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The Spectrum items, arti-
cles and columns need to 
be to the Parish Office by 
the 12th of the month pre-
ceding publication.  The 
Spectrum goes to the print-
er on the 15th of the 
month, and this date is 
hard and fast.  Articles 
received after the 12th may 
or may not be included in 
the newsletter.   

 

 The Newsletter of      St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
The Spectrum 
ASCENSION 
DAY  
Thursday May 30, 7:00 p.m.  
Join us as we celebrate Jesus’ Ascen-
sion—the most important non-Sunday 
that the Church forgot!  Children are in-
vited and will receive balloons to launch 
(into the Church rafters), and special mu-
sic will adorn this fortieth day of Easter.  
It’s a big deal...join us! 
 
THE NORWEGIAN GLEE CLUB presents a special spring concert, Sun-

day, May 5, 3:00 pm at St. Paul Reformation Lutheran Church. Joining in the con-
cert will be 7 Gifts, a Women’s Chorus and the Main Street String Quartet. A free 
will offering will be collected and following the concert refreshments will be 
served.  Featured will be a new arrangement of Henry Mancini’s song 
“Sometimes” as well as early American hymn tunes and new arrangements of 
Norwegian songs. Info:  Carstonian66@gmail.com  or 651-291-8639 or on the Glee 
Club website  www.norwegiangleeclub.com. 
   
YARD-O-RAMA, a time to plant plants and do some 

grounds clean-up will happen on Saturday, Saturday May 18, 
10:00 a.m.  Bring your garden gloves and be ready to get your 
hands dirty.  Coffee will be...plenteous! 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL KITE FLYING, SUNDAY  MAY 19,  is an inter-
generational activity at the field across the street to celebrate the Sunday School 
year and to remember the Holy Spirit coming and to celebrate a wonderful year; 
there will also be bubbles, sidewalk chalk etc.  
 
TWIN CITIES GIRL’S CHOIR CONCERT on 

Sunday, May 19, 3:00 p.m. Childhood Playlist, the Soundtrack 
of Our Lives -Join the Twin Cities Girls’ Choir as they sing the 
songs of childhood!  As we grow up, lullabies, folk songs, and 
pop tunes create the soundtrack of our formative years.  En-
joy some warm fuzzies as we reminisce together, sharing fam-
ily and cultural musical traditions.  Celebrating the Music that 
Shapes Us!  Tickets are $15 for Adults and $5 for Students, Pay 
what you can available at the door. 

Off he goes...into the wild blue yonder! 



 

FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS, artisans 

from St. Paul Fabricating and Decorating (a firm of 
liturgical artists) have been working on SPR’s new 
baptismal font.  A few weeks ago, one of our little 
ones stopped me after Church and said, 
“Pastor, when is the big one coming?”  
Meaning...the new baptismal font.  
Clearly, somewhere along the line, he 
had been listening and understood that 
something big and important was on its 
way. 
 As part of this work, the 
designers from St. Paul Fabricat-
ing looked at historical early 
Christian fonts, many of which 
were often eight-sided or con-
structed in the shape of a cross.  
The new font will incorporate the 
old eight-sided (octagon) font 
into it, and the new, larger font of 
which it will be a part mimics this 
octagon shape. 
 In the early Church, this 
octagon shape was often chosen 
because each side of the octagon 
was seen to represent a day of 
creation.  But wait, aren’t there 
only seven days in the creation?  
True!  The eighth side was seen to 
be the day of Easter—the day of the new creation 
that exceeds the old and into which the baptized 
are reborn.   
 I tell you this not because the history of bap-
tismal fonts is interesting (it is!), but because as we 
move ever-deeper into the season of Easter, I have 
been doing some thinking about what it means 
that a new Easter creation is so great that it ex-
ceeds even the boundaries of what we understand 
to be “time.”  And, along those same lines, I am 
curious as to any thinking that you might have 
done about the “time” of your own life, and how 
the grace of God has exceeded or expanded upon 
graces from the past. 
 This theology of the “eighth day” (the day 
of the new, Easter creation) has other implications, 
too.  If indeed God is the gracious Creator who 
fashions the world in seven days, then an “eighth 
day” might also include a renewed commitment to 
seeing how the resurrection of Christ Jesus is pre-

sent in our “new” (or renewed) commitment to 
the world around us that God has made.  The theol-
ogy of the eighth day has implications not only for 
the Church’s conversation of death and life (its 

chief vehicle of thought…), but also for 
how we think theologically about the 
environment, care for creation, and the 
responsibility that each of us has to de-
fend and uphold God’s good work. 
 The eighth day could mean other 

things, too.  Like (for instance) 
that new chances are given to 
those who need them.  Leaving 
behind the past, the eighth day 
might hold for us the possibilities 
of a future that is now.  We do 
not simply “remember” the res-
urrection of Jesus, we participate 
in it in ways that we cannot un-
derstand.  Without doubt, people 
often enter into deep, renewed 
spirituality during Lent to prepare 
for Easter.  Then, once the Lord 
has been raised, those spiritual 
disciplines are packed up and put 
away for another year. 
 What if, instead, during 
these Great Fifty Days, you under-
stood them (a season of eighth 
days…) to exceed the pious 

preparation of Lent?  Can the fifty days be a time of 
renewal, too?  Can it be a time of newness, of sec-
ond (or third, our fourth…) chances?  Might it be a 
time for careful examination of the previous seven 
days (times past) and at the same time present the 
future as a grace-filled story that is yet-to-be writ-
ten?   
 How we do this might be different depend-
ing on where we are in life.  An aged member of 
the Church is likely to answer this question differ-
ently than a young person just starting out.  But 
the promise of the eighth day is not just for some, 
it is for all.  Easter does not call for renewal and re-
joicing among some, but among all.  Easter’s joy—
not timid or ashamed—should be a over-the-top 
celebration of extravagant celebration.  And, argu-
ably, entering into Easter’s joy with extravagant 
celebration might itself be the faithful answer to 

 
 

“Leaving behind 
the past, the 

eighth day might 
hold for us the 

possibilities of a 
future that is 

now.” 
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BREAKFAST CLUB + 

Sunday, May 12 . All are invited.  
This Club is an informal group of 
SPR members who join together 
after the 10:30 a.m. liturgy at Loui-
siana Café for brunch and fellow-
ship. Simple, inexpensive, and a 
great way for you to get to gather 
with members you might not 

know.  An eclectic bunch is the goal.   

THEOLOGY  
ON TAP: YOUNG 
ADULT  
GATHERING  
SPR is quickly reaching 
(blessedly!) capacity on 

our young adults, age 20-40.  This is great news and 
a sign of growth in the congregation.  To that end, 
we invite any members of this age demographic to 
join us for our second Theology on Tap, a new pro-
gram that SPR will be starting that will visit various 
brew houses and service agencies in the Twin Cit-
ies.  At each gathering, we will discuss one random 
theological topic, and think together about how 
we can be faithful disciples of Christ...while having 
a beer (just ask Luther if you doubt this is a 
thing…). Our next gathering is scheduled for Fri-
day, May 10 , 7:30 p.m. at the Bad Weather Brew-
ing Company (414 7th Street West, St. Paul MN 
55102; www.badweatherbrewery.com).  Ques-
tions?  E-mail the pastor at:  pas-
torpatrick@stpaulref.org.   
 

SPR MEN OF FAITH GROUP + Join us 

Thurs.  May 2 ,  7:00 p.m. at the Episcopal Homes 
on University Ave.   All the men of SPR are invited 
to join in a casual 90 minute of sharing and conver-
sation.  For more info call Lee Snook (651 785-8124) 
or Jim McGowan (651 641-1217). 

 
SUPPORT KICKS— FUNDRAISER ON 

SAT. MAY 25, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon.  
We are invited to learn to make traditional Cambo-
dian eggrolls at Christ on Capitol Hill (lunch includ-
ed). Delivery date for your pre-ordered eggs rolls 
for pick-up is yet to be determined.  We will also 
have extra egg rolls to sell here at church on that 
date.  This service project is encouraged for confir-
mation students, but all are welcome! Contact Sr. 
Stacie for more info on event.  Watch for an-
nouncement inMay on egg roll pre-orders. More 
info on KICKS program on back page and page 10 
of newsletter. 
 

QUILTING BEE FOR 

CHARITY May 11, 10:00 a.m.—

2:00 p.m. You can sew, arrange 
blocks, iron, tie layers together, cut 
fabric! Work on your own projects. 
Join in on the fun!  Bring a snack to 

share. Coffee provided. Contact Gwen Peyton Jack-
son at gwennpjackson@aol.com.  
 

the Easter call that this time—a time that exceeds 
all other times—is primarily about.  
 So, I hope that in the next few weeks, you 
will take a look at the “big one” with eight sides; 
this eighth side is no accident, and early Christians 
knew what they were doing.  Somewhere, along 
that eighth side are graces still to be found, new 
chances that wait for us with fresh anticipation, 
and new joys that are, in their rejoicing, the faithful 
response to the assertion that “...he is risen in-
deed.” 
Peace, Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck 
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DONATE TO SPR USING YOUR 
SMARTPHONE!  Great way to donate 
whether you are at church or out and 
about! Now you can give from anywhere in the 

world!  It’s fast, easy, and secure.  Search your app
-finder for “GivePlusChurch,” download it, click 
“sign up,” and follow the instructions.  You can 
donate to either the Good Samaritan Fund or the 
Parish General fund (in addition to your regular 
pledge).  Give it a try! Thanks to all who are using 
this quick and easy way to donate. 

WELCOME TO THE 
NEW VICAR + St. Paul-

Reformation will be welcoming 
Vicar Jonathan Nerdig to be 
with us for two years starting in 
June.  What is a Vicar?  The 
“vicar” in Lutheran-speak is the 
pastoral intern, and Jonathan 
will be beginning his studies at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul in 
the MDivX program, a new pilot track that com-
bines the internship with learning.  Jonathan will be 
with us for twenty hours a week for twenty-four 
months and will have duties in pastoral care, 
preaching, youth, teaching, and advocacy.   
 Jonathan was born and raised in Central Io-
wa. Growing up, he loved choir and took every op-
portunity he could to sing in church, school, and 
the community. He attended Luther College in Dec-
orah, IA where he studied psychology and biology. 
After graduation he moved to Los Angeles, CA 
where he volunteered through the Vincentian Ser-
vice Corps and met his wife, Megan. During his ser-
vice year, he worked as a case manager at an emer-
gency shelter in Skid Row. In LA Jonathan devel-
oped a deep passion for service to others rooted in 
his faith in Christ. He currently works as a Volunteer 
Coordinator at a homeless shelter in the Washing-
ton D.C. metro area. A year ago Jonathan began 
discerning a call to ordained ministry with the help 
and support of his pastor and congregation. Jona-
than is excited to be joining the St. Paul-
Reformation community during his two year intern-

ship as he pursues a Mas-
ter's of Divinity degree at 
Luther Seminary.  
 Jonathan will have a 
“Vicar Committee” to check 
in with him in his learning 
goals, support him as he 

makes his way through the seminary, and provide 
feedback as he learns.  If you would like to serve on 
the Vicar Committee, you may contact Parish Coun-
cilmember Aaron Brown at: joyfulconfi-
dence@gmail.com.  Welcome, Jonathan and Me-
gan!  (Above, the Vicar of Dibley is the model for all 
vicars…) 
 

Jonathan Nerdig, Vicar 

THE PARISH COUNCIL : Building and Fi-

nance particularly.  If you armet in regular session 
in April to go over regular business: 
 Financials are in line with budget, and the par-

ish is doing well on all outstanding bills, finan-
cial matters, etc.; 

 SPR has hired a new Sunday morning Sexton, 
Eluid Castro, who will be present on Sunday 
mornings and for special events to help with 
set-up, tear-down, cleaning, etc; 

 The regular cleaning service is doing well; 
 We are happy to welcome Vicar Jonathan 

Nerdig to be with us next year (see right); 
 There has been good attendance at the 

“Theology on Tap” events so far, and we are 
looking forward to these continuing in the sum-
mer; 

 Sr. Stacie is coordinating with Christ Lutheran 
on Capitol Hill the initial stages of the KICKS 
summer program for kids; 

 Work will begin soon (as soon as the ground 
thaws) on the foundation repair on the east 
side of the building; 

 Several committees are being re-establishede 
interested on serving on either of these, you 
may contact Parish President Matthew Web-
ster; 

 A successful organ concert was given by Sr. Sta-
cie with the offering going to our work in El Sal-
vador; 

 The Synod Assembly is coming up in May, and 
SPR’s voting members are: Randy Beard, Mike 
Banks, and (as a member of the Synod Council) 
Mark Hollabaugh; 

 The Council meets again the second Tuesday in 
May. 
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ISAIAH Claiming Our Voices 2019  
In April, over 50 meetings were held in MN legis-
lative districts across the state. In these meet-
ings, ISAIAH leaders called on legislators of that 
district to join us in building a multiracial democ-
racy and a caring economy. We pressed them to 
be not just supporters but champions for our 
agenda. In addition, we went to the Capitol to 
testify and witness hearings on bills, visited leg-
islators in their office, held press conferences to 
debunk propaganda, and organized day long 
actions in the rotunda to raise consciousness. 
One of our top priority bills, which allows resi-
dents to obtain a drivers license regardless of 
their immigration status, passed in the MN 
House. The Hushman-Ramirez families were 
there to encourage the House to vote their con-
science. 

In May, we continue positioning our top 
priority bills, and we prepare to influence the 
end of session negotiations by the legislative 
and executive branches. In preparation, ISAIAH 
invites you to an End of Session Strategic As-

sembly and Mobilization on Saturday May 11th 

from 9:00am – 2:00pm. 

LABYRINTH WALK + .  Our 

next Labyrinth Walk will be on Sun-
day, May 12 7-:00-8:00 p.m.  You 
are invited to stop by, take one of 
the cards explaining how to use the 
labyrinth as a tool of prayer, and walk 
it.  Never fear...you cannot do it wrong, and you 
might even discover some things along your jour-
ney!  Through the generous donation of a member 
of SPR, we were able to install a Labyrinth in the 
West Transept on the floor.  Eighteen feet across, it 
is an exact replica of the labyrinth at Chartres Ca-
thedral in France.  What is a labyrinth?  It is not a 
maze (you cannot get lost in it…), but is instead a 
very ancient tool that Christians have used for cen-
turies to help them pray.  With careful steps upon 
entering the labyrinth (with socks!), the journey to 
the middle mimics the journey to God’s heart 
 
FOUNDATION WORK THIS SPRING + 

Foundation work on the Southeast corner of the 
building will begin this spring when the ground 
thaws.  This will include the repair of mortar be-
tween the joints of the foundation stones, which—
after over a century—need some loving care.  We 
expect that this work will commence soon; stay 
tuned for more information! 

Hushman and Ramirez Families at the Capitol building Rally.  

How many Lutherans does it take to make breakfast?  A lot!  
Four Evangelists joined together in the kitchen to prepare for 
SPR’s annual Youth Breakfast, a fundraiser for our youth to 
attend the ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in 2021.  
Thanks to all who cooked, set up, served, and helped to make 
this year’s breakfast a success.  See you next year: same time, 
same place! 
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GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY: MAY 12 

In early Christian art, a common subject was 
Jesus portrayed as the Good Shepherd, as in this 4th-
century painting from a catacomb in Rome.  In the 
Revised Common Lectionary, the Fourth Sunday of 
Easter, which falls on May 12 this year, is informally 
know as Good Shepherd Sunday. Each year on this 
day we hear a different portion of John 10, in which 
Jesus describes himself as the Good Shepherd who 
lays down his life for his sheep. The psalm appointed 
for this Sunday each year is the beloved Psalm 23. Do 
you realize that you can find the complete text of 
Psalm 23 in our hymnal five times? The first one is in 
the section of the hymnal where all 150 Psalm are 
presented in their entirety. In addition there are four 
hymns that present Psalm 23 as metric poetry. I invite 
you to look up “The King of Love My Shepherd 
Is” (#502), “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need 
(#782), and “Shepherd Me, O God (#780) and see the 
gifts that individual poets have used to interpret this 
great psalm.  

Let’s spend some time looking at the oldest 
version in our hymnal, “The Lord’s My Shepherd; I’ll 
not want” (#778). It was published in 1650 in Edin-
burgh in The Psalms of David in Meeter [sic] by 
Frederic Rous or Rouse—both spellings of his name 
are found. He was a prominent politician and a Puri-
tan. Puritan worship only allowed for unaccompanied 
psalm singing in worship, so it was a common project 
for Puritan poets to make metered poetical versions 
of the entire book of Psalms. They were often printed 
without music, but poets stuck to a restricted num-
ber of meters, or syllables per line, so that text could 
be sung to well-known tunes. That’s what those little 
numbers mean at the bottom of each hymn in our 
hymnal. Some meters became so widespread that 
they developed names, such as Common Meter (86 
86), Short Meter (66 86) and Long Meter (88 88). 
Church musicians still rely on these meters to swap 

texts and tunes as the occasion may require. If you 
need a good party trick sometime, you can sing the 
text of “Amazing Grace” to the music of the Gilligan’s 
Island theme song (and vice versa) because both are 
in Common Meter. “The Lord’s My Shepherd” is al-
most Common Meter; it’s 86 86 86 because there are 
6 lines of text that alternate between 8 syllables and 
6 syllable per line.  

The Lord’s my shepherd; I’ll not want. 
He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 
He leadeth me, he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 

If you read the last 2 lines, you see that they are really 
a repetition of the end of line 3 and line 4. Rous could 
have left off the last 2 lines and had a Common Meter 
hymn. In fact, that’s exactly what he did. This psalm 
was originally published with 4 lines per stanza in-
stead of 6. So where did those extra lines come from?  

This hymn often appears with a tune called 
Crimond, composed by Jessie Seymour Irvnie in 1872 
(yet another example of how text and tune are often 
written in different time and places). The tune for this 
hymn in ELW is called Brother James’ Air, and it is 2 
lines longer than 86 86. Some additional syllables are 
needed if the text will fill out the whole tune.  

This hymn is one of my favorite examples of 
how the phrases of a text and a tune don’t always 
end at the same time. Because of the tempo of the 
tune, it feels most comfortable to sing 2 lines of text 
and then take a breath, so we end up singing, “The 
Lord’s my shepherd; I’ll not want. He makes me down 
to lie” [breath] “In pastures green; He leadeth me the 
quiet waters by.” I have no problem with the first 
chunk of text by itself until I realize that the idea of 
the second line continues into the third line (a poetic 
device called enjambment). When I play this hymn on 
the organ, here is how I breathe: “The Lord’s my 
shepherd; I’ll not want” [quick breath] “He makes me 
down to lie in pastures green;” [big breath] “He 
leadeth me the quiet waters by.” [breath] “He 
leadeth me, he leadeth me the quiet waters by.” I 
don’t expect everyone singing to necessarily follow 
my breathing pattern—I always want you to breathe 
where it feels comfortable to you, even if that’s not 
the same place as it is for me or for your neighbor. My 
hope is that playing the breaths that way will help 
you make sense of the text as you sing, which will 
help you sing the praises of our Good Shepherd on 
the Fourth Sunday of Easter and at all times! 
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MAY LITURGY   

LEADERS 10:30 A.M. 
Ministry Scheduler Pro liturgy volunteers: 
 

May 5 Third Sunday of Easter 
Andrés Albertsen, Margaret Schuster,  
assisting ministers 
Ruby Beckman, acolyte 
Colleen McGuire, Shirley Henning, lectors 
Carsten Slostad, cantor 
Dorcas Adedigba, Anne and Jim Halgerson,  
Tom Webb, greeters/ushers 
Tim Iverson, communion assistant 
John Johnson, coffee and treats hospitality 
 
May 12 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Kyle Anderson, Kaj Reinholdt, assisting ministers 
Miguel Ramirez, acolyte 
Sunday School, lectors 
Mike Banks, cantor 
Dorcas Adedigba, Kristen Damberg,  
Krisi Matenaer, Jan Swenson, greeters/ushers 
Cheri Gohr, communion assistant 
Carla Hagen, Teresa Ortiz, coffee and treats  
 
May 19 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Andrés Albertsen, Aaron Brown, asst. ministers 
Alton Proctor, acolyte 
Lee Lundin, Diane Aase, lectors 
Margaret Schuster, cantor 
Chuck Aase, Jim Halgerson, Diane Hushman,  
Brian Olson, greeters/ushers 
Bonnie Olson, communion assistant 
Ed Stuart, coffee and treats hospitality 
 

MAY 26 LITURGY   

LEADERS 9:30 A.M. 
May 26 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Dorcas Adedigba, Kaj Reinholdt,  asst. ministers 
Andrew Webb Woodage, acolyte 
Ted Johnson, Victoria Smith, lectors 
Cal La Fave, cantor 
Sara Gjerdrum, Cheri Gohr, Tamika Ramirez, Gary 
Sande,  greeters/ushers 
Deanna Sande, communion assistant 
Tom Webb, coffee and treats hospitality 
 
 

MAY ADULT FORUMS 
Adult Forum begins runs every Sunday at 9:10 a.m. in 
Tidemann Hall; it usually lasts about an hour; please 

join us for our upcoming slate of speakers: 
 
Now What?  Unpacking the Easter 
Narratives + Dr. Sarah Heinrich, Lu-
ther Seminary + Often overlooked as 
serious study, the post-Easter ap-
pearances of Jesus provide profound 
insight into the way that the early 
Christian community made meaning 

out of Jesus’ resurrection.  Drawing from these stories, 
they focused their mission to proclaim the Good News, 
and are worth re-visiting in a serious way.  Dr. Sarah 
Heinrich is Professor of New Testament at Luther Semi-
nary. 
 
On Our Way Together: An Update 
On The St. Paul Area Synod + Rev. 
Justin Grimm, Assistant to the Bish-
op + Justin Grim serves as Assistant 
to Bishop Patricia Lull, and will be 
joining us to give an update on the 
work of the Synod in anticipation of 
the Synodical Assembly.  Note: Pr. 
Grimm preaches at the 10.30 a.m. liturgy. 

 
Continuing the Conversation + SPR Ra-
cial Justice Team + Join us as we wrap 
up our year-long conversation on race, 
privilege, and awareness in this final 
Adult forum of the year.  Your voice, 
learning, and experience is important 
in this conversation...a great way to 

end a wonderful year of Adult Forum learning! 

5.19 

5.5 

5.12 

SPR hosted a successful Palm Sunday Breakfast in support of 
our Youth Ministry programs...and 2021’s trip to the ELCA Youth 
Gathering in Minneapolis!  Here are just a sampling of our youth 
who helped to welcome hungry parishioners...mmm...eggs! 



 

652GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neighbor-

hood Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate help 
to those in need.   When you are out shopping , please consider 
buying an extra grocery, gas or store card  to drop in the offer-
ing plate on Sunday. 

As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, we receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the 
month. You are welcome to contribute to this fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on 
the usher’s table in the lower auditorium or the GivePlusChurch app. Every little bit helps! 

Good Samaritan 
Fund Progress 
Balance: $ 652 

 ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS TO DATE: $ 703 
“With your generosity to ELCA World Hunger, you stand full of the Spirit and wisdom in the 
church’s 2000-year tradition of caring for neighbors in need.  Thank you for your strong commit-
ment to this signature ministry of the church. Receive in return our prayers for your ministry and 
our hands stretched out to you in blessing. Together we can go farther, together we will be 
transformed in the Spirit and in relationship with each other, our partners and communities 

around the world. Until all are fed, Rev. Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World Hunger 
 

HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS: $ 483 
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS - Spring has arrived and family budgets are strained by 
kids growing out of their falls clothes and needing spring/summer items. As kids have 
breakfast and lunch at school, please donate dinner items: canned pastas, canned 
stews and meats, mac and cheese, dry pastas, rice, canned fruits and vegetables.  Food 
assistance needs are increasing.   
Please consider one of the following: * buy extra dinner items and bring to SPR and place 
in the food basket   * buy a grocery card and place in the offering basket 

PRAYERS  Please remember in your prayers all 

those sick in mind, body, or spirit:  especially  Elaine 
Jacobson, Marilyn Heiple, Dick and Jackie Kennedy, 
George Staples, Doug Merchant, Kaj Reinholdt, 
Susie Adams, Lee and Lois Snook, Randy Beard, 
Shirley Heyer, Tony Hedlund, Synovia Colbert, Anna 
Swenson-Seleen, Fern Mackey, Laura and John 
Heille, Denine Harrell, and Louise Benson;  those 
who are homebound: Gertie Jochum and Evelyn 
Stampley.  
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CARDS AND LETTERS + Cards and letters 

are appreciated (and encouraged!) to Tristen Baier, 
especially at this Christmastime.  You can write to 
Tristen at the following address: 
 

Tristen Baier, OID 257858 
Minnesota Correctional Facility—St. Cloud 
2305 Minnesota Blvd. SE 
St. Cloud, Mn 56304 
 
Thank you—your care makes a difference! 

SHERIDAN STORY  
On Fridays, SPR members, along-
side others in the community, 
continue to pack weekend meals 
into the backpacks of students 
who would otherwise go hungry 
as they are not receiving meals at school.  We are 
almost to the end of the year, but can always use 
volunteers and substitutes.  This is easy work with 
a big impact.  Interested?  Contact Diane Aase at 
cdaase@gmail.com. 
 

TRADER JOE’S SUNDAY MORNING  
FOOD PICK-UPS 
Every Sunday morning an intrepid group of SPR 
volunteers picks up hundreds of pounds of food 
from Trader Joe’s that is perfectly edible but 
would otherwise be thrown out and takes it to 
Hallie Q Brown Food Shelf.  This food is then 
made available to all and is extra beyond the 
poundage allowed for each person.    



 

BIRTHDAYS 
04 Paige Johnson 
07 Mary Chilvers, William Puroway 
08 Dawn Puroway 
10 Mikko Matala, Jamal Sanders 
11 Joel Nasset 
12 David Fuerst 
13 Andrés Albertsen 
15 Jane Hagedorn, Katie McKee 
17 Bonnie Olson 
21 Janice Erickson, Marilyn Heiple 
22 Emily Brennan, Mark Hollabaugh 
 Ian Matenaer, Pam Peyton 
24 Marilyn Harder 
26 Linda Dahlen 
29 Jacob Zlimen 
30 Pat Graham, Doris Ikier 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
24 Tim and Brian Brennan 

9  H A P P E N I N G S  

BIBLE MATTERS   
Because the Bible does 
matter, you are invited to 
engage the Book of Faith 
with the Bible Matters 
Group. Use these  lection-
ary readings for each week at home and join an 
engaging group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00 
a.m. at church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck.   
 
Third  Sunday of Easter, May 5 
Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; 
John 21:1-9 
 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 12 
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; 
John 10:22-30 
 
Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 19 
Acts 11:1-8; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; 
John 13:31-35 
 
Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 26  
Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67;  
 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29  
 

Thank You to Our Seminarians! 

 
Please join us 
for a thank-
you recep-

tion 
After the  

liturgy on Sunday, May 19 during Coffee 
Hour for our seminarians Kyle Anderson 

and  
Emily Stelling.  Kyle will be continuing his 

studies at Luther Seminary, and  
Emily has been called to the Metropolitan 

Chicago Synod of the ElCA.  Cake and 
wonderful treats await...thank you, dear 

seminarians! 

On Palm Sunday, ninety-four years ago, SPR member Betty 
Schmidt was baptized into the faith.  Here, Betty joins SPR’s 
newest member Henry Rent, who will be baptized in June.  Con-
gratulations to Betty and to Henry...siblings in the faith! 

INSTALLATION OF NEW FONT Instal-

lation of the new Baptismal font has started and 
will be done soon. We are thankful to St. Paul Fab-
ricating and Design, the liturgical artisans who are 
making it.  Watch for more details and photos on 
the parish Facebook page as progress is made! 
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SUMMER AT SPR... 

PENTECOST SUNDAY is Sunday, June 9 

at 9.30 a.m.  Please plan to wear red that day (in 
commemoration of the fire of the Holy Spirit); we 
will be confirming several of our young people in 
their faith, and a reception follows! 
 

CONFIRMATIONS are scheduled for Pente-

cost (see above).  Stay tuned for more information 
in our June edition of The Spectrum! 
 
GODLY PLAY!  SPR will 

(hopefully!) be hosting a Godly Play 
training in June, and we are in search 
of a few good storytellers to go 
through this training.  Is God calling 
you to tend our little ones and accompany them as 
they learn the stories of the Bible?  Interested?  
Please contact Sonya Schober Johnson, 
scho0134@umn.edu or Sarah Matala, sarahmata-
la@gmail.com to sign up. 

 

SUMMER LYCEUM(S)  
GEARING UP! + Every Summer, SPR 

presents two month-long learning-
cohorts.  The two Lyceums (a word used 
by early Lutherans to denote an 
institute of learning) will make 

use of two books this summer: Robin Di-
angelo’s White Fragility (June), and Diana 
Butler Bass’ Grounded: Finding God in the 
World (July).  Diangelo’s book is available 
for purchase in the narthex now, and 
“Grounded” will be available in the narthex very 
soon.  Summer is a great time for some learning, 
and our conversation and thinking isn’t complete 
without you!   

COMING ATTRACTIONS  
FOR  JUNE. 

VIBE SUMMER CAMP JULY 15-19 
Elementary, Middle School and Counselors– in– 
Training at Bay Lake Camp are all held in the same 
week.  More info to come in the May Spectrum. 
 
ANNIVERSARY SERVICE AND  

POTLUCK PICNIC.  Como Park  Sunday, July 

21st at 9.30 a.m. 

TC PRIDE FESTIVAL  
June 22 and 23 
We are registered for a booth, and 
your help is needed!  Plan now to 
volunteer for at two hour shift at 
one of the most-fun events that 
we have all year.  The more the merrier, and your 
presence witnesses to God’s love! 

KICKS (Kids In 
Christ’s Kingdom 
Summer Camp) + 

SPR will join forces with 
Christ Lutheran Church on 
Capitol Hill for “Summer 

Kicks (Kids in Christ’s Kingdom Summer Camp).   
The week of July 22—26,  9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 
campers will take a field trip, do crafts, and learning 
with older youth counselors.  The Theme for the 
program is “Called” and they will be exploring all of 
the different ways we are called as followers of Je-
sus. 
 This program is free to SPR families and 
open to all entering 1st-8th grade in the fall of 2019, 
but you must register by e-mailing the Pastor at: 
pastorpatrick@stpaulref.org.  Parents...looking for 
something for your child to do this summer?  This is 
a great opportunity (and affordable at twice the 
price!).  Lunch and snacks are provided every day.  
Come and join us for learning, fun, and summer 
games!  
 Are you a Teen interested in being a KICKS 
Counselor? These are paid positions (a great sum-
mer gig!). Registration due date is  Sunday May 19.  
To apply for this position: Contact Vicar Troy Medlin 
at  intern@christoncapitolhill.com.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—SUNDAY FUNDAY 
IS ON THE HORIZON! On the last Sunday of the 

month, bring a sack lunch to enjoy after worship and 
then head out to a family-friendly activity. The dates 
will be June 30, July 28, and August 25. Stay tuned 
for more details! 
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KICKS Summer 
Camp for SPR  

Kids! 
 

JULY 22-26 

This year, SPR is co-hosting the KICKS 
(Kids In Christ’s Kingdom) Summer Camp 

with Christ Lutheran Church-Capitol Hill.  The camp runs from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. each day, and includes activities, field trips, and games 

under the theme “CALLED.”  Lunch and snacks are provided each day. This is free to all 
SPR families, and registration forms are available in the  

narthex or on our website: www.stpaulref.org.  For more information, e-mail the  
Pastor: pastorpatrick@stpaulref.org. 


