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EASTER
Celebrate the Resurrection
At Audubon Park Church
EASTER SUNDAY—APRIL 16TH

SERVICES │ 8:30AM & 11AM
EASTER EGG HUNT │ 10:00AM
BREAKFAST │ 8:00-10:30AM
WWW.AUDUBONPARKUMC.ORG

EASTER & HOLY WEEK

-

Your VIM team will be traveling to Salt Lake
City’s UMCOR Depot in June of 2017. We will
be tak-ing School Kits and Health Kits. We are
asking the congregation’s help in gathering the
pieces of the kits beginning in March. Look for
the list of items in your March Sunday bulletins
or on the bulletin board in the parlor. There will
be a collection bin in the parlor for your items.
Monetary donations are also accepted.
Questions? Please ask your VIM team leaders,
Claudia Boswell (503-779-3896) or Leonna
Bowers (879-1335) .

WORK
DAY

at Audubon Park Church

Saturday, April 15th, Noon - 2pm
All are welcome. Want to help? Contact Lou
Dobberstein (326-1736) or Kirk White (467-1850).

at the

church

SATURDAY, APRIL 1ST — 9AM
Help us spruce up the church for our Easter
guests! We need help inside and outside the
church, so bring your rakes and gloves or
your favorite duster!
To thank you for your help lunch is on us!
We’ve got hamburgers and hot dogs ready
to go!

AUDUBON PARK CHURCH
EASTER EGG HUNT
Easter Morning at 10AM
Donations of candy are needed for our egg hunt!
Candy needs to be individually wrapped and
small enough to fit in an plastic Easter egg.
Please bring in candy by Friday, April 7th. Our
confirmation students will fill the Easter eggs at
their confirmation retreat that weekend.

Our church is exploring the exciting possibility of starting a new United
Methodist faith community here in Spokane. I hope you’ll join us for one of
three town hall meetings we’ve planned to discuss this opportunity (see dates
on the left). Our District Superintendent, Gregg Sealey, will join us on Sunday,
April 30th. He will preach and be available for questions. We will hold an allchurch meeting on Monday, May 1st to decide together if we will pursue this
opportunity. Here I want to answer some frequently asked questions we’ve
already heard.

Lead Pastor
geoff@audubonparkumc.org
fb.com/geoffhelton

A NEW PLACE
FOR NEW PEOPLE
We’ve been asked to consider
helping to form a new faith
community in the Spokane Area.
Our church is planning an allchurch meeting on Monday, May
1st to decide whether or not to
pursue this opportunity. Join us
for one of three town hall
meetings as we explore the
opportunity to help create
another United Methodist faith
community in the Spokane area.

TOWN HALL MEETINGS:
Sunday, April 2, 2017
at 11:45am
(simple lunch provided)
Monday, April 3, 2017
at 7:00pm
Wednesday, April 5
at 10:30am
For more info contact the church
office: (509) 325-4541

Why does the Conference want to split up our church?
In the past when the conference wanted to start a new church, they would ask
members of nearby churches to consider becoming the core of a new church.
While some people from Audubon Park Church might feel called to help start
this new faith community, the real goal would be for this new community to
reach un-churched people that our church currently doesn’t reach well.
Secondly, our hope is that the new faith community that emerges as a part of
this opportunity would remain a part of our church, a second site or campus
of Audubon Church. It would continue to be a partner in ministry just in
another location with it’s own unique worship style(s).
Why start a new church? Why not just grow our church?
We do plan on continuing to grow our church! We’ve seen healthy growth in
the last few years and we want to continue to connect with new people. But the
reality is that there are people we can’t reach well. We want to start
something new to reach those we can’t reach on our own.
Also, the experience of other churches tells us that churches that help start
something new like this see increased growth and health
How much is this going to cost us?
The Conference is funding this project with more than $350,000 over five
years. This will pay for the salary of the church planter, and for start up costs
for this new ministry. We may decide to help with some funds but the
conference is prepared to provide the entire cost of starting this new ministry.
Is Pastor Dale or Pastor Geoff leaving?
No! If we decide to move forward with this opportunity a third pastor will join
our staff with the specific job of getting to know our church, our community
and creating a new faith community.
I hope this answers some of your questions, my guess is that you have more
questions. Join us at one of our town hall meetings as we continue to explore
this new opportunity.

-

YOUTH AUCTION &
SPAGHETTI FEED
The youth of our church gather on Sunday mornings
for a Sunday School Class at 9AM. Our youth group
usually meets at the church on Sunday evenings from
6-7:30pm. Contact Drew Homchick, for more info:
drew@audubonparkumc.org

Come support our youth group as they
fundraise for their summer mission trip!

Sunday, April 23
6pm - 7pm

Friday, April 7th - Saturday, April 8th │
5:30pm - 10:00am
Our youth group will meet at APUMC to continue our
Confirmation studies and have a little fun. Youth
should bring a sleeping bag, pillow, change of
clothes, and toiletries.

Our youth group will be hosting a spaghetti
dinner and a silent & live auction to raise money
for their mission trip to Seattle this summer.

Sunday, April 16th │ 7:45 - 10:30 am
Our church’s youth group is excited for the
opportunity to assist with the Men’s Easter Breakfast.
A portion of donations will be used to cover the cost
to send youth to Convo this year!

The dinner and auction will be held on the main
floor of the church for easy access for members
of our congregation.

Sunday, April 23rd │ 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Come join us for a spaghetti dinner and a silent &
live auction that will be hosted by our youth. Tickets
for the dinner are $10 per person, $15 per couple,
or $20 per family. Funds will be used to send kids
on a mission trip to Seattle this summer. Thank you in
advance for all of your support!

Last month, our youth group visited Braden’s last
race of the winter season, It was full of excitement!

Tickets for the dinner will be $10 per person,
$15 per couple, or $20 per family.

Please come and enjoy a delicious dinner and
bid on some items all while supporting our
youth! Thank you in advance for all of your
support!

The first Easter was an unsettling, upsetting experience, no matter how it
may seem after two millennia. When people die, they pretty much always
stay dead. When Jesus was tortured and crucified, he was not supposed to
survive. When we bury a loved one and visit the graveyard, we expect the
tomb will still be closed, so we can carry out rituals that bring comfort and
help us endure our grief, sum-mon courage and move on.

Associate Pastor of

Congregational Care
dale@audubonparkumc.org

STEPHEN
MINISTRY
Bear one another’s burdens,
and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ.
(Galatians 6:2)

STEPHEN MINISTRY
TRAINING CONTINUES:
This week the Stephen
Ministry training class will
continue with “Assertiveness:
Relating Gently and Firmly”
part II. In this presentation
they will continue to find
out the difference between
passive, assertive, and
aggressive behavior and
gain skills that will help
both in relating with others
and in affirming their own
worth. They will be using
the book “Speaking the
Truth in Love”. There is a
copy of this book in our
library. May you keep
these ministers and this
program in your prayers.

Easter catches us off guard, as it did for the women who went at dawn to
anoint Jesus’ body in the tomb. What was not supposed to happen did!
What was impossible to imagine broke upon them! No wonder they were
amazed and afraid; many of us are afraid of the wild and unaccountable.
We prefer events and outcomes that occur in familiar patterns, in ways that
match our expectations.
When they took Jesus’ lifeless body from the cross and sealed it in a tomb,
his followers tried to ac-cept that it was over. But it wasn’t. And it never is!
Life can be stripped to the bone for us; we can be immobilized with fear
and despair; it may appear that evil has prevailed, but at the edge of the
abyss we find Another’s presence like a shaft of light in the darkness, a
second wind in our exhaustion, a trumpet call in the silence, a gentle touch in
the night. And we know it’s not the end after all and we can begin again.
New life walks in the door!
Easter transforms our perspective on life and on death. We see that eternity
begins not after death but right now. Even in the pressures of daily life, we
find earth and heaven joined. We meet God in the hard and complex
places of life. We see Jesus in and through our struggles. We experience
the “everlastingness” of love. As one recent widow wrote,
I am always astonished
when the phone rings and I hear
the voice of a friend.
I am always astonished
when I look at my children’s faces
or watch them at a distance
running, playing, yelling, laughing.

I am always astonished
at the smell of the earth after rain,
when all is fresh and new
and everything is possible.
I am always astonished
that my tears and loneliness,
my emptiness and longing do not
overwhelm me and life is unexpectedly glorious!
In this Easter season, may we at Audubon Park UMC have our eyes opened
to the unexpected—the glory of God’s love!

-

CONGREGATIONAL
NOTES
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Inland District Gathering Event
Saturday, April 29 • 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Audubon Park United Methodist Church
This year, our district gathering will be
centered around worship rather than solely
being a “training” event. Our goal is to have
clergy and lay teams inspired and equipped to
more fully BE the church through a focus
on engaging worship. In order to achieve this
goal, each clergy/lay team will work
collaboratively to formulate a sermon series +
holistic worship experience on the parables of
Jesus. We will also discuss when and how to
best implement this type of worship series.

Regular cost: $25
Lunch is included in registration costs.
Contact the church office for more info!
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