ideas and develop 
projects, while focusing on the UMW PURPOSE.  I would be happy to 
mentor you in starting a new group at Audubon.   
 

I will continue to write articles for the APUMC newsletter to show other ways we serve and 
how you too can get involved.  

      Ann Fritz,  Inland District Team 

Not your Mama’s UMW 

There seems to be a misconception about who the  

United Methodist Women are and what they do. 

Please Join us for  
the UMW Christmas Tea,  

 

December 2nd at 1:00pm  
Audubon Park Church Parlor 

 
Please Bring 1-2 dozen Christmas cookies 
to share and join us as we jump start our 
Christmas spirit  with entertainment and 

fellowship. 



Saturday, 12/2 
UMW Christmas Tea  (Parlor) 1pm 
 

Sunday, 12/3 
Praise Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship 10:30 am  
Youth Group 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Monday, 12/4 
Art Group  9:00 am (C.R.)  
Study Group 11:30 am (Parlor)  
UMW Exec. Meeting 1:30 (C.R.) 
AA Meeting 7:30 pm (Parlor)  
 

Tuesday, 12/5 
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
Quilters 9:30 am (Room 303)  
Grow Night  6:30-8:00 pm (Parlor, C.R. & D.O.)  

Wednesday, 12/6 
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 am (Room 103)  
Needlework Group 10:00 am (Parlor)  
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 pm 
Stephen Ministry Supervision 5 pm (Parlor & D.O.) 
Boy Scouts  6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall)  
Choir Rehearsal  7:00 pm 
AA 7:30 pm (C.R.)  
 

Saturday, 12/9  
Men’s Breakfast 9:00 am  
 

Sunday, 12/10 
Praise Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
Charge Conference 12:00 pm  
Youth Group 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Monday, 12/11 
Study Group 11:30 am (Parlor)  
AA Meeting 7:30 pm (Parlor)  
 

Tuesday, 12/12 
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 am 
Quilters 9:30 am (Room 303)  
Grow Night  6:30-8:00 pm (Parlor, Sanctuary & D.O.)  
 

Wednesday, 12/13 
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 am (Room 103) 
Needlework Group 10:00 am (Parlor)  
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 pm (Room 103) 
Boy Scouts 6:30 pm Fellowship Hall  
Choir Rehearsal  7:00 pm 
AA 7:30 pm (Parlor)  
 

Thursday, 12/14  
Bell, Large Rehearsal 5:45 pm 

 

Saturday, 12/16 
Free Community Meal 12:00-2:00pm (Fellowship Hall)  

Sunday, 12/17 
Praise Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional worship 10:30 am 
Bell-Large Rehearsal 10:45 am  
Youth Group 6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Monday, 12/18 
Art Group  (C.R.)  9:00 am 
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 am  
UMW Circle Meeting (Parlor) 1:30 pm 
Core Leadership Team Meeting (Parlor) 7:00 /7:15 pm 
AA Meeting 7:30 pm (C.R.) 
 

Tuesday, 12/19 
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30-10:00 am  
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 am 
Quilters 9:30 am (Room 303)  
 

Wednesday, 12/20 
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 am (Room 103)  
Needlework Group 10:00 am (Parlor)  
Grief Support Group  12:30-1:30 pm 
Boy Scouts  6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall) 
Choir Rehearsal  7:00  pm 
AA 7:30 pm  (Parlor)   
 

Thursday, 12/21  
Blue Christmas Service 12:00  
Newsletters Prep-Mail 10 am 
Bells –Large Rehearsal 5:45 pm  
 

Sunday, 12/24 Christmas Eve  
Lessons & Carols  10:00 am  
Traditional Worship– Candlelight Service 5:00 pm 
Traditional Worship– Candlelight Service 7:00 pm 
 

Monday, 12/25 Christmas Day  
Office Closed  
 

Tuesday, 12/26  - Office Closed  
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
 

Wednesday, 12/27– Office Closed  
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 am (Room 103) 
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 pm (Room 103) 
Choir Rehearsal  7:00 pm 
AA 7:30 pm (C.R.)  
 

Thursday, 12/28—Office Closed  
 

Sunday, 12/31 –New Years Eve  
Traditional worship 10:0 am— One Service Today  
 



 

3rd-   Dolores Edmonds 
 

8th–   Norma Jean Loveland  
 

10th–  Tammy Dodson 
 

13th-   Estel Harvey  
 

15th-  Sheila Clark  
 

19th-   Sandi Nicol,  
  Tex Trunce 
 

22nd-  Ann Sundgren  
 

26th-   Chris Nicol 
 

30th-  Darius Strobeck  
 

31st-   Joe Hilderbrand  
  Bill Strobeck  

 

3rd–   Wayne & Nancy Wright 
  

11th–  Paul & Barbara Burns  
 

20th–  Jim & Jean Enzler  
 

22nd–  Joe & Delby Rodgers  
 

29th–   Rich & Carol Hendershot  
 

30th–  Vince and Laura Velonza  

at Audubon Park Church  

Saturday, December 16th,  

Noon - 2pm  

All are welcome.  
There is no cost for this meal.  

Want to help?  
Contact Kirk White (467-1850) to find out more 

about serving in this vital ministry!  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH , AT 9AM 

COME FOR THE FOOD – STAY FOR THE FELLOWSHIP 

Thank you to all who participated 
in our Directory event.  The 
Directories will be mailed to the 
Church and  we will announce 
when they are ready for pick  up 
from Laura in the office.  

 

For those that missed their picture 
being taken there will be another 
opportunity in the Spring for 
pictures.  

Thank you to everyone that so generously 

supported the U.M.W. Bazaar.  Your gifts 

of time, donations, and purchases helped to 

make it a big success.   

The Raffle winners were:  

 Frog Quilt---Mary Jane McLeod 

 Gift Basket---Mel Gantey 

 Rosauers Gift Card---Char 

 Lap Quilt---Pat Dobberstein 

 Rancho Chico Gift Card---Jerry Hood 

 Noah's Ark---Judy Gray 

 North Pole Village---Sue Wisor 

  

       Connie Hickman, Audubon Park UMW 



The  Audubon Park Daily Bread 
 

It was noted by some, that people waiting their turn at the food bank at Audubon Park often 
had to wait in line and sometimes in the weather or on the steps inside the building. It was 
often mentioned that there is a room at the end of the hall with a kitchen and wouldn’t it be 
nice to let the folks wait in that room and maybe even offer coffee.   

Although a very good idea, it wasn’t until 2011 when one person finally said, “You mean you 
want me to do it Lord?” and the idea grew from coffee, to donuts and coffee. They found 
people willing to donate donuts, coffee and money to the coffee fund.  Now, the people were 
able to get out of the weather and also connect with one another over coffee and donuts. But 
God didn’t let the idea stop there.  He gave another person the vision of using the ‘little used 
kitchen’ to become a soup kitchen. So two guys, with the support of others, started the 
process of becoming a soup kitchen. With the title of soup kitchen came some rules attached 
because the food was received from 2nd Harvest which is tied to several government 
agencies.  After receiving all permits to become a soup kitchen, the coffee fund was 
transferred to Audubon Park Daily Bread soup kitchen.  

In May of 2015, the first Saturday 
meal, which is a requirement to be 
qualified as a soup kitchen, was 
served to 45 people and was an all 
church/community meal.  As we were 
always bugging 2nd harvest on 
Monday for produce to hand out to 
people on Tuesday, the natural 
progression seemed to be to serve a 
breakfast every Tuesday morning 
also. And so it grew from coffee and 
donuts to Tuesday morning breakfast 
and pick up produce along with a 
community meal served every third 
Saturday of the month.  

Most food is provided by 2nd Harvest and Feed Spokane. None of this would have been 
possible without the support and backing of the Church and community. Many people continue 
to volunteer and give of their time and energy to this mission.   

Below and on the next page 
shows a breakdown of the 
meals served and the cost.   

 
 
 
 
 

Year Pounds of Produce  Volunteer Hrs.  Meals Served 

2015 20,280 1,842 2,245 

2016 33,210 1,426 3,615 

2017* 49,286 3,098 4,059 

totals 102,776 6,367 9,919 

  *thru October     



Our own Northwest Ecumenical Food Bank was 
awarded for Outstanding Service In Our Community 
by Second Harvest of Spokane! Together our 
volunteers helped to serve and distribute over 174,234 
lbs.  of food and served over 2,563 individuals in our 
community in 2017.   Congratulations to the volunteers 
who make this amazing program a success and who 
work so hard to make a positive impact in our 
community.  

** We received 1/2 of the 
2016 Christmas giving, 
hence the greater 
amount of donations for 
that year. 

This comes out to .43 
cents per meal and if 
volunteer hrs. are billed 
at $24.14 that comes to 
$153,699.38.  With the 
average age of our 
volunteer at 74 and 
moving over 1000 lbs of 
produce a week, the 
Ibuprofen use is at an all
-time high.  

We are always looking 
for more volunteers and 

as you can see from the charts we are growing every year and although some years we 
were in the red, it all comes out okay. If you want to learn more contact Kirk White, 467-
1850 or Lou Dobberstein, 326-1736. Or stop by Monday @ 9:00 AM for our meeting. You 
might even get a day old donut.  

 

As Tuesday’s Daily Bread breakfast has had steady growth in numbers served, a 
new need has become apparent.  A few of our regulars need a place where they 
feel safe to take a shower. We are looking into providing an opportunity for our 
friends to shower from 10:30 to 12 after the morning breakfast on the non-
food bank Tuesdays in the church. (About 2 to 3 times a month)  We need a few 
men and women who will volunteer to be present during this time so that the 
visitors will feel their interests are being looked after by a caring church. If you 
would like to help the community and this church in this outreach program, call 
Bob Kem at HP 328-7777 or CP 981-5488 

year  Donations Expenses Carry over 

2011 $152.97 $114.38 $38.59 

2012 $566.73 $600.75 -$34.02 

2013 $327.78 $176.39 $151.64 

2014 $198.91 $136.94 $61.97 

2015 $1858.00 $958.27 $899.73 

2016 **$2327.21 $1549.97 $777.24 

2017 $1293.36 $1721.59 -$428.23 

Total     $1466.92 

Yearly 
Expenses 

Kitchen supplies Food Washroom 

2017 $1293.36 $516.91 $212.08 
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