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Please join us as we celebrate this holy season: 
 

Visit of St. Nicholas 
Advent I, Dec. 3 at 10.30 a.m.; children 
should line up their shoes in the narthex  
before the liturgy begins. 
 
Children's Christmas Program 
Advent II,  Dec. 10 at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Advent Tea with the Central High 
School Madrigal Singers 
Wednesday, Dec. 12 at 11:30 a.m.  
 
Blue Christmas Liturgy with  
St. Clement’s Episcopal  
Sunday, Dec. 17 at 7:00 p.m. a special ser-
vice for those experiencing grief, loss, or 
loneliness this holiday season, to be held at 
St. Paul-Reformation in the West Transept. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Advent IV — Sunday Dec 24, one   

morning liturgy at 10:30 a.m. only; 
 
Christmas Eve 
Dec. 24 at 4:00 p.m. (Candlelight) & 10:30 
p.m. (Candlelight) preceded at 10:00 with 
Carols for the  Nativity 
 
 

Christmas Day Festival Eucharist 
Dec. 25 at 10:30 a.m. with special music 
and Choir, carol-sing begins at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 
Dec 31— one morning liturgy at 10:30 a.m. 
 
The Epiphany of Our Lord, Friday, Jan. 5 
at 7:00 p.m. with St. Clement’s Episcopal at 
St. Clement’s (901 Portland Ave., St. Paul)— 
Epiphany Reception at 6:00 p.m.; please 
bring an appetizer to share. 

 

CHRISTMAS at 
ST. PAUL-

REFORMATION 



 

WHEN I WAS A CHILD, every Christmas my 
family would listen—at Christmastime—to a re-
cording from the “Christmas Revels,” a group of 
actors and musicians who (still, to this day…) put 
on a version of a Medieval “Mystery” 
Play in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts.  “Mystery plays” were qua-
si-theatrical performances that 
were frequently presented on 
the steps of the Church, since 
they were not liturgical services 
and could not—in theory—take 
place during the normal schedule 
of worship.  Even so, these mys-
tery plays often helped people to 
understand (with some artistic 
license, of course…) basic biblical 
stories.  The one that is present-
ed each year by the Christmas 
Revels has to do with, of course, 
Christmas. 
 As part of this, a poem 
was read during each perfor-
mance by Franciscan mystic Gio-
vanni Giocando (1433-1515), 
called, “I salute you!”  The poem 
is included in the box to the right.  
In its inner lines is the admonition 
that “...within our reach is joy.  
Take joy.”  And, every year as I re-
read this poem at Christmastime, 
I wonder: what exactly is joy, and 
is it something that we might do 
a bit better at as Christian peo-
ple? 
 For many, the current 
state of the world is cause for 
alarm; and, in many cases, it should be.  Increasing 
“wars and rumors of wars” combined with ever 
increasing inequality, racial discrimination, and po-
litical polarization is reason to be concerned.  And, 
certainly, we must be concerned about these 
things and work to enter more fully into God’s vi-
sion for what the future holds. 
 But such things can become all-consuming, 
and they can quickly squash out joy in favor of an 
alarmist outlook that refuses (or is unable) to see 
the good in the world around us, much of it “within 
our reach” as the poem reminds us.  It is not 

healthy, either to the human spirit or the Christian 
call to be eternally pessimistic or perpetually angry.  
Eventually, such things prevent us from the joyful 
(and it is joyful!) life of God that is the call of a peo-

ple who live on this side of the empty 
tomb.  Indeed, as we prepare to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth, this call to 
joy might be one that is worth 
some further consideration on 
your part, if only to ask the chief 
question: can I be joyful, thankful, 
delight-ful in what God has done 
for me?  How you answer may say 
a very great deal about how you 
are willing—or unwilling—to take 
the “joy within your reach.” 
 This is not to be Pollyan-
naish about the very real chal-
lenges of the world or this Christ-
mastide.  There is much that 
needs changing, including the 
parts of us that wait for some 
miracle, as well.  But there is also 
much to be joyful about: children 
who delight in the traditions and 
stories of this season, the fact 
that (as one member reminded 
me) there is ever-increasing 
amounts of physical light starting 
on December 21, a new year, a 
new season of possibility, new 
joys that await.  Being able to en-
ter into such joy is every bit as 
important to Christian spirituality 
as self-reflection, the reading of 
scripture, prayer, etc.  Mostly, I 
think we often forget to be joyful.  

But this year, I hope that you do not.  I hope you 
will take joy seriously enough to seek it, to sit in it, 
and to let it wash over you with a simple prayer: 
“Thank you, God.” 
 So, at this Christmastide, I—like Fra Giovan-
ni— “salute you!”  Indeed he was right: the gloom 
that we so often experience is but a shadow, some-
times a very real shadow, but a shadow nonethe-
less.  There is always joy that is ready to shine light 
on these shadows with the promise that future 
days will get better, future hopes are being birthed 
even now, and joy—pure, unadulterated joy at the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I salute you! 
There is nothing that I can give which 
you have not; but there is much that, 

while I cannot give, you can take. 
   

No heaven can come to us unless 
our hearts find rest in it today.   

Take heaven.   
 

No peace lies in the future which is 
not hidden in this present instant.  

Take peace.   
 

The gloom of the world is but a shad-
ow; behind it, yet—within our reach—

is joy.   
Take joy. 

 
And so, at this  

Christmastime, I greet you  
with the prayer that for you,  

now and always;  
the day breaks, and  

the shadows flee away.”    
 

-Giovanni Giocando 
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QUILTING BEE Quilting Bee for 
Charity (Lutheran World Relief and 
local Safe House for LGBT Youth) 
Saturday, December 9, 9:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m. at SPR. You can sew, ar-
range blocks, iron, tie layers togeth-

er, cut fabric! Come with your own craft projects. 
Join in on the fun and the conversation! Bring a 
snack to share. Coffee provided. Contact Gwen 
Peyton Jackson at gwennpjackson@aol.com.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT REHEARSALS are 

3:30-5:00 p.m., Saturday - December 2 
and 9.  Children ages 3 to 6th grade are 
invited to participate in this annual 
event. Please make every effort to be 
with us on rehearsal days.   
 

SPR MEN OF FAITH Thursday December 5, 

7:00 p.m. at Episcopal Church Homes, University 
and Fairview.  Ed Stuart will lead us on the topic of 
ISAIAH’s conversation "Claiming Our Voice - A Pro-
phetic Faith Movement”.  
 

RECEPTION FOR ADEDIGBA FAMILY 
Dorcas, Daniel, Elizabeth, and Deborah joined our 
SPR family the first weekend of September.  We 
will celebrate their coming to us with a reception 
on Sunday Dec 3 after the 10:30 a.m. liturgy and 
visit with St. Nicholas.  Please join the party to 
share in the share in the joy that they are here and 
part of our faith community. 
 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT, DEC. 8, 6-9:30 
p.m. + Because parenting is hard work, SPR in-

vites all parents of children 4yrs to 6th grade to 
take a night off—we’ll take the kids!  We hope that 
parents will use this for date night, to get in some 
last-minute Christmas shopping, or just some alone
-time.  We will have dinner and activities planned 
for the kiddos, but you do need to sign up.  You can 
sign up online by going to www.stpaulref.org, and 
clicking on the slider which will take you to the sign
-up.  Go...have fun! 

ADVENT TEA + Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 
11:30 a.m.  Please join us for our fourth annual 

Advent Tea with the Central High School  Chamber 
Singers.  As in years past, they will present light 
Christmas music, followed by cookies, cider, and 
other goodies in Tidemann Hall.  This event is open 
to anyone, and is a great (and fun..!) way to usher 
in Christmastide in a lighthearted way.  Come and 
join us! 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Sunday December 11 during the 10:30 a.m. 
liturgy.  Our wonderful  Sunday School students 
will present their annual nativity play. 
 
HANGING OF THE 
GREENS  Thursday Dec 
22 at 10:00 a.m.  Join us to 
decorate the narthex, nave, 
chancel, and other spaces to 
beautify our space to welcome the Christ Child. 

 
BLACK NATIVITY + 
Each year, Rondo’s very 
own Penumbra Theatre pre-
sents Langston Hughes’ 
Black Nativity, a St. Paul 
Christmas tradition.  Join us 

as we make an SPR trip to Penumbra on Saturday, 
December 16 at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $15 for stu-
dents and seniors, and $40 for adults, and can be 
purchased by calling the Box Office at 651-224-
3180, or by visiting Penumbra’s website at 
www.penumbratheatre.tix.com. 
 
ST. NICHOLAS DAY + Sun-

day, December 3  SPR will cele-
brate the faith and witness of St. 
Nicholas with a special visit after 
the 10:30 a.m. liturgy, as well as 
other activities to help children 
learn about this Advent tradi-
tion.  Before the liturgy, children 
are invited to take off their shoes 
and line them up in the narthex 
for a special treat.  Please join us 
for this wonderful Advent tradi-
tion! 

coming of God—is as important a Christian disci-
pline (perhaps more so!) than any other.  
 May God bless you and those you love dur-
ing this great Christmas Season! 
Pr. Patrick H. Shebeck 



 

We welcomed Sr. Stacie Lightner to her work 
among us and congratulated her on her approval 
for consecration as a Deacon in the ELCA. 

Mark Bailey of the Building Restoration Corpora-
tion met with us and reviewed the exterior stone 
work which is now completed at a cost 
$242,495.  The bid for the work was made from ob-
servations at the ground level.  Upon actually 
climbing to the roof they discovered the east side 
of the bell tower needs more extensive work than 
originally bid.  This work is not done.  Because the 
area can only be excessed safely by using swing 
stage rigging, it has been neglected when work 
has been done previously in 1998 and 2003.   Mark 
said there is no damage to the interior wall at this 
time so this work could be postponed for a few 
years.  Based on that information, we recommend-
ed to postpone and that the building committee 
repair the elevator and entry door (estimated cost 
of $151,237) and use the remaining funds for interi-
or work that will be visible to congregants. The to-
tal pledged so far in the capital campaign is 
$616,000. 

One hundred thousand dollars from the campaign 
will be set aside for addition staff to be hired next 
year.  This includes the quarter-time increase for 
Sr. Stacie Lightner, and a half-time youth worker. 

We voted to authorize the executive committee to 
make decisions about investing any cash on hand 
from the capital campaign. 

Similar to last month, we are $1,214 behind in the 
budget.  Again income and expenses are both low-
er than budgeted.  We are also behind in our be-
nevolence payments.  We are behind in the annual 
stewardship pledges received.  Of 95 pledge cards 
sent out, only 66 have been returned.  $224,471 has 
been pledged whereas we had $265,811 pledged 
for 2017.  Follow-up will take place. 
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Scott Hanson, Jennifer Walding, John Whalen and 
our accountant Mary Christiansen have investigat-
ed a new software system called ICONCMO to re-
place our out-of-date financial membership sys-
tem.  ICONCMO will greatly help with managing the 
capital campaign income and expenditures.   We 
approved this recommendation to start January 1 
with a $600 one-time migration cost for current 
records and a $59 monthly cost.   

We have the potential of renting the former Hallie 
Q. Brown space for offices to The Singers, a musical 
group.  The executive committee will be exploring 
this option further.   

A huge shout out was given to Scott Hanson who 
has done a stellar job as treasurer this year.  He will 
be stepping down in February.  Also we thank Eldo-
ra Pearson for her work leading the children in de-
lightful singing. 

Practices are underway for the Christmas program 
and St. Nicholas will be making an appearance on 
December 3.  

A paid staff has been hired to work in our nursery 
together with one volunteer.  Children from birth 
to five years old are welcome there during the 
10:30 liturgy.   

The ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston takes place 
the end of June and we encourage our youth to 
attend.  See Pastor Patrick.  Scholarships are availa-
ble. 

The sanctuary team is well organized supporting 
Dorcas and family.  They are focusing on doing the 
necessary work to apply for asylum.  We are press-
ing ISAIAH and the supporting congregations for 
financial support to make up for the loss of apart-
ment rental income.  

Two other notes:  We are happy to have Ben Win-
kler with us as Sundays volunteering under the 
Christian Public Leadership program at Luther Sem-
inary.  Leo Treadway was featured in the documen-
tary Out/North on TPT and represented SPR well. 

 
Submitted by Deanna Sande, Council Secretary 

The Spectrum Published Monthly. 
St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
100 Oxford St N St. Paul, MN 55104. 
Issue: Volume 37 #12 
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HAVE YOU RETURNED 
YOUR 2018 PLEDGE CARD? 

 
Every year, we depend on pledges to anticipate 
and prepare the Parish Budget for the upcoming 
year; we are unable to do this if you have not re-
turned your pledge card.  So...if you have not re-
turned your 2018 Stewardship Pledge Card, or if 
the dog ate it, or if you need help filling it out, we 
are here to help!  Simply call the parish office for a 
new one and we’ll get you all squared away; we 
can even record your commitment over the phone 
and simply send you a confirmation.  Every little bit 
helps, and giving generously is part and parcel of 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  If 
you have not pledge in the past...this is the year to 
start!  Thank you—your gifts make a differ-
ence...for good!  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN BUILDING 
COMMITTEE UPDATE 
The Capital Campaign Building Committee members 
have continued to secure information and pro-
posals for the Physical Plan: The Building referenced 
in the September Spectrum.   
 Building Restoration Corporation personnel 
completed exterior work by Thanksgiving. Exten-
sive deterioration of stone on the east side of the 
tower was discovered with close inspection using 
lifts for other repair work. The work required is be-
yond the scope of the current contract. BRC provid-
ed a new estimate to complete the restoration of 
the tower east side. BRC presented an update of 
current work and reported on discovery of tower 
east side problems to the Congregation Council at 
their November meeting. The Congregation Council 
moved to defer restoration of east tower side at 
this time and will revisit it later.  
 All City Elevator submitted a proposal for 
elevator modernization. Elevator modernization 
and relocation of control panel and power unit to 
meet current codes will cost $136,237. Elevator 
modernization codes include lighting, wiring, and 
structural changes for temperature and moisture 
control in the location of the control panel.   
The Building Committee will receive proposals for 
upgrades in the youth room, bathroom near youth 
room, and adjacent Sunday School room. Requests 
for proposals for new bathrooms on Sanctuary level 
have been requested. An additional liturgical design 
firm is submitting a plan for narthex renovation. 
Landscaping on the east side to facilitate draining 
has been completed.  

The Building Committee prioritized various projects 
which will be completed with available resources. 
The priority list is as follows: 

Elevator modernization and upgrade of eleva-
tor entrance on grade level (handicapped 
accessible door, new flooring, painting, etc., 

Repair of Oxford entrance steps to meet code, 
Installation of handicapped accessible bath-

room and a second bathroom on Sanctuary 
level (architectural drawings are included in 
this issue of the Spectrum), 

Sanctuary upgrade to include in this order 
Paint ceiling and upgrade lighting 
Replace walls 
Remove carpet, refinish floor and con-

struct new ramp to meet code 
Sound system. 

Upgrade of youth room, bathroom, and Sunday 
School room on west side of lower level. 

Again, we appreciate feedback from members 
throughout this process. Your feedback has been 
valuable for our work. We will provide specific in-
formation about proposals once they are received. 
(Building Committee members are: Brian Olson, 
Kristen Damberg, Vicki Ostendorf, John Johnson, 
Patricia Graham and Alice Swan. Please feel free to 
contact any of us with your questions).  
 



 

THE O ANTIPHONS: PREPARE 
TO RECEIVE THE MESSIAH 
 
LET ME STATE THIS right from the 
start: I love Advent. It’s my favorite 
season of the church year. I love the 
mingled sense of hope and expecta-
tion and preparation and self-
examination. I love how the season 
starts with the apocalyptic emphasis 
on the second coming of Christ and 
then turns back to prepare for Jesus’ 
birth. Chronos and Kairos are holding 
hands, past and future are dancing 
together. It’s just the best thing ev-
er. And the hymns! My biggest chal-
lenge as a music directing is trying to 
get all the great Advent hymns 
squeezed into only four Sundays, an 
even bigger challenge in this year 
when Christmas Eve falls on a Sun-
day.  
 One of the most widely sung Advent hymns 
in the Church is “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” The 
text goes back to an eighth century poem with sev-
en stanzas, which was used responsorially at the 
evening service during the week leading up to 
Christmas Even. Eventually this developed into an 
antiphon, a chant leading into the Magnificat, the 
song of Mary, sung at Vespers during that week. 
These antiphons came to be known as the “O Anti-
phons” because each of them begins with the 
word “O” followed by a name for Jesus. On De-
cember 17, the O Antiphon is “O Sapientia,” or “O 
Wisdom.” On December 18, it is “O Adonai,” or 
“Lord.” After these come “Radix Jesse” (Root of 
Jesse), “Clavis Davis” (Key of David), 
“Oriens” (Dayspring or Morning Star), “Rex genti-
um” (King of the nations), and finally 
“Emmanuel” (God with us). A reverse acrostic is 
formed by the first letter of each of these titles for 
Jesus: ERO CRAS, which in Latin means “Tomorrow 
I will be with you.” The music of the chant was simi-
lar for each antiphon, but not identical because the 
meter of the poem was different from stanza to 
stanza. In the thirteenth century, five of the stan-
zas were adapted into a metrical poem, and in the 
fifteenth century the tune that we now associate 
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with the text was composed in France.  
 Modern use of this hymn is relatively recent. 
Nineteenth century England saw a revival of inter-

est in older music and liturgical practic-
es. John Mason Neale was a noted 

translator of old hymn texts, and 
because of his interest in old music, 
British ambassador to Sweden G.J.R. 
Gordon gave him a copy of Piae can-
tiones, a 16th-century Finnish collec-
tion of songs. Neale and Thomas 
Helmore worked together to trans-
late the songs into modern musical 
notation and English, and finally the 
hymn reached the shape that most 
of us know today. That five-stanza 
version appeared in the Lutheran 
Book of Worship, but now in Evangel-
ical Lutheran Worship all seven stan-
zas have been included. Consider 
using them in your devotional prac-
tice during the week leading up to 
Christmas Eve. 

 

MUSICIANS NEEDED! 
Musicians of all ages are needed to adorn our wor-
ship! As I get to know you, please let me know if 
you have musical skills that you would like to use in 
worship. Beginners can play short preludes, more 
experience folks can play descants on hymns, etc. 
If you have the desire to play, I will find something 
that works for you! But I can’t read your minds 
(that’s not a skill I acquired in deaconess for-
mation), so please don’t be shy about letting me 
know about your talents.  Please e-mail me at mu-
sic@stpaulref.org, or stop by the organ...I would 
love to meet you!                                        --Sister Stacie 

 
WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW NURSERY  
ATTENDANT + SPR is hap-

py to welcome on board Anna 
Mehus who will be working in our 
Nursery every Sunday from 9-
11:45 a.m.  Anna will be working 

with volunteers (we still need volunteers!) to provide 
a safe, consistent, fun place for little ones every 
week.  Please stop in the nursery to say hello, or bet-
ter yet...volunteer to help! 

“Chronos and 
Kairos are holding 

hands, past and  
future are dancing 
together.  It’s the 
best thing ever.” 
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DECEMBER LITURGY   
VOLUNTEERS AT 10:30 A.M. 

Ministry Scheduler Pro has scheduled volunteers for 
the liturgy as follows; please see below as to when 
you are scheduled based on your preferences.    
  

Sunday Dec 3 First Sunday of Advent 
Margaret Schuster, Ben Winkler, asst ministers 
Cynthia Peyton, lectors 
Dorcas Adedigba, Eldora Pearson, Gary Sande,  
greeters/ushers 
Linda Dahlen, cantor; Abby Hanson, acolyte 
Tony Hedlund, communion Assistant 
John Johnson, coffee/treats 
 

Sunday Dec 10 Second Sunday of Advent 
Jessa Anderson-Reitz, asst ministers 
Christmas Pagaent, no lectors 
Chuck Aase, Tim Iverson, Jim McGowan,  
 Tamika Ramirez, greeters/ushers  
Victoria Smith, cantor; Nadia Ramirez, acolyte 
Sandy Iverson, communion Assistant 
Diane and Chuck Aase, coffee/treats 
 

Sunday Dec 17 Third Sunday of Advent 
Bonnie Olson, Kaj Reinholdt, asst ministers 
Matthew Webster and Katie McKee, lectors 
Beth Benson, Sandy Iverson, Lee Lundin, Brian Olson  
greeters/ushers 
Carsten Slostad, Cantor ; Sam Eiken, acolyte 
Tim Iverson, Communion Assistant 
Jim and Anne Halgerson, coffee/treats 
 

Sunday Dec 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Luke Hanson, Tony Hedlund, asst ministers 
Shirley Henning, Matt Entenza, lectors 
Tim and Sandy Iverson, Lee Lundin, Deanna Sande,  
greeters/ushers 
Mike Banks, Cantor; Max Rouillard-Horne, acolyte 
Cheri Gohr, Communion Assistant 
Gary and Deanna Sande, coffee/treats 
 

Sunday Dec 31 First Sunday of Christmas 
Tony Hedlund,  TBD, asst ministers 
Peter Huckfeldt, Eldora Pearson, lectors 
Jim and Anne Halgerson Chuck Aase, Brian Olson,  
greeters/ushers 
Ben Winkler, Cantor; Pasy Bitrus, acolyte 
TBD , Communion Assistant 
Brian and Bonnie Olson, coffee/treats 
Christmas Eve and Day service leader schedules 
are on the website at www.stpaulref.org/liturgy 

DECEMBER ADULT FORUMS 
Every Sunday at 9.10 a.m. in Tidemann Hall 

Becky Boland, Emma Norton 
Services + Today, 45.1 million 
Americans live with mental ill-
ness.  Emma Norton works with 
women, children, and families 
who are homeless and have the 

added challenges of mental ill-
ness, chemical dependency or both.  We wel-
come Becky Boland, the Advancement Director 
for Emma Norton Services, a ministry of the Unit-
ed Methodist Church. 
 
How it is Told Matters: Shaping 
The Historical Narrative and 
Who Tells the Story, Dr. Mi-
chael Lansing, Augsburg Col-
lege + “History is told by the 
winners” is a phrase that is 
used to describe how the his-
torical narrative is taught and told.  What is the 
pedagogy of historical narrative, and why does it 
make a difference for how a society remembers 
events?  Michael Lansing is Professor of History at 
Augsburg College. 
 

Crayons Are Not Just for Col-
oring: The Compas Art Pro-
ject, Dawn Browne-White + 
COMPAS Art has been put-
ting creativity into the hands 
of Minnesotans for forty 
years.  COMPAS is a non-
profit education organization 

that teaches through art, pairing professional art-
ists alongside students, teachers, senior citizens, 
hospital patients, and just about any other com-
munity member to spark their imaginations and 
infuse their lives with creativity. 
 
Adult Forum goes on vacation December 24 and 
31.  We begin again on Sunday, January 7 as we 
welcome Samantha Solberg with College Possible. 
 

12.10 

12.3 

12.17 



 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN FUND is a active Neigh-

borhood Community Outreach ministry that gives immediate 
help to those in need.  See the January newsletter for a list of 
the many and varied ways this fund has helped our neighbors in 
2017. 

 
  When you are out shopping for your holiday gifts, please consider buying an extra grocery, gas or store 
card  to drop in the offering plate on Sunday. 
 
As we ramp up the balance of this Fund, we will receive a second offering on the second Sunday of the 
month. You are welcome to contribute to this fund at any time using the yellow envelopes available on 

Good Samaritan 
Fund Progress 
Balance: $ 1542 

 ELCA WORLD HUNGER DONATIONS TO DATE: $ 1180 
“Your generous gifts make it possible for ELCA World Hunger to work with churches and com-
munities as they identify and tailor solutions to  hunger and poverty, including multi-year pro-
jects in water, micro-loans, livestock, health, agriculture, advocacy and more. Together in an ex-
citing and challenging time we are doing what none of us can done alone.  As the ELCA, we are 
accompanying, providing and encouraging until all are fed. Rev. Daniel Rift, Director 

 
HALLIE Q BROWN FOOD SHELF DONATIONS: $  2843 
FEEDING OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS - Chilly weather has returned and the holidays 
are here so family budgets are stretched tight.  Our neighbors are looking to stock 
their pantries with dinner items: rice, pasta, pasta sauces, beans, canned fruits and 
vegetables, stews and soups, spices, tuna and other canned meats.  Both the Hallie 
Q Brown Food Shelf and the St. Paul-Ref Good Samaritan Fund continue to see a 
month by month increase of requests for food assistance.   
Please consider one of the following: 
* buy extra dinner items and bring to SPR and place in the food basket  
* buy a grocery card and place in either the food or offering basket 
*contribute to the SPR Good Samaritan Fund. 

PRAYERS  + Please remember in your prayers all 

those sick in mind, body, or spirit:  especially Steve 
Winfield, George Staples, Kay Bonzcek, Doug Mer-
chant, Kaj Reinholdt, Susie Adams, Lee Snook, 
Randy Beard, Dick Kennedy, Shirley Heyer, Tony 
Hedlund, Synovia Colbert, Anna Swenson-Seleen, 
Fern Mackey, Susannah Lyson Bender, Elaine Hol-
labaugh, Millie Olson, Missy Weider, Denine Harrell, 
and Louise Benson; those who are homebound: 
Gertie Jochum; those in hospice: Constance Smith.   
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SHEAR GRACE CHRISTMAS GIFT 
TREE  + In connection with The Family Place and 

to support families transitioning to a permanent 
home you may pick a mitten or two off the tree in 
the narthex, purchase, then bring the unwrapped 
items back and place under the tree.  Families mov-
ing to their new homes need just about everything 
and will be delighted to receive Christmas presents 
or gift cards to make their new spaces a home!!  



 

BIRTHDAYS 
02 Landis Osano, Lee Stupica 
03 Chloe Proctor 
05 Andrew Stevens 
08 Marge Charmoli 
10 Falnhyi Bitrus, Scott Hanson,  
Jameson Weber 
12 Phil Archer, Lydia Harris 
16 August Maki 
20 Teresa Ortiz, Karen Stuart 
21 Deanna Sande 
23 Synovia Colbert, Kristen Damberg 
25 Betty Schmidt, David Weiss 
29 Julecy Bitrus 
31 Diane Brennan, Matthew Webster 
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BIBLE MATTERS   
Because the Bible does mat-
ter, you are invited to en-
gage the Book of Faith with 
the Bible Matters Group. 
Use these  lectionary read-
ings for each week at home and join an engaging 
group weekly on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. at 
church with Pastor Patrick Shebeck.  Note: Bible 
Matters will not meet on Wednesday Dec 27. 
 
SUNDAY LECTIONARY 
December 3 First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-
9; Mark 13:24-37 
 
December 10 Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; 
Mark 1:1-8 
 
December 17 Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
December 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; Romans 16:25-27; 
Luke 1:26-38  
 
Dec 31 First Sunday of Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; 
Luke 2:22049 

ANNIVERSARIES 
12/02 Ed and Karen Stuart 
12/05 Joshua and Laura Sima 
12/27 Lee and Lois Snook;  
 Chris and Kathy Thomforde 
1230 Bob and Kim Colbert 
12/31 George Staples and Geruth Buetow 
 Marilyn and Duane Salness 

 

DEDICATION OF PRINT IN HONOR 
OF PR. ROGER MACKEY 

In thanksgiving for the ministry of Pastor Roger 
Mackey, the Parish Council has given a page of the 
St. John’s Bible to hang in the narthex; the illumi-
nated manuscript is the text of the Beatitudes 
(Matt. 5-7), and is by Calligrapher Thomas Ingmire.  
We will dedicate this artwork on Sunday, Decem-
ber 17 after the 10:30 a.m. liturgy, and will be 
joined by Pr. Mackey’s family.  Please join us as we 
give thanks for his faithful service to the Church! 

The Global Fiesta included community dinners that were hosted in the 
homes of SPR members.  Here, those who bid on the Korean dinner 
were treated to wonderful food in the Johnson home! 



 

JANUARY COMING  
ATRACTIONS... 
 

EPIPHANY TEA AND SERVICE OF HOLY 
COMMUNION ON FRIDAY JANUARY 5 +  
A Festive Epiphany Tea at 6:00 p.m. at St. Clement’s 
Episcopal Church.  Bring le over Christmas goodies, 
appe zers, crumpets etc. to share.  Beverages pro-
vided.  Following the Tea, there will be a Service of 
Holy Communion for the Epiphany of Our Lord. 
  
ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY JAN. 28  
Following the 10:30 a.m. liturgy.  At this meeting, 
the congregation will take up normal budgeting 
matters as well as matters related to the Capital 
Campaign/Building Committee.  Your input is im-
portant, and all confirmed members have a vote.  A 
catered lunch will be served afterward!  Join us! 
 
THE WAY: THIRD COHORT BEGINS 
IN JANUARY + SPR has now had two cohorts 

of “The Way,” our program for new members of 
this community, those interested in being baptized, 
and anyone else who would like to have a refresher 
in faith.  Beginning January 14 and going every-
other Sunday night through Holy Week, we gather 
for a meal in Tidemann Hall at 6:30 p.m. and are 
done by 8:00.  This is a pattern based on the an-
cient Christian Catechumenate (process of adult 
formation), and it is open to all.  Sr. Stacie Lightner 
will lead this cohort as part of her new duties in 
Adult formation.  Interested?  E-mail us at: pas-
torpatrick@stpaulref.org 
 
28TH ANNUAL MLK HOLIDAY 
BREAKFAST MONDAY, JANUARY 15,  
7 - 9:30 a.m. + Summit-University St. Paul location: 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 285 Dale St N 
General Mills Foundation and UNCF present an 
MLK Holiday Breakfast at the Minneapolis Armory 
Center to celebrate the life and legacy of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.  Our location features a live 
broadcast of the event including Keynote Speaker, 
David Oyetokunbo, a British-Nigerian actor and 
producer; a hot breakfast and local programming. 
Join us for these inspiring community celebrations. 
 
Twin Cities RIC Service Sunday Jan. 28  
Watch for updates and further information. 

H A P P E N I N G S  
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SPR youth dedicate 
our Luthergarten tree 
on Reformation Sun-
day (below); three of 
those baptized on All 
Saints Day pose with 
Pr. Doughty and Pr. 
Shebeck (left), and a 
fourth is baptized at 
the font (above)! 

Intergenera onal service project making sand-
wiches for the homeless.   450 sandwiches made 



Santa
Claus

❆ Real Beard ❆
❆ Twinkling Eyes ❆
❆ Affordable Rates ❆

Leo Treadway
651-646-7717
let@mtn.org

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to
support your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin,
please contact J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the
church bulletin and create strong connections with your target
audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in
the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

WHY 
ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas 

featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols 
and a reading of the Gospel of 
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby! 

Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Aaron Brown 
REALTOR®

WWee  SSeellll  MMoorree……
BBeeccaauussee  WWee  DDoo  MMoorree!!

Call/Text:
(612) 616-0733
Email:
aaron@aaronbrownhomes.com

1002466 St Paul Reformation Lutheran C www.jspaluch.com                                                       ForAds: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Stay in the Home You Love!

651-278-7352
www.jacksongohear.com

$200 off with this ad

St. Paul Automotive
Complete Care For Every Make & Model

• BBB & Angie’s List

• Customer Lounge & Wi-Fi

• 24 Point Inspection

• 24 Mo./24000 Mi. Warranty

• Courtesy Rides Available

• Family Owned

651-298-0956
910 Randolph Ave. St. Paul
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St Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
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St. Paul, MN 55104 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 6-9:30 p.m. + 4 yrs—6th Grade 
Parents: a night to escape your children and go on a date, get some shopping done, or 

just relax...we’ll take the kids for dinner and activities!   
Sign up on SPR’s website: www.stpaulref.org 
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