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The Spectrum items, arti-
cles and columns need to 
be to the Parish Office by 
the 12th of the month pre-
ceding publication.  The 
Spectrum goes to the 
printer on the 15th of the 
month, and this date is 
hard and fast.  Articles 
received after the 12th 
may or may not be includ-
ed in the newsletter.   
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LENT HAS  
BEGUN 
Lent is forty-days (not includ-
ing Sundays), and centers on 
the disciplines of “giving, fast-
ing, and prayer.”  As part of 
this, midweek Lenten pro-
graming begins on Wednes-
day, March 4 with a simple 
soup supper at 5:30-6:30, 
Holden Evening Prayer at 
6:30., and our Lenten LISTEN 
Series from 7-8:15. 
 

BROTHER, CAN YOU SPARE A DIME? 
Faith and Poverty In the Richest Nation on Earth 
SPR’s LISTEN Lecture Series begins on Wednesday, March 4; this year’s topic will 
revolve around poverty, wealth, and the Christian call to end inequality.  A host of 
speakers will join us each Wednesday 
during Lent to lead conversation on 
poverty and housing, poverty and 
immigration, poverty and incarcera-
tion, and poverty and healthcare.  
This is a not-to-be missed time of 
learning and thinking, and your voice 
is needed.  We begin Wednesday, 
March 4 (7:00 p.m.) with Otis Zan-
ders, the Executive Director of Uja-
maa Place, a local St. Paul organiza-
tion that works with formerly incarcerated individuals to secure employment, job 
training, and housing.  A great line-up of speakers is scheduled: 
• Wednesday, March 11: Poverty and Affordable Housing, Susan Watlov Phillips; 
• Wednesday, March 18: Gwen Walz, Poverty, Education, and Incarceration; 
• Wednesday, March 25: Marc Prokosch, Poverty and Immigration; 
• Wednesday, April 1: Suzanne Burke Lehman, Poverty and Healthcare 
 
Each time of learning will take place in Tidemann Hall immediately following Even-
ing Prayer; you are invited to join us for all—or some—of the lectures! 



 

ALREADY WITH MY writing to you in mid-

February, many of my clergy colleagues have asked 
me what our “theme” for Lent is at St. Paul-
Reformation.  Every year my answer is the same: 
the “theme” of Lent is...preparation for Easter.  
There is no other theme than this. 
 And, while a great many peo-
ple—Lutherans included—find 
Lent a time for increased devotion 
and observance of the Lenten dis-
ciplines of prayer, giving, and fast-
ing, it is important to remember 
the purpose of all of this: Easter.  
Everything must point us on a tra-
jectory toward the Paschal Tridu-
um and the resurrection of the 
Lord. 
 So rather than think of 
Lent as a time of denial, I would—
instead—urge you to think of it as 
a time of preparation.  As March 
lingers on, the seasons will begin 
to change; the winter ground is 
preparing for spring and deep in-
side branches and bulbs, plants 
are getting ready to make their 
appearance.   
 Other things are “getting 
ready,” too.  Students are begin-
ning to make plans for the end of the academic 
year (and next year!), and people have already be-
gun thinking about what much-warmer summer 
days will bring as far as summer camps, activities, 
and vacations.   
 Inside of you, however, may be some things 
that need to be tidied up before we are prepared—
properly—to step across the threshold of the emp-
ty tomb.  As Lent begins, I hope that you might 
consider some of the following “prompts” as a 
place that you might start: 
• What parts of the past do you need to let go?  

Hand them off to God and then...let them go. 
• What parts of you do you need to forgive?   
• Who have you wronged that you might reach 

out to?   
• Who has wronged you?  Is reconciliation with 

them possible? 
• Have you prayed by ticking off a laundry list of 

requests, or by listening quietly for the voice of 

God to speak—not knowing what it might say, 
but being open to it anyway? 

• What do you routinely try to control that you 
might let go of...and instead trust God? 

• What parts of the world suffer on the cross as 
the crucifixion of Jesus is repeated over...and 

over...and over.  Do you play a part in 
that, and—if so—can you choose 
a different way going forward? 
• Have you taken the Christian 
faith seriously enough to continue 
to study it, to learn, to dive deep-
er?   
• When was the last time you 
cracked open your bible by your-
self?  Bibles are not meant to be 
decorative—use it and let it speak 
to you. 
• What wonderful gifts has God 
given to you for the sake of the 
world?  When we speak of the 
Lenten discipling of “giving,” 
might you see in yourself the be-
loved child of God...and then use 
those gifts (that only you have!) to 
make the world a better place? 
• Said already above, but bears 
repeating: let old hurts go.  No, 
really: let them go—for good.  

They are in the past, and God is “...about to do 
a new thing.” (Isaiah 43:19) 

• Open your heart and prepare your heart for 
new blessings that are on their way to you right 
now; will you know them when you see them?  
Keep an eye peeled! 

• Commit to take the faith seriously enough that 
the great mysteries of the Christian faith—the 
passion and resurrection of Jesus - will become 
central to your spirituality; enough that you will 
join us to enter into them in the Great Three 
Days; 

• Be kinder, gentler, and more compassionate 
to...you.  From there, kindness, gentleness, and 
compassion will be able to flow to those 
around you. 

What other ways can you think of to grow?  You’re 
probably on the right track, and I urge you—in this 
season of preparation—to actually do the things of 
preparation so that, together, we may all take a 
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MEALS MINISTRY!  
An opportunity for SPR 
members to help each 
other.  Once a month, we  
prepare meals for mem-
bers who may find it challenging to always have a 
home cooked meal.  We come together to prepare 
a couple of different meals that will then be picked 
up or delivered to SPR members.  We are in need 
of volunteers to help prepare dishes, donate des-
serts, pack food, make deliveries or donate money 
to help the cause each month.  Our next meal prep-
aration event will take place in the lower kitchen 
on Saturday,  March 21, 9:00-a.m. to noon.  Your 
support is greatly appreciated.  Please contact Di-
ane Aase at cdaase@gmail.com or Gwen Jackson 
at gwennpjackson@aol.com for more information.  
 
ST. PAUL-REF WILL PARTICIPATE IN  

MINNESOTA FOOD SHARE MONTH 
 Please be prepared to graciously and energetical-

ly participate in this food in-
gathering for our neighbors. 
MINNESOTA FOODSHARE be-
gan its work in 1982 with a 
campaign advanced by con-
gregations to restock food 
shelves in the 7-county Twin 
Cities Metropolitan Area. The 
effort was so successful and 
the need was so evident, the 

March Campaign became a statewide program just 
one year later. 
 The largest grassroots food and fund drive 
in the state, the Minnesota FoodShare March Cam-
paign brings together various community organiza-
tions, businesses, and faith communities to help 
stock nearly 300 food shelves statewide.  
 During the 2019 March Campaign, more 
than $8 million dollars and over 5.1 million pounds 
of food shelf items were raised by Minnesota food 
shelves and Minnesota FoodShare.  
 Minnesota FoodShare envisions a future 
where all Minnesotans have access to healthy food 
and no one struggles with food insecurity. The 
March Campaign addresses these issues directly 
and we invite you to join our efforts and advocate 
for long term solutions to food insecurity and pov-
erty in our communities.   

QUILTING BEE for 

Charity Saturday, March 14,  
10:00 a.m. You can sew, ar-
range blocks, iron, tie lay-
ers together, cut fabric! 
Work on your own projects. 
Join in on the fun!  Bring a 
snack to share. Coffee provided. Contact Gwen Pey-
ton Jackson at gwennpjackson@aol.com.  

SPR MEN OF FAITH GROUP + Join us 

Thursday, March 5,  7:00 p.m. at the Episcopal 
Homes on University Ave.   All SPR men are invited 
to join in a casual 90 minute of sharing and conver-
sation.  For more info: Jim McGowan 651-641-1217. 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB + Sunday, March 8.  

All are invited to this informal group of SPR mem-
bers who join together after the 10:30 a.m. liturgy 
at Louisiana Café for brunch and fellowship. Sim-
ple, inexpensive, and a great way for you to get to 
gather with members you might not know.  Join us 
to make some new friends, break bread, and shoot 
the breeze! 
 
PARENT’S ROUNDTABLE + In efforts to 

continue to support parents of all ages at SPR, you 
are invited to join the “Parent’s Roundtable” each 
Sunday.  This is a table set up in the Lower Auditori-
um with juice and light pastries, with a question—
each week—for you to discuss as parents and 
share wisdom on raising your kids.  There is no 
agenda other than this, and Parent’s Roundtable 
will be available from 9:10-10:10 a.m. each Sunday 
during the academic year.  Stop by, have a dough-
nut hole, and share your wisdom on raising a tod-
dler or a teenager! 

huge breath of fresh air on Easter Day.  After all, it 
is for this—is it not? - that all this preparation has 
been done in the first place? 
May God bless you on your Lenten journey. 
Peace, 
Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck 



 

C O U N C I L  C O R N E R  

COUNCIL NOTES + The Parish Council met 

in regular session on Tuesday, February 11, and 
took action on the following matters: 
• Elected new officers: Gwen Jackson, President; 

Luke Hanson, Vice President; Sarah Matala, 
Treasurer; Mike Banks, secretary.  We are 
thankful to outgoing officers and members of 
the council Matthew Webster, Judi Fluger 
(continuing on council), and Sandy Iverson.   

• Financial matters included a snapshot from 
SPR’s accountant, clarification questions, and 
updates on the new payroll system.  Further 
action was taken on staff salaries in line with 
the 2020 budget, approved at the Annual Meet-
ing. 

• Overview of committees, including reconfigura-
tion of the Altar Guild and/or Sunday Morning 
Hospitality Committee; this work will begin be-
fore the next regularly scheduled meeting of 
the Parish Council; 

• Building work: leaks have been detected on the 
East Side of the building, and authorization was 
approved to permit the staff to move forward 
with contracted repairs; 

• Welcomed new Parish Council members Kari 
Benson and Tom Webb, each of whom bring 
wonderful gifts to our work at SPR! 

• Heard from the Sanctuary Committee which 
continues to work with the parish as a whole to 
sustain this ministry. 

Above: A hearty crew gathers to prepare meals for SPR’s Meals 
Ministry, a once-a-month delivery of food (and goodwill) to 
those who are homebound, ill, or have had recent surgery. 

FROM THE VICAR 
As we enter the month of 
March, I am one month closer 
to making it through my first 
Minnesota winter. The next 
time you see me, please tell me 
when I can expect spring to 
begin! In truth, the winter has 
not been too bad because it 
has not only been filled with cold and snow—it’s 
been filled with worship, preaching, and growing 
deeper in faith with the people of SPR. I’ve just be-
gun a new slate of classes at the seminary. From 
now until June, I will be taking Preaching, Prophets 
& Poetry, and Christian History (Part II). Now that 
I’m taking preaching class, you can expect to see 
me in the pulpit more regularly. In the near future, I 
will be preaching on Sunday March 29 and on Good 
Friday (April 10).  Thank you all for your continuing 
support as I learn and grow here. I look forward to 
getting to know more of you better. If you have 
any free time during the week to grab a cup of 
coffee, don’t hesitate to reach out to me. I would 
be delighted to meet with you!    
 
THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Friday,  March 20, 7:00 p.m. at 
Surly Brewing Company, 520 Mal-
colm Ave SE, Minneapolis, 55414. 
Everyone is welcome!  Questions?  E-mail Vicar Jon-
athan Nerdig: vicar@stpaulref.org. 

EL SALVADOR 2020:  JOIN US! 
Plans are underway for the June 12-19 SPR delega-
tion visit to our friends in Nahualapa, El Salva-
dor.  We know that our brothers and sisters at Cris-
to Libertador are looking forward to seeing us 
again. The trip brings joy and encouragement and 
growth in faith for them and for us as we strength-
en the bonds we have with each other.  We want 
to make travel plans soon to lock in the best pric-
es.   
 
Partial scholarships are available if needed. If you 
are interested in joining us, contact Sandy & Tim 
Iverson, Sandraliverson@gmail.com,  
651-238-7724.    

mailto:Sandraliverson@gmail.com
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2020 LENTEN  

DEVOTIONAL  AVAILABLE 
You are invited to pick up a copy of From Suffering to Salvation, 
a Lenten devotional based upon the work of Henri Nouwen; 
that are in the narthex and are free to you.  Henri Nouwen was 
one of the most innovative and influential spiritual writers of 
the past century, writing thirty-nine books and translated into 
over thirty languages.  Nouwen’s most famous work is on that 
of the “wounded healer,” the acknowledgement that our own 
brokenness can be transformed into healing for others.  Be 
sure to pick up a copy! 

LOOKING FOR A POWERFUL WAY 
TO USE YOUR IRA?  How About Combined with 

Tax Benefits for You?  If you’re 70 ½ or older, you may be 
able to give your IRA assets and required minimum distri-
butions to support St. Paul-Reformation.  And, you may 
still receive tax benefits from your donations, even if you 
don’t itemize deductions under recent tax legisla-
tion.  The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows individu-
als to distribute up to $100,000.00 per year from an IRA 
directly to a qualifying charity, like St. Paul-
Reformation.  In doing so, you do not recognize assets 
transferred to the qualifying charity as income for feder-
al tax purposes, all while meeting your Required Mini-
mum Distribution obligation.  If this interests you, we 
can help you make it happen!  Please contact Luke Han-
son at 612-400-4074 (or by e-mail: lukehan-
son91@gmail.com), and he’ll help you get the ball roll-
ing. 

 
THE WAY:   
JANUARY 
COHORT 
HAS  
BEGUN! 
The Way is the intentional program by which we 
welcome newcomers to SPR and walk with them in 
preparation for baptism or affirmation of baptism. 
The next cohort has started. We welcome new 
members on Sunday April 19.  You will be seeing and 
encountering these new members throughout Lent 
and Easter; please welcome them warmly as they 
prepare to affirm their baptism! 

Below: Flautist Donna Hrynlewicki and Cantor Stacie Lightner 
rehears for their concert on Sunday, March 15 (above). 



 

G R A C E  N O T E S  

THROUGH A STRANGE  

COINCIDENCE—or perhaps, more likely, 

by the playful and clever workings of the Holy Spirit
--this March, Psalm 19 is taking on a larger role for 
me than any individual psalm normally 
does in the course of one month. I first 
realized this as I was doing some back-
ground work for the upcoming re-
cital that I am preparing with Don-
na Hryniewicki, on Sunday, March 
15 at 3 p.m. Among other things, we 
are planning to play Emma Lou 
Diemer’s Psalms, a piece for flute 
and organ.  The first movement, 
Psalm 19, is in 7/8 time. As I began 
to learn the piece, I was doing the 
good things my teachers taught me 
to do when you’re learning pieces 
with tricky rhythms: start out slow 
and count out loud. Even sticking to 
these basics, I couldn’t play the 
rhythm correctly, and I couldn’t fig-
ure out why. It was only when I sim-
plified even more, by playing my 
right and left hands alone instead 
of together, that the mystery was solved: the left 
hand rhythm stress is 4+3 and the right hand stress 
is 3+4—they don’t line up with one another except 
for the first beat of each measure! Mind-boggling! 
It’s like a tongue twister for the fingers. A finger 
twister? 
 So, I had figured out what Emma Lou 
Diemer had done, but I wondered why she had 
done it, and that drove me to the text. When I read 
Psalm 19, I discovered lots of familiar language. The 
first 6 verses are a hymn of praise to God for the 
glories of creation, particularly the sun and sky: 
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
proclaims its maker’s handiwork.” In his oratorio 
The Creation, Joseph Haydn uses this verse in one 
of the choruses, which the SPR choir sang in wor-
ship last year. Reading that verse felt like seeing an 
old friend after a prolonged absence. When I got to 
the next section of the psalm, starting in verse 7, I 
was surprised to read a verse that I had encoun-
tered more recently: “The teaching of the Lord is 

perfect and revives the soul.” Verses 7-11 turn from 
praising God’s creation to praising God’s Law. We 
don’t often remember to praise God’s law. I think 
we often imagine the chain of events as God gives 

the Law, we fall short, we get pun-
ished. Could we instead see it this way: 
God gives the Law, which is God’s tem-
plate for a beautiful and just society, 

and the law shines a light on sin 
and injustice, or, as verse 8 puts it, 
“The statues of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; the com-
mandment of the Lord is clear and 
gives light to the eyes.” The last 4 
verses of the psalm turn from the 
Law to the individual: “Who can 
detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse 
me from my secret faults” (v. 12). 
That seems like a good prayer for 
Lent! The final verse is very familiar 
to me, having served with a pastor 
who used it at the beginning of 
every sermon he preached. Maybe 
you’ve also encountered that prac-
tice: “Let the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”  
 So why was I surprised by what I read in 
verse 7? Because the choir is singing this text right 
now! We are preparing a piece for the first Sunday 
of Lent which juxtaposes them with Jesus’ saying 
from Matthew, “One does not live by bread alone 
but by every word that comes forth from the 
mouth of God,” which is itself a quotation from 
Deuteronomy. The choir piece is slow and medita-
tive, full of rich gospel harmonies. I’m not sure 
what Emma Lou Diemer meant to say about Psalm 
19 with her complex and sprightly rhythms, but I 
rejoice that they allowed me to see the work of the 
Holy Spirit, joyfully connecting disparate texts and 
musical styles into something new and meaningful. 
I pray that your Lenten journey will also be surpris-
ing and full of blessing! 
 
Sr. Stacie Lightner, Cantor 
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MARCH LITURGY  LEADERS  

10:30 A.M.  

First Sunday in Lent March 1 
Bonnie Olson, Margaret Schuster, asst. ministers 
Carla Hagen, Kristen Damberg, lectors 
Hilary and Roman Hund,  
Brian Olson, Jan Swenson, greeters/ushers 
Mike Ba nks, cantor 
Bonnie Olson, communion assistant 
Teresa Ortiz, Carla Hagen, coffee/treats 
Alton Proctor, acolyte 
 

Second Sunday in Lent March 8 
Jessa Anderson-Reitz, Luke Hanson, asst. ministers 
Sunday School Students, lectors 
Jim Halgerson, Krisi Matenaer,  
Katie McKee and Matthew Webster, greeters/ushers 
Jamie Hocmuth, cantor 
Jim McGowan, communion assistant 
John Johnson, coffee/treats 
Carlos Ramirez, acolyte 
 

Third Sunday in Lent March 15 
Jessa Anderson-Reitz, Luke Hanson, asst. ministers 
Duane Salness, Tim Iverson, lectors 
Dorcas Adedigba, Kristen Damberg,  
Tim Iverson, Deanna Sande, greeters/ushers 
Victoria Smith, cantor 
Sandy Iverson, communion assistant 
Duane and Marilyn Salenss, coffee/treats 
Daniel Adedigba,  acolyte 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent March 22 
Aaron Brown, Jonathan Nerdig, asst. ministers 
Linda Dahlen, Hilary Hund, lectors 
Jim and Anne Halgerson,  
Roman Hund, Eldora Pearson, greeters/ushers 
Max Rouillard-Horne, cantor 
Cheri Gohr, communion assistant 
Rouillard-Horne Family, coffee/treats 
Grant Rouillard-Horne, acolyte  
 

First Sunday in Lent March 1 
Jonathan Nerdig, Victoria Smith, asst. ministers 
Lois Gehrman, Alice Swan, lectors 
Kristen Damberg, Tamika Ramirez,  
Jan Swenson, Tom Webb, , greeters/ushers 
Kaj Reinholdt,  cantor 
Jamie Hocmuth, communion assistant 
Alice Swan, coffee/treats 
Ian Matenaer, acolyte 

ADUADULT  FORUM 9:10 a.m. in Tidemann 

Hall.  We have an exciting lineup of speakers. Join 
us! 

 
My Name is Child of God...Not 
“Those People,” Part I + Julia 
Dinsmore, author and activist + SPR 
begins a two-week book study on 
“My Name is Child of God...Not 
Those People” by Minneapolis au-
thor Julia Dinsmore who will lead 
our discussion on March 1.  This is to 

coincide with our LISTEN series on poverty, and is 
meant to engage in conversation a first-person account 
of matters of poverty in our own city.  Julia Dinsmore is 
an author, activist, published author, and teacher who 
lives in the Philips neighborhood of Minneapolis.  She 
joins us for the first of two weeks of 
study on her book, which is available in 
the narthex.  This is not to be missed! 
 
My Name is Child of God...Not “Those 
People,” Part II + We continue our two-
week book study on Julia Dinsmore’s 
Book (above).  Join us for one, or both! 

 
Confronting Anti-Semitism + Sami 
Rahamim, Jewish Community Rela-
tions + Antisemitism throughout 
the United States is on the rise, and 
Lutherans are able to transform 
their own history by listening, learn-
ing, and supporting our Jewish sib-

lings.  Sami Rahamim is the Director for Public Affairs at 
the Jewish Community Relations 
Council. 
 
Continuing the Conversation: SPR’s 
Racial Justice Team + Join us as we 
continue to examine privilege, white 
supremacy, and the structures and 
systems that divide us.  Come early, 
these are popular sessions! 

 

Fighting Stigma, Supporting God’s 
People: Mental Health America + 
Sam Hedden serves as Outreach 
Coordinator for Mental Health 
America.  As a child of trauma 
and abuse, Sam will lead us in 
discussion about how communi-

ties of faith can support those living with mental 
illness. 

3.1 

3.22 

3.29 

3.8 

3.15 



 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neighborhood 

Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate help to 
those in need.   When you are out shopping , please consider 
buying an extra grocery, gas or store card  to drop in the offer-
ing plate on Sunday.  As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, 

we receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the month. You are welcome to contribute to this 
fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on the usher’s table in the lower auditorium or the 
GivePlusChurch app. Every little bit helps! 

Good Samaritan 
Fund Progress 
Balance: $ 825 

 ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS TO DATE: $ 48 
“With your generosity to ELCA World Hunger, you stand full of the Spirit and wisdom in the 
church’s 2000-year tradition of caring for neighbors in need.  Thank you for your strong commit-
ment to this signature ministry of the church. Receive in return our prayers for your ministry and 
our hands stretched out to you in blessing. Together we can go farther, together we will be 
transformed in the Spirit and in relationship with each other, our partners and communities 

around the world. Until all are fed, Rev. Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World Hunger 
 

HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS:$ 436 
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS - Winter weather continues and family budgets are 
stretched as they pay higher utility bills and transportation expenses.   Any and all gro-
cery items are needed: especially kid friendly items for dinner:  canned pastas, canned 
stews and meats, hearty soups, mac and cheese, dry pastas, rice, canned fruits and vege-
tables.  Food assistance needs continue to increase in our community.  Please consider 
one of the following: * buy extra food items and bring to SPR and place in the food bas-
ket   * buy a grocery card and place in the offering basket 

PRAYERS  Please remember in your prayers all 

those sick in mind, body, or spirit:  especially  Mar-
lene Nasset, LeRoy Sorenson, John Whalen, Mari-
lyn Heiple, Dick and Jackie Kennedy, Doug Mer-
chant, Kaj Reinholdt, Susie Adams, Lee and Lois 
Snook, Randy Beard, Shirley Heyer, Synovia Col-
bert, Anna Swenson-Seleen, Laura and John Heille, 
Denine Harrell, and Louise Benson;  those who are 
homebound: Gertie Jochum and Evelyn Stampley.  
 

C O N N E C T I O N S  

CARDS AND LETTERS + Cards and letters 

are appreciated (and encouraged!) to Tristen Baier,  
You can write to Tristen at the following address: 
 

Tristen Baier, OID 257858 
Minnesota Correctional Facility—Stillwater 
970 Pickett St. 
Bayport MN 55003 
 
Thank you—your care makes a difference! 

SPR IS THE SHERIDAN 
STORY SPONSOR for 

Maxfield and J.J. Hill Elemen-
tary Schools in St. Paul to close 
what is called the “weekend 
food gap” for kids. Kids often 
go hungry on the weekends 
and The Sheridan Story works to minimize this by 
providing a bag of food for kids at the end of every 
week to help them get through the weekend. The 
sponsor (that’s us!) funds the food and its delivery 
to the schools, and we help distribute the food in-
to the classrooms.  For more info email Krisi Mate-
naer    kmatenaer@gmail.com.  

mailto:kmatenaer@comcast.net


 

BIRTHDAYS 
 01 Paul Lindell, Russel Rent 
02 Sr. Stacie Lightner 
03 Jan Swenson 
05 Mike Banks, Ava Osano 
06 Dan Zielske, Carlos Ramirez 
07 Kaj Reinholdt 
08 Holly Tischer 
12 Carol Hamlin 
13 Kathy Thomforde, Karen Hanson 
14 Lee Snook 
15 Jackie Kennedy, Henry Rent 
16 Susie Adams 
18 Gary Reetz, Sonya Schober Johnson 
20 John Rent 
26 Max Rouillard-Horne 
29 Lee Lundin 
30 Dick Kennedy 
31 Kim Zlimen 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
01 Marilyn and Jim McGowan 
03 Barb and Doug Merchant 

H A P P E N I N G S  

BIBLE MATTERS   
Because the Bible does 
matter, you are invited to 
engage the Book of Faith 
with the Bible Matters 
Group. Use these  lection-
ary readings for each week at home and join an 
engaging group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00 
a.m. at church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck.   
 

First Sunday in Lent March 1 
Genesis 2:15-17; Psalsm 32; Romans 5:12-19;  
Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Sec0nd Sunday in Lent March 8 
Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17;  
John 3:1-17 
 

Third Sunday in Lent March 15 
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent March 22 
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; 
John 9:1-41 
 
Sixth Sunday in Lent March 29 
Ezekiel  27:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; 
John 11:1-45 

DONATE TO SPR USING YOUR SMARTPHONE!  A great way to donate whether 
you are at church or out and about! Now you can give from anywhere in the world!  It’s fast, easy, 
and secure.  Search your app-finder for “GivePlusChurch,” download it, click “sign up,” and follow the 
instructions.  You can donate to either the Good Samaritan Fund or the Parish General fund (in addition 
to your regular pledge).  Give it a try! Thanks to all who are using this quick and easy way to donate! 

SANCTUARY MATCHING FUNDS! 
A donor has stepped forward to match funds—
up to $3,000—for our Sanctuary Fund.  You will 
recall that two years ago SPR far exceeded this 
goal.  Every week, you will be able to see our 
progress in The Sunday Wrapper.  Your gift will 
be doubled.  Please use the envelopes included 
in the bulletin each week during Lent, or you can 
give online (or by sending a check to the Parish 
office).  Your giving makes a difference...x2! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE (OLD) 

DEAN! + Pr. Patrick Shebeck was elected to his 

second term as South Central Conference Dean at 
the Synod Conference Assemblies and 
Workshops on February 22nd.  The 
Deans of the Synod—there are six—
assist Bishop Patricia Lull in visioning, 
welcoming and supporting pastors in their con-
texts, and scheduling speakers on topics of inter-
est.  SPR’s conference (South Central) is the largest 
among the six Conferences, and also the most ac-
tive, meeting once a month come rain or shine.   



 

H A P P E N I N G S  

WELCOMING CHILDREN IN  
WORSHIP AND KEEPING THEM 
SAFE Helpful Reminders for a Community that 

Values its Children + We are thankful at SPR that 
we have  many children in worship, and are grate-
ful to the many parents who make this happen.  
This is not easy, and there are ways that you can 
help parents as they live out the promises that they 
made in baptism.  First, please remember that chil-
dren are an essential part of this community as are 
their parents.  If you see a parent struggling on Sun-
day morning...help.   
 Secondly, SPR is committed to keeping chil-
dren safe, and this means that children are not to 
be alone with adults who are not their guardian.  If 
you see a child wandering off unaccompanied, gen-
tly kneel down and say “where do you need to be 
right now?” and then accompany them quickly 
back to their guardian.  Last, if you see something 
unusual, say something.  We are the eyes and ears 
to keep our children safe, and your help is needed 
in this work! 

COMING ATTRACTIONS IN  

APRIL 

 

RESPONSORIA:  

MUSIC FOR HOLY 

WEEK 

Concert with Consortium 
Carissimi + Holy  Monday, 
April 6, 7.30 p.m. 
Watch for more information 
in next month newsletter on 
this Holy Week Concert that 
combines the musicians 
from Consortium Carrisimi 

and vocalists from three churches. Put on your cal-
endar now! 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5 
8:00 a.m.    Contemplative Eucharist 
9:00-10:15 a.m.  Youth Breakfast 
10:30 a.m.    Choral Eucharist  
 

Holy Monday-Wednesday, April 6-8 
5:00 p.m.  Daily Holy Eucharist   
 

Holy Monday April 6 Responsoria (Above) 
     

THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM  
Maundy Thursday, April 9 
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Church 
 

Good Friday, April 10 
Noon-3 p.m. Church open for Prayer  
7:00 p.m. Proper Liturgy for Good Friday 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter, April 11 
7:00 p.m. Easter Vigil at Redeemer Church 
10:00 p.m. Festive Easter Reception  
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
10:30 a.m.  Choral Eucharist with Brass,  
  Organ, and Choir 
 

Ascension Thursday, May 21 
7:00 p.m. Cantata Vespers for the Ascension, 
  J. S. Bach’s Lobet Gott in seinen  
  Reichen with choir and orchestra 

BUILDING WORK UPDATE  
A Building Committee meets frequently to review, 
plan and then implement the work our building 
requires. Some done in-house and some hired out.  
This past month, the roofer is fixing the gutter 
and drain leakage on the west side of the building. 
 
Tuesday morning group continues to repair the 
tear out in elevator vestibule with 3 new vents, 
opening the top, repair and paint.   This group 
does multiple tasks—big and small to keep this 
building in good repair and looking nice.  Many 
thanks to them for all the work done and that 
they will continue to do and the money saved. 

PRAYER FOR THE POOR (ELW) 
God of compassion, whose Son became poor for our 
sake: Help us to see the face of Christ in those who 
are poor, and in serving them to serve you.  Give us 
generous hearts so that those living in poverty may 
have adequate food, clothing, and shelter.  By your 
Spirit move us to affirm the dignity of all people and 
to work for just laws that protect the most vulnera-
ble in society; through Jesus Christ our Lord, our Sav-
ior and Lord. Amen 
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+ PARTING SHOT +  
Meals Ministry bags of food line up, ready to go to out to kitchen tables! 


