
 

FEBRUARY 2017 

THOM AND  
PATTY RETURN  

FEB. 11 
Thom West and Patty Lacy return to St. 
Paul-Reformation on Saturday, February 
11, 5.30 p.m. to present a recital of African
-American Spirituals, Gospel Music, and 
much-loved hymns.  This is now the third 
year that Thom and Patty have presented 
here, and their incredible musical gifts 
are not to be missed. 
 Thom West is one of St. Paul’s fin-

est jazz pianists, and has long been associated with the Walker-West Music Academy on 
Selby.  Patty Lacy is a jazz vocalist who has performed throughout the Twin Cities; she is a 
long-time resident of the Rondo neighborhood of St. Paul.  This concert is free and open 
to the public; a reception follows, and a free-will offering will be taken.  Please join us! 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
UPDATE 
Thank you to all who participated in our Capi-
tal Campaign Feasibility Study; a great many 
members of SPR participated in this study, 
and we are thankful to all who took the time 
to speak with Mark Davys & Associates.  The 
results of the Feasibility Study are available 
two ways: a.) you may read a summary of the 
study, which is available in the narthex or 
online; or, b.) you may read the full feasibility 
study on the parish website.  Mark Davys has 
recommended that SPR proceed with its Cap-
ital Campaign, and that the congregation has 

the capacity to raise between $6-800,000.00.  
These are good numbers, and we are excited 
for what the future holds for this work.  As 
part of our ongoing preparations, the Build-
ing Committee has interviewed numerous ar-
chitectural firms, narrowing it down to three.  
In late January-early February, this team will 
be visiting various projects, checking refer-
ences, and refining this process even further, 
hopefully able to announce a firm soon.  This 
firm will then be charged with producing ini-
tial drawings/renderings to be used in the ac-
tual Capital Campaign.  Stay tuned for more 
information as we move ahead! 



 

AS MANY OF YOU KNOW, WE HAVE FO-
CUSED on several MET goal areas at St. Paul-

Reformation in the past three years.  A reminder: the 
MET Goals (Ministry Exploration Teams) were discerned 
goals of the congregation for its long-term 
growth.  Five areas were identified (Liturgy 
and Music, Faith Formation, Steward-
ship, Social Justice, and Community 
Building).  And, rather than do all of 
these at once, we have—instead—
chosen to focus on one each year.  
2016 brings to a close new initiatives 
in Social Justice, and in 2017, we move 
to the building of a strong communi-
ty. 
 What is community?  That ques-
tion can be answered in many ways, 
and sometimes I hear that parish 
churches “do not reach out to their 
neighborhood.”  Perhaps, but the im-
mediate geographic neighborhood is 
only one way that we can—in this cur-
rent age of interconnected communi-
ties—define the word “community.”  
Many people participate in many 
different communities: the Church, 
their children’s school, even the bowl-
ing league.  And many communities 
are no longer constrained by the immediate proximity 
of their center.  People can (and do) participate in 
groups that are geographically thousands of miles away 
or nowhere at all.  “Community” has come to mean 
many things, and the Church’s “reaching out to its com-
munity” and building strong communities can mean—
and exceed—the immediate geographic location. 
 That having been said, SPR does have an enormous 
responsibility to the communities in which it finds itself.  
We have a responsibility to the City of St. Paul and to 
the corner of Laurel and Oxford Avenues; we have a 
responsibility to the larger Lutheran community; we 
have a responsibility to a more generalized collection of 
faith communities; and we have responsibilities to those 
who never visit us and are totally disinterested in reli-
gion.  We have responsibilities to each of these commu-
nities, and discerning how best to serve them will be 
our task for the coming year. 
 Since the conclusion of the last election cycle, I have 
heard from many of you how anxious you are regarding 
rhetoric, political posturing, and the current political 
climate.  These are things to be worried about, to be 
sure.  But, like the Church always has, such anxieties can 

be lessened if we start the work of building strong com-
munities where we are.  Indeed, everything is local.  
And part of that work is strengthening communities 
that already exist (like St. Paul-Reformation) so that 

future days and future fears cannot destroy 
them and—if needed—they are durable and 

strong enough to protect the least 
among us.   
 In many Scandinavian Luther-
an Churches, there is a model ship 
hanging in the nave, an ancient sym-
bol of the Church.  Battered and 
bruised, it sails the rough waters of 
the world and God brings it safely into 
harbor.  Part of the work of building a 
strong community is tending to the 
ship: making sure that it is seaworthy, 
that it is strong, and that its sails can 
carry the weight of the task it is asked 
to do.  Waves might hit it, or cause it 
to rock, or even wash over the side.  
But a strong ship—like a strong com-
munity—is able to withstand such 
changes with resilience.  Repair the 
holes, train the sailors, make the ship 
able to protect those who get in it for 
traveling and keep the compass fo-
cused on future direction. 

 The immediate future is uncertain for many in our 
communities, geographic and otherwise.  “Wars and 
rumors of wars” again plague God’s people, and new 
Caesars rise up to identify themselves as gods.  We have 
been through this before, and (as it turned out) the ship 
was built to last.  It sailed through, not unscathed, but 
with faithfulness.  By such constancy, they proved in the 
end that the community of Jesus Christ that God had 
built was stronger (and is stronger) than days of fear or 
anxiety.  Trim the sails and strengthen the hull: the ship 
will be needed in the coming days. 
 Please join with me and with this community in im-
agining the ways that we might be useful, faithful, and 
helpful to those who are looking for safe harbor in our 
world.  We always have room in the boat, and the 
strengthening of this community is one, tangible way 
that you can protect the vulnerable.  Show up.  Give.  
Contribute with your prayers and with your elbow 
grease to pull up the anchors and fix the ships direction 
on God.  Together—as community—we will continue to 
sail towards the justice and mercy of God. 
Peace, Rev. Patrick H. Shebeck 
Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We have been 
through this  

before, and the 
ship was built to 

last!” 
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LOVE ONE ANOTHER UPDATE + Ap-

proximately 40 Sunday School/Confirmation stu-
dents and adults worked together to make SPR’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. service project a HUGE suc-
cess!  We made and wrapped 300 bologna and 
cheese sandwiches and wrote notes for the home-
less recipients in less than one hour. All sandwiches 
and notes were delivered to Parkview United 
Church in White Bear Lake on Monday morning. 

EL SALVADOR SCHOLARSHIP  
UPDATE 
Muchas Gracias to all who have contributed for 
school scholarships  in our sister congregation, 
Cristo Liberator in Nahualapa, El Salvador. We have 
sent $25,713 to El Salvador this week which will sup-
port 105 children and youth from kindergarten to 
University age. We now have 48 children in ele-
mentary school, 28 youth in middle school, 20 in 
high school and 9 in university or technical training 
post high school. In addition, this year we began 
sponsoring a part time youth worker/guidance 
counselor along with Edina Community Lutheran 
Church to support our youth during high school 
and help them plan for future opportunities. The 
children and families are encouraged by your soli-
darity with them in their efforts to build better 
lives.  

SPR youth made over 300 sandwiches for those living in homelessness 
in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day!  Thank you to all who helped! 

Below, you can see some of the students that are sponsored by SPR’s 
Educational work at our sister congregation in Nahualapa, El Salvador.  
We are so proud of all the work that has been done, and thankful to 
God for this wonderful partnership1 



 

SPR is repor ng a slight deficit for 2016. Expenses exceeded income by 3% ($8,773). Income was down, but 
expenses were down as well. (The 2016 budged forecast significant growth over the year before that we did 
not quite meet. The 2017 budget is much more conserva ve.) 
 
Pastor Patrick celebrated the good crowds in church over Christmas. In fact, there’s been such an increase in 
a endance over the last four months that we are rou nely running out of bulle ns. 
 
A thank you to all the Sunday School students for making sandwiches, on Mar n Luther King Sunday, to be 
distributed to the homeless. 
 
The congrega on has received a note from The Family Place, thanking us for the Shear Grace ministry. (The 
Family Place, a day center for families living without a permanent home, is where Shear Grace happens.) 
 
Council has begun a conversa on with members of the congrega on who wish SPR to become a Sanctuary 
Congrega on for undocumented immigrants being threatened with deporta on. This grows out of the larger 
ques on of how we, as a church community, can be suppor ve of those who are in danger, given that wel-
coming the stranger is a Biblical impera ve.  There are many ways that SPR can par cipate in this movement, 
from housing families in the church building itself to suppor ng other congrega ons who are housing fami-
lies.  More informa on will be forthcoming in the months to come, but plan to be at an Adult Forum discuss-
ing this issue on February 5. 
 
Capital Campaign 
Council heard reports about ini al steps being taken should the congrega on vote to proceed with the capi-
tal campaign.  
 
The Building Commi ee conducted phone interviews with more than 15 architects, using an extensive ques-

onnaire provided by the ELCA. Of these, three were interviewed and the commi ee is visi ng sites of their 
past work as part of the evalua on. It is important for the congrega ng to know that we are conduc ng a re-
sponsible process of inquiry.  
 
A communica on process was also established to get updates out to the congrega on, so that everyone 
would be informed before the annual mee ng. 
 
If the congrega on approves the capital campaign, it will kickoff around Easter Sunday and will be conducted 
during April and May.  
 
Council gave a special shout out to Alice Swan, thanking her for the remarkable work she’s done as President 
of the Church Council, Execu ve Commi ee and other commi ees, as she goes off Council. Her wise and in-
sigh ul leadership will be sorely missed. 
 
Prayerfully submi ed, 
Randy Beard, Secretary 
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QUILTING BEE Quilting Bee 

for Charity  Saturday, February 4, 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at SPR. You 
can sew, arrange blocks, iron, tie 
layers together, cut fabric—plenty 
to do! Come with your own knitting, 

crocheting, and other craft projects. Join in on the 
fun and the conversation! Bring a snack to share. 
Coffee provided. Contact Gwen Peyton Jackson at 
gwennpjackson@aol.com.  
 
YOUTH SEEKING 
DONATIONS 
SOUPER BOWL 
SUNDAY FEB 5 
Did you know that Super 
Bowl Sunday is the 3rd largest eating day in the 
U.S. Today, the number of Americans living in pov-
erty is the highest it has been in years – affecting 
more than 16 million children. So, give a dollar or 
two or more to local hunger.  Your gifts gathered 
Feb 5 will be given to hungry neighbors, through 
Hallie Q Brown Food Shelf during the March Cam-
paign 
 
THE MEN'S FELLOWSHIP OF SPR  
next meets on Thursday February 9 (one week lat-
er than customary), 7:00 p.m.  We gather at 1860 
University Ave., the Welcoming Center of Episcopal 
Homes. Our conversation continues to reflect on 
themes of the Reformation, after 500 years:  
“Interpreting Martin Luther in 2017”.  Lee Snook will 
lead the discussion. 

 
 

FEBRUARY ADULT FORUMS 
 

2.5  Our House in the Middle of the Street 

ISAIAH  - an advocacy network of faith-based organ-
izations in Minnesota - has begun to explore what it 
might mean for faith communities to be Sanctuary 
Churches, providing safety for those in danger of 
deportation.  What would this look like at SPR, and 
what is the theological foundations upon which 
such work would be built?  What are the legal ramifi-
cations, logistical challenges, and need?  Come and 
join us as we explore what this could mean at SPR.   

2.12 Christian Spirituality in a Time of 

Climate Change, David Weiss 
This is personal—for all of us. My daughter Susanna 
is just 20, but she’s lived through ALL SEVENTEEN of 
the hottest years on Earth since 1880. Come hear 
me explain why a spirituality that is apocalyptic, 
evangelical, and prophetic is essential if we are to 
be faithful in our grief, hope, and resistance … in a 
time of climate change.   

2.19 New Leaders in a New Land: Afri-

can Immigrant Services, Fata Acquoi 
Underreprsented communities, especially people of 
color, have little or no say in decisions and policies 
that affect or potentially benefit them. What, then, 
can we do to effect change on issues that affect us? 
AIS FOTL Project is a grassroots response to those 
defining questions!  Please join us as we hear about 
this organization's fascinating work.  

2.26 Common Cause Minnesota,  

Annastacia Belladona-Carrera 
Common Cause Minnesota fights to give all Minne-
sotans a more equitable voice in their local govern-
ment, regardless of what community they live in, by 
building a grassroots movement to fundamentally 
change the inequities of the political system. Com-
mon Cause Minnesota is developing the skills and 
education in the community necessary for a game 
changing movement.  

More photos from SPR’s inter-
generaltional service event in 
honor of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day...many hands make 
light work! 



 

I WAS RECENTLY SPEAKING 
with a colleague of mine about the 
talent of different musicians in 
different areas of the profession.  I 
was flattered by one of my friends 
who sang their praises about my 
organ playing (which is no big deal 
to me or to anyone who knows 
about organ performance).  She 

commented on my casual ability to improvise, talk 
while I was playing, write for the choir and various 
instruments, and especially how I could jump from 
playing Bach on the organ to jazz at the piano.  At 
that moment, the composer in the room chimed in, 
and I was impressed and intrigued by the immedi-
ate claim he made.  He said, “The best musicians in 
the world are jazz musicians and church organists.”  
I was glad that he said that, because I agree fully.  
There is a great correlation between jazz musicians 
and church musicians.  Before I explain the correla-
tion I find, allow me to color each side of the pic-
ture. 

Jazz is truly America’s music.  Its roots are in 
slavery, initially created by African-Americans who 
created the genre we know now as the “Blues.”  
From the blues came Dixiland, and then came the 
Big Band era, into the Swing Band style.  Soon, jazz 
and popular rock styles merged in the late 60s and 
through the 70s becoming known as “Fusion,” 
which was merely the fusion of jazz and rock.  After 
nearly a century of transformation, we find our-
selves in awe at the vast musical output of the 
times.  The most memorable of jazz musicians, 
though, seem to be those who sparked the next 
style.  I personally love the later years of each era, 
because I can hear and feel the eminent birth of 
the next genre to come.  It has a sort of edge to it; 
it pushes the limits of the past.  The classical world 
of music is all too familiar with this as well. 

All of our composer-geniuses, From Bach 
(1685-1750) to Mozart (1756-1791) to Beethoven 
(1770-1827) to Brahms (1833-1897) to Claude Debus-
sy (1862-1918) and Aaron Copland (1900-1990), and 
all of the greatest composers before, in between, 
and after, all have one piece of their history in com-
mon: the study of organ and investment in church 
music.  Bach, of course, was the most famous of 
organists; Mozart began his musical studies on the 
organ, and also composed for it.  Beethoven stud-
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ied and composed for the instrument, and is quot-
ed saying, “If he is a master of his instrument I rank 
an organist amongst the first of virtuosi. I too, 
played the organ a great deal when I was young, 
but my nerves would not stand the power of the 
gigantic instrument.” Brahms studied counterpoint 
on the king of instruments, and later wrote a very 
lovely set of 11 Chorale Preludes.  Debussy studied 
organ with the infamous César Franck.  Needless to 
say, the organ, and study of it, was an important 
part of every famous composer’s success.  Beetho-
ven’s quote though, is what points me to the paral-
lel of late-great composers and current-day jazzers. 

If one may be described as a virtuoso, take 
perhaps our beloved friend and pianist, Władziu 
Valentino Liberace (1919-1987).  This man was per-
haps one of the most skillful and committed classi-
cal pianists in the world.  His real talent though, 
much like his contemporary Victor Borge (1909-
2000), was being able to bridge the gap between 
the worlds of classical music and people who 
couldn’t care less about it.  How did Liberace 
achieve this? He gave the people what they want-
ed: something new and unheard, wrapped in glam-
orous showmanship.  He didn’t always give them 
something new, however. Often times, he would 
render his own virtuosic arrangements of classical 
compositions, embellishing them with jazz idioms 
and pop music flares.  Before they knew it, his fans 
were consuming and appreciating classical music.  
He achieved the goal that every musician hopes to 
achieve.  Though he didn’t study organ, his virtuos-
ic personality at the piano will never be forgotten.  

Among these virtuosic musicians, who have 
both classical training and a jazz bone, are in fact 
many and great.  One in particular, is a local man 
who is a nationally renowned organist, conductor, 
and composer, and currently serves as Cantor at 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  Dr. 
David Cherwien is a man of many talents, and to 
whom I look up to as a budding church musician.  
His compositions for the organ are very ambitions 
in strides toward a new sound and style for the or-
gan (and church music).  His predecessor, Paul 
Manz, started this campaign in both the sacred or-
gan and choral worlds.  Their goal, other than 
profit and pleasure, was and is to connect people 
to classical standards in music, with new, yet famil-

CONTINUED 0N NEXT PAGE 
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FEBRUARY LITURGY   
VOLUNTEERS AT 10:30 A.M. 

Ministry Scheduler Pro has scheduled volunteers 
for the liturgy based on your preferences.    
 
February 5  FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Dietrich Jessen, Margaret Schuster, Asst. Ministers 
Mark Sandberg, Marilyn Harder, Lectors  
Jenny LaDoux, Cantor 
Ruby Beckman, Acolyte 
Cheri Gohr, Tamika Ramirez, Josh and Laura Sima, 
greeters/ushers 
Marilyn Harder, Communion Assistant 
John Johnson, Coffee/Treats 
 
February 12 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Tony Hedlund, Heather Vietz, Asst. Ministers 
Sunday School Students, Lectors  
Aime Karam, Cantor 
Alton Proctor, Acolyte 
Kim Hanson, Lee Lundin, Marilyn and Jim McGow-
an, greeters/ushers 
Open, Communion Assistant 
Danette Allrich-Osano, Coffee/Treats 
 
February 19 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Andrés Albertsen, Randy Beard, Asst. Ministers 
Kathy Thomforde, Beth Benson, Lectors  
Patty Lacy, Cantor 
Casey Damberg, Acolyte 
Kristen Damberg, Gary Sande, Heather Vietz, greet-
ers/ushers 
Deanna Sande, Communion Assistant 

February 26 EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Ryan Muralt, Kaj’or Reinholdt, Asst. Ministers 
Marilyn Harder, Jackie Kennedy, Lectors  
Max-Rouillard-Horne, Cantor 
Pasy Bitrus, Acolyte 
Jim and Anne Halgerson, Tamika Ramirez, Leo 
Treadway, , greeters/ushers 
Marilyn Harder, Communion Assistant 
Tamika Ramirez, Coffee/Treats 

iar sounds. The familiarity of sound I’m referring to 
is America’s music: Jazz.  Both Paul and Dave wrote 
arrangements of familiar hymns for organ, but with 
a new, jazzy taste.  They were highly successful in 
this fusion; it completely revamped the world of 
hymn playing.  This is the connection I initially 
spoke of between jazz musicians and church musi-
cians.  The manifestation of jazz in a classically-
trained musician, births a virtuoso unlike any other, 
and can be found sitting on the bench of most any 
church organ.  They compose weekly, and with 
ease; they improvise frequently, and without the 
majority of listeners any the wiser; they push the 
limits of their own musical aptitude, and therefore 

the aptitude of those who listen and engage; they 
practice Bach with Germanic perfection as if he 
was looking over their shoulder.  These virtuosos 
work tirelessly to create a spiritual bridge of music, 
fusing technical skill with popular demand, for peo-
ple who are largely divested in the most ancient of 
sacred traditions and the music and instrument(s) 
therein.  Because of this large and demanding task, 
in this age of screens, guitars, and 7/11 songs, there 
is no doubt that our church organists are among 
the greatest musicians in the world: those who can 
bridge the gap of ages and continue a great legacy 
in God’s gift.  
Kalle Akkerman, Director of Music 

BIRTHDAYS 
02/03 Adelaide Schardt, Della Schardt, David Seed 
02/08 Liza Marie Strom 
02/10 Christopher Taykalo 
02/11 Deb Horne 
02/12 Cheri Gohr 
02/15 Alton Proctor 
02/17 Diane Aase 
02/19 Ted Johnson, Dalante Peyton,  
 Drew Puroway 
02/20 Kayden Rouillard-Horne, Grant Rouillard-
Horne, Tanner Rouillard-Horne 
02/21 Brenda Anfinson 
02/21 Barb Merchant 
02/22 Art Walzer 
02/24 Michael-jon Pease 
02/25 Tunary Bitrus 
02/26 David Moen 
 
 
 



 

ISAIAH -  
BECOMING  A 
SANCTUARY  
CONGREGATION    
Jesus instructs us to feed, house, and clothe “the 
least of these”, the poor and the vulnerable, and to 
provide hospitality to the stranger. ISAIAH an-
swered Christ’s call, choosing to provide hospitality 
and protection to vulnerable immigrants, in danger 
of deportation, through the formation of a net-
work of Sanctuary Congregations. So far, 14 con-
gregations in MN have declared themselves as 
Sanctuary Congregations. SPR, and many other 
congregations, are still discerning how they can 
help. Each congregation in the network can fulfill 
one of two roles: a Sanctuary Congregation, one 
that actually house immigrant(s), or a Supporting 
Sanctuary, by providing financial, logistic, and social 
assistance. Our Church Council authorized SPR’s 
ISAIAH core team to consider and recommend 
which role SPR would fulfill and how. In addition, 
per the request of the council, an adult forum will 
held February 5 to educate the congregation. You 
will learn: why we believe it is our faith-bound duty 
to join this movement; that this movement is not a 
new invention; the immigration policies that forced 
these people to leave their home; who are the peo-
ple we would house; be reminded how SPR has 
previously answered God’s call in similar instances; 
and what our commitment this time will entail. 
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MARCH EVENTS! 
LENT BEGINS on Ash 

Wednesday, March 1.  In 
preparation for this season 
of preparation for Easter, 
you are invited to take part 

in Individual Confession (yes, it is a Lutheran 
thing...so Lutheran, in fact, it’s even in the Hym-
nal).  If you have not taken part in this before...fear 
not!  We will walk you through it and it is amazingly 
life-giving.  Is there something burdening your con-
science?  Ash Wednesday is a great time to let it go.  
Confessions will be heard in the Church starting at 
6.15 p.m.  Holy Communion follows at 7.00 p.m. 
with the Imposition of Ashes. 

L.I.S.T.E.N. + Last year’s very successful 

“LISTEN” Series (Learning Insights, Seeking To-
gether, Embracing Neighbors) kicks off a new Len-
ten Series to learn more about Judaism.  This excit-
ing series will engage the history of Judaism, cur-
rent day Israel-Palestine relations, and Lutheran-
Jewish history.  We meet every Wednesday during 
Lent beginning on Wednesday, March 8 starting at 
7:10 p.m. and go until 8:30 p.m.; this is open to any-
one.  As an extension of this learning, you are also 
invited to join us at Mt. Zion temple on March 19 as 
that community hosts us for a Passover Seder.  You 
must, however, sign up for this...see below! 

 
PASSOVER SEDER  
INVITATION  + SPR has gra-

ciously been invited by Mt. Zion to 
join in a Passover Seder on the af-

ternoon of March 19, however, you must sign up 
for this.  A sign-up is located in the Narthex, or you 
may e-mail the parish office.  You must be signed 
up for this by March 12.  If you have not been to a 
traditional seder before, this will be most interest-
ing in helping to understand further the underpin-
nings of the Last Supper of Jesus, celebrated dur-
ing the Triduum.  Please join us!     

 
 
 
 
 
SOUP SUPPERS happen every Wednesday 

during Lent starting on March 8 from 5:30-6:25 
p.m., followed by Holden Evening Prayer in the 
Church.  Sign-up sheets will be in the narthex start-
ing February 12, and whoever makes the best soup 
will win the Golden Halo!  Please join us in the Low-
er Auditorium for this relaxed time of fellowship.  
Please note: there is no Soup Supper on Ash Wednes-
day, March 1.   
 



 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neigh-

borhood Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate 
help to those in need.  Year round, this fund provides food, gas 
and bus cards, emergency housing, survival clothing, utilities 
assistance and much more.  When you are out shopping for 

your holiday gifts, please consider buying an extra grocery, gas or store card  to drop 
in the offering plate on Sunday. 
 
As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, we will receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the 
month. You are welcome to contribute to this fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on 
the usher’s table in the narthex. Every little bit helps! 

Good Samaritan 
Fund Progress 

Balance: $ 1,501 
 

 

 ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS: $74  
“Your generous gifts make it possible for ELCA World Hunger to: educate members about root 
causes; promote advocacy and social justice for those who cannot speak for themselves’ provide 
food for families in times of greatest need; and implement sustainable development for secure 
futures.  Thanks to you, we continue to build on the 40 year history of this ministry through part-
nerships in nearly 60 countries including the United States.”  Rev. Daniel Rift, Director 

 
HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS: $186   
FEEDING OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS - Winter is here and with it chillier weather and 
higher utility bills.  Our neighbors are looking to stock their pantries with soups, 
stews, oatmeal, pancake mix and syrup, and other warm  dinner and breakfast op-
tions. Both the Hallie Q Brown Food Shelf and the St. Paul-Ref Good Samaritan Fund 
have seen a continued increase of requests for food assistance.   
 
Please consider one of the following: 
* buy extra breakfast and dinner items and bring to SPR and place in the food basket  
* buy a grocery card and place in either the food or offering basket 
*contribute to the SPR Good Samaritan Fund. 

PRAYERS + Please remember in your prayers all 

those sick in mind, body, or spirit: especially Kari 
Bostrom, Susie Adams, Margaret Bonsack, Lee 
Snook, Randy Beard, Dick Kennedy, Shirley Heyer, 
Tony Hedlund, Emily Eastwood, Synovia Colbert, 
Anna Swenson-Seleen, Fern Mackey, Roger 
Mackey, Howard Milton, Connie McGowan, Elaine 
Hollabaugh, Millie Olson, Denine Harrell, and 
Louise Benson; those who are homebound: Gertie 
Jochum.    
 
+Requiescat in Pace + Marylee Johnson, Lila Gardner. 
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Our next date for Shear Grace is Monday February 
20,  from 2:00-5:00 p.m.  Would you like to volun-
teer?   Please contact Pr. Patrick at  
pastorpatrick@stpaulref.org.  
 
In the meantime...we are in need of cotton socks, 
mittens, and gloves.  These can be dropped in the 
basket in the narthex each Sunday.   
 
See page 10 for a picture of Shear Grace volunteers in 
action. 



 

Members of SPR gathered to view the Minneapolis Institute of Arts’ 
“Martin Luther: Art and the Reformation.”  It was one of the most 
successful exhibits the MIA has ever presented. 
 
Below, the Shear Grace team in action!   
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BIBLE MATTERS   
Because the Bible does 
matter, you are invited to 
engage the Book of Faith 
with the Bible Matters 
Group. Use these lectionary 
readings for each week at home and join an engag-
ing group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. at 
church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck.   
 
February 5 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 112:1-10; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 
Matthew 5:13-20 
 
February 12 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Sirach 15:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; 
Matthew 5:21-37 
 
February 19 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18; Psalm 119:33-40; 1 Corinthians 
3:10-11; 16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 
 
February 26 Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21; 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Jane Hagedorn, Alice Swan, Marilyn McGowan, Sandy Iverson, Carol Hamlin, Eldora Pearson were some of 
the many SPR members rallying for rights for all at the January 21 Women’s March in St. Paul.    

Krisi Matenaer and her friend Tami at the Women’s 
March in Washington DC.  What a way for Krisi to 
celebrate her 50th Birthday! 
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Thom and 
Patty 

In concert 
Please	join	us	for	what	has		

become	an	annual	February		
tradition	at	St.	Paul‐

Reformation	as	we	wel‐
come	Thom	West	and		
Patti	Lacy	in	concert!	

 
 

Sunday, Feb 
11, 5:30 p.m. 

Ash  
Wednesday 
 

Wednesday, March 1, 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Please join us as we begin the season 
of Lent with Ash Wednesday worship 
at 7.00 p.m. 
 
Individual Confessions will be heard in 
the Church starting at 6.15 p.m. 
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