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The Spectrum items, articles and columns need to
be to the Parish Office by
the 12th of the month preceding publication.
The
Spectrum goes to the printer on the 15th of the
month, and this date is
hard and fast.
Articles
received after the 12th may
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the newsletter.

About fifteen youth from St. Paul-Reformation’s Confirmation class gathered on December 9 at the
Mall of America for “Confirmation Reformation,” exploring themes of consumerism, excess, and image. Here, half of SPR’s group gathers with Pr. Karsten Nelson from Our Redeemer, whose youth
group also participated. SPR is one of eight congregations of the St. Paul Area Synod participating in
“Confirmation Reformation.”

EPIPHANY
IS SUNDAY,
JANUARY 6
Normally this Festival
day falls during the
week, but once every seven years,
we get it on a Sunday. Join us as
we celebrate the arrival of the magi and the “making known” of Jesus to the world. Chalk to bless
your house will be handed out as
well as the official announcement
of the date of Easter...Happy
Epiphany to all!

MLK
BREAKFAST
2019
Building Bridges for a
Bold Dream
An annual Minnesota tradition,
the General Mills Foundation as
well as UNCF will present the
MLK holiday breakfast on Monday, January 21, 2019. The 7:00
a.m. Summit– University breakfast will be held this year at
Mount Zion Temple 1300 Summit
Ave, 55105. Keynote Speaker is
Don Lemon, anchor of CNN Tonight and a CNN correspondent.
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ONCE EVERY SEVEN YEARS, Epiphany—a as the traditional letters of the Magi’s first names
major festival day—falls on a Sunday. This is one (“Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar; again, not recsuch year, and some background on this day may orded in scripture). The words also stand for the
help you to prepare for it in a way that you hadn’t Latin “Christus Mansionem Benedicat,” or “Christ,
before, as well as to find in it blessings that you had
bless this house.” It is this part that is of
not previously known.
far more importance than the tradition
The word “Epiphany” means
itself; namely, that in the “appearance”
“made manifest,” “made known” or
of Jesus to the world, houses—and
“appearance.” Sometimes it is called
thereby our own lives—are blessed.
the “Theophany” (particularly in the
After Epiphany worship, you too
Eastern Churches), a word that
will be given a piece of chalk (and
means the same thing. The day
instructions!) to go home and
celebrates the arrival of the magi,
bless the door of your own house
and Jesus’ showing forth to them
with
these
same
words
his salvific purpose. The magi
“20CMB19.” And hence a more
“So many people
represent the gentiles, and in
important question: who in your
their arrival to Jesus with their
life will enter through your doors,
come
tromping
gifts, they show that salvation
and how are they a blessing to
comes to all, not just some. The
you and to others; how do they
through the doors
magi (the scripture does not say
need to be blessed? In this Epiphthat there were three, or that looking for a blessing. any season, in which blessings
they were kings of any type, or Do not withhold your are “shown forth,” how might
that they were wise) are shadowy
unexpected
blessings
come
blessing
from
them,
figures who were probably starbounding through your door begazers of some kind, scanning the
fore next Epiphany?
or
refuse
to
receive
heavens for signs that—so anPart
of
this
is—of
cient cultures believed—were
course—being open to the signs
theirs.”
heralds of changing political
around this. After all, the magi
winds.
could not have traveled to BethEpiphany was originally more important to lehem had they not been looking; stars, yes, but
the Christian tradition than Christmas, and for this even more importantly, for signs from God that
reason, we are always in the process of recovering were making themselves known. I have written to
its theological significance, often eclipsed by the you often that these signs are in our midst. Somemuch-more-popular nativity narrative twelve days times (I suppose…) they are unusual, like stars.
before. Epiphany is always celebrated precisely But more often they are hiding in plain sight: teentwelve days after Christmas, on January 6. age mothers who are struggling with their someThroughout the season, specific stories are read times-boyfriend to care for their baby, refugees
that “show forth” Jesus’ divinity and miraculous fleeing “Herod’s jealous doom” as the Christmas
power: his baptism in the Jordan, always celebrat- hymn says. Epiphany is the promise, too, that they
ed the Sunday after Epiphany; the miracle at Cana; will find the signs that they seek in well-wishers
and finally the Transfiguration on the mountain from afar (far away lands, far away classes, perwith Moses and Elijah.
haps just the other side of the street that might
All of this is interesting to historians, but seem like a world away) who come to show them
some of the customs into which you will be invited honor. So many people come tromping through
in this season might have more to say about its sig- the doors looking for a blessing. Do not withhold
nificance than the historical background. For in- your blessing from them, or refuse to receive
stance, this Epiphany, we will (as every year) begin theirs. And, a warning, too: sometimes these blessthe liturgy by inscribing the lintel of the door with ings will not be easy. They will be hard in their
“2+0+C+M+B+1+9,” a reference to the year as well birthing and—just like the story of Jesus’ birth—
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not appear at first to be any blessing at all, but rather a gigantic headache. Who wants angels showing up with positive pregnancy tests, or stargazers
bringing useless baby gifts? Sometimes the blessing takes a while to appear; sometimes, it’s
“making known” comes only after the fact.
So, this year, we will again chalk the door at
SPR as a reminder of what has appeared in our
midst and the God who has been made known
more fully in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. People we have not met will walk under it in the coming year. You will, too. All together, we will pass
under this inscribed year and the blessing of Epiphany: “Christ, bless this house!”
May God bless you richly in this great season of Christ’s epiphania!
Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck, Senior Pastor

SPR MEN OF FAITH GROUP + Join us
Thurs. Jan. 3, 7:00 p.m. at the Episcopal Homes on
University Ave. All the men of SPR are invited to
join in a casual 90 minute of sharing and conversation. For more info call Lee Snook (651 785-8124)
or Jim McGowan (651 641-1217).

QUILTING BEE for Charity
Saturday, Jan. 12, 10:00 a.m. You
can sew, arrange blocks, iron, tie
layers together, cut fabric! Work on
your own projects. Join in on the
fun! Bring a snack to share. Coffee
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provided. Contact Gwen Peyton Jackson at
gwennpjackson@aol.com.

CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES: YOU
SMELL BARN + SPR will head to the Ames
Center for the Arts in Burnsville on Saturday, January 26 at 3:00 p.m. You can sign up in the narthex
starting January 1. The performance will be at the
Ames Center in Burnsville.

THE PARISH ANNUAL MEETING will
be held on Sunday, January 27 following the 10.30
liturgy. Approval of the budget, reports of committees, and election of a new parish council are all on
the agenda. A potluck lunch follows, and you are
invited to bring a dish to share.
SPR member Matthew Webster and
daughter
Meg
joined a small but
mighty crew for
“Parents’
Night
Out.”
On the
menu:
popcorn
balls! Meg is now a
master
popcorn
ball maker...and is
happy to share her
secret recipe and
the tricks of the
trade with other
members of SPR!

A special thank you to all the parents, children, and families
who supported SPR’s annual Christmas Pageant on Sunday,
December 9! A rousing success, the pageant was a wonderful
reminder of the meaning of Jesus’ birth among us.

COUNCIL CORNER

AS 2018 COMES TO A CLOSE, December
offered us many varied worship experiences and
ways to celebrate our Savior’s birth. The Sunday
school Christmas program was outstanding. St.
Nicholas and Krampus were a hit with young and
old alike. With the advent tea, choir and bells and
the instant Christmas pageant involving congregants we were enriched by the joy of the season. Many thanks to our staff and our talented volunteers!
On the business side of things, Judi Fluger brought the council up to date on the current
financial position which shows we expect a
slight deficit at year end. She is preparing the 2019
budget and making plans for the audit. Pledges continue to come in and we are thankful that
$271,000 has been pledged which is $20,000 over
2018. Matt Webster researched different banks
and we have moved our accounts to Bank Cherokee on Grand Avenue. Matt is also reviewing insurance coverage with different companies. We need to add water coverage. Randy
Beard has activated the nominating committee. Other council members are developing staff
job descriptions.
Janis Pikal, our temporary
bookkeeper, is now volunteering her time with
us. We are thankful for her work.
The Singers have moved out of the rental
space. The foundation repair to the southeast corner will be done in the spring after the ground
thaws. After that the mold remediation is completed, a musical group, HerVoice, will rent that
space. Reconciling in Christ will rent one of the alcoves in the lower auditorium which will be enclosed by a wall. The rental to Jazzercise is going
very well. Previously we had voted to put
the Jazzercise income into the endowment fund,
however, we reversed that decision and will put it
into the general operating fund. This decision will
be revisited at year's end. Pastor reported we can
look forward to the new baptismal font being installed in January.
The confirmation class held their December
large group session at the Mall of America and
learned about the ethics of spending money versus
just simply buying things. Of the other seven
churches involved, SPR has the most youth! We
expect to start a new session of The Way
soon. The Lenten LISTEN series will cover the topic
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"Faith in a Secular Age." Our adult forums on Racial Equity have been excellent as have those on
other topics.
Submitted by Deanna Sande, Council Secretary
ON THE EVENING OF DEC. 13,

volunteers from SPR went to the Sheridan Story
warehouse in Roseville to assemble meal bags that
are placed in the backpacks of local school children
on Fridays so that they will have a source of nutrition over the weekend. We learned that they assemble different bags based on students’ tastes
and needs. We were helping create the “mobile
bag,” which contains ready-to-eat food that
doesn’t need to be cooked. Some of us put yellow
stickers to indicate these contents on the biodegradable bags into which the food is placed and
others helped fill the bags with granola, canned
tuna or chicken salad, and canned fruit and veggies. The bags were then placed in boxes and put
on palates to get distributed. We were there with
other church and community groups. Added excitement was created by a film crew from Folgers,
present because the Sheridan Story just received a
$25,000 grant from them. Keep your eyes on Folgers videos in the future and you might see some
SPR volunteers in action!

Members of SPR gathered to help pack over 18,000 meals for
school children in need throughout the Twin Cities. Hunger
remains a major problem for school children in the metro area,
and these meals go to bridge the weekend gap.
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STEWARDSHIP, SPR’s 2019

LABYRINTH + Through the

Stewardship Campaign “Create In
Me A Grateful Heart” was a great
success! Thank you to all who
returned your pledge cards and all
who give. As of the middle of December, we have seen an increase in
the number of pledges as well as the actual dollars
committed toward ministry; a full report will be
included at the Annual Meeting, but signs are certainly promising for the growth of ministry here at
SPR. Forgot to return your pledge card? Never
fear! We’re happy to get you another, and these
regularly trickle in until the end of January. Please
do return your card; it is an essential part of our life
together as we plan for the budget and get an accurate forecast of how money will be spent on various ministries and initiatives within the congregation.

generous donation of a member of
SPR, we were able to install a Labyrinth in the West Transept on the
floor. Eighteen feet across, it is an
exact replica of the labyrinth at
Chartres Cathedral in France. What is a labyrinth?
It is not a maze (you cannot get lost in it…), but is
instead a very ancient tool that Christians have
used for centuries to help them pray. With careful
steps upon entering the labyrinth (with socks!), the
journey to the middle mimics the journey to God’s
heart. Occasionally however, we will have times
when the Church is open and you can come and
walk the labyrinth with others. You are invited to
stop by, take one of the cards explaining how to
use the labyrinth as a tool of prayer, and walk it.
Never fear...you cannot do it wrong, and you might
even discover some things along your journey! This
is a great way to prepare for Christmas...try it!

DONATE TO SPR USING YOUR
SMARTPHONE! Great way to donate
whether you are at church or out and
about! Now you can give from anywhere in the
world! It’s fast, easy, and secure. Search your app
-finder for “GivePlusChurch,” download it, click
“sign up,” and follow the instructions. You can
donate to either the Good Samaritan Fund or the
Parish General fund (in addition to your regular
pledge). Give it a try! Thanks to all who are using
this quick and easy way to donate.

2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES are in the
narthex for both those who pledge and members
who do not pledge. Please note that if your entire
pledge is given using “Simply Giving” you do not
receive envelopes. Also note that if your envelope
number was previously 101-150 you will find that
you have a new number under 100. Due to more
members using Simply Giving we are able to order
fewer offering envelopes. If you do not find your
envelopes, please contact Jennifer in the office at
office@stpaulref.org.

ISAIAH Convention Claiming Our Voices 2019. On Jan. 19, 11 a.m.—4 p.m. join people of faith with political boldness as we launch our 2019 work . Through our collective work, we have developed our vision for what is possible for Minnesota
through our Faith Agenda and created a mandate for bold leadership toward creating a caring economy and a democracy that honors every person's dignity.
We will reflect on and celebrate what we have accomplished and who we
have become, prepare ourselves to lead on our 2019, Faith Agenda and engage our legislative officials on
leading together to make our agenda a reality. Agenda: radical civic inclusion by getting driver’s licenses and
restoring the vote for all residents; creating a caring economy with quality and affordable childcare/
eldercare, paid family leave and sick time; climate justice and planet; and quality, affordable and accessible
Healthcare for all.
All constituencies of our powerful multifaith, multiracial, state-wide organization will participate in
this event including: Muslim Coalition, Black Church Collective; Latinx Coalition; Sanctuary Network; Kids
Count on Us Childcare centers; our Greater Minnesota places of worship in Willmar, St. Cloud, Rochester and
Northfield as well as our metro churches and mosques. Minneapolis Convention Center. Refreshments, Fellowship & Registration 9:30-10:30 am. REGISTER TODAY at http://bit.ly/cov2019.
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Light in the Darkness:

low, behold. This hymn bridges the liturgical time
from Epiphany through Lent and Easter as we are
Epiphany Hymns by Women Writers
invited to follow Jesus as the disciples were invited
At this time of year when days are short and we long
from our daily lives, through the “hill of anguish” and
for the sun, is it any wonder that hymns for the time
on to the “garden bliss” of Easter. We
after Epiphany are filled with images of
receive the assurance that there we also
the radiant Son? Let’s take a look at four
will “burn and brighten” with our resurtexts written by women writers that can
rected Lord. We have the assurance
strengthen us for these short winter
that the dark times will dissipate and
days and long winter nights. In “Light
light will come again.
Shone in Darkness” (ELW 307), Delores
Finally, “The Only Son from
Dufner (b. 1939), a nun who resides at
Heaven” by Elizabeth Cruciger (1500St. Benedict’s Monastery in St. Joseph,
1535) goes all the way to the very first
Minnesota, gives us three brief stanzas
Lutheran hymnal, the Enchiridion, pubchock full of imagery of light. She rein Erfurt, Germany in 1524. Cruminds us of two times in which God’s
“We sing about lished
ciger was born to a noble family in prelight has illuminated the world, and a
sent-day Poland and entered an abbey
third time when God has promised the light shining at the
as a nun while still a child. She learned
light will shine again. We sing about
creation of the about the Lutheran movement, conlight shining at the creation of the
verted, and moved to Wittenberg in
world, about light shining at the new world...longing for
1524. Her daughter, also named Elizacreation when Christ rose in glory to
justice and
beth, married Martin Luther’s son
overcome death, and about our groanHans. “The Only Son from Heaven” reing as the body of Christ, longing for transformation.”
minds us of the prophecies telling of
justice and transformation and full creJesus, of his birth and vanquishing of
ation even as the light continues to shine in our darkdeath. Let stanza 3 serve as a prayer for this dark
ness.
time of year:
“Arise, Your Light Has Come!” (ELW 314) is a
Awaken, Lord, our spirit to know and love you more,
similarly pithy hymn, full of exhortations to rememIn faith to stand unshaken, in spirit to adore,
brance and response. Ruth Duck (b. 1947) is an orThat we, through this world moving,
dained pastor in the United Church of Christ and a
each glimpse of heaven proving,
professor of worship at Garrett-Evangelical Theologimay reap its fullness there.
cal Seminary. Each stanza of this hymn begins with
the same command: “Arise, your light has come!” May God bless your singing in this Epiphany Season!
Almost every sentence after that is also a call to ac- +Sister Stacie Lightner, Cantor
tion: to free the prisoner, comfort those who mourn,
bring good tidings to the poor. Perhaps this hymn
can serve as a reminder that sometimes action can
be a remedy to the sluggish dark times, and that
helping reflect God’s light in the world is our proper
response to the light we ourselves have received
from God.
“Come, Beloved of the Maker” (ELW 306), by
local hymnwriter Susan Palo Cherwien (b. 1953), begins with the comforting news that we are God’s beloved children. This hymn is less active than the previous two, inviting us to see Jesus “crowned in glory
like the sun.” There are still lots of command verbs in A full house gathered on Sunday, December 16 for the latest in
this text, but they are more contemplative: see, fol- SPR’s conversation on racial justice. Here, Gwen Jackson helps
to lead the discussion on equity, privilege, and economics

H A P P E N I N G S

JANUARY ADULT FORUMS
Adult Forum begins runs every Sunday at 9:10 a.m. in
Tidemann Hall; it usually lasts about an hour; please
join us for our autumn slate of speakers:
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JANUARY LITURGY
LEADERS 10:30 A.M.
Ministry Scheduler Pro liturgy volunteers:

Epiphany of Our Lord January 6
Continuing the Conversation: Healing, Reconciliation, and the Challenge of Racial Justice + SPR Racial
Justice Team + Please join us as
our parish conversations on race,
privilege, and equity continue.
Our conversations on Racial Justice have been a popular topic of conversation, so arrive early to get a good seat!

Ryan Heckman, Victoria Smith, asst. ministers
Pat Graham , Doris Ikier, lectors
Eric Sorum, cantor
Pat Graham and Doris Ikier, Brian Olson, Kristen
Damberg, greeters/ushers
Alton Proctor, Chloe Proctor, Nadia Ramirez, Ian
Matenaer, acolytes
Dorcas Adedigba, communion assistant
Brian and Bonnie Olson, coffee/hospitality

A Table On Wheels! + Deacon Kari
Olson, Shobi’s Table + Deacon Kari
Olson has started a new call with the
St. Paul Area Synod, working with
Shobi's Table, a mobile food truck
that delivers simple meals to those
living on the margins in the City of
St. Paul. What are the challenges and opportunities of
this ministry, and how is Shobi's Table bringing the
Church's table out into the world...on wheels?

Baptism of Our Lord January 13

1.6

1.13

Making the Golden Years...Golden +
Mark Skeie, Vital Aging Network +
Mark Skeie serves as the Executive
Director of the Vital Aging Network,
an organization that seeks to enrich
the lives of seniors, promote self determination and advocacy, and creative positive outlets
to make use of the gifts of seniors in our community. What makes the "golden years" "golden" at
all? And, how is the vocation of late life different than
our vocation at other times?

1,20

Faith That Frees: Breaking Down Barriers and Opening Doors + Rabbi Aaron Weininger, Adath Jeshrun Congregation + Aaron Weininger is the
first openly gay Rabbi ordained in
the Conservative Jewish Movement.
How has his journey of faith informed his ministry, and
how might the ancient wisdom that Jews and Christians
share continually challenge us to be open and affirming
to people of all sexual orientations?

1,27

Luke Hanson and Jessa Anderson-Reitz,
asst. ministers
Sunday School Students, lectors
Max Rouillard-Horne, cantor
Dorcas Adedigba, Eldora Pearson, Deanna and
Gary Sande, greeters/ushers
Grant, Kaydee, Tanner. Rouillard-Horne,
Claudia Hanson, acolytes
Cheri Gohr, communion assistant
Horne/Rouillard Family, coffee/hospitality

Second Sunday after Epiphany, Jan 20
Kaj Reinholdt, Aaron Brown, asst. ministers
Lois Gehrman, Tony Hedlund, lectors
Mike Banks, cantor
Beth Benson, Anne and Jim Halgerson, Jan
Swenson, greeters/ushers
Abby Hanson, acolyte
Cheri Gohr, communion assistant
Horne/Rouillard Family, coffee/hospitality

Third Sunday after Epiphany, Jan 27
Andrés Albertsen, Ben Winkler asst. ministers
Diane Aase, Matthew Webster, lectors
Eric Sorum, cantor
Chuck Aase, Cheri Gohr, Lee Lundin, Katie McKee,
greeters/ushers
Joie Voss, acolyte
Kathy Thomforde, communion assistant
Diane and Chuck Aase, coffee/hospitality

C O N N E C T I O N S
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GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neighborhood Good Samaritan
Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate help to
Fund Progress
those in need. When you are out shopping , please consider
Balance: $2,000

buying an extra grocery, gas or store card to drop in the offering plate on Sunday.
As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, we receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the
month. You are welcome to contribute to this fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on
the usher’s table in the lower auditorium or the GivePlusChurch app. Every little bit helps!

ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS TO DATE: $ 677
“With your generosity to ELCA World Hunger, you stand full of the Spirit and wisdom in the
church’s 2000-year tradition of caring for neighbors in need. Thank you for your strong commitment to this signature ministry of the church. Receive in return our prayers for your ministry and
our hands stretched out to you in blessing. Together we can go farther, together we will be
transformed in the Spirit and in relationship with each other, our partners and communities
around the world. Until all are fed, Rev. Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World Hunger

HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS: $ 1923
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS - Winter is here and family budgets are strained by purchases of boots, coats, mittens, hats as well as Christmas Presents! As kids have breakfast and lunch at school, please donate dinner items: canned pastas, canned stews and
meats, mac and cheese, dry pastas, rice, canned fruits and vegetables. Food assistance
needs are increasing.
Please consider one of the following: * buy extra dinner items and bring to SPR and place
in the food basket * buy a grocery card and place in the offering basket

PRAYERS

Please remember in your prayers all
those sick in mind, body, or spirit: especially Jackie
and Marilyn Heiple, Dick and Jackie Kennedy,
George Staples, Doug Merchant, Kaj Reinholdt,
Susie Adams, Lee and Lois Snook, Randy Beard,
Shirley Heyer, Tony Hedlund, Synovia Colbert, Anna
Swenson-Seleen, Fern Mackey, Laura and John
Heille, Denine Harrell, and Louise Benson; those
who are homebound: Gertie Jochum and Evelyn
Stampley.

CARDS AND LETTERS + Cards and letters
are appreciated (and encouraged!) to Tristen Baier,
especially at this Christmastime. You can write to
Tristen at the following address:
Tristen Baier, OID 257858
Minnesota Correctional Facility—St. Cloud
2305 Minnesota Blvd. SE
St. Cloud, Mn 56304
Thank you—your care makes a difference!

In the spirit of SPR’s Capital Campaign, several of our little ones
constructed an impressive edifice during the nursery. The
nursery is open every Sunday with our nursery attendant, Regina Martinez. Stop by and say hello!
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BIRTHDAYS
02 Anne Halgerson
04 Don Colbert, Anna Matenaer
08 Elizabeth Adedigba, Gary Sande
09 Nancy Seleen
10 Jeanne Entenza, Vicki Ostendorf, Ani Zlimen
11 Sandy Iverson
13 Jon Stevens
19 Al Oertwig
29 Krisi Matenaer
21 Juan Ramirez
23 Louise Beckman, Tom Dunn
24 Rich Gehrman
25 Judi Fluger, Eldora Pearson, Chris Thomforde
27 Nadia Ramirez
30 Kris Stevens
31 Alma Maki

ANNIVERSARIES

BIBLE MATTERS
Because the Bible does
matter, you are invited to
engage the Book of Faith
with the Bible Matters
Group. Use these lectionary readings for each week at home and join an
engaging group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00
a.m. at church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck. Bible
Matters is on hiatus on Jan 2 and resumes on
Wednesday January 9.

Epiphany of Our Lord January 6
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Baptism of Our Lord January 6
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29: Acts 8:14-17;
Luke 3:15-17; 21-22

17 Karen and Scott Hanson

INSTALLATION OF NEW FONT + SPR
will begin installation of the new Baptismal font in
late January into February, and we are thankful to
St. Paul Fabricating and Design, the liturgical artisans who are making it. Watch for more details as
we celebrate this major installation in February!

Just in time for Christmas, St. Nicholas and his entire retinue
visited St. Paul-Reformation for the children’s sermon on Sunday, December 9. The shoes of children of all ages were filled
with chocolate coins and clementines, and children were able to
visit with the saint. Happy Christmastide to all!

Second Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 52:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19;
1 Corinthians 12:21-31a; Luke 4:14-21

Not to be outdone by St. Nicholas, SPR’s littlest ones gather
each Sunday in the Youth room for basic music instruction with
member Eldora Pearson. These little ones will sing during the
liturgy during the Christmas Season, and often they make use
of instruments, hand movements, and other motions that help
them learn!

H A P P E N I N G S
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COMING ATTRACTIONS
FOR FEBRUARY...
SOUPER BOWL OF
CARING FEB 3 + For 29 years,
the Souper Bowl of Caring has called
attention to hunger in the United
States. Over 143 million has been raised to help,
and we will again give to this effort on S(o)uper
Bowl Sunday, February 3. Please be generous!

THEOLOGY ON TAP: YOUNG AUDLT
L.I.S.T.E.N. SERIES TAKING SHAPE + GATHERING FOR ST. PAUL REF! + SPR
SPR’s Lenten Listen Series is taking shape, and this
year the topic will be “Faith In A Secular Age.”
These run every Wednesday during Lent, beginning
March 13.

Members of SPR gathered for Wine, Cheese, and Trees! On
Thursday, December 13. An annual tradition, the trees are lit on
Christmas Eve to proclaim that Jesus is the light of the world.

is quickly reaching (blessedly!) capacity on our
young adults, age 20-40. This is great news and a
sign of growth in the congregation. To that end,
we invite any members of this age demographic to
join us for Theology on Tap, a new program that
SPR will be starting that will visit various brew
houses and service agencies in the Twin Cities. At
each gathering, we will discuss one random theological topic, and think together about how we can
be faithful disciples of Christ...while having a beer
(just ask Luther if you doubt this is a thing…). Not
only this, but we will also gather in February for a
service project to help make the world a better
place. Our first gathering is being planned now.
Interested? We’d love to hear from you:
pastorpatrick@stpaulref.org. Watch for further
details as we get this launched!

A fine looking crew from St. Paul-Reformation traveled to Orchestra Hall to hear the Minnesota Chorale and Minnesota Orchestra perform Bach’s “Christmas Oratorio.”
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Two groups of carolers headed out into the world on Saturday December 15 to bring good cheer and fellowship to members of SPR who are unable to regularly attend. Here, “Group One–North” joined Don and Novi Colbert to visit and sing
carols. Merry Christmas to all!

