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OPENING A  
WINDOW ON 
HEAVEN 
SPR Gears Up for Arts & Writing 
Summer Camp 
 
SPR will host a four-day summer 
camp this June 18-21 for students in 
4-8th grade centered around the 
story of John the Baptist.  We are 
pleased to welcome two special-
ists in children’s writing and art.  
Kate Vogl is a Twin Cities author 
who teaches children’s writing at 
the Loft in Minneapolis, and Sister 
Michelle Walka is an ELCA deacon-
ess from North Dakota whose min-
istry “Beloved Art and Practice” 
joins sacred stories to expressions 
of the visual arts. We will begin 
with a visit to the Minneapolis Institute of Art to 
learn about how sacred stories are presented and 
depicted, and the remainder of the week we will 
study the structure of the story of John the Baptist 
while engaging the themes of the story in our own 
creative writing.    Finally, each camper will write 
(paint) their own icon with Sr. Michelle that will be 
displayed on Sunday, June 24, telling the story 
anew in their own way. 
 “Opening a Window on Heaven” is a great 
opportunity for some summer writing, art-making, 
and some thinking about the stories into which 
God invites us (including our own).  It is open to 
anyone (not just members of SPR) in grades 4-8.  
Cost is $150 for M-Thursday, June 18-21; we run 
from 12:00 noon until 3:30 p.m., and begin every 

CONFIRMATION 
IS MAY 20 
Please join us as SPR’s confirmands affirm the 

promises made to them in their 
baptism. 
 
Three of our SPR young people will 
affirm the promises made to them 
in their baptism on the Day of Pen-
tecost, Sunday May 20; we hope 
that you will join us as we gather 
with them to mark this step in their 
journey of faith and transition to 
the next phase of their baptismal 
calling.  We are particularly grateful 
to Eric Beckman who has served as 
our Confirmation guide this year, as 
well as to Pam Peyton who has 
helped this class in years past.  We 
are excited for what the future 

holds for these young folk, and look forward to cel-
ebrating with them! 

 
The Day of Pentecost is 

Sunday, May 20 
 

Please wear red in  
remembrance of the  

coming of the Holy Spirit! 



 

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING, several vol-

unteers from SPR meet at 7.45 a.m. at the Trader 
Joe’s on Lexington and Randolph to load up food 
that is then taken to the Hallie Q Brown foodshelf 
and stocked.  Volunteers from 
this parish gather to make this 
possible for those in our commu-
nity who live in hunger.  At exact-
ly the same time, other members 
of our community are gathering 
quietly in the West Transept to 
begin the 8:00 a.m. liturgy and to 
pray.   
 These things are not unre-
lated.  Prayer and service go hand
-in-hand, and without doubt, one 
supports the other.  Sometimes, 
there can be a temptation to sep-
arate the two into a hierarchy of 
virtue.  Prayer—so such thinking 
goes—does little to change the 
world; it is action that is required 
and has real impact!  But that is 
neither true nor wise.  Prayer in-
forms service, and service grows 
out of contemplation on the Gos-
pel.  Both are necessary to the 
Christian life of faith, and both 
must be in dialog with one anoth-
er if a deeper connection to both 
God and the world is to be more fully realized. 
 Our Trader Joe’s ministry may be something 
of which you are unaware.  For many years this has 
been headed up by our own Jackie Kennedy, and it 
occurs so quietly and unassumingly, that you may 
not even know that it goes on—like clockwork—
every Sunday.  Jackie has done an amazing job 
overseeing this work, and it makes a real difference 
in our community.  Many of the outreach ministries 
in which SPR engages are reminders of the words 
of Jeremiah: “Seek the welfare of the city to which 
I have sent you” (Jer. 29:7).  
 Like “The Sheridan Story” which has taken 
off, Trader Joe’s deals with hunger in our communi-
ty.  I have written to you before that this is a moral 
scandal, but it is also one that we can—in partner-
ship with other organizations—address in concrete 
ways, both on policy levels (through organizations 
like ISAIAH), and “on the ground” to meet immedi-

ate needs.  Like Prayer and Action, both aspects 
(big picture and small picture) are essential parts of 
the life of faith, and ways in which members and 
friends of SPR can make a real difference. 

 As we have searched for 
organizations with which to part-
ner, both Hallie Q Brown and The 
Sheridan Story allow members to 
“plug and play.”  That is, each re-
quires a fairly concise time com-
mitment to—at the same time—
enact an effective impact.  This 
shows, I think, that it is simply 
more efficient when organiza-
tions partner together rather 
than go it alone.   
 I invite you to help with 
this work, particularly our Trader 
Joe’s work.  We are always look-
ing for more volunteers to help, 
and the time commitment is ra-
ther low: SPR members meet at 
Trader Joe’s at 7.45 and are fin-
ished by 9 a.m. (just in time to get 
to the Adult Forum!).   Several of 
our High School and Confirmation 
youth help with this, and anyone 
can help as long as you can stand 
up and put things on a shelf.  
Much of the food that is stocked 

disappears quickly; sometimes, gone by Monday 
afternoon, illustrating again the very real need that 
many in our community face. 
 In these days of political uncertainty, cyni-
cism, and division, I urge you to do some thinking 
about how you can “seek the good of the city” into 
which you have been sent.  Do good where you 
are. By building strong communities, people are 
able to make them resilient; that is, they are able to 
build them with strength so that they are able to 
protect the most vulnerable among us and live out 
the values of the Gospel in our everyday lives. 
 Last, pray.  Seriously...you should pray.  And 
when you do, you may wish to do your level best to 
clear your mind of all the things that you want or 
even need, and simply sit with God in a way that 
allows God to speak to you.  God will not always 
speak, but if you “listen with the ear of your 
heart,” you may be surprised as to the peace (not 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Prayer informs  
service and service 

grows out of  
contemplation of 
the Gospel.  Both 

are necessary to the 
Christian life of 

faith.” 
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SPR MEN OF FAITH Thursday May 3, 7:00 

p.m. , Episcopal Church Homes, 1806 University 
Ave. You are invited to join us for this gathering of 
casual fellowship and discussion. Our numbers are 
increasing and we invite you to share this time 
among good friends. For more info check with Lee 
Snook or Jim McGowan.   
 
AMERICAN SWEDISH INSTITUTE 
MEN’S CHOIR CONCERT,  Saturday May 

5 + 7:00 p.m.  Come and hear this Male Chorus sing 
at St. Paul-Reformation.  More info to follow. 
  
 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF JULECY BITRUS’ 
GRADUATION + For the past several years, 

SPR has supported Dr. Ibrahim Bitrus and his wife, 
Julecy.  Julecy has completed her Bachelor’s de-
gree at Metropolitan State University, and now it is 
time to celebrate!  Please join us on Sunday, May 6 
after the 10.30 liturgy as we toast her accomplish-
ment!  Later this summer, the Bitrus family will re-
turn to Nigeria, and this celebration has a dual pur-
pose: to celebrate Julecy’s accomplishment and to 
wish them farewell as they embark on the next 
part of their journey! 
   

QUILTING BEE for Charity Sat-
urday, May 12, 9:00 a.m. You can sew, 
arrange blocks, iron, tie layers togeth-
er, cut fabric! Work on your own pro-
jects. Join in on the fun!  Bring a snack 

to share. Coffee provided. Contact Gwen Peyton 
Jackson at gwennpjackson@aol.com.  
 
SUMMER SCHEDULE starts on 
Sunday May 27 with one Holy Com-
munion Service at 9:30 a.m. 
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always answers) that you find.  If nothing more, 
simply sitting in prayer gives us a rest from the anx-
ieties of our lives, a break from the worry of the 
world.   
 We are in search of some additional volun-
teers for our Trader Joe’s work; you don’t have to 
do it every week, and—as I said above—it is fairly 
short work that is easily done.  Don’t dither around 
about it; help!  It is always true that those who give 
get more in return, and perhaps the gifts with 
which God will bless you in such work may be just 
the answer, or peace, that your prayers seek.  
“Seek the good of the city…”  These are wise 
words, and ones that you have the opportunity to 
live.  Take the opportunity!  There are those who 
are, quite literally, hungry for it. 
 

Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck 
Senior Pastor, St. Paul-Reformation 
 

You Can Become A Trader Joe’s Volunteer: 
You can sign up to help!  We meet at 7.45 a.m. eve-
ry Sunday (but you don’t have to help every 
week…) at Trader Joe’s on Lexington/Randolph, 
load up food that has been donated, and take it to 
the Hallie Q. Brown Center.  We are done by 9 a.m.  
To volunteer once, or more than once, contact 
Mike Banks or Jackie Kennedy at ???. 

 

THE ASCENSION OF  
THE LORD 

 

THURSDAY, MAY 10 at  
7:00 p.m. 

West Transept 
 

Join us as we celebrate Jesus’  
Ascension, forty days after his resurrec-

tion.  As has become a tradition,  
we will launch  

balloons into the rafters at the reading  
of the Gospel.   
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THE PARISH COUNCIL did not meet dur-

ing April, but continues to work on several items 
that are worthy of status-update mentions: 
 Negotiations are almost finished with “The 

Singers” who will take up their new office suite 
in the former Hallie Q. Brown space on April 27; 

 The Capital Campaign building committee re-
ports that Phase I of our building updates are 
almost completed.  This includes the Youth 
Room, Large Classroom, bathroom, new LED 
lights in the Lower Auditorium, removal of the 
washing machine in the kitchen, and the reno-
vation/installation of the new narthex-level 
bathrooms. 

 The next phase of our work begins in June with 
the replacement/renovation of the elevator, 
and the sanctuary walls/painting/repair; 

 Work continues in our transition to new ac-
counting software, and cleaning up discrepan-
cies between the old system 
and the new; 

 Attendance was higher than 
last year over Hoy Week and 
Easter; we are most thankful 
for all who worked to help us 
celebrate these holy days; 

 SPR has made its matching 
sanctuary funds goal of 
$13,000.00.  Matched, this 
gives us a total of $26,000.00 
to help with managing the 

Members of the ELCA Dea-
coness Community gather 
to consecrate our Cantor 
(left), Sr. Stacie Lightner in 
March.  Above, Bishop Ter-
ry Brandt (Eastern North 
Dakota Synod) served “in 
absentia” for Bishop Lull to 
perform the consecration.  
Above right, many gath-
ered for our Palm Sunday 
Youth Breakfast which 
raised about $1400 for 
youth programs.  On Easter 
Sunday (right), SPR was 
happy to welcome Alma 
Isabeau Maki into the Body 
of Christ! 

Members of SPR’s Quilting Group gather once a month to make quilts 
that are sent to those in need through the work of Lutheran World 
Relief.  If you can tie a knot, you can join in the fun...and new members 
to this group are always welcome!  Come and join us! 
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day with lunch.   
 Scholarships are available for members of 
SPR who need some assistance by e-mailing Sr. Sta-
cie (music@stpaulref.org); we want as many kids 
to participate as want to come. 
 Ready to sign up?  We are limited to twenty 
campers, so register now by emailing Sr. Stacie 
Lightner.  She will get you all registered and set up 
for this exciting time of learning, writing, and artis-
tic expression! 
Where: St. Paul-Reformation 
Who:  SPR youth, 4th-8th grade 
When:  June 18-21, Time, TBD 
Cost:  $175/child, scholarships available 
Register: Contact Sister Stacie:  
  music@stpaulref.org 

Kate Vogl (above, right) leads our writing and storytelling, and Sr. 
Michelle Walka (above, left) will help us to write icons. 

MATCHING FUNDS FOR  
SANCTUARY— UPDATE! 
Through YOUR generosity and others in our com-
munity, St. Paul-Ref. has reached the goal of the 
matching challenge of up to $13,000.00 (for a 
hoped-for total of $26,000.00) to help fund our 
budget as we support our sanctuary family.  While 
the Matching Challenge has closed you may still 
donation using the envelopes in the narthex or do-
nate online at www.stpauref.org and following the 
link to our donation page. 
 
SYNOD ASSEMBLY will take place May 18-19 
at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi.  
Please look for a report in the June  Spectrum.  
SPR’s Vo ng Members are Jon Moe and Doris Ikier. 

In April, fourteen of SPR’s youth joined forces with the youth 
from Christ on Capitol Hill to pack meals for Feed My Starving 
Children.  Through their efforts, enough meals were packed to 
feed fifty-seven children for a year.  Faith in action! 

WELCOMING CHILDREN IN  
WORSHIP 
Helpful Reminders for a Community that  
Values its Children 
We are thankful at SPR that we have so many chil-
dren in worship, and are grateful to the many parents 
who make this happen each week.  This is not easy 
work, and there are ways that you can help parents 
as they live out the promises that they made in bap-
tism.  In our next issue of the Spectrum you will be 
hearing more about this.  However, in the meantime, 
please remember: children are an essential part of this 
community as are their parents.  If you see a parent 
struggling on Sunday morning...help.  If you experi-
ence a rambunctious or loud child...pray a prayer of 
thanksgiving to God for the newness of life.  If you find 
yourself challenged to do these things...remember 
that Jesus welcomed the little children, and that 
many, many parishes do not have any children at all.  
If we truly are to live into our welcome for all, then 
that includes children, too!  Welcome, little ones! 
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Consecration 

Dear SPR friends, 
 
What a joy to share with you my consecra-
tion day on March 18! The gathered Dea-
coness Assembly appreciated your hospi-
tality as we descended upon 100 N. Oxford 
Street. It was a lovely celebration for me 
and for all the deaconesses. Thank you for 
your prayers and kindness! 
      

  Sister Stacie 

Members of SPR and Christ-Capitol Hill gathered to help pack meals for Feed My Starving Children in Eagan. A fine-looking crowd, 
and work well-done!  Other service-projects for youth and family are in the works...stay tuned! 

Youth Service Project:  Eggrolls for KICKS 
KICKS: A Collaborative Summer Day-Camp 
Our friends at Christ on Capitol Hill have invited us to join 
them for KICKS, a summer day-camp for kids going into 1st-
8th grade. Each day will include Bible stories, learning, 
games, and a field trip, all focused around the theme of food, 
hunger, and God’s abundance. There are opportunities for all 
ages to be involved! Kids can join the fun; there are paid 
counselor positions for youth 9th grade and up; and many 
adult volunteers are needed. Brochures with registration 
forms are available in the narthex. to apply to be a counselor 
or volunteer, contact Vicar Bethany at vicarbetha-
ny@gmail.com or 651-222-3619.  
 
Support KICKS – Eat Well! Egg Roll Fundraiser May 5 and 6 
Our church is supporting KICKS (a collaborative summer day-
camp for kids) in the tastiest way possible--with egg rolls! On 
Saturday, May 5, we’re invited to learn how to make tradi-
tional Cambodian egg rolls from members of Christ (9:00-
1:00 at Christ on Capitol Hill; lunch included). On Sunday, May 
6, we’ll bring back egg rolls to sell here at church. This service 
project is encouraged for confirma on students, but anyone is 
welcome to help out. Contact Sister Stacie for more infor-
ma on. 
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MAY LITURGY   
VOLUNTEERS AT 10:30 A.M. 

Ministry Scheduler Pro has scheduled liturgy volun-
teers; please see below as to when you are scheduled  

 
May 6 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Bonnie Olson, Margaret Schuster, asst. ministers 
Mike Banks ,cantor  
Mark Sandberg, Jim McGowan,lectors 
Kristen Damberg, Cheri Gohr, Tim Iverson,  
Brian Olson, greeters/ushers 
Tunary Bitrus, acolyte 
Sandy Iverson, communion assistant 
John Johnson, coffee/treats hospitality 
 
May 13 Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Andrés Albertsen, Aaron Brown, assisting ministers 
Kaj Reinholdt,cantor  
Sunday School Students, lectors 
Anne and Jim Halgerson,  
Gary and Deanna Sande , greeters/ushers 
Carlos Ramirez, acolyte 
Diane Hushman, communion assistant 
Marilyn & Duane Salness, coffee/treats hospitality 
 
May 20 The Day of Pentecost 
Dorcas Adedigba, Aaron Brown ,assisting ministers 
Linda Dahlen, cantor  
Tony Hedlund, Kristen Damberg, lectors 
Chuck Aase, TBD, greeters/ushers 
Jose Daniel Batres Pearson, Analagia Batres Pear-
son, Ruby Beckman, Abby Hanson, acolytes 
Tim Iverson, communion assistant 
Deanna Sande, Alice Swan, coffee/treats hospitality 
 
May 27 The Holy Trinity—9:30 a.m. only 
Beginning of Summer Service time 
Bonnie Olson, Ryan Muralt, assisting ministers 
Mike Banks, cantor  
Ted Johnson, Peter Huckfeldt, lectors 
Tony Hedlund, Tamika Ramirez, Lee Stupica, Tom 
Webb, greeters/ushers 
Max Rouillard-Horne, Nadia Ramirez, Alton Proc-
tor, acolyte 
Bonnie Olson, communion assistant 
Tamika Ramirez, coffee/treats hospitality 
 
 

MAY ADULT FORUMS 
Every Sunday at 9.10 a.m. in Tidemann Hall 

Lutheran Commitments to Chil-
dren and Youth: Wisdom for 
Families, Congregations, and 
faith-Based Organizations To-
day, Dr. Marcia Bunge, Gusta-
vus Adolphus College + Marcia 
Bunge is the Bernhardson Dis-
tinguished Chair of Lutheran 

Studies at Gustavus Adolphus Col-
lege, and has done significant work in examining the 
history, implications, and call of the Lutheran Refor-
mation on children and families.  In honor of the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation, it is time to examine 
these roots again, as well as the reformers who pro-
moted education, faith formation, and child protec-
tion.  How might we take a cue from them today? 

 
Safe Spaces Require Diligence: 
The Blessedness of Boundaries, 
Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck and 
Deanna Sande + Churches 
must be safe places for chil-
dren and youth, and SPR has 
policies in place to make that 
happen.  It is true, however, 

that it takes a village to raise a 
child, and each member of this community is called to 
be the eyes and ears of the whole so that we can keep 
children and vulnerable adults safe.  Pastor is joined by 
Deanna Sande, who conducts our parish background 
checks for this refresher course on looking, listening, 
and helping in this work. 

 
Family Drama: Understanding 
Family Structure and Expecta-
tions in the Roman Empire of 
Jesus’ Day, Dr. Beth Severy-
Hoven, Macalester College + 
Beth Severy-Hoven is a Roman 
Historian who has studied gen-
der, sexuality, and the family in 

the first-century Roman Empire.  
What would have been the prevailing understanding 
of the family unit at the time of Jesus, and what did 
that mean for his ministry and, particularly, how Chris-
tianity spread through Paul’s travels? 

5.20 

5.6 

5.13 



 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neigbor-

hood Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate help 
to those in need.   When you are out shopping , please consider 
buying an extra grocery, gas or store card  to drop in the offer-
ing plate on Sunday. 

 
As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, we will receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the 
month. You are welcome to contribute to this fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on 
the usher’s table in the narthex or the Givelify app. Every little bit helps! 

 

Good Samaritan 
Fund Progress 
Balance: $ 542 

 ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS TO DATE: $ 223 
“Your generous gifts make it possible for ELCA World Hunger to work with churches and com-
munities as they identify and tailor solutions to  hunger and poverty, including multi-year pro-
jects in water, micro-loans, livestock, health, agriculture, advocacy and more. Together in an ex-
citing and challenging time we are doing what none of us can done alone.  As the ELCA, we are 
accompanying, providing and encouraging until all are fed. Rev. Daniel Rift, Director 

 
HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS: $ 874 
FEEDING OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS - Spring is here! but the continued! winter weath-
er and heating bills  have stretched tight family budgets.  Our neighbors are looking to 
stock their pantries with dinner items: rice, pasta, pasta sauces, beans, canned fruits 
and vegetables, stews and soups, spices, tuna and other canned meats.  Both the Hal-
lie Q Brown Food Shelf and the St. Paul-Ref Good Samaritan Fund continue to an in-
crease of requests for food assistance.   
Please consider one of the following: 
* buy extra dinner items and bring to SPR and place in the food basket  
* buy a grocery card and place in either the food or offering basket 
*contribute to the SPR Good Samaritan Fund. 

PRAYERS  + Please remember in your prayers all 

those sick in mind, body, or spirit:  especially  Jackie 
Kennedy, George Staples, Kay Bonzcek, Doug Mer-
chant, Kaj Reinholdt, Susie Adams, Lee Snook, 
Randy Beard, Dick Kennedy, Shirley Heyer, Tony 
Hedlund, Synovia Colbert, Anna Swenson-Seleen, 
Fern Mackey, Denine Harrell, and Louise Benson; 
those who are homebound: Gertie Jochum and Eve-
lyn Stampley.  
 

C O N N E C T I O N S  8

The Sheridan Story is off to a great success, and we 
have been asked by the St. Paul Public Schools to 
expand our reach to help out at Maxfield Elemen-
tary School in addition to our work at J. J. Hill 
(which will continue).  This is easy, quick work, and 
we are good on volunteer staffing between now 
and the end of the school year, but can always use 
some additional volunteers to fill in as substitutes.  
This spring was a “dry run” for SPR, and has been 
greatly successful; we will swing into high gear 
again next fall.  This work is funded by SPR through 
our budget, but you can make a special donation.  
Please contact the Pastor to find out how! 



 

BIRTHDAYS 
01 Kato HillGiven 
04 Paige Johnson 
06 Tom Duke 
07 Mary Chilvers, William Puroway 
08 Dawn Puroway 
10 Mikko Matala 
12 David Fuerst 
15 Jane Hagedorn, Katie McKee 
17 Bonnie Olson 
21 Janice Erickson, Marilyn Heiple 
22 Emily Brennan, Mark Hollabaugh,  
 Ian Matenaer, Kenyatta Peyton 
24 Marilyn Harder 
26 Linda Dahlen 
29 Jacob Zlimen 
30 Pat Graham, Doris Ikier 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 24 Tim and Diane Brennan 
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BIBLE MATTERS   
Because the Bible does 
matter, you are invited to 
engage the Book of Faith 
with the Bible Matters 
Group. Use these  lection-
ary readings for each week at home and join an 
engaging group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00 
a.m. at church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck.   
 
Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 6 
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 
 
Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 13 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13;  
John 17:6-19 
 
The Day of Pentecost, May 20 
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104; Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-
27; 16:4-15 
 
The Holy Trinity, May 27 
Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17 

SPR hosted a full-house at the 10.30 a.m. liturgy on Easter Sun-
day, and 2018’s attendance during Holy Week and Easter ex-
ceeded that of the year before.  Here, children gather for the 
Easter Sunday Children’s sermon. 

EL SALVADOR TRIP: 
STARTING TO TAKE 
SHAPE 
Aiming for the Third Week  
In October 
Plans are starting to take 
shape for SPR’s next service 
trip to El Salvador, October 
12-19 (tentatively).  We do 
have some limited scholar-
ships available, and we are 
hopeful that we can gather a 
good group to go.  This trip 
is primarily for adults, not 
children or youth.  If you have not been to visit our 
sister-parish there (Christ the Liberator Lutheran 
Church and its Pastor, Pr. Conchi), this is a life-
changing experience.  If you would like more infor-
mation or to sign up, you may contact Sandy or Tim 
Iverson at sandraliverson@gmail.com, or  651-238-
7724. 

SPR member Jean Milton 
with one of the members 
of SPR’s sister-parish in  
El Salvador! 
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SUMMER  
LYCEUM SERIES  
SUMMER LYCEUM  
SERIES: PAUL and  
IMMIGRATION: 
Wednesday evenings in 
June and July  
Members of SPR are invited to gather for our Sum-
mer Lyceum learning series, which is now in its 
third year.  We have two opportunities for you to 
learn in these summer months, and also a brief mid
-week service of contemplative prayer that pre-
cedes our time together: 
 

Wednesdays During June (6, 13, 20, 27) 
at 7:00 p.m. + In Search of Paul: How 
Jesus’ Apostle Opposed Rome’s Empire 
with God’s Kingdom by John Dominic 
Crossan + John Dominic Crossan, the 
eminent historical Jesus scholar, and 
Jonathan L. Reed, an expert in biblical 
archaeology, reveal through archaeology and tex-
tual scholarship that Paul, like Jesus, focused on 
championing the Kingdom of God––a realm of jus-
tice and equality––against the dominant, worldly 
powers of the Roman empire.  
 

Wednesdays During July (4, 11, 18, 
25) at 7:00 p.m. + Just Immigration: 
American Policy in Christian Perspec-
tive by Mark R. Amstuz + Few issues 
are as complex and controversial as 
immigration in the United States. 
The only thing anyone seems to 
agree on is that the system is bro-
ken. Mark Amstutz offers a succinct overview and 
assessment of current immigration policy and ar-
gues for an approach to the complex immigration 
debate that is solidly grounded in Christian political 
thought. 
 

Contemplative Prayer will precede each session 
from 6:00-6:45 in the West Transept.  This is pri-
marily silent, and each week we will focus on one 
particular concern going on in the world.  If you 
have not experienced Contemplative Prayer, not to 
worry!  Come as you are! 
 

Books are $20.00 each and will be available starting 
Sunday, May 6 in the narthex, or you can reserve 
one by e-mailing the office at office@stpaulref.org. 

SUMMER EVENTS 
Learning For All Ages! 

 
TWO THEATRE CAMPS at SPR 
We welcome back Sarah Cromer Kiani and the Tir-
Na-Nog Irish Theatre for kids entering 2nd to 8th 
grade. Cost $235 or  $188 for SPR members. 
July 16 –20: Session 1 Stars Wars Chronicles   
August 6-10: Session 2 Ossian in the Land of Youth 
 An Irish Tale 
 
Campers will create scripts, sets, costumes, and 
characters in the play building model.  Max enroll-
ment is 20.  Performances on 7/20 and 8/3 at SPR 
and on the weekend of 8/11  at the MN Irish Fair. 
Contact Sarah Cromer at 319-610-5711 or 
Sarah@hopetreecounselingservices.com.  Camp 
Registration form available from SPR Office. 

  
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING + SPR will 

send a small but mighty delegation to the ELCA 
Youth Gathering in Houston along with about 50 
other youth from the St. Paul-Area Synod.  Our 
Youth Breakfast will go to support this work, and 
we are excited to join with thousands of other Lu-
theran young people from around the country in 
service and learning.  Stay tuned for an update! 

 
ANNUAL SERVICE AND PICNIC: 
Sunday July 22 will be the celebration of the 135th 
anniversary of this faith community.  The Liturgy 
and potluck picnic will be at the Como Park Picnic 
Pavilion.  Mark your calendars! 

 
BANDORAMA! is 

Sunday, May 13, i.e. Band 
Day at SPR! All instru-
mentalists (strings, 
woodwind, brass, and 
percussion) of any age 
and skill level are invited 

to bring their instruments and make music at the 
10:30 liturgy. We will rehearse on Saturday, May 12 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Please RSVP to Sister Stacie 
by May 6 so she can prepare a part for you.  

Lyceum 
SUMMER LEARNING AT ST.  

PAUL-REFORMATION 



Santa
Claus

❆ Real Beard ❆
❆ Twinkling Eyes ❆
❆ Affordable Rates ❆

Leo Treadway
651-646-7717
let@mtn.org

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to
support your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin,
please contact J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the
church bulletin and create strong connections with your target
audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

WHY 
ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.566.6170

Aaron Brown 
REALTOR®

WWee  SSeellll  MMoorree……
BBeeccaauussee  WWee  DDoo  MMoorree!!

Call/Text:
(612) 616-0733
Email:
aaron@aaronbrownhomes.com

1002466 St Paul Reformation Lutheran C www.jspaluch.com                                                       ForAds: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.566.6170

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

St. Paul Automotive
Complete Care For Every Make & Model

• BBB & Angie’s List

• Customer Lounge & Wi-Fi

• 24 Point Inspection

• 24 Mo./24000 Mi. Warranty

• Courtesy Rides Available

• Family Owned

651-298-0956
910 Randolph Ave. St. Paul



 

NON PROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
TWIN CITIES MN 
PERMIT No. 517 

The Spectrum Monthly Newsletter 
St Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
100 Oxford St N  
St. Paul, MN 55104 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Opening a Window  
On Heaven 

Summer Arts and Writing Camp at  
St. Paul-Reformation—Writing and  

presenting the story of John the Baptist in  
Words and image. 

 

June 18-21 at St. Paul-Ref. 
 

Cost: $175.00, scholarships available to 
SPR families. 
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