
 

DECEMBER 2018 

Christmas At 

St. Paul-Reformation 
 

Sunday, Dec. 2 | THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 8 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 10:30 a.m. Visit of St. Nicholas 
 9:10 a.m. Adult Forum 
 

Sunday, Dec. 9 | THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 9:10 a.m. Adult Forum 
 

Sunday, Dec. 16 | THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 8 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 9:10 a.m. Adult Forum 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 | BLUE CHRISTMAS WITH ST. CLEMENT’S  
 7:00 p.m. at St. Clement’s 
 

Sunday, Dec. 23 | THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 8 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Monday, Dec. 24 | CHRISTMAS EVE  
 4:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist & Instant Christmas Pageant 
 10:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 25 | CHRISTMAS DAY  
 10:30 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist with Choir 
 

Sunday, Dec. 30 | THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
 10:00 a.m. Carol Sing 
 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 (please note: one liturgy on this Sunday!) 
 

Sunday, Jan 6 | THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
 8 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
 
Nativity: A Christmas Poem 
John Donne (1572-1631) 
 
Immensity cloistered in they dear  womb, 
Now leaves his well-belov’d imprisonment, 
There he hath made himself to his intent 
Weak enough, now into the world to 
 come; 
But O, for thee, for him, hath the inn 
 no room? 
Yet lay him in this stall, and from the  
 Orient, 
Stars and wise men will travel to prevent 
The effect of Herod’s jealous general 
 doom. 
Seest thou, my soul, with faith’s eyes, 
  how he 
Which fills all place, yet none holds  him, 
 doth lie? 
Was not his pity towards thee  
 wondrous high, 
That would have need to be pitied  by 
 thee? 
Kiss him, and with him into Egypt go, 
With his kind mother, who partakes thy 
 woe. 



 

TODAY IS ELECTION DAY; at least it is in the 
land from which I am writing to you.  By the time 
you get this, election results will have come in and 
many will be either greatly relieved or highly anx-
ious.  The political climate is, without doubt, precar-
ious to say the least.  Just a week ago, 
our Jewish brothers and sisters around 
the country gathered to mourn the trag-
ic shooting at the Tree of Life Syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh, itself the result of 
rising tides of ethno-nationalist 
attitudes that, literally, can result 
in death. 
 This month, as we head 
into the celebrations of Our 
Lord’s nativity, I would like to 
offer you a word, specifically, on 
antisemitism.  Given our history, 
Lutherans have a special respon-
sibility to speak out against this 
evil and to stand with those who 
experience religious persecution.  
Such a call is not divorced from 
the Christmas story, and—in 
many ways—the fear of King Her-
od as he deals so violently with 
the Holy Innocents is, itself, na-
tionalistic fear that (sadly) lives in 
the present day.  
 As you are probably aware, Martin Luther 
himself wrote vociferously against Judaism, joining 
long lists of medieval clerics and theologians who 
did the same.  His writings have been specifically 
repudiated and condemned (as they should be) by 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and 
significant interreligious dialog with Jewish theolo-
gians around the world has been accomplished, 
mourning not only Luther’s writings, but also the 
way that his writings have been used to persecute 
Jews.  Particularly in Nazi Germany, Luther was 
hailed as a nationalist hero whose anti-Semitism 
was appealed to in order to persecute others.  Such 
dialog with the Jewish community resulted in the 
1994 ELCA document, “A declaration to the Jewish 
Community” in which the Church that bears his 
name formally apologized and rejected the sin of 
anti-Semitism.  Since the early 2000’s, ongoing dia-
log with Reform Judaism has borne significant fruit, 
resulting in renewed understanding, common com-

mitments to doing good in the world, and an in-
creased appreciation of the common Abrahamic 
roots from which both Lutherans and Jews come.  
We are most thankful for this truth-telling. 

 But our work is not over.  Partic-
ularly given the horrific events at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue and around the 
world, Lutherans are called to raise their 
voices to protect religious conviction, 
even when it is not Christian.  Without 

doubt, there is Christian persecu-
tion throughout the world.  But 
Christmastime is a good season 
to remember that religious perse-
cution is not saying “Happy Holi-
days” or that Starbucks’ coffee 
cups show a snowflake instead of 
a nativity scene.  Religious perse-
cution—by far– exists on a much 
higher level for other religions, 
most historically among the Jew-
ish community.  This is flatly re-
jected as being incompatible with 
following Jesus who was—after 
all—a Jew. 
 So, some things to re-
member as religious persecution 
and anti-Semitism rears (again) 
its ugly head: 

 Every person, no matter their religion, is creat-
ed in the image of the living God.  We treat 
them that way and value them; 

 Christians respect the right of every person to 
worship according to their conscience; this re-
flects Christian theological notion of free will; 

 We proclaim that the Good News comes in the 
person of Jesus Christ; it is not our job to specu-
late, ponder, or determine how God speaks to 
other religions.  Check yourself before you 
wreck yourself; 

 The covenant of Abraham is, as the bible says, 
eternal.  It is not superseded by later covenants, 
nor is it undone.  God’s covenant with the Jews 
is forever; 

 Lutherans tell the truth about their own historic 
complicity in the sin of anti-Semitism and we 
thus have a special responsibility—more than 
other Christians—to see that it does not hap-
pen; 

 
 
“Christians respect 
the right of every  
person to worship  
according to their 

conscience; this  
reflects Christian  

theological notion of 
free will.” 
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SPR MEN OF FAITH GROUP + Join us 

Thurs. Dec6, 7:00 p.m. at the Episcopal Homes on 
University Ave.   All the men of SPR are invited to 
join in a casual 90 minute of sharing and conversa-
tion.  For more info call Lee Snook (651 785-8124) or 
Jim McGowan (651 641-1217). 
 

QUILTING BEE for Charity Satur-

day, Dec 8,  9:00 a.m. You can sew, ar-
range blocks, iron, tie layers together, 
cut fabric! Work on your own projects. 
Join in on the fun!  Bring a snack to 

share. Coffee provided. Contact Gwen Peyton Jack-
son at gwennpjackson@aol.com.  
 
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT, DEC. 14, 6:00-
9:30 p.m. + Because parenting is hard work, SPR 

invites all parents of children 4yrs to 6th grade to 
take a night off—we’ll take the kids!  We hope that 
parents will use this for date night, to get in some 
last-minute Christmas shopping, or just some alone
-time.  We will have dinner and activities planned 
for the kiddos, but you do need to sign up.  You can 
sign up online by going to www.stpaulref.org, and 
clicking on the slider which will take you to the sign
-up.  Go...have fun! 
 
BLACK NATIVITY + Each year, Rondo’s very 
own Penumbra Theatre presents Langston Hughes’ 
Black Nativity, a St. Paul 
Christmas tradition.  Join us 
as we make an SPR trip to 
Penumbra on Sunday, De-
cember 16, 7:30 p.m.  Tick-
ets are $15 for students, $35 
for seniors, and $40 for adults, and can be pur-
chased by calling the Box Office at 651-224-3180, or 
by visiting  www.penumbratheatre.tix.com. 
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS + SPR 

will join our neighbors at St. 
Clement’s Episcopal for our 
“Blue Christmas” liturgy, a spe-
cial service for those who are 
experiencing grief, sadness, or 
for whom Christmas is difficult.  
Join us on Tuesday, December 18, 7:00 p.m. at St. 
Clement’s: 901 Portland Avenue South, St. Paul. 

THE CHILDRENS’ CHRISTMAS  
PAGEANT takes place during the 10:30 a.m. 

liturgy on December 9 when our wonderful Sunday 
School students present their annual nativity play. 
Rehearsals are Saturdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. Dec 1 and 
8. Children ages 3 - 6th grade  attend rehearsals and 
present the story of Jesus’ birth. Contact Deb 
Horne or Amy Rouillard for more info. 

 

ST. NICHOLAS DAY +  

Sunday, December 2  SPR will celebrate 
the faith and witness of St. Nicholas with 
a special visit during and after the 10:30 
a.m. liturgy, as well as other activities to 
help children learn about this Advent tra-
dition.  Before the liturgy, children are in-
vited to take off their shoes and line them up in the 
narthex for a special treat.  Please join us for this 
wonderful Advent tradition! 

 White nationalism is a sin.  It grieves the heart 
of God and betrays the Gospel; we all have a 
responsibility to dismantle it; 

 Theocratic nationalism is antithetical to the 
free will that God gives human beings.  In ac-
cordance with Luther’s development of the 
“two kingdoms,” the state and religion are to 
remain separate; 

 Holy Innocents—whoever they are—must be 
protected and the story of Herod’s persecution 
of them (which is on continual repeat, sadly…) 
is to be rejected. 

 Jesus, Mary, and Joseph were refugees who 
fled violence to save their family.  They contin-
ue to do so in the current day; 

 In all things, charity; in all acts, grace. 
 As we celebrate Jesus’ birth this month, I 
urge you to consider your own commitment to de-
fending and seeing to the good of your non-
Christian neighbor.  This is good and holy work, es-
pecially as we welcome again the infant of Bethle-
hem who was (don’t forget!) born, lived, and died 
in the Jewish faith.  May God  bless you in this holy 
season! 
Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck, Senior Pastor 
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IT HAS NOW BEEN FIVE YEARS SINCE OUR 
last  strategic goals were developed.  With the 
capital campaign behind us, we are looking to 
what is next for our congregation.  As part of that 
process, we spent time focusing on where we 
have strength and where we need growth in faith 
formation and compassion and social justice. 
 $100,000 of the $150,000 ELCA Mission In-
vestment Fund loan approved at our January con-
gregation meeting and are using it to pay off our 
renovation bills.  Our temporary bookkeeper, Janis 
Pikal, is retiring but will volunteer for us four hours 
a week and help to mentor her replace-
ment.  Thank you for your hard work, Janis!  As 
of November 14, $212,788 in pledges have been 
received for the 2019 operating budget and an ad-
ditional $8,000 has been pledged for the capital 
campaign debt retirement.  
 We have new tenants in the lower auditori-
um.  Jazzercise started their program on Novem-
ber 12 and will be using the lower auditorium five 
days a week for $125 a week.  Reconciling in Christ 
is storing items and will rent office space 
soon.  The Singers will be moving their storage 
items out, and after the foundation repair 
and mold remediation is completed, another musi-
cal group has expressed an interest in renting that 
space. 
 We are looking forward to welcoming sev-
en new members on Christ the King Sunday.  We 
are happy to say we have been running out of bul-
letins the past month and will need to print more 
than one hundred and thirty!  The two special Sun-
day evening services, Reformation and WWI com-
memoration, were well attended also. 
 Our Sunday school students and adults 
joined together and made 450 sandwiches for the 
homeless distributed by Allan Law MRD 363 Days 
Program that provides 2000 sandwiches per night 
to those most in need.  Confirmation classes have 
gotten off to a good start.  The multi-church confir-

mation class, Confirmation Reformation,  will be 
going to the MOA in December and discussing 
faith and money.  Our racial equity team's recent 
forum gave us more things to think about and act 
upon. 
 Twelve members visited our companion 
church in Nahualapa, El Salvador, and were thrilled 
to see the church building totally completed with 
cement floor and beautifully crafted iron windows. 
See page 10 for picture of this church.  Our scholar-
ship money used for education is really paying off 
as seven student are now in college.  They are 
studying to be lawyers, social workers and IT ex-
perts.   
 Dorcas is now employed at HQB and has 
received her first paycheck.  This will enable her to 
take care of the family's day-to-day expens-
es.  Thanks to our sanctuary project team for the 
support given thus far. 
Submitted by Deanna Sande, Secretary    

Sunday School, Youth and adults too, made over 450 
sandwiches for the homeless in the Twin Cities! 
 
Right: 
Sandwich-
es for the 
homeless 
included 
hand writ-
ten notes 
of care and 
support 
from our 
Sunday 
School and 
Teens.   

SPECTRUM PUBLICATION DATES  
+ The Spectrum items, articles and columns need 
to be to the Parish Office by the 12th of the 
month.  The Spectrum goes to the printer on the 
15th of the month, and this date is hard and 
fast.  Articles received after the 12th may or may 
not be included in the newsletter.   
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DONATE TO SPR USING YOUR 
SMARTPHONE!  Great way to donate 
whether you are at church or out and 
about! Now you can give from anywhere in the 

world!  It’s fast, easy, and secure.  Search your app
-finder for “GivePlusChurch,” download it, click 
“sign up,” and follow the instructions.  You can 
donate to either the Good Samaritan Fund or the 
Parish General fund (in addition to your regular 
pledge).  Give it a try! Thanks to all who are using 
this quick and easy way to donate. 

STEWARDSHIP + SPR’s Stew-

ardship Campaign “Create in Me A 
Grateful Heart” has wrapped up.  
By now, all members should have 

received their 2019 Pledge Card.  
Generally, these trickle in to the Par-

ish Office even into the new year, and if you have 
not returned yours yet, please do.  Did the dog eat 
your pledge card?  Not to worry!  Simply call the 
Parish office and we will set you up with a new 
one.  This year (and for the next few years…) you 
will have the opportunity to indicate on your 
pledge card an additional donation to reduce our 
Capital Campaign debt.  Please consider a gener-
ous gift to SPR as we continue to see ministries ex-
pand and grow.  Every little bit helps, and pledges 
help us to project an accurate budget for the com-
ing year.  Thank you to all who have given and who 
helped with the logistics of this year’s campaign! 

 
 

BACH’S CHRISTMAS 
ORATORIO + On Dec. 2, SPR 

welcomes Chad Fothergill from 
Temple University to Adult Forum 
to discuss Bach’s famous Christ-
mas Oratorio.  As luck would have it, the Minnesota 
Orchestra is performing the work on Saturday 
evening, December 8 (8:00 p.m.).  SPR has re-
served ten tickets at $28.00 apiece (a steal at twice 
the price!).  Please sign up in the narthex, or online 
(check the link in the weekly e-mail).   
 
ADVENT TEA WITH THE 
CENTRAL CHAMBER SING-
ERS + SPR will welcome the Central 

High School Chamber Singers for a short 
concert of Christmas music, followed by our annual 
Advent Tea on Wednesday, December 19, 11:15 a.m.  
This is the fifth year that the Chamber Singers have 
joined us to sing Christmas choral music followed 
by mulled cider and Christmas goodies in Tidemann 
Hall.  Plan to join us! 

 
ADVENT IN THE  
LABYRINTH + Through the 

generous donation of a member of 
SPR, we were able to install a Laby-
rinth in the West Transept on the 
floor.  Eighteen feet across, it is an 

exact replica of the labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral 
in France.  What is a labyrinth?  It is not a maze (you 
cannot get lost in it…), but is instead a very ancient 
tool that Christians have used for centuries to help 
them pray.  With careful steps upon entering the 
labyrinth (with socks!), the journey to the middle 
mimics the journey to God’s heart.  Occasionally 
however, we will have times when the Church is 
open and you can come and walk the labyrinth 
with others.  The first of these will be our Advent 
Labyrinth Walk on Sunday Evening, December 16, 
6:00-7:00 p.m. You are invited to stop by during 
this scheduled time, take one of the cards explain-
ing how to use the labyrinth as a tool of prayer, 
and walk it.  Never fear...you cannot do it wrong, 
and you might even discover some things along 
your journey!  This is a great way to prepare for 
Christmas...try it! 
 

 

End-of-Year  
Donations 

 

The clock is ticking for your 2018 charitable dona-
tions, and there is still time...to make gifts of cash, 
appreciated stock, required distributions, or other 
gifts to St. Paul-Reformation!  These gifts may help 
you to achieve significant tax savings.  Need help?  
We’re happy to help you any way that we can!  Simp-
ly drop of your donation before December 31, or, if 
you need help, please e-mail us in the office and 
we’ll connect you with a member who can help you 
and your financial planner make transfers to St. Paul-
Reformation.  Thank you in advance for your gift! 
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Savior of the Nations, Come:  
History of an Advent Hymn 
 One of the things that I love about hymns 
we sing in worship is how they knit disparate times 
and places into a unified expression of praise. It’s a 
rare occasion when one person wrote both the 
tune and the text of a hymn. They often come from 
people living miles and even centuries apart from 
one another. Singing a hymn brings to mind the 
times we’ve sung it before, with friends 
and neighbors, in good times and bad 
times and even just boring times. When 
we sing together in worship, we join 
our voices with all those who have 
sung the hymn in all times and places 
and all those who will ever sing it af-
ter us. Ponder that the next time you 
sing in worship!  
 The Advent hymn “Savior of 
the Nations, Come” is one of these 
hymns that connects a text 
and a tune and a transla-
tion written in quite differ-
ent circumstances. The text 
goes back to the 4th centu-
ry, when it was written by 
St. Ambrose (c. 340-397), a 
man who was born in what 
is now southern France and eventually became 
bishop of Milan. Ambrose was an important leader 
in the fight against Arianism, a heresy that claimed 
Christ is not equal to God the Father and therefore 
conflicted with the doctrine of the equality of the 
persons of the Trinity. He was also a writer of 
hymns in Latin that are still sung in the original lan-
guage and in translation, including the Advent 
hymn “Veni, Redemptor gentium.”  Ambrose un-
derstood the power of poetry to convey theology 
and uses this hymn to speak of the Virgin birth and 
Jesus’ equality to God the Father. He also, as he 
always does, includes a final stanza in praise of the 
Trinity to help drive home that idea and combat 
Arianism. Pay attention to how many hymn writers 
adopted this convention in their own hymns writ-
ten in the centuries since—it's quite a widespread 
practice! 
 Another writer who understood how to use 
hymns to teach theology was Martin Luther (1483-

1546). He translated Ambrose’s hymn into Germany 
as “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland.” Ambrose’ Lat-
in hymn was already popular in Germany, so Luther 
translated the text into Germany. The tune of the 
chant melody was simplified to make it easier for 
congregations to sing together. It’s unclear wheth-
er Luther or his frequent collaborator Johann Wal-
ter did the musical adaptation, but it was first print-
ed in the Erfurt Enchiridion in 1524, the second Lu-
theran hymnal to be published. The same chant 

tune was also adapted for the hymn 
“Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort,” 
which we sing in translation as “Lord, 
Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word.”  
The next step along the way to us 
today is further translation into Eng-
lish. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), 
an Englishman to whom we owe 
many translations of ancient Latin 
hymns, translated Ambrose’s hymn 
as “Come, Thou Redeemer of the 

Earth.” This text is often 
sung to at tune by Ger-
man composer Michael 
Praetorius (c. 1571-1620) 
called PUER NOBIS NAS-
CITUR. Another im-
portant translator along 
the way was William M. 

Reynolds (1812-1876), an ordained Episcopal minis-
ter who was educated at Lutheran Gettysburg 
Seminary. He translated Luther’s hymn into English 
as "Savior of the Nations, Come” and retained the 
same poetic meter, allowing it to be sung to the 
same tune. The version in Evangelical Lutheran Wor-
ship was prepared specifically for this hymnal, 
which was published in 2006. When we sing it in 
2018, all this great cloud of hymn writers will be 
joining their voices with us as we await with antici-
pation once again the birth of Jesus. 

Sr. Stacie Lightner, Cantor 

MUSICIANS NEEDED: 
CHRISTMAS EVE  
PRELUDE MUSIC 
We continue our tradition of playing and singing 
extended prelude music at Christmas Eve services. 
If you would like to present a musical offering, 
please contact Sister Stacie. 
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DECEMBER LITURGY   
LEADERS 10:30 A.M. 

Ministry Scheduler Pro liturgy volunteers: 
 

First Sunday of Advent Dec 2 
Margaret Schuster, ??? asst. ministers 
Kaj Reinholdt, Cynthia Peyton, lectors 
Kaydee Rouillard-Horne, acolyte 
Alvin Kim, cantor 
Kristen Damberg, Krisi Matenaer,  
 Gary and Deanna Sande, ushers/greeters 
Jamie Hocmuth, communion assistant 
John Johnson, coffee/treats hospitality 
 

Second Sunday of Advent Dec 9 
Ben Winkler, ?????, asst. ministers 
Christmas Pageant, lectors 
Alton Proctor, acolyte            Mike Banks, cantor 
Jim and Anne Halgerson, Tim Iverson, Tom Webb, 
ushers/greeters 
Sandy Iverson, communion assistant 
Jim and Anne Halgerson, coffee/treats hospitality 
 

Third Sunday of Advent Dec 16 
Dorcas Adedigba, Bonnie Olson, asst. ministers 
Linda Dahlen, Colleen McGuire, lectors 
Carlos Ramirez, acolyte     Jamie Hocmuth,  cantor 
Beth Benson, Brian Olson, Chuck Asse,  
 Eldora Pearson, ushers/greeters 
Bonnie Olson, communion assistant 
Linda Dahlen, coffee/treats hospitality 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Dec 23 
????, Kyle Anderson,  asst. ministers 
Carla Hagen, Cheri Gohr, lectors 
Miguel Ramirez, acolyte         Victoria Smith, cantor 
Tamika Ramirez, Sandy and Tim Iverson,  
 Tony Hedlund, , ushers/greeters 
Kathy Thomforde, communion assistant 
Teresa Ortiz, Carla Hagen, coffee/treats hospitality 
 
First Sunday in Christmas Dec 30 
Aaron Brown, Kyle Anderson,  asst. ministers 
Lee Lundin, Matt Entenza, lectors 
Ruby Beckman, acolyte      Victoria Smith, cantor 
Kristen Damberg, Dorcas Adedigba, Jan Swenson, 
Krisi Matenaer, ushers/greeters 
Jim McGowan, communion assistant 
Lee Lundin, coffee/treats hospitality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER ADULT FORUMS 
Adult Forum begins runs every Sunday at 9:10 a.m. in 
Tidemann Hall; it usually lasts about an hour; please 

join us for our autumn slate of speakers: 
 
Celebration, Joy, and Mystery in Bach’s 
Christmas Oratorio + Chad Fothergill, 
Temple University  + Chad Fothergill 
served as professor of Organ at Gusta-
vus Adolphus college and is currently 
doing doctoral work in Music History 

at Temple University.  What is so special about Bach’s 
famous Christmas Oratorio, and how does it speak of 
the hope of Jesus’ birth?  This is a precursor Forum in 
preparation for the Minnesota Orchestra’s perfor-
mance of the work on Dec. 8 (see page 5 for more in-
formation about how you can go).   
 
Full of Grace: The Mother of God in 
Christian Art + Dr. Kristin Anderson, 

Augsburg University + Christmas art 
features one figure more than any 
other: the Virgin Mary. Many oth-
ers populate the scenes--Jesus, Jo-
seph, angels, shepherds, the Magi, 
and animals--but Mary appears everywhere. In this 
slide presentation, we'll consider the many ways and 
places the Virgin Mary appears in Christian art, and 
especially in the Christmas images. 

 
 
Continuing the Conversation: 
Healing, Reconciliation, and the 
Challenge of Racial Justice + SPR 
Racial Justice Team + Please join 
us as our parish conversations on 
race, privilege, and equity contin-
ue.  Our conversations on Racial 
Justice have been a popular topic 

of conversation, so arrive early to get a good seat!  
 
Adult Forum goes on Christmas Vacation December 23 
and 30.  We resume on Sunday, January 6 (Epiphany). 
 
 

12.16 

12.2

12.9 



 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neigh-

borhood Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate 
help to those in need.   When you are out shopping , please con-
sider buying an extra grocery, gas or store card  to drop in the 
offering plate on Sunday. 

As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, we receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the 
month. You are welcome to contribute to this fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on 
the usher’s table in the lower auditorium or the GivePlusChurch app. Every little bit helps! 

Good Samaritan 
Fund Progress 
Balance: $ 1034 

 ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS TO DATE: $ 620 
“With your generosity to ELCA World Hunger, you stand full of the Spirit and wisdom in the 
church’s 2000-year tradition of caring for neighbors in need.  Thank you for your strong commit-
ment to this signature ministry of the church. Receive in return our prayers for your ministry and 
our hands stretched out to you in blessing. Together we can go farther, together we will be 
transformed in the Spirit and in relationship with each other, our partners and communities 

around the world. Until all are fed, Rev. Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World Hunger 
 

HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS: $ 1738 
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS - Winter is here and family budgets are strained by pur-
chases of boots, coats, mittens, hats as well as Christmas Presents! As kids have break-
fast and lunch at school, please donate dinner items: canned pastas, canned stews and 
meats, mac and cheese, dry pastas, rice, canned fruits and vegetables.  Food assistance 
needs are increasing.   
Please consider one of the following: * buy extra dinner items and bring to SPR and place 
in the food basket   * buy a grocery card and place in the offering basket 

PRAYERS  + Please remember in your prayers all 

those sick in mind, body, or spirit:  especially  Jackie 
and Marilyn Heiple, Dick and Jackie Kennedy, 
George Staples, Doug Merchant, Kaj Reinholdt, 
Susie Adams, Lee Snook, Randy Beard, Shirley Hey-
er, Tony Hedlund, Synovia Colbert, Anna Swenson-
Seleen, Fern Mackey, Laura and John Heille, Denine 
Harrell, and Louise Benson; those who are in hos-
pice: Lois Snook; those who are homebound: Gertie 
Jochum and Evelyn Stampley.  
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INTERGENERATIONAL FOOD  
PACKING EVENT  Save the date!  Thurs-
day, Dec. 13, to join this event at the Sheridan Sto-
ry warehouse at 2723 Pa on Rd., Roseville, 6:00-
8:00 pm. We will be sor ng canned goods, filling 
bags and packing boxes for delivery to the schools in 
the Sheridan Story Weekend Food program. We 
have 25 slots to fill so watch for a sign up sheet in 
the narthex!  Families are encouraged to come out 
to help, However, because of liability insurance, no 
one younger than 8 can be involved. Anyone 8 to 98 
is welcome to lend a hand to feed the many families 
in need in the metro area.  Any ques ons, please 
call Diane Aase at 651-402-0158, or email 
cdaase@gmail.com 

 On Nov. 11, SPR’s Sunday School gathered to make 450 sandwiches for 
those experiencing homelessness in the Twin Cities.  Here, three expert 
sandwich makers are at work! 



 

BIRTHDAYS 
02 Landis Osano, Lee Stupica 
03 Chloe Proctor 
05 Andrew Stevens 
08 Marge Charmoli 
10 Scott Hanson, Jameson Weber 
12 Phil Archer, Lydia Harris 
16 August Maki 
18 Karen Allard 
20 Teresa Ortiz, Karen Stuart 
21 Deanna Sande 
23 Novi Colbert, Kristen Damberg 
25 Betty Schmidt, David Weiss 
31 Diane Brennan, Matthew Webster 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 

02 Ed and Karen Stuart 
27 Lee and Lois Snook; Chris and Kathy Thomforde 
31 Duane and Marilyn Salness; 
 George Staples and Geruth Buetow 
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BIBLE MATTERS   
Because the Bible does 
matter, you are invited to 
engage the Book of Faith 
with the Bible Matters 
Group. Use these  lection-
ary readings for each week at home and join an 
engaging group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00 
a.m. at church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck.   
First Sunday of Advent Dec 2 
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25: 1-10;  
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
 

Second Sunday of Advent Dec 9 
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; 
Luke 21:25-36 
 

Third Sunday of Advent Dec 16 
Zephaniah 3:14-20;  Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Dec 23 
Micah 5:2-5a, Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10;  
Luke 1:39-55 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148;  
Colossians  3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

CHRISTMAS TREES...UP UP AND 
AWAY! Look for announcement in the weekly 
email and Sunday bulletins to be part of this fun 
activity!  As has become an annual tradition, wine 
and cheese will be served after our work is done! 

 
HANGING OF THE 
GREENS  Sunday Dec 23 
at Noon.   Stay after 
church and join us to deco-
rate the narthex, nave, chan-
cel to beautify our space to 
welcome the Christ Child.   
 
Stencil 
laid –see 
page 5 

 

Instant Christmas Pageant 
 

For the second year, SPR will host its “Instant Christ-
mas Pageant” at the early liturgy on Christmas Eve.  
No matter your age, this is your chance to shine as a 
shepherd, an angel, an animal, or one of the magi.  
Costumes are provided and ten minutes of rehears-
als yields a unique and joyful telling of the birth of 
Christ.  Join us as we celebrate Christ’s birth...in an 
instant! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT ST. PAUL-REFORMATION 
4:00 p.m. Liturgy + Monday, December 24 

All  
finished 
and 
ready for 
walking! 
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EPIPHANY this year is on Sunday, January 6.  

Normally this Festival day falls during the week, but 
once every seven years, we get it on a Sunday.  Join 
us as we celebrate the arrival of the magi and the 
“making known” of Jesus to the world.  Chalk to 
bless your house will be handed out...Happy Epiph-
any to all! 

 
MLK BREAKFAST + 

An annual Minnesota tradi-
tion, the General Mills Foun-

dation as well as UNCF will present the MLK holiday 
breakfast on Monday, January 21, 2019.  Watch for 
more information in the January Spectrum. 
 
THE PARISH ANNUAL MEETING will be held 
on Sunday, January 27 following the 10.30 liturgy.  
Approval of the budget, reports of committees, 
and election of a new parish council are all on the 
agenda. 
 
CHURCH BASEMENT LADIES: YOU SMELL 
BARN + SPR will head to the Ames Center for the 
Arts in Burnsville on Saturday, January 26 at 3:00 
p.m.  Watch the January Spectrum for more infor-
mation and about how you can buy tickets and join 
us! 

At the time of printing, rehearsals were well under way for the 
Children’s Sunday School Christmas Pageant.  Here, Sr. Stacie 
(our Cantor) leads the kiddos in learning Christmas carols! 

COMING ATTRACTIONS  
FOR JANUARY... 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 
SPR is delighted to welcome new members to this 
community, and we are excited to see how God is 
working amongst us to live lives of faith.  Welcome 
to: 

Roman and Hilary Hund 
Joel Nasset 

Jaimie Hochmuth 
Will Thompson 

Steve and Marji Ruth 
 
These new members will be received on Sunday, 
November 25 (after this issue of The Spectrum goes 
to print.  However, do look for photos and a short 
bio on these wonderful new people in January’s 
Spectrum as well as photos of them and a short bio 
in the narthex.  Welcome, new members...we have 
been expecting you!   

Above: Partner Parish Christo Libertador now has walls and roof... 
 

Band Day 
the Sec-
ond was 
held on 
Nov 11. 
Thanks to 
the young 
musicians 
who 
helped 
adorn our 
worship 
with their 
musical 
gifts! 



Santa
Claus

❆ Real Beard ❆
❆ Twinkling Eyes ❆
❆ Affordable Rates ❆

Leo Treadway
651-646-7717
let@mtn.org

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to
support your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin,
please contact J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the
church bulletin and create strong connections with your target
audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

WHY 
ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Aaron Brown 
REALTOR®

WWee  SSeellll  MMoorree……
BBeeccaauussee  WWee  DDoo  MMoorree!!

Call/Text:
(612) 616-0733
Email:
aaron@aaronbrownhomes.com

1002466 St Paul Reformation Lutheran C www.jspaluch.com                                                       ForAds: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

��������������

THE PERFECT REALTOR/CONTRACTOR TEAM!
Painting, updates, repairs &

staging to get you the best price.

Dan Schneider
Cell: 651-271-3905
dan.schneider@comcast.net

D
A
N

P
A
U
L

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.566.6170

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

St. Paul Automotive
Complete Care For Every Make & Model

• BBB & Angie’s List

• Customer Lounge & Wi-Fi

• 24 Point Inspection

• 24 Mo./24000 Mi. Warranty

• Courtesy Rides Available

• Family Owned

651-298-0956
910 Randolph Ave. St. Paul
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The Spectrum Monthly Newsletter 
St Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
100 Oxford St N  
St. Paul, MN 55104 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

J . S . Bach’s   

CHRISTMAS 
ORATORIO 

Saturday, December 8, 8:00 p.m. 
With the Minnesota Orchestra 

 
SPR has purchased a block of group  
tickets; they are $28.00, and you can 

sign up and pay in the narthex.  Be sure 
to catch the pre-concert lecture on  

Sunday, December 2 during  
Adult Forum. 
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