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On July 1, I will begin my 5th year as your pastor. This is the longest I have 
ever served a church in ministry and I look forward to more great years to 
come. The good news is that Pastor Dale, Pastor Katy and I have all been 
appointed to serve Audubon Park United Methodist Church for another year. 
We would all share with you that it’s an honor to be your pastors.  

As a pastor it’s often difficult to know when to engage with politics and 
politicians. There are some who object if we talk about it at all. There are 
others who protest that we don’t engage enough. I have tried to be judicious 
about when to make a comment and when to refrain.  

But scripture is rarely if ever used so openly as a rationale for political action 
as it was recently. The Attorney General of the United States recently claimed 
that separating children from their undocumented parents at the border of 
our country has biblical warrant. He specifically invoked St. Paul’s words on 
the role of government in Romans 13. “I would cite you to the Apostle Paul 
and his clear and wise command in Romans 13, to obey the laws of the 
government because God has ordained them for the purpose of order,” 
Sessions said.  

 
-  

Regrettably, I believe this to be an unfortunate distortion of the biblical witness and Paul’s intent in Romans 
13. He uses Romans 13:1-7 without concern for the context it arises from; what Romans 13 says as a whole. 
Here we find a  radical call to love your neighbor and a call to avoid the works of darkness by putting on 
Christ In that same chapter, St. Paul continues, “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10).   

The immigration issue in our country is complicated and requires the rigorous debate in which we are now 
engaged. Those who wish to invoke a biblical ethic should be guided by this test of love. There is nothing 
loving about prying children from their parents’ arms when families are at their most vulnerable. 

I think it says something that almost every major denomination and faith tradition including the Roman 
Catholic Church, The United Methodist Church, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the 
Southern Baptist Convention have spoken out against this policy. These days these various and diverse 
traditions don’t agree on much politically. It says something when they speak with one voice.  

A few days after I initially wrote this article, President Trump signed an executive order reversing the 
administration’s practice of forcibly separating children from their parents. While this is certainly a step in 
the right direction, it is not enough. We still need to work to reunite those children that have been separated 
from their families. There still needs to be a way for the oppressed and endangered to safely and legally seek 
asylum among us. Asylum seekers have lived among and become citizens since before the founding of our 
country. Many of our own ancestors came to this county fleeing oppression.  

The Bible calls us to extend mercy and hospitality to widows, orphans, children, refugees, and others who 
are in need. Let us remember the way that Christ cared for children as God’s own beloved ones, saying “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven 
belongs” (Matthew 19:14).  May it be so on earth—and in our nation—as it is in heaven. 



  

Our youth group usually meets at the church on 
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick 

for more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org  
 

 
 Saturday,  July 7th  │ 9:00am - 12:00pm 

Vincent and Laura Velonza were the lucky winners 
of the Youth Yard Cleanup voucher at the Youth 
Auction thanks to their determination to outbid 
everyone else in the room.  We will meet in the 
church parking lot at 8:30am and carpool over to 

the Velonza’s house.  Please dress appropriately. 

  

Sunday, July 22nd │ 12:00pm - 2:00pm 
  

Come join our youth group as we play a variety of 
fun water games including a water balloon fight to 
wrap things up!  Please dress appropriately and 
bring a towel! 
 

 A big thank you to Candy Shipley, Marion 

Anderson, and Marlene Peters for providing 

delicious desserts for the staff of Audubon 

Elementary School. The desserts helped to 

brighten a hectic time for the staff, and were 

welcomed with excited cheers. 

Thank you everyone who helped with all the 

projects at the school this past school year. 

- Karen Peacock 
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Youth Ministry  
Thank You  
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Associate Pastor of 
Congregational Care  

 

dale@audubonparkumc.org 

Have you ever driven behind a car with wheel wobble? The wheel may 
have been wobbling back and forth so much you wondered how the 
driver couldn’t feel it! Or perhaps you didn’t know that someone behind 
you was looking at your wheel and wondering the same! 

We can’t long ignore a wheel out of  alignment. If  that’s my tire, I need to 
humble myself  and go to the garage and say, “I need to get aligned. I 
need your help to get myself  in balance.” 

In Mark 12, Jesus highlights the most important ways to balance our 
lives—what we need to bring alignment to life. In the Greatest 
Commandment, Jesus tells us we must balance the vertical and 
horizontal relationships of  life. When our alignment is off, the wear on 
one side or the other causes us to wobble, and the abrasive roads of  life 
wear us out way too soon. Even if  our wheels are in alignment, the tires 
must still be balanced. No tire or rim is right on its own; it must be 
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placed on a balance and weights tapped in here or there until it’s perfectly in balance. Then, when we 
are both aligned and balanced, we are ready to roll. 

One of  the scribes asked the question, “Which commandment is first of  all?” And Jesus replied, “The first is, 
‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

We expect a warning in Scripture about idolatry—putting an object or thing from the horizontal plane 
in the place of  God. That flattens life, when we eliminate the divine from our lives. But what many of  
us do not expect is the clear and consistent warning against focusing on the vertical to the neglect of  
the horizontal. We are not only warned against false doctrine, but also against correct doctrine misused 
to inflate our egos or excuse our neglect of  neighbor. Scripture makes it clear that we can be outwardly 
religious but still out of  alignment with God’s purpose. So Amos, the great Old Testament prophet, 
observes that even though worship services were crowded, there was widespread corruption and 
injustice. The rich were indifferent to the needs of  the poor. Too many didn’t keep their marriage vows. 
There was widespread drunkenness. So he cries out, 

“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you make your 
offerings, I will not accept them…. Take away from me the noise of  your songs; to the melody of  your harps I will 
not listen. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever flowing stream.” 

I read once that Billy Sunday would preach for both personal conversion and for social reform, carrying 
on the balanced preaching of  the Wesley’s and the early Methodists. In one town, some folk were upset 
over his emphasis on social issues. The city fathers came to him and said, “Billy, you’re rubbing the fur 
the wrong way.” Billy replied, “Tell the cats to turn around!” That’s called repentance. We need it. Left 
to ourselves, we get out of  balance. The Greatest Commandment gets us aligned and ready to roll. 
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Sunday, 7/1 

Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional worship 10:30 am  
 

Monday, 7/2 
Art Group  (CR) 9:00 am 
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 am  
AA Meeting (C.R.)  7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 7/3 
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30 - 10:00 am  
Quilters (Room 303)  9:30 am  
 

Wednesday, 7/4 (OFFICE CLOSED ) 
Overeaters Anonymous  (Room 103) 10:00 am  
AA (Parlor)  7:30 pm   
 

Saturday, 7/7 
Youth Group - Yard Day 9:00 - Noon  
Nicholas Strobeck Eagle Scout Ceremony  2-5pm 
 

Sunday, 7/8 
Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
 

Monday, 7/9 
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 am  
AA Meeting (C.R.) 7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 7/10 
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 am 
Quilters (Room 303)  9:30 am  
 

Wednesday, 7/11 
Overeaters Anonymous  (Room 103) 10:00 am  
Needlework Group (Parlor) 10:00 am  
Boy Scouts  (Fellowship Hall)  6:30 pm  
AA (Parlor)  7:30 pm   
 

UMW Mission U 7/13- 14 
 

Saturday, 7/14 
Men’s Breakfast  (Parlor) 9:00 am  
 

Sunday, 7/15 
Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional worship 10:30 am 

Monday, 7/16 
Art Group  (C.R.) 9:00 am  
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 am  
AA Meeting (C.R.)  7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 7/17 
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30 - 10:00 am 
Quilters 9:30 am (Room 303)  
 

Wednesday, 7/18 
Overeaters Anonymous (Room 103) 10:00 am  
Needlework Group (Parlor)  10:00 am  
Stephen Ministry (Parlor)  5:00 pm  
AA (Parlor)   7:30 pm 
 

Sunday, 7/22 
Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional worship 10:30 am 
Youth Group - Water Games 12:00 - 2:00 pm 
 

Monday, 7/23 
Art Group (C.R.)  9:00 am  
Study Group (Parlor)   11:30 am  
UMW Summer Picnic Noon at Cannon Park  
AA Meeting (C.R.)  7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 7/24 
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
Quilters (Room 303)  9:30 am  
 

Wednesday, 7/25 
Overeaters Anonymous (Room 103) 10:00 am  
Needlework Group (Parlor)  10:00 am  
Boy Scouts  (Fellowship Hall)  6:30 pm  
AA (Parlor)   7:30 pm  
 

Sunday, 7/29 

Modern Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional worship 10:30 am  
 

Monday, 7/30 
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 am  
AA Meeting (C.R.) 7:30 pm  
 

Tuesday, 7/31 
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 am 
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 am 
Quilters (Room 303)  9:30 am  

  



 
 

1st  Angelina Schmidt 

3rd  Doug Shurtleff 

4th  Kathy Cree 

5th  Alyson Nicol 

8th  Brenda Carpenter 

10th  Angie Patel 

11th  Marcia Phillips 

12th  Carolyn Krupke, Charlene Wilcox 

15th  Carroll Krupke 

16th  Andrew Forsyth 

17th  Leslie Spitzer, Dan Masters 

20th  Rodger Smith, Rich Hickman 

22nd  Tony Bailey, Tom Kraus, 

  Julianna Mondrick 

24th  Carol Hendershot 

27th  Margie Harder 
 

 
 

 
 

19th  Linn & Donna Sampson 

25th  Jake & Sue Dault  

    Doug & Linda Shurtleff  

30th    Cory & Angie Patel  

31st  Bruce & Sue Wisor  

  

 

Court of Honor 
 

 

Honoring Nicholas Strobeck 

Saturday, July 7th 2 - 5 pm  

(with reception following) 

at Audubon Park Church 
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