
   AUDUBONPARKUMC.ORG  

THE NEWSLETTER OF      AUDUBON PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  



 

Lead Pastor  
 
 

geoff@audubonparkumc.org 
 

fb.com/geoffhelton 



Our youth group usually meets at the church on 
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick 
for more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org  
 

Sunday, August 5th - Saturday, August 11th 

 Our youth group will be traveling to Wellpinit, WA  
on a mission trip through the Sierra Service Project.  
We will be working closely with the Spokane Indian 
Tribe to restore ramps, stairways, doors, and some 
painting around the local community. Please pray 
for our youth and our mission.  Thank you!

 

Sunday, August 26th │ 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

Come join us as we go outside to the park and play 
a variety of ball games from bump to 4 square. 

 
Thank you for the thoughtful commissioning gift. 
I am grateful for the love, support, and 
encouragement of this congregation as I 
continue my journey into ordained ministry. I am 
blessed to have such faithful followers of Jesus 
Christ at my back.   

Grace & Peace,  

— Amanda Nicol 

Our Family would like to thank all those who 
have sent cards and who have been praying for 
us since the passing of our dear wife and mother, 
Dorothy. 

We appreciate your thoughts and concern.  

— Jerry Hood and Family 

Youth Ministry 
Thank You Notes 

Ka-la Baty, Drew Homchick and several members of the 

youth enjoy lunch after a work day at the home of the Ve-

lonza Family.  The Velonzas’ won the work day at the Youth 

Auction this Spring.   



Associate Pastor of 
Congregational Care  

 

dale@audubonparkumc.org 

The Highs and Lows of Life… 
 

Perhaps some lives are marked by steadiness and calm. More 
likely, it’s a calm before a storm. I find that my life is marked by highs 
and lows, by touch challenges followed by wondrous blessing. In my 
experience the life of faith is never boring! 

These days tragedy is never far from mind. The losses are both 
global in scale and deeply personal. Whether it’s communities ripped 
apart by tornadoes or homes burned to the ground by wildfires or 
families drowned by thunderstorms on a river, I can scarcely imagine 
the horrific losses borne by those near and far. Day-by-day we hear 
rending tales of school shootings or soldiers killed in places like Iraq 
and Afghanistan where life in someone’s eyes no longer has mean-ing. 

Closer to home, people we love are robbed of life by terrible diseases over which we have no more 
control than we have of earth’s quakes and ocean’s waves. 

Such disasters can shake our faith to the core, or paradoxically for others can deepen and enrich 
faith. We seek meaning in tragedy. We seek to reconcile our faith with such terrible loss of life. Why 
do some survive—say, boys trapped deep underground—often in circumstances that seem nothing 
short of miraculous, and yet others who surely share the same faith do not? How is God working in 
these events? 

I see how certainly such tragedies call us into prayer, with prayers matched by our actions. 
Prayer connects us with the power of God so that we are moving with God and acting with God to 
make a difference in a world that is often rocked by tragedy and marked by suffering. There are no 
easy answers to these challenging questions; we do believe that God is in the hard places with us. 
God calls us to respond with love, every time and in every way possible. 

I invite you to join Geoff and me in worship when you can this summer; we explore those 
amazing “one another” commands in the New Testament that expand what it means to love one 
another. When we choose to live in the ways described in these passages, we have the support and 
strength to endure the worst life can throw at us, as well as thrive on the greatest joys life has to 
offer. 

Coming this Sunday: “Bear one another’s burdens!” In the weeks ahead, we will be invited to 
consider serving one another, encouraging one another, and comforting one another—all vital ways 
we can help one another through the highs and lows of life. We are all God’s children, blessed to be 
a blessing. Our prayers for one another and for the entire world do make a difference, especially 
when our prayers are matched by caring and generous actions. The two together have the power to 
turn any low into a great high. 
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http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org


 

Wednesday, 8/1 
Overeaters Anonymous  (Room 103) 10:00 am  
Needlework  (Parlor) 10:00 am 
AA (Parlor)  7:30 pm   
 

Sunday, 8/5 
Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
 

Monday, 8/6 
Art Group (C.R.) 9:00 am  
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 am  
AA Meeting (C.R.) 7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 8/7 
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
Quilters (Room 303)  9:30 am  
 

Wednesday, 8/8 
Overeaters Anonymous  (Room 103) 10:00 am  
Needlework Group (Parlor) 10:00 am  
Boy Scouts  (Fellowship Hall)  6:30 pm  
AA (Parlor)  7:30 pm   
 

Youth Mission Trip to Wellpinit  Aug 5-11th  
 

Saturday, 8/11 
Men’s Breakfast  (Parlor) 9:00 am  
 

Sunday, 8/12 
Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional worship 10:30 am 
 

Monday, 8/13 
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 am  
AA Meeting (C.R.)  7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 8/14 
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30 - 10:00 am 
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 am 
Quilters 9:30 am (Room 303)  
 

Wednesday, 8/15 
Overeaters Anonymous (Room 103) 10:00 am  
Needlework Group (Parlor)  10:00 am  
Stephen Ministry (Parlor)  5:00 pm  
AA (Parlor)   7:30 pm 

 

Thursday, 8/16 
Finance Meeting 7 pm 
 

Sunday, 8/19 
Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional worship 10:30 am 
 

Monday, 8/20 
Art Group (C.R.)  9:00 am  
Study Group (Parlor)   11:30 am  
CORE Leadership Meeting  (Parlor) 7:15 pm  
AA Meeting (C.R.)  7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 8/21 
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
Quilters (Room 303)  9:30 am  
 

Wednesday, 8/22 
Overeaters Anonymous (Room 103) 10:00 am  
Needlework Group (Parlor)  10:00 am  
Boy Scouts  (Fellowship Hall)  6:30 pm  
AA (Parlor)   7:30 pm  
 

Sunday, 8/26 

Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional worship 10:30 am  
 

Monday, 8/27 
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 am  
AA Meeting (C.R.) 7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 8/28 
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 am 
Quilters (Room 303)  9:30 am  
 
Wednesday, 8/29 
Overeaters Anonymous  (Room 103) 10:00 am  
Needlework Group (Parlor) 10:00 am  
AA (Parlor)  7:30 pm   



 

4th -   Randy Fink 
7th -  Marion Anderson, Abby Staples 
9th -   Darrell Douglas 
11th -  Flo Fiveash 
15th -  Daniel Ritz 
16th -  Ashlyn Dodson 
17th -  Katie Moreau 
19th -   Nancy Wright 
21st -  Ann Fritz, Alannah Dobberstein 
24th -   Val Bruck 
26th -  Mary Campbell 
27th -  Glenda Buterbaugh, Mary Cayer,  
  Wayne Wright 
28th -  Pauline Smith  
 

 

2nd -   Ben & Claudia Boswell  
8th -   Estel & Joanna Harvey  
9th -  Geoff & Meagan Helton  
4th -   Randy & Cathy Fink  
20th -   Bo & Kathie Cummings 
21st -  John & Phyllis Rissler 
27th -   George & Sherry Detlaff 
29th -   Ken & Marilyn Hallett 

 

In September, members of our church collect 
supplies to support the staff and students of 
Audubon Elementary School.   

Last year we collected almost 300 boxes of tis-
sues. The staff were simply amazed at the gen-
erous support that lasted well into the school 
year. This year we will again be collecting and 
donating tissues. Can you help us reach 300 
boxes (or more) and amaze them again this 
September?  

Tissue boxes of all shape and sizes can be 
brought in on Sunday, September 9th and left 
in the collection bins in the Church Narthex.  

Thank you for your continued support of the 
students and staff of this wonderful neighbor-
hood school.  
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