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GROW.

Lead Pastor
geoff@audubonparkumc.org
fb.com/geoffhelton

REACH.

SERVE.

RENEW.

On Memorial Day Weekend the youth attended Convo at the University of Puget
Sound. Here are some pictures of our
journey!

Our youth group usually meets at the church on
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick
for more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org

Sunday, July 16th │ 12:00pm - 1:30pm
Our youth group will be meeting downstairs in
the youth room for a fun filled afternoon of creating tie dye t-shirts! Please wear clothes you do
not mind getting dirty … Things may get messy!

Sunday, July 19th │ 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Come join us for an all church event at the ballpark as the Spokane Indians take on the SalemKeizer Volcanoes. The first 1,000 fans will receive a free baseball cap!

Sunday, July 23rd │ 12:00pm - 1:30pm
Have you ever wondered what slime is made of?
Find out as our youth enjoys an afternoon of fun,
fellowship, and of course slime!

In February, a new class of Stephen Ministers began 50 hours of training, meeting every Monday
evening and some Sunday afternoons. They practiced ministry skills and studied caring through
listening, confidentiality, healthy boundaries, and assertiveness, among many other topics. On June 25,
our church commissioned them to begin their ministry, and we ask for your continued support and
prayer. They join our active Stephen Ministers—Barbara White (Stephen Leader), Lou and Pat
Dobberstein, Ann Sundgren, Bob Kem, and Cary Andres—in walking along side any who are facing a
challenge or difficulty and would like a Stephen Minister to walk with them.

Carol Hendershot: I wanted to become a Stephen Minister because I was looking for a new and

meaningful way to serve Christ. I also wanted to deepen my own relationship with Christ— and serving
others seemed to be a natural way to do that.

Karen Peacock: About nine years ago I became a Certified Lay Minister and I am assigned to Audubon

Park. I have enjoyed occasional preaching duties for various churches around the area. I currently work with
the Northwest Ecumenical Food Bank and with Audubon School coordinating the Bite-to-Go outreach
programs. I look forward (with some trepidation) to begin working as a Stephen Minister. It has been very
good training and I think it will add another layer to my ministry.

Connie Mutton: I served for 37 years as a nurse in the neonatal intensive Care and Pediatric Intensive

Care Units. God directed me to work in these Units and I was so blessed to be able to help families though
difficult times. After retiring, I again asked God for direction. I wanted to be a Stephen Minister but felt I
didn’t have the skills or time. I prayed and God showed me that, with instruction, I could be helpful to
others. God has always been with me in “my” difficult times and with his help I can walk with others who
are going through a difficult challenge. I am blessed to serve Jesus and ask for the prayers of the
congregation to help me as I serve as a Stephen Minister.

Leslie Spitzer: I was born and raised in a loving family here in Spokane. I worked for 45 years in the dental
field. My husband, Bill and I were married for 39 years until he lost his battle with dementia. I felt God's call
to become a Stephen Minister after I went through a difficult time in my life and had a Stephen Minister help
me through. I got so much support and guidance from my Stephen Minister; I wanted to give back and be
able to help others. I took the training to help gain the skills I needed to move forward.

Hailey Swearington: I became a member of Audubon Park last year after I began playing music for the
Vespers service. I am a junior at Whitworth University where I am studying psychology, and I plan on
getting my doctorate in counseling psychology. I wanted to become a Stephen minister because I am
passionate about becoming more active at this church and helping people through tough times in life.

Judy Walker: I felt God call me to be a caregiver when a fellow nurse asked me about my breast cancer

surgery as she was facing the same surgery. When I asked who was going to care for her, she replied it would
be her son. I knew I had to step up and said I would care for her. All the time, I told her it was a “God thing.”
As I began to go through Stephen Ministry training, I realized what “50 hours” meant; God is funny that
way. I have enjoyed the fellowship and the journey with Christ and my fellow caregivers. My heart has been
filled with the Holy Spirit during this time, and I know being a Stephen Minister is what I’ve been called to
do. It is still a “God thing” for me. I’m not perfect, but I’m forgiven, and I thank God for that. I ask the
congregation to pray for me, to follow the call, and for this ministry.

Vicki Mitchell: I was born in Spokane, went to Rogers High School, and was married at Audubon Park

UMC. Since I was a girl I have helped people and most of my jobs have been working with people in need or
crisis. About 5 years ago I moved back to Audubon Park UMC and heard about the Stephen Ministry
program. My faith has grown and I believe that Jesus has called me to this ministry. I want to be His servant
and follow Him.

We welcome these new Stephen Ministers to service at Audubon Park UMC, along with one other—
our new Associate Pastor, Katy Shedlock, who also completed the training with them.

Guests will be joining us again
July 9-16.
Volunteers are needed to set up, do
laundry, stay overnight, help with meals and clean up on Sunday morning.
Please call, e-mail or sign up with Mel Gantney via phone at 509-795-6053 or e-mail
at melgantney@gmail.com. This is a wonderful opportunity to get involved and make
a difference for those who are in need and working hard to better their situation. Over
the last 20 years, Family Promise has helped over 600 volunteers help keep homeless
families together and moving towards home again, 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
and 365 days a year

In 2012, while living in Pittsburgh, PA, I received my call to ministry
in a bar. Well, more accurately, I received it among a community of
Christians who gathered in an old bar they had converted into a worship/
fellowship/art gallery/soup kitchen/theatre space. Ben and I were very
often the most conservatively dressed people in this unconventional congregation – we had no tattoos, no unusual piercings, and my hair has
never been blue or styled into spikes. Ben and I can walk into pretty
much any traditional church and look like we belong there. Not so for
many of the members of the Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community: some
Associate Pastor
were homeless, some were punk rockers, some were openly gay, some
Second Site
were in recovery, some were deaf, some were addicted, some could not
Katy@audubonparkumc.org hide mental or physical illnesses.
And yet, despite the very
unconventional look and feel of this congregation, the things we did together were quite traditional.
We sang together (old hymns, even!), prayed together, ate together, studied Scripture together, bore
one another’s burdens, and rejoiced in one another’s victories. I met amazing disciples in that old bar,
people who, for a variety of reasons, would never feel comfortable walking into a regular church.
I am honored and thrilled to be appointed to the creation of a second site of Audubon Park,
one that I hope and pray will be a sanctuary for all people, but especially those who are currently
disconnected from the joy of Christian community. I look forward to spending my first few months
exploring nearby neighborhoods and learning about the traditions and practices of Audubon that
might continue in this new site, as well as experimenting with some new ways of approaching church.
Geoff and I are committed to the challenge of finding ways that this new site can be truly new and
different as well as remaining intimately connected to the people and ministries already doing great
work at Audubon Park.
As we get started, I need your help! I’d love for you to take me on a tour of your neighborhood
or for you to tell me about the times in your life church has been most meaningful. Please pray for
the people, as yet unknown to us, who will be gathered into this new faith community. Ask God to
show us who they are and how we might reach out to them in love and friendship. It’s a great joy to
begin this adventure together!

Thank you again to all of you who have and continue to support this critical outreach to our
community! Every time Bare Necessities is open I get nothing but praise and thanks, but I could not do it
without all of you! I do want to personally thank Charlene, Joanne, and Jerry who are my faithful helpers
on Food Bank days as well.
God Bless! Sandi Nicol

Let’s Celebrate Iva Jean’s
80th Birthday
Date and Time: August 4, 2017
3:oo p.m.
Location: Silver Lake
(Parking at the Medical Lake
Middle School—Shuttle provided)
Questions? Contact Carrie
509-499-3918
No Gifts Please
at Audubon Park Church

Saturday, July 15, Noon - 2pm
All are welcome. Want to help? Contact Lou
Dobberstein (326-1736) or Kirk White (467-1850).

An Invitation

A new ministry of Audubon Park Church.

Coming Fall 2017!
We’ll share more details about this
exciting new program of our church as
they become available.

Sunday, 7/2
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Monday, 7/3
Art Class 9:00 a.m. (Conference Room)
Study Group 11:30 a.m. (Parlor)
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 7/4
Office Closed
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30 –10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, 7/5
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m. (Room 103)
Needlework Group 10:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Steps to Life 6:30 p.m. (Conference Room)
Thursday, 7/6
Strength For The Journey 6:00 p.m. (Conference Room)
Saturday, 7/8
Men’s Breakfast 9:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Sunday, 7/9
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Monday, 7/10
Study Group 11:30 a.m. (Parlor)
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 7/11
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m. (Room 303)

Wednesday, 7/12
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m. (Room 103)
Needlework Group 10:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Thursday, 7/13
Stephen Ministry Supervision 3 p.m. (Parlor & C.R.)
Friday, 7/14-15
“Mission U” to Ellensburg

Saturday, 7/15
Free Community Meal 12:00-2:00pm (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday, 7/16
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Youth group 12:00 -1:30 p.m.
Monday, 7/17
Art Class 9:00 a.m. (Conference Room)
Study Group 11:30 a.m. (Parlor)
CLT Meeting 7:00 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 7/18
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m. (Room 303)
Wednesday, 7/19
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m. (Room 103)
Needlework Group 10:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Supervision 5 p.m. (Parlor & C.R.)
Faith Night with the Indians– 6:30 p.m.
Steps to Life 6:30 p.m. (Conference Room)
Sunday, 7/23
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Youth group 12:00- 1:30 p.m.
Monday, 7/24
Study Group 11:30 a.m. (Parlor)
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 7/25
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m. (Room 303)
Wednesday, 7/26
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m. (Room 103)
Needlework Group 10:00 a.m. (Parlor)
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Steps to Life 6:30 p.m. (Conference Room)
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Thursday, 7/27
Stephen Ministry Supervision 3:00 p.m. (Parlor)
Sunday, 7/30
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional worship 10:30 a.m.
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Join us for Faith Night
with the Spokane Indians
First 1,000 people
through the gates get a
Spokane Indians hat.

Wednesday, July 19th
6:30 p.m.
Contact Laura in the Office for
Tickets 235-4541

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.

