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“I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus all around the world! Yes, we’re the church together.”
I first learned this song in Sunday School as a child. It a hymn written in 1972.
The first verse of the song goes like this:
“The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple,
the church is not a resting place, the church is a people.”
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This is the idea we’re trying to convey in our current sermon series called, “We
Are The Church Together.” We often think of the church as a building but the
reality is that while a building can be a powerful tool for ministry, a house for
our congregation, and a symbol to our community of God’s presence in our
midst, the building is still only a tool. I once heard a preacher tell his
congregation, “when the building burns down, and the preacher leaves town,
what you have left is the church.”
I love how Paul says it in I Corinthians 3:16. To the church at Corinth that had
no building, but lived in a town that had dozens of temples dedicated to
pagan gods, Paul wrote: “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s
temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?” He said people meet God
through the community, through you. The love you show for each other, the way
you care for and welcome each other, the way you treat each other and pray
for each other and encourage one another—is an essential part of being the
church.
The Greek word translated “church” in the New Testament is EKKLESIA. It was
formed from two Greek words, EK and KALEO. Ek means “from out of,” and
kaleo is the word behind our English word “call.” Ekklesia was a secular term
for an assembly of people called out from their homes to meet together for
some purpose bigger than themselves—a shared purpose.
We are not just a group who come together to “get something out of church.”
That’s a consumer model of Christianity that sees the primary purpose of the
church as to get a bit of encouragement and inspiration. Yes, you should get
that at church. But the church is more than that. It’s not a social club, it is a
community of Christ’s people seeking to become like Christ, to follow him, and
together to do his work in the world. That means that part of the mission for
those who are becoming deeply committed Christians when they show up for
weekend worship is to look around and see how they can bless others,
encourage others, minister to others. Sometimes we forget that.
It is my hope that this series will help us remember who we are as the church. I
hope you’ll join us for worship this month as we explore being the church
together.

Our youth group usually meets at the church on
Sundays from 6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick for
more info: drew@audubonparkumc.org

Sunday, June 4th │ 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Our youth group will meet in the APUMC parking
lot and carpool over to Lilac Lanes for a fun
evening of bowling and fellowship.

Congratulations to all of the members of
our youth group who were confirmed on
Sunday, May 21st. This is a huge step
forward and we appreciate all of your
hard work and decision to become members
of our church. You are an asset to our
church family and we welcome you!

Saturday, June 10th │ 12:00pm - 3:00pm
Parents and youth come join us at Drew, Heather,
Brady, & our dog Buddy’s house for a BBQ and
games as we celebrate a fun year of youth
group!
Thank you to all of the parents, helpers, staff,
confirmation mentors, men’s group, quilter’s
group, and the congregation as a whole for
always joyously supporting our youth! All of your
encouragement and support for our youth group
is truly amazing and we appreciate all that you
do to support our young people!

Ashlyn Dodson Braden Dodson Lexi Dykman
Evelyn Patel and Nicholas Strobeck were
confirmed and became members of our
church, Ashlyn Braden
Lexi were also
baptized as a part of the service.
Congratulate them and welcome them the
next time you see one of them!

Well, that’s an overstatement. Jesus accomplished amazing things during his
three years of public ministry. By the accounts of those who were there, he ran a
bustling medical practice, catered his own creative meals, led a busy social life
that included leading citizens and outcasts, and taught seekers and disciples on a
regular basis. Despite the absence of mass media, he reached and effectively
ministered to large crowds. And by the end of his ministry, he had laid the
foundation by which all the world might be reconnected with God. And yet, he
seldom seemed frazzled. What was his secret?
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STEPHEN
MINISTRY
Bear one another’s burdens,
and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ.
(Galatians 6:2)

STEPHEN MINISTRY
TRAINING CONTINUES:
“Using Mental Health
Professionals and Other
Community Resources” is
the subject the Stephen
Ministry training class will
be discussing and
exploring. They will be
discovering the many
varied resources that exist
in our community to help
meet people’s specific
needs.
We ask for your continued
prayers for those training
to become Stephen
Ministers.

I believe the source of his amazing creativity and productivity was in his time
away. Jesus withdrew regularly from the crowds with their pressing expectations
and needs in order to pray, to center his life in the Life of His heavenly Father. In
the great prayer chapter of John 17, he demonstrates the importance of taking
care of our inner life. He prays first for himself before he prays for his disciples. I
wish someone had pointed out the meaning of this text to me earlier in my life.
Jesus knew what we need to spend time focusing on: we cannot give to others
what we ourselves do not have. And if we are leaders, our inner life cannot help
but leak out into the lives of those we lead, forming the ethos of our
organizations. Whatever lurks in the hearts of leaders will sooner or later
permeate the groups we lead, for good or for ill. If we are frazzled, so will the
groups we lead be frazzled.
If you find yourself too often looking as though you’ve just stuck your finger in a
light socket, if you are frazzled, dazed and worn out, if you feel close to burn out,
ask yourself, “What would Jesus do?” I figure if the Creator of the universe
needed a Sabbath break, and if Christ himself regularly took times out, maybe,
just maybe, so do I.
So this summer, if you work, take a vacation. This summer, if you are retired and
are as busy as most of the retired people I know, it’s even more important to
take time away. Make space in your schedule for quality time with your family
every day you can, even if only for an hour, and make that time count. Don’t
neglect the worship part of Sabbath, and wherever you are on Sundays, find a
church to feed your soul. And every once in a long while, take a personal retreat,
as Jesus did, to reflect and seek God’s presence and guidance for the next stage
of your life. I believe the more we follow Christ’s example in this area, the more
time we will have to spend effectively on things that matter to the Kingdom and
to God. And I believe that as we take time away, we come back to our work with
freshness rather than frazzle, and people will see the difference in the character
of our lives. People prefer to be in the presence of joy and purpose rather than
frazzle. Where, this summer, will you be renewed?

Thank You to Led Harder for the wonderful pictures of our church family.

Laura Velonza is a Spokane native and lives with her husband of 21 years, Vince, and their three daughters; Elizabeth-May
(18), Emily-Ann (16), and Eden-Marie (12) in North Spokane.
For the past year and a half, she’s been working part-time at Fowler UMC as their Administrative Assistant. A Job she
prayed about finding and loves. She will continue at Fowler UMC 12 hours a week and will be at Audubon Park UMC 28
hours a week. She knows that working between two churches will have some challenges but she’s enthusiastic about the
opportunity.
When she’s not working, Laura enjoys traveling, spending time with her family, and their many “pets”. Among her favorites
are her 4 chickens and the family dogs, Leo- a very energetic 1-year-old, Old English Sheep Dog/Lab mix, and Mochi- a 9year-old, sleepy Shih Tzu.
While Laura is relatively new to the Methodist Church, (she and her husband grew up Catholic and for the past 20+ years
have been very active members of Life Center and North Church.) she is excited to be a part of the Audubon Park
Community and feels the best part of her job is the people she meets and the ability to grow deeper in her faith daily.

at Audubon Park Church

Saturday, June 17, Noon - 2pm
All are welcome. Want to help? Contact Lou
Dobberstein (326-1736) or Kirk White (467-1850).

A new ministry of Audubon Park Church.

Coming Fall 2017!
We’ll share more details about this
exciting new program of our church as
they become available.

Thursday, 6/1
Stephen Ministry Supervision 3:00 p.m.
Strength for the Journey Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 6/4
Christian Ed Classes 9:00 a.m.
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult Class 10:30 a.m.
Stephen Ministry Class 1:30 p.m.
Youth group 6:00 p.m.
“For I Was A Stranger” 7:00 p.m.
Monday, 6/5
Art Class (Conference Room) 9:00 a.m.
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 a.m.
Brownie Group 5:00 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Class 5:30 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 6/6
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30am-10:00 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, 6/7
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m.
Needlework Group (Parlor) 10:00 a.m.
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Steps to Life 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m.
Choir Practice and Year End BBQ 7:00 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, 6/13
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30am-10:00 a.m.
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, 6/14
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m.
Needlework Group (Parlor) 10:00 a.m.
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Steps to Life 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, 6/15
Stephen Ministry Supervision 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 6/17
Free Community Meal 12:00-2:00 p.m.
Sunday, 6/18 Father’s Day
Christian Ed Classes 9:00 a.m.
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult Class 10:30 a.m.
Youth group 6:00 p.m.
Monday, 6/19
Art Class (Conference Room) 9:00 a.m.
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 a.m.
Brownie Group 5:00 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, 6/10
Men’s Breakfast (Parlor) 9:00am

Tuesday, 6/20
Free Breakfast &Produce 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, 6/11 – Celebration Sunday
Christian Ed Classes 9:00 a.m.
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult Class 10:30 a.m.
Heather and Drew Homchick Sprinkle 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Youth group 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 6/21
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m.
Needlework Group (Parlor) 10:00 a.m.
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Steps to Life 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Monday, 6/12
Art Class (Conference Room) 9:00 a.m.
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 a.m.
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m.
Stephen’s ministry 5:30 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, 6/25-Stephens Ministry Commissioning
Christian Ed Classes 9:00 a.m.
Praise worship 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult Class 10:30 a.m.
Youth group 6:00 p.m.

Monday, 6/26
Art Class (Conference Room) 9:00 a.m.
Study Group (Parlor) 11:30 a.m.
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 6/27
Free Breakfast & Produce 8:30am-10:00 a.m.
Audubon Park Food Bank 9:30 a.m.
Quilters 9:30 a.m.
Clergy Group (parlor) 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 6/28
Overeaters Anonymous 10:00 a.m.
Needlework Group (Parlor) 10:00 a.m.
Grief Support Group 12:30-1:30 p.m.
Steps to Life 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m.
AA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, 6/29
Stephen Ministry Supervision 3:00 p.m.
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