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“Time to Plant” 

 

Dear Friends, 

The other day I got to thinking about my first ever garden. I planted it kind of by 

accident seventy years ago when I was five. I had been playing in a forbidden shed 

where the proprietor of the only store in Daisy WA., George Cranston, was storing a 

bunch of sacks of seed grain. The shed was behind the one-room school where 

mom was the teacher. We had moved there after losing our dad, and we lived in a 

cottage on school property.  

I had been banished to the outdoors after riding the arm off our living room sofa, so 

I needed a fresh mount.  

Well, those sacks of seed grain were far too tempting. Just the right size to get my 

legs around, and I was pretty sure they could outrun the sofa arm, so I gave them a 

try, against the wishes of their owner and my mother. I must have spurred one of them a little too hard because its 

stitching broke, and its contents spilled out on the floor of the shed. Trouble! I did not want to have to mess with 

George Cranston. He was built kind of like “Mr. Clean” -slick, bald head, bulging muscles. There were lots of stories 

about George’s feats of strength when he was a young man and then, of course, there was my mother! So, I came 

up with a plan for hiding the evidence. I scraped up all the seed, sewed the bag back up the best I could, and dis-

posed of the seeds around the flagpole beside the school. When spring came, a fine crop of wheat began to ap-

pear mysteriously. When mom would ask about it, I would find a good reason to be elsewhere, but I was fascinat-

ed by what became of that coffee can full of seeds. Even when accidentally sown by a reckless amateur, they grew 

up into something strong, beautiful, and useful. My remembering put me to thinking again about Jesus’ teaching 

that building God’s kingdom on earth is much like sowing seeds: 

(Matthew 13:3) “A farmer went out to scatter seed...” and then he tells us that, “some of the seed had a tough go 

of it...fell on hard ground...or rocky ground...or among thorns and thistles...but, behold, some of it fell on good 

soil... (like the ground around a flagpole!) ...and it produced like crazy...!” By implication He’s telling us to keep 

scattering “kingdom of God seeds...” We never know where some of them are going to land, who is going to be 

blessed, fed, loved, encouraged. Who is going to grow into something strong and beautiful with more seeds of 

their own to share and sow. 

My back hurts; my knees bother me; I have a shoulder that shouts “no!” all the time... but, if for no other reason 

than for the pure joy it gives me to watch them grow, I’ll get some seeds in the ground again this spring and I’ll feel 

a little closer to the One who pointed out to us why it’s important to keep planting. “A farmer went out to scatter 

seed.” Beloved, keep scattering those kingdom seeds! 





 

 

Sunday, May 16th │ 2:00pm - 3:30pm 

Come and join us for a fun afternoon of roller 

skating at the Numerica Skate Ribbon located 

downtown at River Park Square.  Feel free to bring 

your own skates, rollerblades, or scooter or we can 

rent them there.  

Sunday, May 23rd │ 2:00pm - 3:30pm 

The youth at Audubon Park UMC will be joining up 

with other churches, pastors, and youth leaders in 

the Spokane area for our monthly All Youth Event! 

Again, this month we will be meeting outside & in 

person.  More details to come!

 

I wanted to send a big THANK YOU for all 

the prayers, cards, and calls regarding our 

Journey to Seattle and my procedure. It was a  

big success and I am on the  road to recovery.  

I look forward to seeing you all soon.   

Deb Kraus 

 
  

Sunday, May 2  - 11:30 am 
Know anyone interested in learning more about the church or becoming a member? Share this invitation with 
them. Contact the church or see the Facebook event page for more information and the Zoom link for this event. 
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