
Family Matters – wk2  – oct 15, 2020 [small grp leader guide] 

 

BOTTOM LINE Your family matters even though it’s fractured. 
 
SCRIPTURE By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future (Hebrews 11:20 NIV). 
 
GOAL OF SMALL GROUP To help students understand that problems, dysfunction, or pain in their family story doesn’t 
mean their family can’t be a part of God’s story. 

THINK ABOUT THIS This is a heavier message than last week because we’re going to be talking about the brokenness we 
can all find in our families. Remind students that small group needs to be a safe space to talk about some of our most 
difficult family issues. Please remind your students that confidentiality is really important in your small group. Your 
students may not be ready to open up completely about what they are facing in their homes. Don’t feel like you have to 
force it.  
 
*Create meaningful conversations. Adjust the questions as needed, and don’t feel like you need to answer all of them. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. (In 30 seconds or less), what has been the most important thing that has happened to you this week? (It could be 
good or bad) 

2. What stuck out to you tonight from the talk? 

3. Do you feel “pain” from your family? If so, where? (Leaders Note: Keep in mind that there are some situations where 
the best thing a student can do is remove themselves. If they are in harm’s way, encouraging them that seeking help is 
appropriate. Please talk with Jake if there are any situations you have a question about or need help with.) 

4. Have you contributed to the pain in your family? How have you contributed to the health in your family?  

5. Read Hebrews 11:20. ”By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.” 

6. Jacob and Esau probably would be surprised to learn they were such a big part of God’s story – despite their 
dysfunction. God can use your family, too---no matter how broken and messed up it might seem. 
What are some things you can do to show your family that God loves them? 

7. How can this group support one another as we deal with family issues? 

Say: Remember, your family matters…even though it may have issues or dysfunction.  
Don’t give up on your family or on yourself. God loves you and He loves your family! 

*Ask for Prayer Requests and close your group in prayer (any family related prayer requests??) 

 

LEADERS, TRY THIS Leaders, ask God tonight what students he wants you to reach out to. Maybe there is a student in 
your small group that would like to talk further about their family---or maybe a few of your students just need an 
encouraging message or some prayer. Ask Jesus and see what He tells you! 

Leaders: On the back of this sheet, write down the names of students that God wants you to reach out to and encourage 
this week.  


