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Guest Connections Team
Do you love hosting others
in your home? Do you go
all out to make others feel
welcome? Then we’d love
to have you join our new
Guest Connections Team!
We’re creating a team that
will be focused on going
above and beyond to
welcome guests to our
church and helping them
get connected.
Are you interesting in
learning more? Join Pastor
Geoff for a quick info
meeting:
Sunday, Feb 26
at 10:00am.
Can’t make the meeting?
Email Pastor Geoff Helton
for more info:
geoff@audubonparkumc.org

I think most of us would agree that our church is a pretty welcoming place. Then
again, I’ve yet to hear of a church that doesn't believe that it is good at
welcoming. Either way, we believe that we could do better.

Hospitality is a key biblical value. Throughout the Old Testament God exhorts
the people of Israel to be welcoming, especially, to those without family or
friends to support them: widows, orphans and strangers. Jesus taught his
disciples a way of life grounded in loving others and seeking to serve them
sacrificially. Offering hospitality is key to the Christian life and is essential to
being a faithful church.

Meet our New Bishop!
February 26th 2-4PM at Spokane Valley UMC

A few months ago our church staff read an inspiring book: Be Our Guest Perfecting the Art of Customer Service. This book is was written by the people at
Disney and describes Disney’s philosophy for taking care of their
guests. Millions of people step into one of the Disney parks each year
expecting a good time, but leave completely in awe at the excellent customer
service, attention to detail, and “magic” they experience.

February Anniversaries

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky wants to meet you! She is
traveling around the Northwest and meeting United
Methodist Pastors and church members at what she
calls “Threshold Events” where we will meet and bless
one another.

In this book, the author, Theordore Kimi, says:

February Birthdays

Elaine was born in Vancouver, Washington, the fourth
of five children of Edith and Robert Woodworth. She
was baptized at First Methodist Church in Vancouver
and made her profession of faith as a youth at First
United Methodist Church in Bellevue, Washington.

“At Disney, exceeding guests’ expectations is the standard call of duty. If
you study in the Disney theme parks, you can see how that works on myriad
occasions each day. It shows up in the willingness of a restaurant hostess to
not only provide directions when you are lost but to leave her post to guide
you to your destination. It appears at the end of some late-night shopping
when the cashier takes the time to find out who you are and where you are
staying and recommends the free boat ride back to your hotel and offers a
map of the dock… If the little wows are delivered consistently and
continuously, they add up to a big WOW!”
Details matter or, in Disney’s language, “everything speaks.” It’s important to
realize that everything a guest sees or hears, every interaction they have with
the pastors, staffs and church members says something. That means that we all
have a role to play in making sure that everything our guests experience speaks
the love and grace of God.
This month, we’ll be seeking to grow our hospitality as church in two key ways.
First, Pastor Dale will be leading us in a two-week sermon series on hospitality
February 19-26. Second, we’ll be creating a Guest Connections Team
dedicated to welcoming guests and helping them get connect to our community
and ministries. Join us as we journey toward growing as a welcoming Church.

Elaine earned her BA degree summa cum laude from
the University of Puget Sound and her M.Div. degree
from Harvard Divinity School. Elaine served as pastor
at Kennydale and Crown Hill United Methodist
churches in the Seattle area. From 1990-1995 she
served as President/Director of the ecumenical Church
Council of Greater Seattle. In 1995 she began her
service as the Puget Sound District Superintendent. In
2002 she became the Director of Connectional
Ministries and Assistant to the Bishop, a position she
held until 2005 when she began her service as dean
of the cabinet and superintendent of the Seattle and
Tacoma Districts.
Bishop Elaine most recently served as the bishop of the
Mountain Sky Episcopal Area, a region consisting of
Montana, Wyoming, Utah and Colorado. In June
during a joint Annual Conference session of the
Oregon-Idaho and Pacific Northwest Conferences
Bishop Elaine will be installed as the Bishop of the
Greater Northwest Episcopal Area.

February 2017

CONFIRMATION
The youth gather on Sunday mornings for a
Sunday School Class at 9AM on Sunday
Mornings. Our youth group usually meets at the
church on Sundays from 6-7:30pm.
Contact Drew Homchick for
drew@audubonparkumc.org

more

info:

Our church is offering confirmation classes!

Sunday, February 5th │ 10:00 – 12:00 pm
Our church’s youth group will be helping raise
money/food for Family Promise by collecting
perishable food items and donations that will go
toward Family Promise and it’s mission. Please
help support our youth & church ministries! Thank
you in advance for all of your support!

Sunday, February 12th │ 5:20 – 8:00 pm
Our youth group will meet in the church parking
lot at 5:30 pm and carpool over to Pattison’s
North for a night of roller skating and fun!

Saturday Feb 25, 7pm - Sunday, Feb 26, 9am
We will meet at the church and carpool over
together to Bear Creek Lodge on Mt. Spokane for
a fun filled day of inner tubing. Please bring warm
clothes and boots! Cost = $10.

Confirmation is a program for youth (grades 6-12)
connected to our church who are interested in
learning more about the Christian faith, the United
Methodist Church and what it means to be a member
of Audubon Park Church.
Confirmation classes will meet on Sundays from
12:15—2:00pm with lunch provided. Classes will run
from February 5th through May 14th. There will also
be a confirmation retreat. Pastor Geoff Helton and
our Youth Director, Drew Homchick will serve as the
main confirmation leaders.
We need your help to make Confirmation happen!
Here are three ways you can support our youth:
1. Pray for our youth in confirmation. During
confirmation our youth will be exploring
important questions about life and faith and your
prayers and support will mean a lot!
2. Volunteer to prepare lunch for youth during
confirmation. Help by preparing a simple meal
for our youth to eat at the beginning of
confirmation. Contact Drew for more information
and to sign up for a week.
4. Serve as a Confirmation Mentor. Our youth will
each be asking an adult member of the church
(who is not a family member) to serve as their
confirmation mentor. Mentors meet 4-5 times
during confirmation to discuss faith and life using
discussion guides provided by the confirmation
leaders.
Be sure to join us as our youth are confirmed join
the church for Confirmation Sunday on May 21st !

Tubing at Mt. Spokane!!!

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT AUDUBON PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
I am devoting my column this month to Stephen Ministry, a ministry of caring
presence and support we share with many thousands of other congregations
world-wide. Developed by a Lutheran pastor, the Rev. Ken Haugk, it is a
ministry I’ve been a part of in the churches I’ve served since 1994 and have
seen successfully deployed in churches around the district and conference.

Associate Pastor of

Congregational Care
dale@audubonparkumc.org

STEPHEN
MINISTRY
Bear one another’s burdens,
and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ.
(Galatians 6:2)
You hear a lot these days
about on-the-job training.
This is training that is very
specific to the job one is
going to do. Stephen Ministry
offers in-ministry training. No
matter what kind of training
you've had before, Stephen
Ministry will teach you what
you need to know about how
to do a good job of caring
for others.
Is God calling you? Consider
serving as a Stephen
Minister. By helping others,
you will help God's kingdom
grow--and you will grow too!
Contact Pastor Dale or
Stephen Leader, Barbara
White (467-1850) to find
out more about this ministry.

VESPERS WORSHIP
SUNDAYS AT 6:00PM

The Psalmist says, “God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their
wounds.” (Psalm 147:3) One of the things I’ve learned in 40 years of
ministry is that nobody sails through life. We all have problems. All of us can
have our hearts broken. We go through tough times, and we need comfort
and encouragement. We have hidden wounds and emotional scars no one
sees, but they’re there and they hurt. There are times all of us need a
Stephen Minister, and there are times all of us, whether we’re trained or not,
whether we have the name or not, are called to serve as a Stephen Minister
for another.
In every church I’ve served, there have been people who are gifted at
caring for others—great listeners, people who can walk through the deepest
challenges with others, terrific encouragers, incredible pray-ers, people who
let Jesus shine through. We especially want those folk to consider serving as
Stephen Ministers. But all of us can have our caring skills developed and
honed. Stephen Ministry training not only prepares people to be Stephen
Ministers in the church; it imparts wisdom and practices that can benefit us in
every arena of life.
We are preparing for a new training class this spring, starting in midFebruary and ending in early June. Stephen Ministry skills will be presented
in 50 hours of class-time, and at this time Monday evenings are the
preferred time, with a few longer sessions on Sunday afternoons, but the
schedule will be shaped by those who want to participate. The class will be
taught by our Stephen Leaders (Barbara White and me). The training
materials are excellent. They cover basic caring skills, such as listening well,
as well as skills to determine if a person needs help beyond what we can
provide and thus refer to other help. One of the most important aspects of
the program is supervision, where Stephen Ministers gather to discuss our
ministry, always with confidentiality. It is important to realize that no one is
ever alone in their caring relationships, and others help provide the best
possible care within the guidelines of the program.
If you would like to be considered for Stephen Ministry training this spring,
please contact Barbara White (467-1850) or me (325-4541) for
information and an application! We want to hear from you by February 10!

Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and
you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work
with me—watch how I do it. Learn the
I won’t lay anything
heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.

— MATTHEW 11:28-30 (MSG)
What if the church gathering was a time when we came together to practice our faith rather
than just listen? Our Vespers Worship Community is exploring this question. In November and
December we spent some time re-imagining Vespers to try to create a new worship experience
that would help us to better follow Christ and practice the way of life of life that he taught.
Our worship focuses on the disciplines of the Christian life and the different practices that train
us to go out and practice what Jesus said in our everyday lives. Every week we sings songs of
faith, explore the scriptures and learn about a different discipline or practice. But we don’t
stop with learning! We actually spend time in worship practicing what we’ve learned. Every
gathering closes with communion to anchor us in the love and grave of God revealed in Christ’s
death, resurrection, and promise of return.
Through our worship we hope to immerse ourselves in God’s dream for humanity, practice the
historic disciplines that align us with His dream, and encourage one another in the way of
Christ. We seek to learn to cultivate unforced rhythms of grace by building a personal rhythm
of life that will enable us to live out Jesus’ teachings in the world.
Join us on Sunday Evenings at 6pm.

Congregational
Messages
WITH OUR SYMPATHY:

FAMILY PROMISE NEWS:
The Family Promise program has made changes to
bedding items for the families.

Become a Home Communion Server!

Inflatable mattresses are now being used as well as
queen size options available for the parents. We
have sheet sets but need blankets and quilts.
The next week we host families is April 2 - 9.

DAILY BREAD 2016 YEAR END REPORT:
Our church’s Daily Bread Ministry, one of our food
ministry programs, serves breakfast every Tuesday
morning and lunch once a month on the thirdSaturday of the month. They also give away
thousands of pounds of free produce and and also
other food we recover from local area grocery
stores.

Saturday, January 28th, 1 p.m. - 3:30
It’s time for the 4th Annual Mid-Winter Audubon
Park UMC Miniature Golf Event at the church! This
is a family event - so bring the kids, grandkids,
their friends, your friends, etc.
Golfers will need to be able to go up and down
stairs, as holes are on multiple levels in the church.

Dig out your lucky putters and plan to attend! (We
will have loaners available in adult and kid sizes).
Special golf balls are provided.
Our groundskeepers have promised new holes,
and the greens will be mowed low!
The course will be open on Saturday, January 28th,
from 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Donations to our youth
program are encouraged. Refreshments will be
available at the 19th tee.

Daily Bread partners with our other food ministry
programs: our Food Bank and Bare Necessities. It
also works with a number of community programs
including Second Harvest and Feed Spokane.
Below is some 2016 end-of-year statistics for our
Daily Bread Soup Kitchen:


We served a total of 4,333 meals at an
average cost of $.32 a meal



We also gave out 53,398 pounds of produce!



This was all done with volunteers, which donated
3,241 hours.

Thank you to all who have given to this program
with their time, efforts and funds. This is a vital
ministry of our church makes a difference in the lives
of those in need in our community. Those who serve
in this program also find their lives changed by the
experience.
Want to help? Contact Lou Dobberstein or Kirk
White to find out how you can help us serve our
community through our Daily Bread Ministry.

We regularly serve Holy Communion to our shutins—just one of our ministries of compassion and
caring at Audubon Park church!
We have a wonderful team of volunteers who take
the bread and cup, blessed in our worship service
the first Sunday of each month, and arrange to visit
a member or two in the week after to share the
Sacrament with them. It’s an extension of our worship
and community to those who still need those
connections but for reasons of health and mobility
cannot be present in church.
As the numbers of shut-ins has increased this year,
more willing volunteers are needed to take on this
ministry! Pastor Dale will be offering a training
session exploring the meaning of the Sacrament and
the means by which we do this ministry. The training,
for those who are already on the team and for those
who would like to join, will be Thursday afternoon,
February 9, at 3:30 p.m.
If you can join us for the training (or if you would
like more information about the ministry) please call
Pastor Dale or the church office (325-4541), or the
leader of our Home Communion Team, Olga Trunce
(327-1077).

Our love and sympathy are with Marty and Tammy
Swager, on the death of their son, Gunnar. A
memorial service led by Pastor Geoff & Pastor Dale
was held at the church on January 14th.
OFFICE HOURS:
Our office manager Jan Cooper is on vacation until
February 13th. While she is gone, Retta Nickell will
take her place in the office. The office hours will be
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. The
office will be closed on Fridays.
PARKING ISSUES:
Especially with the harsh winter we’re having, take
extra care where you park around the church.
Please watch for neighbor’s driveways, sidewalks to
houses and fire hydrants. Tickets are being issued
for parking improperly.

St. Lucy’s Breakfast
A Fundraiser to Benefit Shalom Ministries
Saturday, February 25 , 2017 at 9:00 a.m.
Rockwood Event Center (in The Summit)
2903 E. 25th Ave, Spokane, WA 99223
Shalom is a not-for-profit ministry of the United
Methodist Church located in downtown Spokane
dedicated to providing wholesome meals and other
services to the poor and homeless people within our
community. Shalom serves more than 4000 meals a
month to those in need. Pastor Dale Cockrum
currently service as the chairperson of Shalom
Ministries’ Board of Directors.
For more information about Shalom Ministries go to
their website: www.shalommeal.org
Please contact Deidre for reservations or info:
healingpen@comcast.net or (509) 710-0204

