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From Audubon Park Church ! 
Merry Christmas 
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December 18th │ Longest Night Service │ 3pm  
 

December 24th │ Candlelight Christmas Eve  services │ 5pm & 8pm 
 

December 25th │ Christmas Day Service │ 10:30AM  
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At Audubon Park Church ! 
Christmas 



When Isaiah wrote his ninth chapter, it was in the 8th century B.C., which was 
a dark time for the tiny nation of Judah. The ever-expanding Assyrian Empire 
had already swallowed up the ten tribes of Israel and dispersed the people. 
The two tribes that remained in the southern kingdom of Judah lived under 
constant fear that they would be next. Under the shadow of this threat, it was 
dark even in the daytime.  

 

Lead Pastor  
 

geoff@audubonparkumc.org 

So Isaiah begins by proclaiming extraordinary hope: “The people who have walked in darkness have seen a 
great light.” Those are the opening words of what our Old Testament scholars believe was an ancient Hebrew 
hymn. The words were sung over and over because they depicted the love of God who would come for his 
people. They continued singing the hymn down through the centuries, and they taught it from one generation 
to the next. Their words were well known long before George Handel got hold of them. The chances are good 
that even the shepherds abiding in their fields outside of Bethlehem knew about these words. They knew about 
hoping for a great light that would pierce the darkness, a love that would pierce the anxiety that filled them 
even as it fills us today.  

What the light means is that heaven has broken into the dark world. But God did not drop down more 
instructions or laws. What God was giving us is God.  

You would think if Isaiah were going to offer divine light to the Judeans who were struggling under the 
oppression of the Assyrians, he would depict the arrival of a great and mighty warrior. But he did not do that. 
What he promised is: “A child has been born for us.” And we are given his names. He will be called 
“Wonderful Counselor.” That is what we have always wanted – someone who understands. And he will be 
called “Mighty God.” Yes, that is what we need – someone who can again shove the darkness and chaos 
aside as he did at creation. He will also be called “Everlasting Father,” who is someone who will nurture us 
through all of life with grace, truth, and a love that knows no conditions. And he will be called the “Prince of 
Peace.” This is the long-awaited someone who can pull it all together – the one who can finally teach the wolf 
and the lamb to lie down together.  

These are extraordinary names for a child. How can a child become our great light that dispels the darkness? 
He is so small and frail lying in a manger. This is the God with us? When the Greeks proclaimed the gods 
were with us, those gods came in the form of adults who had great mythological powers. When the Egyptians 
claimed Pharaoh was a god or when the Romans allowed Caesar to claim divinity, it was after they had built 
incredible empires. Today, people still worship the idols of power and wealth, hoping they will get rid of the 
dark. But at Christmas, we Christians join the shepherds and the magi in worshiping a baby.  

Maybe the birth of a baby gives a little light, but frankly, it does not blind us. That is exactly as it was 
intended to be. This is why at Christmas we do not shoot off fireworks. Instead, we light candles to honor the 
quiet subtlety of the power of this miracle. A child has been born to us. His holy gifts of hope and peace and 
joy and love will have to grow up within us. [The preceding was an excerpt from Pastor Geoff’s sermon “Down 
to Earth Love” given on Nov. 27, 2016.] 

December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

Twice a month our Bare Necessities is available 
for Food Bank clients.  The focus item to collect 
for December is toilet paper.  In addition, we 
can always use: small shampoos, soaps, cleaning 
supplies, personal hygiene items, and Kleenex. A 
list of all items needed are on our website:  
audubonparkumc.org and on the collection bins 

in the Parlor.   

Thank you for your support to our neighbors!  

bare necessities 

http://audubonparkumc.org/


December 2016 
Our youth group usually meets at the church on 
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick for 
more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org  

 Sunday, December 4th  │  6:00  – 7:30 pm 
 Join us at the church for a Christmas movie and hot 
chocolate as we help decorate the downstairs halls 
of the church for Family Promise! 
  

Sunday, December 11th  │  5:00  – 7:00 pm 
 This will be a fun and exciting surprise event for our 
youth members.  Please bring $6. No further details 
will be provided. Parents if you have any questions 
you may contact me at (509) 710-8887. 
  

 Sunday, December 25th │  No Programs 
 There will be no Sunday School or Youth Group on 
Christmas Day. Please enjoy this time with your 
family and friends and remember the true meaning 
of Christmas. 

Many members of our church’s youth 
group were sick or had prior 
commitments, but that did not stop Evie 
from raking & bagging 34 bags of pine 
needles for a fellow church member.  
Keep up the good work Evie! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ  

(Galatians 6:2)                                    

 
Stephen Ministers are laypeople—Christian men 
and women—trained to provide one-to-one care to 
people experiencing a difficult time in life.  Stephen 
Ministers Care, they listen, understand accept and 
pray for and with care receiver who are working 
through a difficult time. 
    

Stephen Minister training is an engaging, energizing 
experience that includes a mixture of lecture, video, 
group discussion, skill practice, and spiritual growth 
activities. We are planning a training class to begin 
mid January. 
 

“The Best 50 Hours of Training  
You'll Ever Experience!” 

 

Here’s why Stephen Ministers frequently say that 
about their training:  
 

 Stephen Minister training teaches principles and 
skills that equip you to provide high-quality, 
Christ-centered emotional and spiritual care to 
others. 

 You gain insight into the thoughts, feelings, and 
actions of people who are hurting. 

 You develop relational and caring skills you can 
apply to all aspects of your life. 

 You deepen your faith as the Holy Spirit fashions 
you into a Christ-centered caregiver. 

 You feel a special bond with those in your 
class—experiencing real Christian community. 

 Stephen Minister training is a lot of fun. 
 

Is God calling you to this ministry?  Would you like 
to know more? Talk with any of our Stephen 
Ministers, (they are the ones with the blue name 
tags) Pastor Geoff, Pastor Dale or Barbara White 
(467-1850).  Applications for this Ministry are 
located in the narthex and can be returned to the 
office, one of the pastors or Barbara White.   

Stephen  
Ministry 



Associate Pastor of 
Congregational Care 

 

dale@audubonparkumc.org 

Thanksgiving Living! 
 

I’m glad Thanksgiving comes every year; it reminds me that there is much 
in my life for which I am genuinely grateful. I heard about a man who 
played French Horn in a Salvation Army band. After a Thanksgiving Day 
performance, someone asked him if he really felt thankful. He said, 
“Listen, when I think about what the Good Lord has done in my life, I could 
take this old French Horn and blow it out straight!” That’s gratitude with 
force and conviction! 
 

The Psalmist had the same spirit: “Praise God with trumpet sound; praise 
him with lute and harp! Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him 
with strings and pipe! Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with 
loud clashing cymbals! Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise 
the Lord!” 

I hope Thanksgiving isn’t just a passing thought, or a once a year holiday devoted to the Macy’s parade, the 
Westminster Dog Show, and great football; let’s carry its gratitude attitude through Advent, Christmas and 
beyond! Let’s trumpet our thanks day by day. May our timbrels resonate with prayer, our harps weave a 
melody of gentle love through every action, our pipes and strings undergird every relationship with thanks-
giving moment by moment.  
 

I hear in this special day a call to enter a way of life we might call Thanksgiving Living! Thanksgiving Living is 
fun! It’s appreciative. It is joyous and positive. How do we get started? We decide. We make a choice. We 
don’t wait for feelings or for perfect faith. We say, with the Psalmist, “I will give thanks to the Lord with my 
whole heart. I will tell of all thy wonderful deeds. I will be glad and exult in thee. I will sing praise to thy 
name, O Most High!” 

Please join us for a service of hope and healing as we seek to offer 
you support and encouragement during this holiday season.  
 

We hope to offer a quiet and reflective time of healing and  hope for 
those experiencing grief, loss, or just aren’t feeling joyful as we enter 
the Christmas Season. We hope you will join us as we seek renewal, 
courage and strength. 

WORDS OF THANKS 
 

Bob VanKeuren thanks you and is grateful for your 
prayers when he had heart problems recently.  He is 
doing well and he and Sally sent their greetings 
from Tennessee. 
 

God’s Angels:  Angels come in all forms, sizes and 
shapes.  I have been privy to both.  When you least 
expect it they show up in little ways and/or big 
ways.  Audubon  Park UMC has several of God’s 
angels.  When I am not feeling well, out of the blue 
one always seems to show up.  How blessed I am by 
my church “angels”.   Thank you for all of your 
prayers and concerns. You are all greatly loved and 
appreciated.  Happy Holidays to all of “God’s 
Angels”.                                                                                                                     

-Sharon 
 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: Ann Fritz has a new email 

address: rannfritz@gmail.com 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

On Sunday, November 20th, we received the 
following people into our church membership.  They 
are (left to right): Eleanor Robinson, Kathy Barrick, 
Richard Prague, and Richard Shumaker. 
 

REMINDER 
 

Are you adding your giving number to your check or 
to your offering envelope?  This information is a 
great help to the counters who process the offering 
each week and we thank you! 

Congregational  

Messages  

We're hosting Family Promise guests 
beginning Christmas Day! 

Sign-ups are under way for the volunteers needed for 
the next week of hosting for Family Promise, please 
contact Mel Gantney to volunteer! 

Our guests will be coming in the late afternoon of 
Christmas Day and we would like to have some gifts 
prepared for them to receive when they come. While 
we don't yet know exactly who our guests will be and 
probably won't until the week before they come, there 
are certain items that all families with children of 
varying ages would like to receive.  

We already have arrangements in place for some 
decorations to make the basement a little more festive 
and for inexpensive stockings to accommodate some 
stocking type gifts for the family members: for the 
adults items such as low denomination gift cards for 
discount stores, drug stores or grocery stores, lip balm, 
gloves, and similar things; for the younger family 
members we can look at crayons, puzzles, books, small 
toys, etc.  

To help with the gift portion of the hosting please 
contact Mel Gantney or Brenda Banks. Let's all pull 
together to give these families a better Christmas than 
they might otherwise have without our loving 
care.  Thank you! 

Most Young Adults and college 
students connect with us at our 
Vespers Worship service that meets 
on Sundays at 6pm.  
 

For more info on Young Adult 
Ministry contact Pastor Geoff: 
geoff@audubonparkumc.org 

YA’S OUT TO LUNCH │ Sunday December 18th │ 12:30pm  
 

Many of our friends who are away for work or 
school should be back in town! So let’s go out to 
lunch and catch up! Join us for lunch at 12:30pm at 
Tomato Street on North Division. 


