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OFF WE GO! 
Members of SPR’s Building Committee gather with 
architects from The Cunningham Group and the 
crew foreman, project supervisor, and overseer 
from Langer Construction to sign the construction 
contract and agree on final plans for the renovation 
of the Bride’s Room into two new restrooms on 
the narthex level.  Langer Construction begins their 
work in February and will have the bathrooms (one 
handicapped accessible) largely completed by April 
1 (Easter).  Please pardon the dust while we enter 
into this exciting phase of our Capital Campaign! 
 Next up: The Building Committee has final-
ized plans with All City Elevator to replace the ele-
vator; that work will begin in May-June.  At the 
same time, they will be finalizing designs for the 
Youth Room, large classroom, and restored re-
stroom in the youth area, to begin very shortly.  
The Capital Campaign Finance Committee is work-
ing with the Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA 
to secure funding for this phase, and SPR is on 
track to begin many of these projects in the next 
few months.   

 

Easter  
AT  S T.  P A U L - R E F O R M AT I O N  

 

Please join us as we celebrate Jesus’ passing over 
from death to life during Holy Week and the East-
er Triduum: 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25: 
8:00 a.m.    Contemplative Eucharist 
9:00-10:15 a.m.  Youth Breakfast 
10:30 a.m.    Choral Eucharist 
 
Holy Mon. March 26, Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater 
7:30 p.m. Pergololesi’s 1736 masterwork  
  setting of Mary at the foot of the 
  cross. 
Holy Monday-Holy Wednesday, March 26-28: 
5:00 p.m.  Daily Holy Eucharist, West  
  Transept    
   

THE TRIDUUM  
Maundy Thursday, March 29: 
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Church 
 

Good Friday, March 30: 
Noon-3 p.m. Church open for Prayer  
7:00 p.m. Proper Liturgy for Good Friday 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter, March 31: 
7:00 p.m. Easter Vigil at Redeemer 
10:00 p.m. Festive Easter Reception  
 

Easter Sunday, April 1: 
8:00 a.m. Contemplative Eucharist 
10:30 a.m.  Choral Eucharist with Brass,  
  Organ 



 

IN EARLY JANUARY, the Evangelical Luther-

an Church in America released its “Draft Inter-
Religious Policy Statement” for comment by the 
Church (open until June 30).  In the near future, it is 
our hope to convene a small study 
group on this document to solicit 
feedback that can the be handed 
on to the drafting team, led by 
our own Bishop, Patricia Lull.  I 
am proud to say that at St. Paul-
Reformation, particularly during 
our Lenten LISTEN series, many 
members of this community are 
already doing the things that the 
statement calls for, and in so do-
ing, are expanding their under-
standing of how people of differ-
ent faiths can live together 
peacefully for the shared task of 
making the world a better place. 
 This “Social Statement” is 
one of many that the ELCA has, 
and understanding how these 
documents are formulated, re-
vised, and adopted goes a very long way in under-
standing what authority they have (and do not 
have) for the Church as a whole and for individual 
members of the Church.  This is a complicated pro-
cess, and indeed the formulation of “Lutheran Eth-
ics” is, at times, frustratingly difficult.  Realizing 
that many, many questions are not quite as simple 
as they appear, it is the understanding of the Lu-
theran tradition that very often difficult moral ques-
tions are ones that must be wrestled with.  Using 
the classic “both/and” of our Lutheran heritage, 
this means that sometimes things are very clear-
cut, and other times they are not.  This is difficult 
for a society that increasingly wants quick black-
and-white answers to questions.  It is also difficult 
for forces—both progressive and conservative—
that want rigid answers that are true in every cir-
cumstance. 
 The ELCA has produced Social Statements 
on a host of issues, with the overarching goal that 
they “...will guide the life of this church as an insti-
tution and inform the conscience of its members in 
the spirit of Christian liberty” (“The Church In Soci-
ety: A Lutheran Perspective”).  The understanding 
of “freedom of conscience” is an underlying theme 

in all of them, providing the individual with the 
tools that they need to make moral decisions.  The 
Church has issued Social Statements on abortion, 
care of creation, criminal justice, economic life, the 

death penalty, education, genetics, 
health and health care, peace, 
human sexuality, race, and the 
Church’s larger role in the socie-
ty. In 2019, the ELCA will consider 
an additional draft statement on 
“Women and Justice: One in 
Christ.” All of these are available 
on the ELCA’s website (if you 
want to read them).  Many of 
these begin with the Church’s 
acknowledgement that there are 
diversity of viewpoints from 
many people, and that it is the 
Church’s to provide overarching 
biblical themes that allow the in-
dividual to make moral choices.  
Themes like dignity, freedom, 
prosperity, equality, compassion, 
forgiveness, intelligence, responsi-

bility, and stewardship of God’s creation infuse all of 
them.  Some read these and think, “That’s nice, but 
what is the Church telling us to do?”  Answer: use 
the tools you have received in the Gospel to make 
the right decision that is consistent with how you 
understand the Kingdom of God announced in Je-
sus Christ. 
 Not all Christian communities form their 
ethics in this way, which can be frustrating when 
they deal with Lutherans.  Over time however, the 
wisdom of this approach becomes evident: situa-
tions are complex and require discernment. 
 This is why I am so happy that we are em-
barking on our Lenten LISTEN Series on 
“Encountering Challenge and Hope in Native Amer-
ican Stories.”  This is an excellent jumping-off point 
for several themes contained in the draft policy on 
inter-religious dialog, while at the same time a con-
versation starter for the very many members of 
this Church who identify as indigenous people.  To 
be sure, much of the history of Christianity in the 
United States has rested on assumptions that Na-
tive peoples must be converted and their culture 
stamped out.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“...use the tools you 
have received in  

the Gospel to  
make the right  

decision.” 
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SPR MEN OF FAITH Thursday March 1, 7:00 

p.m. ,Episcopal Church Homes, 1806 University 
Ave. Richard Wintersteen leads as we continue our 
conversation on the sustaining of a healthy and 
thriving congregation. You are invited to join us for 
this gathering of casual fellowship and discus-
sion. Our numbers are increasing and we invite you 
to share this time among good friends. For more 
info check with Lee Snook or Jim McGowan.   
 
QUILTING BEE for Charity Saturday, March 

10, 9:00 a.m. You can sew, ar-
range blocks, iron, tie layers to-
gether, cut fabric! Work on your 
own projects. Join in on the fun!  
Bring a snack to share. Coffee pro-
vided. Contact Gwen Peyton Jack-

son at gwennpjackson@aol.com.  

SPR YOUTH: PIZZA 
AND A MOVIE 
SPR Youth will gather on 
Sunday, March 11,  6:00 
p.m. to view (and discuss) 
The Truman Show 

(1998).  Pizza and drinks are provided, and we meet 
in the youth room.  Please enter by the Oxford Side 
door; all youth grades 7-12 are welcome! 
 
PALM SUNDAY 
YOUTH BREAK-
FAST: MEET ME AT 
THE DINER  
SPR Youth will again host a 
breakfast for all on Sunday, March 25, 9:00 to 10:15 
a.m.  This is the main youth fundraiser for the year 
and proceeds go to help fund our youth ministry as 
well as the delegation that SPR will send to the 
ELCA Houston Youth Gathering in July.  Volunteers 
are needed to help and can contact Pam Peyton at 
Ppeyton@travelers.com. 

SHERIDAN STORY + In efforts to continue 

outreach to our community, SPR will be joining 
forces with J. J. Hill School and “The Sheridan Sto-
ry” to provide bridge packages of food every Fri-
day afternoon to students who are at risk of not 
having enough to eat over the weekends.  Each 
Friday, the Sheridan Story sources, packs, and 
sends bags of food to J. J. Hill (paid for by SPR), 
and volunteers discreetly slip these bags into the 
backpacks of students who have signed up for the 
program and identified by the school principal and 
social worker.  Various culture-specific options are 
available for students, and as we begin this work, 
we hope to expand this work to include other part-
ner congregations around us.  Each Friday, two vol-
unteers are needed to go to J. J. Hill School for 
about an hour and a half; this is easy work that 
makes a huge difference.  Can you help us in this 
work?  Please e-mail Diane Aase at 
cdaase@gmail.com  to take a Friday; sign-ups are in 
the narthex. 

The Spectrum Published Monthly 
St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
100 Oxford St N St. Paul, MN 55104 
Issue: Volume 38 #3 

 The message of the Gospel also frees us 
(there is that theme again: freedom…)  to tell the 
truth about complicated pasts, to repent of those 
pasts, and to be renewed in listening to authentic  
Expressions of Native Christianity.  This promises to 
be a fascinating and illuminating time of learning 
and listening; I hope that you can join us for some 
of these sessions. 
 It is our hope that this will be viewed within 
the larger narrative of Lutheran ethics, and particu-
larly in this season of the Church’s life as we pre-
pare to read, learn, and comment on the ELCA’s 
draft policy on Interreligious dialog.  We do not 
erase our distinct baptismal identity as Christian 
people to enter into that conversation.  Instead, 
we embrace it more fully, realizing that all interreli-
gious dialog begins and ends in places of authentic-
ity and honesty.  Please watch for more infor-
mation as we prepare to enter into some brief 
study on this document; it can be accessed here: 
 

www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-
Religious-Relations 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck 
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We are so excited to see the capital campaign 
funds being used! The renovations to the old Hallie 
Q. Brown area are beautiful and will make a very 
inviting offices for The Singers who will be renting 
them starting in April.  The auditorium space has 
new LED lighting which makes the area much 
brighter and will be more cost efficient.  Work has 
also begun on the new bathrooms off of the nar-
thex.  These improvements are aesthetically pleas-
ing and meet our goals of accessibility.   
 We welcomed new council members Mike 
Banks, Judi Fluger and Luke Hanson. 
 Scott Hanson gave his final financial report 
as treasurer.  A big thanks to him for his two years 
doing this work.  Judi Fluger was elected as the 
new treasurer.  Our new accounting system is 
working exactly as it should and will make all as-
pects of managing the finances much less 
work.  We ended the month of January with a defi-
cit of $2,866 due to the fact we paid a large num-
ber of one-time expenses.   
 The music program, both choir and bells, is 
doing a stellar job under the direction of Sr. Sta-
cie.  Besides using her hands on the musical instru-
ments, she had an opportunity to use them bowl-
ing with ten of our youth and parent Tom 
Webb.  Monthly youth events are in the works!     
 Many parents are taking advantage of hav-
ing Anna Mehus working in our nursery during the 
10:30 liturgy.  The nursery is available for children 
five-years and under and it is staffed by Anna and 
a church member. 
 A task force has been formed to develop 
the youth position job description and move for-
ward with hiring a part-time staff.   
 Pastor, Jean Milton and Deb Horne will be 
accompanying Nadia Ramirez and Max Rouillard-
Horne to Houston in July for the ELCA Youth Gath-
ering.  A one-week arts and writing day camp is 
planned for June 18-22.   
 The five-week L.I.S.T.E.N. Series will be 
held in conjunction with the Wednesday Lenten 
worship and soup suppers.  This year's topic 
is "Encountering Challenge and Hope in Native 
American Stories" and well-known lecturers 
will lead the discussions.  You wouldn't want to 
miss this!  The Sunday morning adult forums are 
also a wonderful learning opportunity. 
 We began working with the Sheridan Story 

to help twenty-five food-insecure students at J. J. 
Hill Elementary.  Diane Aase has recruited volun-
teers to put food packages in the students' back-
packs that they can take home to provide food for 
the weekend.  We are also supporting 
this worthwhile program monetarily. 
 The sanctuary project has secured an attor-
ney who will represent Dorcas through her second 
court date.  Her first date is May 10.  Though ISAI-
AH is not involved at this point, a St. Paul Sanctu-
ary Coalition is very active and lending support to 
one another.  We have received some financial 
support from other congregations. 
 The racial justice task force held a gathering 
showing a powerful documentary, By the  River I 
Stand.  It told the story of the Memphis garbage 
workers strike and Martin Luther King, Jr.'s final 
speech in Memphis. 
 A quilt made by our group of quilters was 
featured on a lamp post by the ice palace during 
the Winter Carnival.  This fun group meets one Sat-
urday a month and is open to new folks. 
 
Submitted by Deanna Sande, Secretary 

MATCHING FUNDS FOR  
SANCTUARY 
Through the generosity of two donors, St. Paul-
Ref. has been issued a matching challenge of 
up to $13,000.00 (for a hoped-for total of 
$26,000.00) to help fund our budget as we sup-
port our sanctuary family.  The donors will 
match dollar-for-dollar up to 13K between now 
and Easter Sunday, and your help is needed; 
we can get there!  Will you consider making a 
gift to this important work?  You can follow 
progress on the thermometer in the narthex to 
see how we’re doing!  There is an envelope in-
cluded in this issue of The Spectrum that you 
can send in to help out with this effort; you can 
follow the progress on the thermometer in the 
narthex.  Additionally, you can donate online at 
www.stpauref.org and following the link to our 
donation page. 
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LENT  

 

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS through March  21 
with a full program of prayer and learning: 

 5:30-6:25 p.m. + Lenten Soup Suppers, lower 
auditorium 

 6:30-7:00 p.m. + Holden Evening Prayer, 
church    

 7:00-8:30 p.m. + LISTEN  
 

*SOUP SUPPERS   5:30-6:25 p.m., followed by 
Holden Evening Prayer in the Church.  Sign-up 
sheet for soup and bread is in the narthex, and 
whoever makes the best soup will win the Golden 
Halo!  Please join us in the Lower Auditorium for 
this relaxed time of fellowship.   

 
LENTEN DEVOTIONALS + Available  in the nar-
thex.  This year’s devotional comes to us from 
Augsburg Fortress and is titled You Are The Way.   

Our 5 week Lenten “LISTEN” Series “Encountering 
Challenge and Hope in Native American Stories” is 
Wednesdays, through March 21, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Na-
tive American speakers will lead discussions on the 
complicated history of Native Americans in the 
State of MN, the response of religious institutions 
to that community, and how Native populations 
can be strengthened.  Growing out of ongoing par-
ish conversations on race and diversity, this LISTEN 
series is our third annual inter-faith time of learning 
centered around theological and historical ques-
tions meant to engage the religious imagination 
and broaden perspectives.   
Speakers in March: 
7 The Church, Faith, Doctrine of Discovery, and The 
People : Pastor Joann Conroy 
14 Historical Trauma and Its Effect on Native Minne-
sotans; Pastor Kelly Conroy 
21 Native Language Revitalization, Resilience and 
Hope:  Jewell Arcoren 

In January, ISAIAH launched a bold initiative,  
Claiming Our Voices, by which people of faith in 
MN are claiming their moral and faith voice in the 
political arena. This begins a year-long-journey to 
ensure that the 2018 legislative session and the 
next Governor are accountable to moral clarity 
guided by an ISAIAH authored agenda of faith, jus-
tice and inclusion.  
 Declared our commitment to bring it to the 

2018 state conventions and inserting it at the 
center of MN politics.  

 Feb. 6: 1000s of ISAIAH leaders went to the 
caucuses and 500, 5 from SPR, committed to 
become Faith Delegates to the state conven-
tion. Others are backing the 500. 

  Dozens of SPR members participated in this 
grass roots effort to transform politics in MN. 

  The next step in the process is the Senate Dis-
trict Conventions in March. Thank you to all 
SPR members who are participating in this 
bold journey.  

Submitted by Ed Stuart 

 

Sister Stacie’s Bowl-O-Rama was a success!  Here, several of our 
SPR Youth Gather at the Ran-Ham Lanes to try their best left-
hook.   



 

PERGOLESI STABAT MATER  
CONCERT   On March 26, Holy Monday, at 

7:30 p.m. our very own section leaders Claudia 
Finsaas, soprao, and Mary Kate Maney, alto, will 
present a concert of Giovanni Battista Pergolesi’s 
Stabat Mater. Pergolesi’s family name 
was actually Draghi, but he was given 
the nickname Pergolesi because of 
the area in Italy where his ances-
tors resided. Pergolesi was born in 
1710 and died of tuberculosis at 
the young age of 26 in 1736. He 
was a successful composer of 
opera, especially a comic opera 
genre called “opera buffa.” His 
style was the cutting edge of the 
new and fashionable in Italy. Students of the histo-
ry of opera might remember the famous “Querelle 
des bouffons,” a pamphlet war between critics 
who preferred the older serious style of French 
opera written by the likes of Lully and Rameau to 
this new-fangled opera coming out of Italy. Not on-
ly Reformation-era theologians used pamphlets to 
argue the merits of opposing sides of a debate!  
Stabat Mater was commissioned in 1736 by a con-
fraternity that held an annual Good Friday medita-
tion in honor of the Virgin Mary. It is written for al-
to and soprano soloists and a small string group 
accompanied by organ. I have enjoyed working on 
the accompaniment. The music spans the styles of 
the Baroque and Classical eras. I have a hard time 
keeping in mind that Pergolesi was composing this 
music the same time J.S. Bach (1685-1750) was 
composing because it sounds so much more like 
later music. The second movement, a soprano solo 
called “Cujus animam gementem” (“Through Her 
Heart, His Sorrow Sharing”) sounds like it could 
come from any early 18th-century opera. At the 
same time, Pergolesi was certainly conversant in an 
older, more conservative style of sacred music be-
cause some movements, like the opening “Stabat 
Mater” duet, sound like they could have been writ-
ten by someone before Bach.  
 “Stabat Mater Dolorosa” is a 13th-century 
hymn that depicts the suffering of Jesus on the 
cross and Mary’s own suffering as she watches her 
son die. The poem has 20 three-line stanzas. The 
first two lines of each stanza rhyme with each oth-
er. The third line of each pair of stanzas rhyme, a 
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poetic device none as tail rhyme. Pergolesi’s set-
ting of the poem is not the expected 20 move-
ments because he sometimes includes more than 
one stanza per movement. He doesn’t necessarily 
choose to bind together into one musical move-

ment the stanzas that share a tail 
rhyme, though. So far I haven’t been 

able to discern a pattern in wheth-
er he chooses to set a single stan-
za or combine several together. 
Come to the concert on March 26 
to find out whether I ever find a 
pattern! It will be an evening of 
lovely, meditative music for Holy 
Week. 
 

Sister Stacie’s Consecration 
Sister Stacie’s consecration as a Minister of Word 
and Service in the ELCA will be held here at SPR on 
Sunday, March 18 at the 10:30 worship service. The 
Deaconess Community is meeting in their Annual 
Assembly at Mount Olivet Retreat Center at that 
time, so they will be joining us for worship. Get 
ready for the influx of about 50 deaconesses! 
Sheer Grace has been a recipient of Deaconess 
Community mission grant money, so the Deacon-
ess Community is excited to worship in a congrega-
tion that shares a heart for mission and social jus-
tice! Our own bishop Patricia Lull will be visiting our 
companion churches in Guatemala, so Bishop Terry 
Brandy from Eastern South Dakota Synod will be 
here to preside.  The worship service will be fol-
lowed by a luncheon to which all are invited.  

  

 

 

 

G IOVANNI  BATTISTA  
PERGOLESI ’S  

Stabat  
Mater 

 
Holy Monday March 26, 7.30 p.m 

 

Sr. Stacie Lightner, conductor 
Mary Kate Maney, alto  

Claudia Finsaas, soprano 
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MARCH LITURGY   
VOLUNTEERS AT 10:30 A.M. 

Ministry Scheduler Pro has scheduled volunteers for 
the liturgy as follows; please see below as to when 
you are scheduled based on your preferences.    
  

Third Sunday in Lent March 4 
Dorcas Adedigba, Margaret Schuster, asst. minister 
Marilyn Harder, Matt Entenza, lectors 
Kristen Damberg, Lee Lundin, Katie McKee and 
Matthew Webster, greeters/ushers 
Max Rouillard-Horne, cantor 
Ruby Beckman, acolyte 
TBD, communion assistant 
John Johnson, coffee/treats  
 
Fourth Sunday in Lent March 11 
Andrés Albertsen, Ben Winkler, asst. ministers 
Sunday School, lectors 
Kristen Damberg, Tim and Sandy Iverson, greeter/
ushers 
Claudia Finaas, cantor 
Jose Daniel Batres Pearson, acolyte 
Tony Hedlund, communion assistant 
Ed Stuart, coffee/treats  
 
Fifth Sunday in Lent March 18 
Kaj Reinholdt, Victoria Smith, asst. ministers 
Jackie Kennedy, Gary Sande, lectors 
Jim McGowan, Katie McKee and Matthew Web-
ster, Deanna Sande, greeter/ushers 
Carsten Slostad, cantor 
Carlos Ramirez, acolyte 
Leo Treadway, communion assistant 
Alice Swan, coffee/treats  
 
Passion of Our Lord/Palm Sunday 
March 25 
Andrés Albertsen, Aaron Brown, asst. ministers 
Diane Aase, Lois Gehrman, lectors 
Chuck Aase, Anne and Jim Halgerson, greeter/
ushers 
Brian Ingasbe, cantor 
Analigia Batres Pearson, acolyte 
Cheri Gohr, communion assistant 
Teresa Ortiz, Carla Hagen, coffee/treats  
 
 

MARCH ADULT FORUMS 
Every Sunday at 9.10 a.m. in Tidemann Hall 

Safe Spaces for All: Breaking the 
Cycle of Violence, Jessica Owen, In-
digenous Women’s Life Net + The 
Indigenous Women’s Life Net 
(Project) is an outreach project of 
the Minneapolis American Indian 
Center that works with native wom-

en and families living in situations of domestic vio-
lence.  Through case management, housing, and advo-
cacy, their goal is to break the cycle of violence. 

 
The Holy Feast: The Mysticism of 
Food, Dr. Patricia Beckman, St. 
Olaf College + Trish Beckman is 
professor of Religion at St. Olaf 
College, and has done extensive 
work on the mystical theology of 
food in Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam.  When is lunch more than 

lunch, and when is the food that God provides heaven-
ly?  Come and find out (food provided!). 

 
Creating Sisterhood: Islamic 
Women Reclaiming the Narrative, 
Nausheen Hussain, Reviving Sis-
terhood + RISE is an organization 
that seeks to empower Muslim 
women’s ability to impact their 
communities by showcasing 
changemakers, trailblazers, and 
leaders in the Muslim community 

working for social justice.  Founded by Nausheena 
Hussain, RISE is making a real impact for good. 
 

Luther, Feminism, and the Cross, 
Dr. Deanna Thompson, Hamline 
University + Deanna Thompson’s 
book “Crossing the Divide: Lu-
ther, Feminism and the Cross” 
explores the meeting of Luther-
an and feminist theology.  Where 
do these two theological schools 
meet, and how do they challenge 

(and inform) each other for the mutual enrichment of 
both? 

3.4

3.11 

3.18 

3.25 



 

 
THE GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neigh-

borhood Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate 
help to those in need.   When you are out shopping , please con-
sider buying an extra grocery, gas or store card  to drop in the 

offering plate on Sunday. 
 
As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, we will receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the 
month. You are welcome to contribute to this fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on 
the usher’s table in the narthex or the Givelify app. Every little bit helps! 

Good Samaritan 
Fund Progress 
Balance: $ 326 

 ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS TO DATE: $105  
“Your generous gifts make it possible for ELCA World Hunger to work with churches and com-
munities as they identify and tailor solutions to  hunger and poverty, including multi-year pro-
jects in water, micro-loans, livestock, health, agriculture, advocacy and more. Together in an ex-
citing and challenging time we are doing what none of us can done alone.  As the ELCA, we are 
accompanying, providing and encouraging until all are fed. Rev. Daniel Rift, Director 

 
HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS: $ 624 
FEEDING OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS - Frigid weather has returned and heating bills  
have stretched tight family budgets.  Our neighbors are looking to stock their pan-
tries with dinner items: rice, pasta, pasta sauces, beans, canned fruits and vegeta-
bles, stews and soups, spices, tuna and other canned meats.  Both the Hallie Q 
Brown Food Shelf and the St. Paul-Ref Good Samaritan Fund continue to an increase 

of requests for food assistance.  Total received for the Souper Bowl $490 
Please consider one of the following: 
* buy extra dinner items and bring to SPR and place in the food basket  
* buy a grocery card and place in either the food or offering basket 
*contribute to the SPR Good Samaritan Fund. 

PRAYERS  + Please remember in your prayers all 

those sick in mind, body, or spirit:  especially  Jackie 
Kennedy, George Staples, Kay Bonzcek, Doug Mer-
chant, Kaj Reinholdt, Susie Adams, Lee Snook, 
Randy Beard, Dick Kennedy, Shirley Heyer, Tony 
Hedlund, Synovia Colbert, Anna Swenson-Seleen, 
Fern Mackey, Denine Harrell, and Louise Benson; 
those who are homebound: Gertie Jochum.  
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Shear Grace 
ministry began 
August 2016, 
offering free 

haircuts to homeless families at The Family Place in 
downtown St. Paul.  That fall we served 18-20 chil-
dren and adults with haircuts in an afternoon.  As 
time went on, scheduling and time issues just didn't 
work anymore with only 5-10 cuts being done.  Af-
ter consulting with the staff at The Family Place, we 
decided to offer the ministry in the summer months  
only when the families are at the center all day.   
 

Please turn to page 3  to read about Sheridan Story 
and our outreach to students and families at J J Hill 
Montessori School across the street from SPR! 



 

BIRTHDAYS 
01 Paul Lindell, Russell Rent  
03 Pasy Bitrus , Rachel Poppleton, Jan Swenson,  
05 Michael Banks , Ava Osano,  
06  Carlos Ramirez,  Dan Zielske  
07  Kaj Reinholdt 
12 Carol Hamlin  
13 Karen Hanson, Kathy Thomforde  
14 Lee Snook  
15 Jackie Kennedy 
16  Susan Adams ,  
18 Gary Reetz, Sonya Schober-Johnson,  
 Joshua Sima, Hunter Wollitz  
20 John Rent  
26  Peter Moe , Max Rouillard-Horne  
29 Lee Lundin  
30 Dale Anderson ,Dick Kennedy  
31 Kim Zlimen  
 
ANNIVERSARIES 

01 Jim & Marilyn McGowan;  
 Jeffery Flynn, & David Kohn  
03 Barbara & Douglas Merchant 
24 Kris n & Sco  Grandt  
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BIBLE MATTERS   
Because the Bible does 
matter, you are invited to 
engage the Book of Faith 
with the Bible Matters 
Group. Use these  lection-
ary readings for each week at home and join an 
engaging group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00 
a.m. at church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck.   
 
March 4 Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25;  
John 2:13-22 
 
March 11 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3,17-22; Ephesians 2:1-
10; John 3:14-21 
 
March 18 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12; Hebrews 5:5-10; 
John 12:20-33 
 
March 25 Palm Sunday/Passion of Our Lord 
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Mark 14:1-15:47 

Little ones at SPR listen intently to the SPR Puppeteers; Members of SPR gather for a pre-show gathering at “The Cardboard Piano” at the 
Parksquare Theatre; and the (former) Bride’s room after demolition begins to make way for two new restrooms on the narthex level. 



 

UPDATE ON “THE 
SINGERS” + For the last 
several months, SPR has 
been in negotiations with 

“The Singers,” a professional choir in the Twin Cit-
ies, to house their offices in the former Hallie Q. 
Brown Foodshelf space.  “The Singers” will move 
into this space in April, and we are excited to wel-
come them, as this both generates income for the 
parish and fulfills our mission to support communi-
ty organizations.  This space has recently been ren-
ovated (not a part of our Capital Campaign) to 
make room for them.  You can learn more about 
The Singers at www.singersmca.org. 
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QUILTERS WORK ON DISPLAY An Under-
ground Railroad sampling was on display at Rice 
Park for the Winter Carnival and other festivities 
from 1/25-3/3. Take a walk and enjoy the art. 

SUMMER EVENTS 
Learning For All Ages! 

SPR WRITING AND ARTS CAMP + SPR 

is in the initial stages of working with various arts 
organizations (including writers from The Loft, 
Minneapolis, and various theaters) to lead a Writ-
ing and Arts camp, exploring creative writing and 
theater as a vehicle to tell our stories.  This will run 
June 18-22, and we are still working out details.  
Please stay tuned, but plan on joining us now! 
 
TWO THEATRE CAMPS  
We welcome back Sarah Cromer and the Tir-Na-
Nog Irish Theatre for elementary age kids August 6
-10 and Sarah will have another theatre camp the 
week of July 16 –20.  More information will be in 
the April newsletter on times and costs. 

  
SUMMER  
LYCEUM SERIES  
SUMMER LYCEUM SE-
RIES: PAUL AND IMMI-
GRATION,  Wednesday 
evenings in June and July 
members of SPR are invit-

ed to gather for our Summer Lyceum learning se-
ries.  More information will be in the April newslet-
ter, but please plan now to join us! 

 
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING + SPR will 

send a small but mighty delegation to the ELCA 
Youth Gathering in Houston along with about 50 
other youth from the St. Paul-Area Synod.  Our 
Youth Breakfast will go to support this work, and 
we are excited to join with thousands of other Lu-
theran young people from around the country in 
service and learning.  Stay tuned for an update! 

 
ANNUAL  
SERVICE AND 
PICNIC: 

Sunday July 22 will be the celebration of the 135th 
anniversary of this faith community.  The Liturgy 
and potluck picnic will be at the Como Park Picnic 
Pavilion.  Mark your calendars! 

Lyceum 
SUMMER LEARNING AT ST.  

PAUL-REFORMATION 
Members of the SPR Sunday school gathered on Transfiguration Sun-
day to decorate our “Alleluia” Banner, that was then buried.  It will 
reappear on Easter Sunday! 
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Palm Sunday Youth Breakfast 

 SUNDAY, March 25: 9:00-10:15 a.m. 
 
 
 

Please join us for our annual breakfast, a  
fundraiser for SPR youth.  wonderful foods 

await your taste buds: 
 

Egg Bake...mmm!   Bacon...Yum! 
 
 

Hungry Yet?  C’mon Down! 
 OUR FOOD 

IS DIVINE 
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