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Our youth group usually meets at the church on
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick
for more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org

Sunday, September 10th │ 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Our youth group will be meeting downstairs in the
youth room for a fast paced evening of Ice breaker
activities and whiffle ball baseball!

Sunday, September 17th │ 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Meet us in the church parking lot as we carpool
over to Pattison’s North for a fun-filled night of
skating.

Sunday, September 24th │ 6:00pm - 7:30pm
We’ll meet at the church and then go over to Finch
Elementary for a mix of basketball games and lava
monster. Bring a water bottle… It’ll be hot!

Stay updated with what’s going on at
the church and helps you keep track of
important programs and events. The
weekly e-note includes information on
what’s happening this week at Audubon
Park Church.
To subscribe to the Weekly E-Note go to:
audubonparkumc.org/connect/weekly-e-note

Dentist Chair Music

Associate Pastor of

Congregational Care
dale@audubonparkumc.org

This is more information than you want (TMI warning!), but I have only been
“high” twice. Both times were at a dentist’s office, and both involved nitrous gas.
The first took place 30 years ago. I don’t remember why I went to the dentist, but I
will never forget two things. The first was floating up out of the chair and spinning
end to end near the top of the exam room. The second was the music. The dentist
gave me headphones and as he worked I listened to an album by Lincoln Mayorga.
I had not heard of this artist before but I loved his music; listening to those songs
was like a religious experience—rapturous and amazing. Wikipedia describes
Mayorga as: “…an American pianist, arranger, conductor and composer who has
worked in rock and roll, pop, jazz, and classical music.” The songs I heard that day
were of a jazz genre, and the music was so moving I bought the album. I still have
it, though I have to confess that it has never sounded as good as it did that day!
Today, I had one of the final procedures for a dental implant we’ve been working
on for a couple years, and again, the oral surgeon amped me up on laughing gas. I
was nicely woozy, but I stayed firmly in the chair and I hated the music. Far from
being a religious experience with amazing songs, the music, playing softly in the
background on a digital channel, was in a popular genre I have never come to
appreciate (rap), and not at all what I would think of as “dentist chair music.”
Several reflections on these experiences. Even dentist chair music has changed with
the times! After all, rap has been around for 30 years and it’s a genre of music that
speaks for a generation; it’s gritty and honest and reflective of their life. These are
folk who find themselves in a dentist’s chair, and this is their music, even if it’s not
mine. I suspect all of us have a range among all the genres of music that we
appreciate, and perhaps an even more limited subset we enjoy, and anything
outside that range is not going to thrill us, even if we are introduced to it “under
the influence!”
I hear my mother’s voice in my judgment, yelling down into my basement room
where my new Magnavox stereo cranked out great rock and roll from the Beatles
and Three Dog Night. It is perhaps a generational issue that will always exist, that
newer generations will find or create music that irritates older generations.
It is not surprising that such issues even impact the church in its worship life, as we
seek to offer worship experiences that touch people’s hearts. As we live longer (no
complaints!) the greater range of ages makes it more challenging than ever to
select every worshiper’s heart songs. It’s why we offer two different services at
Audubon Park, and as we welcome a new worship leader at the first service and a
new accompanist at the second service, we may find ourselves hearing new music,
new songs that will stretch us and invite us to new expressions of faith and
worship. At the same time, we want the new musicians to know us, to know what
our heart songs are, and we are planning ways to help them get acquainted!
I’ve discovered that while I may never enjoy rap music, I can listen to it and learn
from it…and appreciate that it is the heart music for some. And I keep finding new
music that does thrill me and bring me close to God. I hope you will, too.

“A threefold cord is not quickly broken.” – Ecclesiastes 4:12
In our lives as people of faith, there are three stories braided together: the
first strand is the story of God in Scripture, the narrative of God at work in the
world from Genesis through Revelation. The second strand is the story of Audubon Park United Methodist Church, a particular group of Christians gathered by
God to carry out the divine mission in a specific time and place. The third strand
is your story as an individual follower of Jesus. Braided together, God’s story,
Audubon’s story, and your story create a strong cord in which each strand sustains the others in faith and mission. When we can’t see how our personal stories
are woven into our church’s story and God’s story, we fall away from the community of faith. When we can’t see how our church’s story is woven into God’s story
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and our personal stories, our congregational life becomes directionless and fractious.
For two years I worked at a Hasidic Orthodox Jewish school in Pittsburgh,
PA. My students and co-workers followed ALL the laws of Moses, plus many centuries of subsequent interpretations from their particular rabbinical tradition. At

first I was struck by how my students ate only Kosher food, wore uniquely Hasidic
clothing, and did no work, not even flipping a light switch from sundown on Friday
to sundown on Saturday. Over time, however, I was struck instead, not by the
particular oddities of their way of life, but by the fact that they all, even the smallest children knew what story they were in. They didn’t go through the considera-

Join Us
For A Quick
HALLOWEEN
HULLABALOO
Planning Meeting
Sunday, Sep. 27th
at 10 a.m.
(Conference Room)

ble work of living kosher lives in 21st century Pittsburgh because they were trying
to follow all God’s rules – they did it because their threefold cord was tightly woven. They knew, deeply and intimately, how their individual lives as Jews were
braided into both the Hasidic community’s story and God’s story in Scripture.
This fall I’ll be teaching an adult Sunday school class at 10:30 entitled The
Threefold Cord in which we explore how God’s story, Audubon’s story, and our
own personal stories are woven together. This class will be a chance for us to
read Scripture together, for me to learn more about Audubon as a congregation,
and for us to contemplate what God might be calling us as individuals and as a
church to do next as we look forward to launching our second site. We start September 10th. Join us!

Then Join Us
Sunday, October 29th
4:00—6:00 p.m.
For our Annual
Halloween Hullabaloo
Party

Friday, 9/1
Going Away Part for Charlene 4:30 p.m. (Potluck)
Puzankov’s home 3103 Lane Park Rd. Mead WA
Sunday, 9/3
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Monday, 9/4 Office Closed Labor Day
Study Group 11:30 a.m. (Parlor)
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 9/5
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m. (Room 303)
Wednesday, 9/6
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m. (Room 103)
Needlework Group 10:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Supervision 5 p.m. (Parlor & D.O.)
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 9/9
Men’s Breakfast 9:00 a.m. (Parlor)
UMW District Annual Meeting Sandpoint ID 9 a.m.
Sunday, 9/10—Kick Off Sunday
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Monday, 9/11
Study Group 11:30 a.m. (Parlor)
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 9/12
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m. (Room 303)
Wednesday, 9/13
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m. (Room 103)
Needlework Group 10:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 9/16
Free Community Meal 12:00-2:00pm (Fellowship Hall)

Sunday, 9/17
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Halloween Hullabaloo Meeting 10:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Youth group 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Monday, 9/18
Art Group 9:00 a.m. (C.R.)
Study Group 11:30 a.m. (Parlor)
UMW Circle Meeting (Conference Room) 1:30 p.m.
Core Leadership Team Meeting (Parlor) 7:00 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 9/19
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m. (Room 303)
Wednesday, 9/20
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m. (Room 103)
Needlework Group 10:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Supervision 5 p.m. (Parlor & D.O.)
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, 9/21
Bell Rehearsal 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, 9/24
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional worship 10:30 a.m.
Bell Rehearsal 10:45 a.m.
Pizza With the Pastors 12:00 –2:00 p.m.
Youth Group 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Monday, 9/25
Art Group (Conference Room) 9:00 a.m.
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 a.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 9/26
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m. (Room 303)
Wednesday, 9/27
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m. (Room 103)
Needlework Group 10:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, 9/27 Cont.
Choir Rehearsal 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, 9/28
Bell Rehearsal 5:30 p.m.

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION
THANKS TO THE
WA BEEF COMMISSION
& ROSAUERS





Free Produce , nutritious perishable products and
other groceries for ALL families in need of food assistance.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! No documentation needed
Held Rain or Shine
WHEN: Thursday, September 7th 2:00-4:00 p.m.
WHERE: West Central Community Center
1603 N. Belt Street Spokane WA 99204
*Please bring a box for your food

The United Methodist Women
next meeting is September 18th,
at 1:30 in the church parlor.
We meet every 3rd Monday and invite all women
to join us for fellowship, dessert, and a program.
The BAZAAR is coming . . We hope you had a great
summer and have been busy making items for the
bazaar. (Just a reminder that we also need your used
books too.) Items can be dropped off at the church at
any time. Please contact Connie Hickman with questions—328-6910.

at Audubon Park Church

Saturday, September 16,
Noon - 2pm
All are welcome.
There is no cost for this meal.
Want to help?
Contact Kirk White (467-1850) to find out more
about serving in this vital ministry!

Audubon Park UMC is
working with Life Touch to
produce an updated
Church Directory.
Just in time for the Holidays!

We are currently looking for Usher
Subs. If you are interested in learning more about being a part of this
ministry team please contact Betty
Moos at 509-325-8677.
We will be setting up sitting
times for November. Prices
and packages will be posted
soon. Please contact Laura in
the office for more information.

Our amazing Organist/Pianist
Charlene Severns, is retiring.
Please join us as we celebrate Charlene’s many years of ministry and
service with us and bid her a very
fond farewell Sunday, September
10th, during the 10:30 am Service.
If you’d like to contribute towards a
retirement gift for Charlene, please
mark your gift with “Charlene’s Retirement Gift.”

Second Chances
STORIES OF A
RELENTLESS GOD
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