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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
The Building Committee is receiving finalized bids 
on the Elevator and narthex-level bathroom; we 
expect that, particularly in the case of the (two) 
new restrooms on the narthex level, work will be 
able to proceed quickly once a final bid is received.  
The architectural proposal for these new bath-
rooms (located in what is now the Bride’s Room) 
are posted on the narthex windows.  Please have a 
look!  
 Meanwhile, the Parish Council is preparing 
the paperwork, applications, etc. to the Mission 
Investment Fund (MIF) of the ELCA to secure the 
loan.  Constitutionally, a loan cannot be procured 
without a vote of the congregation, and so—when 
some firmer numbers come in from contractors, 
liturgical consultants (we have interviewed three of 
them), lighting designers, etc., a firmer number will 
be presented to the congregation for a vote.  This 
may occur in several stages; i.e., a vote to proceed 
with the narthex-level bathrooms at the Congrega-
tional meeting in January; another to proceed with 
the elevator at a later date; another to proceed 
with the sanctuary work at a later date, as plans 
continue to find form and numbers continue to 
shake out. 
 We are making progress...stay tuned! 

Thanks be to 
God! 
St. Paul-Reformation’s Capital Campaign “Building 
our Future, Preserving Our Past” has been a suc-
cess, having raised (at the time of this publication) 
approximately $630,000.00.  This number is well 
within the range that was projected by our feasibil-
ity study over a year ago, and we are so thankful 
for all the contributors and friends who have do-
nated to this effort.  Thank you! 
 
I haven’t given yet...but still want to! 
Never fear!  You can still give to the Capital Cam-
paign, and the above number does not reflect a 
final number.  If you have not returned your pledge 
card...you still can.  Just drop it in the e-mail, or 
even faster, drop an e-mail to office@stpaulref.org 
indicating your pledge total (spread over three 
years).  We will help you from there, and it will be 
quick and easy—we will help you get it all squared 
away! 
 
What can I give? 
You can still give gifts of cash, appreciated stock, 
or gifts out of 401(k)/IRA distributions (which, 
based on your age, may have significant tax ad-
vantages to you).  Need help?  Again, we’re here to 
help...e-mail us at office@stpaulref.org, and we’ll 
get you all set up (or call: 651-224-3371). 
 

CELEBRATION BRUNCH 
To celebrate the success of SPR’s Capital Cam-
paign, there will be a catered Celebration Lunch 
after the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 

28.  Lunch is free, but you do need to sign up, and 
there are two ways you can do this:  
 a.) sign up on the sign-up sheets in the  
 narthex starting January 1;  
 b.) Sign up online at www.stpaulref.org 
 (simply click on the opening slider).  This link 
 will be included in the weekly e-mails start
 ing in January, so you can register that way, 
 too.  Join us as we give thanks to God! 



 

IT IS A MORAL AND RELIGIOUS SCANDAL 
that anyone should go hungry in the richest coun-
try on earth.  And, hunger statistics in the United 
States are staggeringly large: 15.8 million house-
holds in the US suffer “food insecuri-
ty” (a nice way of saying 
“hunger”), while a further 6.3 
million individuals in our midst 
suffer extraordinary food short-
ages.  It is probably no surprise to 
you that many, many of those 
who suffer hunger in the United 
States are children. 
 In January, SPR will be 
hearing during our Adult Forum 
from “The Sheridan Story,” a non
-profit organization in the Twin 
Cities that partners with local 
schools to pair up 
“sponsors” (i.e., churches, other 
civic organizations) with a school 
community who, in turn, identify 
children in their midst who are 
faced with “food insecurity” over 
the weekend.  The need arose when teachers at 
Sheridan Elementary School (hence the name…) 
realized that children were hoarding food on Friday 
afternoons to take home for the weekend so that 
they would have something to eat. 
 Sponsoring organizations, in turn, provide 
funds and volunteers to go into schools on Friday 
afternoons and deliver pre-packed bags of food to 
children discreetly by slipping the bags into their 
backpack.  All of this is done with great care so as 
not to add further stigma to those already facing 
challenges.  The child goes home, and for $3.19, 
hunger is avoided until Monday morning. 
 The Sheridan Story is something that SPR is 
looking into as one way that we can be of help to 
our immediate community.  While the details are 
still be worked out, we may end up working with J. 
J. Hill School (who does not yet have a sponsor), or 
the St. Paul Public School Charter School of Record-
ing Arts (High School) very near the intersection of 
Lexington and University.  As I write this to you, we 
are looking for ways to join our efforts to those of 
other communities of faith who might join us in this 
effort.  You will be hearing more about this as we 
move towards defining more clearly SPR’s involve-

ment in this process, but I am hopeful that as we 
do, you will give some consideration to volunteer-
ing once a month to help out with this wonderful 
(and important) work. 

 And, that is certainly one aspect 
of our work together as followers 
of Jesus Christ.  But another, and 
just as important part of this task, 
is asking the question as to why 
this situation even exists to begin 
with.  We do well to be asking 
uncomfortable questions about 
systems of inequity, inequality, 
and economic disparity that cre-
ate a culture where: a.) hunger 
exists at all; and, b.) where it is 
tolerated as a normal part of our 
life together.  The latter of these 
is the great moral scandal; to 
Christian people, hunger is simply 
an intolerable and unacceptable 
condition—for both individuals 
who suffer from it and societies 
that allow it.  This must change.  

Our task is twofold: to be asking the larger ques-
tions of “why,” and the more micro questions that 
alleviate present suffering now.  One of these two 
aspects, without the other, is an incomplete vision 
of Christian social ethics. 
 So, as we give some prayerful consideration 
to working with The Sheridan Story, I am hopeful 
that you will join me in doing some serious thinking 
about the ways—both seen and hidden– that hun-
ger is present in our immediate neighborhood and 
how we might strengthen our community so that it 
is addressed.  This might be as simple as getting a 
child or a family through the weekend, so that they 
and us—together—can ask the larger questions 
bout why such inequity exists at all.   
 As in all things, we do such work because 
we claim to be followers of Jesus Christ.  “Sharing” 
as a Christian virtue is replete throughout the Gos-
pels, and certainly was a vision of community that 
is laid out quite explicitly in the book of Acts.  I am 
reminded of the words of St. Francis of Assisi: 
“Start by doing what is necessary, then do what’s 
possible; soon, you will be doing the impossible.”  
Good words to live by!   
Peace, Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“...to Christian people, hun-
ger is simply an intolerable 

and unacceptable  
condition—for both  

individuals who suffer  
from it and  

societies that allow it.” 
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QUILTING BEE Quilting Bee 

for Charity Saturday, January 13 , 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at SPR. You 
can sew, arrange blocks, iron, tie 
layers together, cut fabric! Come 
with your own craft projects. Join in 

on the fun and the conversation! Bring a snack to 
share. Coffee provided. Contact Gwen Peyton Jack-
son at gwennpjackson@aol.com.  
 

SPR MEN OF FAITH Thursday January 4 , 

7:00 p.m. at Episcopal Church Homes, University 
and Fairview.  Our meetings are open to all mem-
bers and friends of SPR.  Join us and enjoy the live-
ly conversations we share on a wide range of top-
ics that engage the interest of Christians. 

THE WAY: THIRD COHORT BEGINS 
IN JANUARY + SPR has now had two cohorts 

of “The Way,” our program for new members of 
this community, those interested in being bap-
tized, and anyone else who would like to have a 
refresher in faith.  Beginning January 14 and going 
every-other Sunday night through Holy Week, we 
gather for a meal in Tidemann Hall at 6:30 p.m. and 
are done by 8:00.  This is a pattern based on the 
ancient Christian Catechumenate (process of adult 
formation), and it is open to all.  Sr. Stacie Lightner 
will lead this cohort as part of her new duties in 
Adult formation.  Interested?  E-mail us at: pas-
torpatrick@stpaulref.org 
 
TWIN CITIES RIC SERVICE will be held 

on Saturday, January 20 at 4:30 p.m. at Edina Com-
munity Lutheran Church (4113 W. 54th St. Mpls, 
55424).  All are welcome to join in this community 
celebration for the coming year! 
 
 

28TH ANNUAL 
MLK HOLIDAY 
BREAKFAST 
MONDAY,  
JANUARY 15  
7:00- 9:30 a.m. + Sum-
mit-University St. Paul 
location: Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer 285 Dale St N 
General Mills Foundation and UNCF present an 
MLK Holiday Breakfast at the Minneapolis Armory 
Center to celebrate the life and legacy of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.  Our location features a live 
broadcast of the event including Keynote Speaker, 
David Oyetokunbo, a British-Nigerian actor and 
producer; a hot breakfast and local programming. 
Join us for these inspiring community celebrations. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY JAN. 28  
Following the 10:30 a.m. liturgy.  The congregation 
will take up normal budgeting matters as well as 
matters related to the Capital Campaign/Building 
Committee.  Your input is important, and all con-
firmed members have a vote.  A catered lunch will 
be served afterward as we celebrate the work that 
we have done together to “Build our Future and 
Preserve our Past!”  Please note: you do need to 
sign up for the free catered lunch, which you can 
do in the narthex starting January 1 or online (see 
page 1, or the weekly emails)  Join us! 
 
EVER BEEN INTERESTED IN THE 
THEATRE AND ACTING? 

Then join the new SPR Reader’s 
Theatre Ministry. We will begin 
by just gathering and reading 
plays as a group for our own 
enjoyment. What plays to read 
will determined by consensus 
of the group. Eventually, for 
those interested, we might con-
sider doing reader’s theatre 

performances (no memorizing!) – liturgical dramas 
in the sanctuary and maybe even full evenings of 
performance. We’ll see what the group decides. If 
you’re interested in a new way of socializing and of 
being creative, let Randy Beard know: 623-872-6245 
or randybeard@hotmail.com. Beginners are wel-
come! 
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 COUNCIL CORNER  
 We had a wonderful Christmas celebrating 
Jesus' birth.  With the Sunday school program, Ad-
vent Tea, choir and bells, and the Instant Christmas 
Pageant involving congregants, we had many ways to 
worship and experience the joy of the season.  Many 
thanks to our staff, Pastor Shebeck, Sr. Stacie, Pastor 
Doughty and Ben Winkler, and our many volunteers! 
 Treasurer Scott Hanson is working on the 2018 
budget to be presented to the congregation at the 
January 28annual meeting. Stewardship pledges con-
tinue to come in, however, we still have some catch-
ing up to do. In 2017, 89 households pledged 
$261,000. Currently, we have 71 households pledging 
$246,000 dollars. The Singers will rent the old Hallie 
Q. Brown space. They have requested Radon testing 
that is pending. Also, the rent has yet to be negotiat-
ed. The new phone system is operational and there 
are no kinks. We are on track to use the new financial/
membership software on January 1; ICON CMO, has 
very effective training staff.   
 Our new child care worker, Anna Mehus, is 
staffing the nursery along with a volunteer.  It is avail-
able for children five and under 9:00—11:45 a.m.   
 A letter of congratulations has been sent to 
the Sanctuary Team thanking them for their amazing 
work in settling Dorcas and her family.   A lawyer has 
been assigned to handle Dorcas’ case. Permission has 
been granted to move the case from Texas to Minne-
sota, which is a good sign.  Shear Grace has experi-
enced a sharp decrease in customers and is suspend-
ing operations. Current plans are to relaunch the pro-
gram next summer. Investigations are underway to 
work, during the academic year, with Sheridan Story, 
an organization that provides weekend food packag-
es for food-insecure school students. An exploratory 
meeting is being held on January 14.  
 The ceremony dedicating a St. John's Bi-
ble print to honor Pastor Roger Mackey will be Jan.14.   
 A catered lunch is planned following the annual 
mee ng on January 28, as a celebra on of the success-
ful Capital Campaign.    
 A third estimate on the sanctuary renovation 
has been received. Council will need to vote on the 
building committee’s final proposal at our January 
mee ng. It will need to then be approved at the annual 
mee ng. 
 
Submi ed by Deanna Sande, Council Secretary 
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HELLO FROM PELLA NIGERIA! 
We have heard from our friends in our partner con-
gregation in Pella, Nigeria.  Foremost is the news 
they have a new pastor, Rev. Manassa Birma.  Like 
us, they have celebrated the 500-year anniversary 
of the Reformation.  And now, they have started 
planning the centenary celebration of the founding 
of the Lutheran church in Pella in 1921, and its ex-
pansion to the entire Kilba land and environs. 
 Many things are happening in Pella.  They 
are worshipping in the new church they started to 
build in 2008 which is now 95% complete.  It has a 
capacity to hold 1,000 people.  They need the 
space! 
 A few years ago, the church-operated 
health and maternity clinic were shut down.  Alt-
hough the town of Pella has two local government 
clinics, the church members would like to reacti-
vate its clinics as training grounds for women and 
youth skill acquisition in addition to the normal 
medical and maternity duties.  The Bible school, 
which trains catechists, is suffering some  set 
backs.  Discussions are on to convert it to a second-
ary school and a board has been set up by the Dio-
cese Bishop Rev. Bukata.  The public schools are 
overcrowded.  A private school has been started by 
Pastor Egla, the daughter of the retired medical 
health worker, and she is helping the children and 
their parents immensely. 
 The government is resurfacing the road 
leading into Pella from the main highway.  The gov-
ernment is also constructing a drainage system in 
Pella. 
 Pastor Falu, who visited three years ago 
with Paterson Bana and four others, send their 

Pastor Birma and his family send greetings to St. Paul-Reformation 
from Pella, Nigeria! 
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HAVE YOU RETURNED YOUR 2018 PLEDGE CARD? 
Every year, we depend on pledges to anticipate and prepare the Parish Budget for the upcoming year; 
we are unable to do this if you have not returned your pledge card.  So...if you have not returned your 
2018 Stewardship Pledge Card, or if the dog ate it, or if you need help filling it out, we are here to help!  
Simply call the parish office for a new one and we’ll get you all squared away; we can even record your 
commitment over the phone and simply send you a confirmation.  Every little bit helps, and giving gener-
ously is part and parcel of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  If you have not pledge in the 
past...this is the year to start!  Thank you—your gifts make a difference...for good!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT—Live from Bethlehem.  A wonderfully imaginative and well performed 
retelling of the Christmas Story.  Thanks to Deb Horne and Amy Rouillard and to all the Cast Members for your hard 
work, and dedication in rehearsals and the performance.  And thanks to those who drove kids to rehearsal, helped 
with lights, recordings, sound and action.  See you next year. 



 

EPIPHANY IS THE 
SEASON OF LIGHT 
We celebrate Jesus as the 
Light of the world, a 
hopeful thought during 
this time when days are 
getting longer. Our Old 
Testament readings focus 

on God speaking to different prophets like Samuel 
and Jonah. This theme of calling is also reflected in 
the Gospel readings, which focus on Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. We hear stories of Jesus calling disciples, 
and Jesus healing and casting away demons. Epiph-
any invites us to listen deeply for the things that 
God is calling us to be and do, an idea that might fit 
nicely with your New Year’s resolutions. But we 
know that God loves us as we are, and that we are 
enough. Samuel was only a boy (Jan. 14), Jonah 
was reluctant to deliver the message God had for 
the city of Ninevah (Jan. 21), some of the disciples 
were regular fishermen (also Jan. 21). Even Jesus, 
the Son of God, was incarnate in a humble place—
as Nathaniel asks Philip when he told him about 
Jesus, “Can anything good come out of Naza-
reth?” (Jan. 14) Epiphany invites us to see where 
light needs to shine into the dark places of our own 
lives and to spread that light into the world. But do 
it fast! Easter comes early this year, so Ash Wednes-
day falls on February 14. That gives us only six 
weeks in Epiphany before Lent begins. May the 
light of Christ shine in and through your lives! 
Sister Stacie Lightner 

RECOMMENDATION TO EXTEND 
CALL TO SR. STACIE LIGHTNER + The 

Parish Council in partnership with our Music Search 
Committee, voted to recommend to the congrega-
tion the call of Sr. Stacie Lightner as deacon; the 
proposal to call her in this role (serving as Cantor, 
with .25 work in formation) will be presented to 
the congregation at the Annual Meeting, January 
28.  Because this was largely an administrative for-
mality planned when Stacie began with us in No-
vember, the Parish Council appointed itself as call 
committee to make the recommendation, which is 
allowed by the Parish Constitution (C9.21).  We look 
forward to Stacie’s consecration this spring!  

G R A C E  N O T E S  6

Thanks to this hard working crew your Spectrum is 
folded, tabbed and labeled for mailing and despite 
paper cuts and a grueling task master there is shared 
laughter, stories and fun!    Thank you, thank you to 
this wonderful group.  Want  to join in on this once a 
month task, contact Jennifer in the office at 
office@stpaulref.org 

SHEAR GRACE CHRISTMAS TREE—Thanks for all the 
mittens taken and donations given to support families 
transitioning out of homelessness.  And thanks to the 
Quilters group for donating beautiful quilts made and 
sent with love and blessings.  Who is that behind the 
Christmas quilt? 
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JANUARY LITURGY   
VOLUNTEERS AT 10:30 A.M. 

Ministry Scheduler Pro has scheduled volunteers for 
the liturgy as follows; please see below as to when 
you are scheduled based on your preferences.    
  

Baptism of Our Lord, January 7 
 Aaron Brown, Margaret Schuster, asst. ministers 
Sandy and Tim Iverson, lectors 
Anne Halgerson, Lee Lundin, Katie McKee and Mat-
thew Webster, greeter/usher 
Carsten Slostad, cantor 
Ian Matenaer, acolyte 
Cheri Gohr, communion assistant 
John Johnson, coffee/treats  
 
Second Sunday after Epiphany, Jan 14 
Kaj’or Reinholdt, Leo Treadway, asst. ministers 
Sunday School students, lectors 
Kristen Damberg, Cheri Gohr, Anne and Jim 
Halgerson, greeter/usher 
Claudia Finsaas, cantor 
Pasy Bitrus, acolyte 
Leo Treadway, communion assistant 
Linda Dahlen, coffee/treats  
 
Third Sunday after Epiphany, Jan 21 
Jessa Anderson-Reitz, Luke Hanson, asst. ministers 
Lee Lundin, Jackie Kennedy, lectors 
Beth Benson, Tony Hedlund, Eldora Pearson,  
Gary Sande, greeter/usher 
Mike Banks, cantor 
Sam Eiken, acolyte 
Deanna Sande, communion assistant 
Lois Gehrman, coffee/treats  
 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, Jan. 28 
Luke Hanson, Victoria Smith, asst. ministers 
Alice Swan, Jessa Anderson– Reitz, lectors 
Chuck Aase, Kristen Damberg, Katie McKee and 
Matthew Webster, greeter/usher 
Brian Ingalsbe, cantor 
Alton Proctor, acolyte 
Jim McGowan, communion assistant 
Tom Webb, coffee/treats  
 
 
 

JANUARY ADULT FORUMS 
Every Sunday at 9.10 a.m. in Tidemann Hall 

Samantha Solberg, The College 
Possible Foundation + College 
Possible Minnesota coaches 
low-income students to enter 
post-secondary education, and 
serves 2,500 students and 
5,500 College students.  Join us 

as we hear about College Possible’s 
work to help propel students historically under-
served towards university. 

 
Andrés Albertsen, Hanging Out 
With Kirkegaard + SPR’s own 
Andrés Albertsen will tell us of 
his work at the Kirkegaard Li-
brary at St. Olaf College, where 
he is a scholar-in-residence.  

What did Kirkegaard have to say about God, and 
why does it matter these days?  Fall in love with a 
Dane(s), all over again...join us! 

 
Avivah Brown, The Sheridan 
Story + The Sheridan story 
helps to bridge “food gaps” 
by pairing sponsoring organi-
zations (churches) with 
schools to discreetly provide 
food for the weekend for 

children and families who live in hunger.  SPR is in 
the initial stages of seeing how we might partici-
pate in this work with one of our neighborhood 
schools and the Sheridan Story.  Come and find 
out more! 

Greg Finzell, The Rondo 
Community Land Trust + 
Two mixed-use afforda-
ble housing develop-

ments for seniors are going up 
on Selby, intended to retain the legacy of the his-
toric Rondo Community.  Come and learn about 
this project that is happening in our own back-
yard, and how the community has been invited to 
participate in its development. 

1.7 

1.21 

1.14 

1.28 



 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neigh-

borhood Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate 
help to those in need.  See page 9 for all the many and varied 
ways this fund has helped members and our neighbors in 2017. 
  When you are out shopping , please consider buying an extra 

grocery, gas or store card  to drop in the offering plate on Sunday. 
 
As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, we will receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the 
month. You are welcome to contribute to this fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on 
the usher’s table in the narthex or the Givelify app. Every little bit helps! 

Good Samaritan 
Fund Progress 
Balance: $ 1388 

 ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS TO DATE: $ 1228 
“Your generous gifts make it possible for ELCA World Hunger to work with churches and com-
munities as they identify and tailor solutions to  hunger and poverty, including multi-year pro-
jects in water, micro-loans, livestock, health, agriculture, advocacy and more. Together in an ex-
citing and challenging time we are doing what none of us can done alone.  As the ELCA, we are 
accompanying, providing and encouraging until all are fed. Rev. Daniel Rift, Director 

 
HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS: $  3156 
FEEDING OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS - Chilly weather has returned and the holidays 
have stretched tight family budgets.  Our neighbors are looking to stock their pan-
tries with dinner items: rice, pasta, pasta sauces, beans, canned fruits and vegeta-
bles, stews and soups, spices, tuna and other canned meats.  Both the Hallie Q 
Brown Food Shelf and the St. Paul-Ref Good Samaritan Fund continue to an increase 
of requests for food assistance.   
Please consider one of the following: 
* buy extra dinner items and bring to SPR and place in the food basket  
* buy a grocery card and place in either the food or offering basket 
*contribute to the SPR Good Samaritan Fund. 

PRAYERS  + Please remember in your prayers all 

those sick in mind, body, or spirit:  especially Steve 
Winfield, George Staples, Kay Bonzcek, Doug Mer-
chant, Kaj Reinholdt, Susie Adams, Lee Snook, 
Randy Beard, Dick Kennedy, Shirley Heyer, Tony 
Hedlund, Synovia Colbert, Anna Swenson-Seleen, 
Fern Mackey, Susannah Lyson Bender, Denine Har-
rell, and Louise Benson; those who are homebound: 
Gertie Jochum.  
 
Our prayers go with those who have died: Constance 
Smith, mother of Victoria Smith; and Elaine Hol-
labaugh, mother of Mark Hollabaugh. 
 
 
 

C O N N E C T I O N S  8

Shear Grace is going to partner with The Sheridan 
Story, a program that helps hungry children in the 
Twin Cities metro, for the remainder of the school 
year. We hope to begin that partnership in February. 
More information will be coming in January but we 
will need volunteers to help pack and distribute the 
food and some donations of money.  The haircut min-
istry is on hiatus until the summer of 2018 when we 
will again offer free haircuts at The Family Place 
homeless shelter. You can still make donations of 
socks, money or hygiene items to Shear Grace.  Those 
items are always in need. Thank you for your support 
of Shear Grace ministry! 



 

BIRTHDAYS 
01 Gabriel Ripley 
02 Anne Halgerson 
04 Don Colbert, Anna Matenaer 
07 Kimberly Brennan 
08 Elizabeth Adedigba 
10 Jeanne Entenza, Vicki Ostendorf, Ani Zlimen 
11 Sandy Iverson 
Steve Eiken 
13 Jon Stevens 
19 Al Oertwig 
20 Krisi Matenaer 
21 Juan Ramirez 
23 Louise Beckman, Tom Dunn 
24 Rich Gehrman 
25 Judi Fluger, Eldora Pearson, Chris Thomforde 
27 Nadia Ramirez 
30 Kris Stevens 
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BIBLE MATTERS   
Because the Bible does mat-
ter, you are invited to en-
gage the Book of Faith with 
the Bible Matters Group. 
Use these  lectionary read-
ings for each week at home and join an engaging 
group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. at 
church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck.   
 
Baptism of our Lord January 7 
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 
 
Second Sunday after Epiphany January 14 
1 Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;  
 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
 
Third Sunday after Epiphany January 21 
Jonah 3:15, 10; Psalm 62:5-12;  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 Mark 1:14-20 
 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany January 28 
Deuteronomy 18:152-0; Psalm 111;   
 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

ANNIVERSARIES 
01 Heather Mockler-Schardt and Craig Schardt 
03 Christine and Richard Schafer 
17 Karen and Scott Hanson 

 

DEDICATION OF PRINT IN HONOR 
OF PR. ROGER MACKEY PICTURE 

In thanksgiving for the ministry of Pastor Roger 
Mackey, the Parish Council has given a page of the 
St. John’s Bible to hang in the narthex; the illumi-
nated manuscript is the text of the Beatitudes 
(Matt. 5-7), and is by Calligrapher Thomas Ingmire.  
NEW DATE: We will dedicate this artwork on Sun-
day, January 14 after the 10:30 a.m. liturgy, and will 
be joined by Pr. Mackey’s family.  Please join us as 
we give thanks for his faithful service to the 
Church! 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND 2017 + Your 

giving has made a real, tangible difference to mem-
bers of St. Paul-Ref who have been in need of help: 
rental assistance, utilities, food and gas cards.  
 
And this Fund assisted 100’s of our neighbors with:  
*Food Gift Cards given to families who were “in-
between” on food shelf visits. *Gas Cards given to 
families “in-between” paydays.  *Housing Transi-
tions—stored items for family without permanent 
housing.  *Avoid Utility shut off—assist with all or 
some of the arrears. *Bus Cards for families need-
ing help to get to work, school, doctor appoint-
ments etc.  *Home needs—purchase items such 
as:  toiletries, toilet paper, clothes, all soaps, bed-
ding, school supplies, housewares, diapers and so 
so much more.  Home needs are requested 7 days 
a week! *Help as can with emergency rent or 
temp housing (motel) while working with others 
in the community to also provide or match the 
rent need.   *Auto repairs so people can get to 
work, school etc.  2017 Donations to Dec 10: $11, 596  



 

FEBRUARY COMING  
ATRACTIONS… 
 
YOUTH SEEKING DONATIONS SOUPER 
BOWL SUNDAY FEB 4   Did you know that Su-
per Bowl Sunday is the 3rd largest eating day in the 
U.S. Today, the number of Americans living in pov-
erty affects more than 16 million children. So, give a 
dollar or two or more to local hunger.  Your gifts 
will be given to hungry neighbors, through Hallie Q 
Brown Food Shelf during the March Campaign.  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGIES + Wednesday, 

February 14 at 7:00 p.m.  Confessions will be heard 
starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Church; Holy Commun-
ion with the Imposition of Ashes will follow. 
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS + Will be available start-
ing February 1 in the narthex .  This year’s devotion-
al comes to us from Augsburg Fortress and is titled 
You Are The Way .   
 

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS begin on Wednes-

day, February 21 with a full program of prayer and 
learning:   

 
*SOUP SUPPERS are every Wednesday  during 
Lent starting February 21, 5:30-6:25 p.m., followed 
by Holden Evening Prayer in the Church.  Sign-up 
sheets will be in the narthex by mid-January, and 
whoever makes the best soup will win the Golden 
Halo!  Please join us in the Lower Auditorium for 
this relaxed time of fellowship.  Please note: there is 
no Soup Supper on Ash Wednesday, February 14.   
 

*LISTEN SERIES is cooking.  Watch for an-

nouncements as we get closer to Lent! 
 

*CHOIR SCHEDULES  Will adjust during the Len-
ten season for the soup supper and the Evening 
Prayer.   

 
YOUTH AND FAMILIES—plans are afoot 

look to the February newsletter and January week-
ly emails for info. 

H A P P E N I N G S  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARENT’S NIGHT OUT 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
??????? 
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St. Nicholas visited the children of SPR on December 3 with Rupert 
(Max Rouillard-Horne) and Krampus (Alton Proctor).  As part of this 
Advent tradition, all children were invited to leave their shoes in the 
narthex, which were filled with clementines (below) and chocolate 
coins.  See you in a year, Nick! 

Sixteen of our SPR children (below) gathered for “Parent’s Night Out” 
on December 8; together, we had dinner, made some delicious pop-
corn balls, built gingerbread houses, and watched a few Christmas 
classic movies.  Same time again...next year! 



Santa
Claus

❆ Real Beard ❆
❆ Twinkling Eyes ❆
❆ Affordable Rates ❆

Leo Treadway
651-646-7717
let@mtn.org

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to
support your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin,
please contact J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the
church bulletin and create strong connections with your target
audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

WHY 
ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas 

featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols 
and a reading of the Gospel of 
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby! 

Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Aaron Brown 
REALTOR®

WWee  SSeellll  MMoorree……
BBeeccaauussee  WWee  DDoo  MMoorree!!

Call/Text:
(612) 616-0733
Email:
aaron@aaronbrownhomes.com

1002466 St Paul Reformation Lutheran C www.jspaluch.com                                                       ForAds: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Stay in the Home You Love!

651-278-7352
www.jacksongohear.com

$200 off with this ad

St. Paul Automotive
Complete Care For Every Make & Model

• BBB & Angie’s List

• Customer Lounge & Wi-Fi

• 24 Point Inspection

• 24 Mo./24000 Mi. Warranty

• Courtesy Rides Available

• Family Owned

651-298-0956
910 Randolph Ave. St. Paul



 

NON PROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
TWIN CITIES MN 
PERMIT No. 517 

The Spectrum Monthly Newsletter 
St Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
100 Oxford St N  
St. Paul, MN 55104 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

O MORNING 
STAR, HOW FAIR 

AND BRIGHT! 
 

Join us as we celebrate Epiphany 
with our annual Epiphany Reception 
and liturgy following.  Each person 
will be given chalk to take home to 
bless their own homes.  Please bring 
an appetizer or dessert to share. 
 

Friday, January 5 

 
 

Reception: 6:00 p.m. at St. Clement’s 
Episcopal—901 Portland Avenue, St. Paul;  

Liturgy at 7:00 p.m. at St. Clement’s 

TWIN CITIES RECONCILING IN 
CHRIST CHAPTERS GATHER ON 

Saturday, January 20 at 
4:30 p.m. at Edina  

Community Lutheran 
Church 

for the annual RIC Sunday liturgy. 
The Rev. Margaret Kelley of Schobi’s  

Table preaches, and a soup supper  
follows.  Join us as we recommit to the 

work of GLTBTQ inclusion in the ELCA...all 
are welcome! 
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