Day 21
Saturday, January 26, 2019
Scripture for the Day: 1 John 3:16-18
Prayer Focus: Corporate worship time gathering and salvation, commitment,
volunteers
It is so hard to love others when we are at the center of our own universe. But God IS
at the center of His universe and loves us like crazy! Don’t ever let this epic truth
become so familiar that it ceases to impact you: God sent His Son Jesus to DIE for
you! That’s love!
This is also the example of love that we are commanded to have for others. But this
command is not just an obligatory command. It should be a delightful one! If we
know the depth and pain that Jesus had to go through to take the cross for you and
me, how can we look at a brother of sister and halt compassion? How can we see a
brother or sister in utter need and not lay down our pride to humbly lift them up? If
love does not exist in you for others, you know not God’s love.
Today’s prayer:
1. Lord, because you laid down your life for me, convict me to lay
down my life for others
2. Lord, when I tell someone I love them, challenge me to show it just
as much through my actions
3. Lord, may I also be excited and overwhelmed by the love you have
demonstrated on the cross for me! May it never grow old to me!

Here and There - 2019

Day 20
Friday, January 25, 2019
Scripture of the Day: Genesis 37

FCers,
Thank you for joining us for this journey of prayer during the 21 Days of Prayer. I
pray and hope that these 21 days are a rich time for you and the Lord. My hope is
that each of you will start the year out seeking the Lord through prayer and fasting.
This year’s reading plan is adapted from the F260 or Foundations Reading Plan by
Robby and Kandi Gallaty. We want to encourage each of you to consider following
this plan through 2019. It will take you all the way through the Bible. (It is not every
verse but the majority of Scriptures.) You can purchase a book or simply download
the plan online. They have adapted it for teens and for children also. Here is the link
to all of these resources. https://replicate.org/f260-bible-reading-plan/
I pray that 2019 is the best year we have ever seen at Fellowship. My prayer for this
year is that we will be more and more faithful both Here and There. I pray we begin
in our own spiritual lives and that impacts our families. That our families being
spiritually healthy impacts our church being healthy. That our church being healthy
increases our influence for the Gospel in our community. That our community
coming to Christ empowers our impact on Global missions. I pray that more and
more we will be faithful both Here and There.

In Christ,
Pastor Kirk

Daily Prayer Focus: Geaux Ascension
God had a plan for Joseph’s life. At first glance, Joseph’s dreams caused envy and
strife with his brothers. But not even the hatred and indifference from his family
could thwart God’s plan for his life. This plan did not materialize until later in
Joseph’s life, but every hardship that he faced prepared him for what was to come.
Many people quote passages like Jeremiah 29:11 and think that the plans of God are
pointed at them specifically. But God’s plan for Joseph’s life would save his whole
family. God’s plan for the church is to bring salvation to the world. We can rejoice in
our deliverance from sin and shame. May we never forget that God has a plan not
just for our lives, but for the redemption of his people. We get to join in on the best
rescue mission since time begin.
Pray for our volunteers and Geaux Ascension leaders
Pray for our events that are coming up (Night to Shine, Fix it Day, etc…)
Pray that God would use us for his glory.

Day 19

Corporate prayer schedule

Thursday, January 24, 2019
Scripture of the Day: Genesis 33, 35
Daily Prayer Focus: Church Leaders: pastors, staff, life group leaders, deacons, team
leaders, ministries
Pray for our leaders to be endowed with wisdom to prepare our church for a season
on multiplication. Pray that Life Group Leaders will empower others to step into
leadership roles and multiply their groups. Pray that our deacons, team leaders and
other ministry leaders will be prepared to receive the growth that God has for
Fellowship Church as a whole. Pray that leaders and volunteers will spring up in our
Airline campus to help lead the growth taking place within Fellowship Airline.

Sunday 1/6
Monday 1/7
Tuesday 1/8
Wednesday 1/9
Thursday 1/10
Friday 1/11
Saturday 1/12
Sunday 1/13
Monday 1/14
Tuesday 1/15
Wednesday 1/16
Thursday 1/17
Friday 1/18
Saturday 1/19
Sunday 1/20
Monday 1/21
Tuesday 1/22
Wednesday 1/23
Thursday 1/24
Friday 1/25
Saturday 1/26

Hebrews 11:6
Job 38-39
Job 40-42
Genesis 12:1-3
Genesis 15
Genesis 16-17
Hebrews 11:8-10
Hebrews 11:17-19
Genesis 18-19
Genesis 20-21
Genesis 22:3
Genesis 24
Genesis 25:19-34, 26
Romans 4:20-22
2 Corinthians 10:7-12
Genesis 27-28
Genesis 29-30:24
Genesis 31:3
Genesis 33, 35
Genesis 37
1 John 3:16-18

Sundays - Church service prayer
Mondays - Membership - families, marriages, financial wisdom, health, ministry,
reaching full potential in obedience to Christ
Tuesdays - Salvation for people in your circles of influence
Wednesdays - Mission Emphasis
Thursdays - Christ Leaders: pastors, staff, life group leaders, deacons, team leaders,
ministries
Fridays - Geaux Ascension
Saturdays - Corporate worship time gathering and salvation, commitment,
volunteers

Practical Guide to Fasting

Day 18

Wednesday, January 23, 2019
Scripture for the Day: Genesis 31:3

Fasting is to abstain from something temporal to obtain something eternal. Typically,
fasting is abstinence from physical nourishment to seek spiritual nourishment.
Fasting can also include abstaining from a particular activity, hobby, or habit for the
purpose of replacing that activity, hobby, or habit with a spiritual focus and practice.
In Matthew 6:16, Jesus said: “When you fast.” Prayer and fasting is a scripture-an
ordained act of obedience-a deep means of humbling ourselves before God, drawing
closer to Him, and making room for Him to speak and act in our lives. Jesus did not
say, “if you fast,” but “when you fast.” Fasting is an expected spiritual discipline in
the life of a Christ-follower. We hope these suggestions will help you learn to
practice this spiritual discipline well.

Spiritual Suggestions:
-Determine the length of your fast ahead of time.
-Identify, confess, and repent of all revealed sins before and during your fast.
-Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s promptings in the area of relationships and act
accordingly.
-Pray fervently and continually.
-Get large quantities of Scripture into your life through
hearing, reading, studying, memorizing, and meditating on God’s Word.
-Set aside time to be still before the Lord.
-Keep a journal of your experience - specific prayer request, written prayers,
devotional thoughts, and spiritual insights gained during the fast.
-Skipping meals alone will not result in a meaningful fast. You must set aside time to
pray and seek spiritual insights.
-Dedicate at least as much time to prayer and the study of God’s word as you
normally would spend in food preparation and eating.
-Spend quality time in praise and worship to God.
-Seek God about when, how and with whom you may share your experience. If God
permits, your testimony can challenge, inspire, and expand the faith of others.
Always give God the glory for what he has done.

Daily Prayer Focus: Mission Emphasis

Jacob would have fit well within our recent Sunday morning series Unlikely. Within
the midst of a very complicated family dynamic filled with attempts to control the
future, God uses unlikely people and circumstances toward His good purpose. At
this point in the story Jacob has great prosperity, but a jealous father in-law causing
consistent strife. Jacob hears from God to leave the troubles of his current situation
and return to his home-land. However, home was not a land of peace but of past
deception that left his brother angry and vowing to kill Jacob. Jacob must wrestle
with his past, present, and at the end of chapter 32 we see Jacob wrestle directly
with God over his future. Ultimately, Jacob needed to trust him to take care of them
all. What are you wrestling with today? In all life’s circumstances, will you trust
God’s sufficient grace?
Today our prayer focus is missions, GO-ing with the good news of Jesus
Christ. Where is God sending you with the transformation of His truth? Go and trust
His sufficient grace.
-Pray specifically today that that people would understand God’s command to, “Go
and make disciples.”
-Ask God to give confidence to His children to answer His call to Go.
-Pray that individuals would be diligent in preparing spiritually for their specific
mission opportunities.
-Ask God to remove any fear people have to engaging in mission opportunities.
-Pray for success in helping our mission partners to reach their communities with the
love of Christ.

Practical Guide to Fasting
Day 17
Tuesday, January 22, 2019

[Physical Suggestions]

Scripture for the Day: Genesis 29-30:24

-The day before you begin a fast, eat light. Suggestions are fresh fruit and vegetables.
Soup, sandwiches, etc.
-Drink plenty of water.
-Determine in advance what type of fast you will undertake, only water, water and
juice. Or some food for special needs such as diabetes.
-Avoid chewing gum. Chewing activates the digestive processes.
-Avoid acidic juices such as tomato and orange juice which may be hard on the
stomach.
-Keep to light physical activity if you exercise.
-Expect some physical, mental and sometimes emotional discomfort.
-End the fast gradually and don’t overeat. Lighter foods are suggested when you
break the fast.
- Total food fasts are limited in time scope. There are many ways to fast for longer
periods.

Daily Prayer Focus: Salvation for those in your circles of influence
The seedy saga of Jacob, Leah, and Rachel is among the Old Testament’s
strangest- and saddest. Even setting aside the admittedly disturbing details of the
trio’s relationship (if you’ve read it, you know what I mean!), the force of the story is
their insatiable search for love, security, and joy in anyone and anything but God.
Jacob thinks Rachel will satisfy him. Leah believes Jacob will make her life
worthwhile. Rachel is convinced a child will solve her woes.
What does this have to do with us today? Everything! Our world is filled with people
desperately searching for the same things Jacob, Leah, and Rachel were striving after
- love, security, joy, and a reason to make life worth living. But nothing this world
offers us- not money and possessions, achievement and accomplishment,
relationships and recreation- can fully and finally satisfy us. Only Jesus is able to
meet us in the place of our deepest longings!
As you encounter others today, look on them with discernment and compassion, and
ask yourself- What is this person looking to as their “savior”? How can I introduce
them to Jesus, the ultimate and only solution to the ache that ails us all? Pray that
God would grant you the opportunity to speak into others’ lives in a powerful way.

[Partial fasts]

- Fast from breakfast, lunch, or dinner to set aside that time to spend in prayer and
Scripture.
Simply take off the same meal every day and set that time aside to the Lord.
- Fast for one day each week.
- Fast from a particular type of food for the entire 21 days. (Something you would
normally like to have) Example: Sweets, fried foods, fast food, out to eat, etc.
[Focused fasts]
- Consider a “diet” type fast. Perhaps part of your spiritual struggles include the sin
of gluttony. Consider taking these 21 days to start a journey toward healthy,
Christ-honoring eating.
- Fast from alcohol. (We encourage all of you to consider fasting from alcohol for the
entire 21 days. It is never a bad thing to give the body a purge and to remind yourself
that you do not need that drink to take the edge off or unwind. You need the Holy
Spirit to fill you with peace, comfort, and hope.)
[Non-food fasts]
- Fast from social media for 21 days.
- Fast from television.
- Fast from fishing or hunting or shopping…whatever your consuming hobby is.

Practical Guide to praying
Day 16
Matthew 6:9-13 is called the Lord’s Prayer or the Model Prayer. In this passage
Jesus is less trying to set out a prayer to be recited as much as he is setting forth a
pattern to be modeled in prayer. It is simple, yet instructive. This is not intended to
be a commanded order for prayers, but it is simply a guide in prayer.
A – Adoration
Begin by praising God for who He is.
This is the only portion of prayer that seems to matter in order. Start with praise. The other
elements of prayer often flow differently in Scripture based on the situation, but God is always
praised first.

“Our Father” - recognize who God is and his relationship towards you.
“who is in Heaven” – recognize and proclaim his holiness and goodness. Speak of his
authority with praise. His Kingdom and His will are good things.

C – Confession
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespassed against us”
- Speak your sin to God directly, specifically, and honestly.
- Forgive sins directly, specifically, and honestly.
- If you have sin between you and a brother, leave your “sacrifice at the altar, go and be made
right with them. Then return.” Go make amends – now is better than later.

T – Thanksgiving
“Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.”
- God is worthy of praise and gratitude.
- Be specific about what you are thankful for.

S – Supplication
Prayers on behalf of others, yourself, and situations.
“Give us this day our daily bread.”
“Lead us not into temptation.”
“Deliver us from evil.”
[Practical Prayer Tips]
- Find a quiet place.
- Get up early. (Jesus did this all the time.)
- Journal prayers.
- Set a time and stick with it. Increase the time you pray over 21 days. If you need to
start with 5 minutes and find that difficult, set a goal to be praying for 30 minutes by
the end of these 21 days by increasing the amount of time you are praying every few
days.
- Pray out-loud.
- Remove all distractions from your prayer place.
- No phone, tablets, computers, devices, etc.

Monday, January 21, 2019
Scripture of the Day: Genesis 27-28
Daily Prayer Focus: Membership of Fellowship– families, marriages, financial
wisdom, health, ministry, reaching full potential in obedience to Christ
Blessings come in many forms. Some blessings are not the ones we want. Esau
wanted the blessing given to Jacob, but God had other plans. Truth was, Esau had
belittled the inheritance of the Lord when he sold his birthright to Jacob for a cup of
stew just because he was hungry. Esau took a wife for the purpose of displeasing his
father.
Jacob was a deceiver and Esau, a rebel. Yet, it is through this generation that God
blesses his people in many ways. Jacob is blessed by the Lord in many ways. He
becomes a man of great wealth and with a large family.
Truth is, all of us wrestle with life not being exactly what we hoped for. Often there
are blessing we all wish we could have, but we do not. How, today, can you better
appreciate the blessings you have instead of begrudging the ones that you do not
have? How, today, can you better praise the Lord for the blessings you have
received instead of begrudging the ones others have received?
Prayer: The People of Fellowship
Pray blessings on others today. I encourage you to take some time and pray through
your life group and/or ministry team. Pray for specific blessings in the lives of the
people you are connected with in growth and service.

Practical Guide to praying
Day 15
Church Prayer Service
Sunday, January 20, 2019
Scripture of the Day: 2 Corinthians 10: 7-12
You and I, we’re the same. Now let me clarify. I’m probably funnier than you. You’re
probably smarter than me. God made us unique. But he didn’t make us “better” than
anyone else. We’re the same. God loves you- despite your flaws and successes – the
same way He loves me. Our degrees, our experience, our backgrounds, our
personalities don’t qualify us. Only our obedience to Christ. Because when we all
kneel before our King, we are all in the same position. We are all on level ground.
Paul is saying, my words may be strong and I may appear to be weak- but God is
made strong despite my weakness. Don’t underestimate the power and strength of
God. Don’t discount a person because of their flaws. Don’t discredit yourself because
of your weaknesses. Trust that God qualifies and equips you fully as you walk in
obedience. He won’t call you without equipping you.
There’s a dangerous trap set for all of us- it is the comparison trap. This trap always
leads to envy, jealousy, and sometimes resentment. Last I checked, none of those
things are listed as a fruit of the Spirit. I don’t know a single person that has fallen
into this trap to have found happiness. Don’t try to “measure up” by looking down
on others. Pray today with humility. See the best in others and celebrate their
success rather than envy it. Believe and trust God’s best for you and measure
yourself by what He says about you.

[Journal]
We encourage you to keep a journal during these 21 days. The goal of a journal is to
look back and see answered prayers, changed prayers, and challenging prayers.
Journaling allows us to go back and get a big picture of what God is saying to us over
a period of time.
Things to journal…
- Specific people and situations you are praying for.
- “Be a Bringer” names. People you are praying for the salvation of and your
witness towards.
- Thoughts you believe are from the Holy Spirit in your prayer time.
- Things you learned in your Bible reading.
- Experiences that you confess. Things that caused you to struggle with sin.
- Temptations. Journal your battle and give God glory in every victory.
- Family experiences in prayer or Scripture.

[Leading your family in 21 days of prayer]
We encourage you to set aside some time for 21 days to involve your children in
prayer and fasting. Pray together daily. Use a daily guide to pray over certain things
on different days of the week. Keep your prayer time short enough that it is age
appropriate but long enough it requires choosing time with the Lord. They will not
learn the value of prayer by day-dreaming while you pray a long time nor by flippant
short prayers that do not call them into really praying along with you.
For young children, I encourage you to consider The Jesus Story Book Bible. For
older kids and teenagers, I encourage you to find a simple reading plan – perhaps on
the YouVersion app – and read that together.

Encourage your children to fast in kid-healthy ways. Food fasting is more difficult for
the growing body. They can fast from types of foods. (Sweet or salty is a good idea.)
Consider a fast from electronics and gaming. Kids in our culture need to learn how
to be still with their mind and spirit not just their body. Help them learn to just get
still and quiet for the purpose of seeking the Lord.
Make the first steps practical enough. If your household is one that uses such
devices constantly, consider by starting with 3 hours every evening where no one
(including you) uses electronics. Help that time be spiritually purposeful by adding
Scripture and prayer time together.

Day 1
Church Service Prayer
Sunday, January 6, 2019
Scripture of the Day: Hebrews 11:6
As we begin these 21 days, may we be filled with faith. For in Christ, we can be sure.
Faith pleases God. It is the ability to see beyond temporal circumstances to the
eternal realities of God and His promises, and as a result, take God at His Word and
act on His promises - despite conflicting circumstances, thoughts, and feelings.
Where in your life do you need to trust the Lord even though you don’t understand
His plan?
God wants us to maximize this life that He has given us and He knows that without
the power of the Holy Spirit guiding us and the work of Christ motivating us, we will
never be able to live life to the full. Many times we face battles and times when our
faith and values will be challenged. When faced with financial struggle, our hearts
will be exposed to see whether we truly value God or money more. When faced with
persecution, we are tested to see whether we will value God or our reputation - or
even our own lives - more.

Just like a wife who is pleased when her husband chooses her above other people,
God finds pleasure in seeing us choose Him above all. And in the life of the
Christian, faith is strengthened and rewarded in the seeking. When we seek Him, we
are rewarded. He is our reward. The most obvious way to seek Him is in the Bible.
Will you commit 2019 as the year you seek God, by faith, in His Word?
Will you read it regularly, even daily?

Day 14
Saturday, January 19, 2019
Scripture for the Day: Romans 4:20-22 - 20
Daily Prayer Focus: Corporate Worship time gathering and salvation,
commitment, volunteers
What makes a man or woman “not waver in unbelief at God’s promises?” Could it be
the intimacy one has with God? Could it be the passionate prayer life of a faithful
man or woman?
It is no coincidence that Abraham had authentic, active faith. Faith isn’t a magical
formula that you are born with in infancy. Faith is trust but faith also takes practice. I
can imagine a man like Abraham dialoging with God in steadfast prayer. How else
could a man and his wife be so faithful to God other than to spend time with him?
To be strengthened in our faith, we must glean from the one who gives such faith
to us.
Abraham trusted the God he KNEW, so he never wavered in his faith. He was
convinced of what God PROMISED.
Our prayer today may need to be honest evaluation:
If I don’t trust God like I could, is it because I don’t know Him like I should?

Day 13

Day 2

Friday, January 18, 2019

Monday, January 7, 2019

Scripture of the Day: Genesis 25:19-34, 26

Scripture of the Day: Job 38-39

Daily Prayer Focus: Geaux Ascension and ministry volunteers of local missions and
church plants

Daily Prayer Focus: Membership of Fellowship– families, marriages, financial
wisdom, health, ministry, reaching full potential in obedience to Christ

The story of Jacob and Esau is ripe with family dysfunction. The twins from birth
were as different as night and day. It’s the quintessential story of brains over brawn.
But what’s even more alarming is that God seems to favor the trickery of Jacob, over
the ignorance of Esau. Esau seemed to only see what was right in front of him,
where Jacob looked towards a time when their father Isaac would give out his
blessing to his firstborn son. This is sibling rivalry at its worst. But what seems to
stand out is that Jacob was passionate towards carrying on the family name more
than his brother Esau that “despised his birthright.” If God can honor a trickster like
Jacob, then he can just as sure hear the prayers from any of us that carry around just
as much deceit.
Pray for our partners with Geaux Ascension.
Pray that God would bring revival too Ascension parish and beyond.
Pray that we would hear from God clearly on the direction of our ministries.

Job is not reprimanded for much. He is a righteous man. The exchange between Job
and the Lord found in these passages come after Job has questioned the Lord. Job
has been faithful. He has not cursed God nor has he abandoned God, but his
accusations have grown into the realm of questioning the character of God and his
righteousness.
These 2 chapters are God taking a few moments to remind Job of who He is and
what He has done. The primary reality of this passage is how little we are in
comparison to how great God is. How small we are next to his power. How limited
our perspective is compared to his. Job is reminded that all that is, was, and will be
is the result of all that God is, has done, and will do.
We need this reminder in the midst of the negative things in life. “Every good and
perfect gift is from above.” Spend some time today thanking God for the things you
fail to be grateful for on a regular basis.
Prayer: The People of Fellowship Church
Pray for the people that are having impact on your life through Fellowship Church.
Pray for their well-being personally, not just their impact corporately. Spend some
time praying for their family members by name. Pray for their marriage. Today
would be a good day to send a note of encouragement to a leader or church member
that you have not openly expressed appreciation to in some time. Encourage one
another as long as it is called today.

Day 3

Day 12
Thursday, January 17, 2019

Tuesday, January 8, 2019
Scripture of the Day: Genesis 24
Scripture for the Day: Job 40-42
Daily Prayer Focus: Salvation for those in our circles of influence
This text, at the close of Old Testament book of Job, is pretty eye opening. For the
better part of two chapters, God lays out before Job- in stunning and terrifying detail
- just how incomparably powerful He truly is. He is the sovereign Lord over everyone
and everything in His creation, with no exceptions!
Why does this matter to us as we gather to pray today? There are many reasons to
which we could point, but as we pray specifically for others’ salvation, I want us to
consider God’s sovereignty in light of the obstacles we often experience in sharing
Jesus with others.
Take some time this morning to clearly and specifically identify some of the barriers
that you’ve battled in your life and relationships- the reasons why you’ve believed
God couldn’t use you to reach someone else, or perhaps why you’ve been convinced
others wouldn’t respond to the Gospel.
As you reflect on these today, see them freshly in light of who God reveals Himself to
be. Ask yourself this- Is anything too difficult for God? Is anyone beyond His
rescuing, restoring, transforming touch? Pray that God would restore your
confidence in Him, and in the Gospel, today.

Daily Prayer Focus: Pastors, staff, life group leaders, deacons, team leaders,
ministries. Expect God to Respond When Praying His Promises
Typically a promise is or should be something that we can take to the bank and
consider it done, even if it takes a while for it to be fulfilled. We know that when God
makes a promise we can certainly count on it being fulfilled. When we pray
according to the promises of God we can expect God to grant results that are in
favor of His promises. However, if we fail to recognize the fulfillment of our prayers
we miss the true blessing in seeing God’s faithfulness revealed. Here are a few key
points to consider expecting God to answer your prayer.
1. Remember God’s covenant. (7-8)
2. Ask God for success. (12)
3. Recognize when God is at work. (15, 17)
4. Acknowledge where your help comes from and properly respond with worship
and praise unto the Lord. (26, 27)
Pray for God to help us to see when He is at work within our lives individually and as
a church. Give our leaders spiritual eyes to see He is moving within our church and
our community. Let us move towards God when we see Him moving around us. God
is at work and always inviting us to get involved in His work. Ask God to help our
leaders to recognize Him doing His work and recognize when He is inviting them/our
church to join Him in His work.

Day 11

Wednesday, January 16, 2019
Scripture for the Day: Genesis 22:3

Day 4
Wednesday, January 9, 2019
Scripture for the Day: Genesis 12:1-3

Daily Prayer Focus: Our Wednesday prayer focus is missions, to Go with the good
news of Jesus Christ. We partner with organizations around the world that face the
same challenges we face at home. There is a spiritual battle waging that seeks to
distract Christ followers from obedience to the Father. Ephesians 6:18 instructs us to
“pray for all the saints.”

This morning, use your own experiences listening and obeying as a prompt of how to
pray for those involved in our global partnerships.
1.Children’s Cup – Dayizenza South Africa
2.Louisiana Reach Haiti
3.Seminary Extension and Church Partner – Honduras
4.Our 2019 Mission Teams

To listen and obey can seem such a simple instruction for a life of faith in God but
can become complicated when making the actual attempt. Today we encounter
Abraham listening to God and exercising his faith in obedience. We should not
expect to encounter the specific request to sacrifice a son but will often still
encounter the same complications.
What is of ultimate value to you that God is asking you to give up for his glory?
What are you certain God is asking you to do that you are struggling to see the
purpose or understand the outcome? Listen and obey…

Daily Prayer Focus: Today’s prayer emphasis is missions, to GO with the good news
of Jesus Christ. Pray today that you would hear and respond to God’s voice. What is
God showing you? Where do you need to Go with the gospel? Pray that everyone
would participate in bringing real life in Christ to Ascension Parish and Beyond.

Blessings are in an interesting economy that we are given the great pleasure to
participate in daily. God richly blesses obedience and our obedient response to a
blessing should be to bless others. Thus, opening the door for additional blessings
that might flow through us to others. Principally, what we have is for the benefit of
others and how we handle what we have affects our readiness to receive.
Central to the economy of God’s blessings is operating within His will and His
way. Abraham knew God by the testimony of scripture and He heard God’s
instruction to go “to a land I will show you.” Pursue God through the scripture, talk
to Him consistently in prayer and respond regularly to what He shows you.

Day 5

Day 10

Thursday, January 10, 2019
Tuesday, January 15, 2019
Scripture of the Day: Genesis 15
Scripture of the Day: Genesis 20-21
Daily Prayer Focus: Church Leaders: pastors, staff, life group leaders, deacons,
team leaders, ministries
Believe!
Believing God for long awaited promises can be very discouraging. God never
promises and not delivers on His promise. Often we lose heart and become
discontent with the wait time. There’s an old saying that “He may not come when
you want Him, but He’s always on time. "In this case “on time” is God’s time. Usually
from our perspective God is always late, because we don’t want to wait on Him.
When we don’t wait on the Lord we become anxious, worried, nervous, stressed out,
many of the things that make us sick with headaches, ulcers, muscle spasms,
muscular pain almost to the point that we go to the doctor thinking that our body is
breaking down, but it’s really the sin of worrying and not waiting and resting in the
Lord. Believe God and that’s it. No need to try to figure it out. Just believe in the
promise (vision) of God and wait on Him.

Pray that our church leadership will believe God for the things that are seemingly
impossible or have been long expected. Pray for renewal of God’s vision in the
Beyond Initiative and that every leader would renew their commitment to the work
God is doing in FC. Pray for new leaders to rise up and believe in what God has
placed in them and is calling them to use for His glory and His purposes.

Daily Prayer Focus: Salvation for those in our circles of influence.
There are a lot of different (and quite interesting!) things happening in Abraham’s
life and family throughout these two chapters, but let’s focus on the beginning of
Genesis 21 with the long-awaited fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham and
Sarah. At the ripe young ages of 100 (Abraham) and 90 (Sarah), after a quarter
century of waiting, God gives them a son, Isaac! What a miracle!
As miraculous as this physical birth was, though, even it can’t compare to the miracle
of spiritual birth that God makes possible for all who trust and follow Jesus. Is there
someone for whom you have been praying for many years, and after all this time
have all but given up on? Perhaps this is a family member, friend, neighbor, or
coworker. Take some time today to write these names below, and ask God to
restore your faith that He is able to save even them!
In addition, exercise your reborn faith by reaching out to this person this week and
engaging them in a spiritual conversation. Let them know that you have been
praying for them, and invite them to get together soon, if this is physically possible.
Don’t let unbelief rob you of the opportunity to be used by God in a big way.

Day 9
Monday, January 14, 2019

Day 6
Friday, January 11, 2019

Scripture of the Day: Genesis 18-19
Scripture of the Day: Genesis 16-17
Daily Prayer Focus: Membership of Fellowship– families, marriages, financial
wisdom, health, ministry, reaching full potential in obedience to Christ
Abraham and Sarah have some visitors who bring good news -that Sarah laughs at –
and bad news. God is good to his promise of a child to bless the nations through, but
he is also good to his word to destroy the wicked city of Sodom.
The story of Sodom and Gomorrah is tough. The judgment of God is a harsh reality,
yet it is righteous. Sodom and Gomorrah were filled with people who had a hatred
towards God and his ways. These cities were filled with vile behavior and people of
dark and sinful ways. God determined that destruction was the only righteous way
to do with Sodom and Gomorrah.
Interestingly enough, Abraham wanted the salvation of the cities. He asked God for
permission to find righteousness in the midst of the sinfulness of these people. God
agreed that if he could find righteous people in the midst of this city he would spare
it. Abraham could not; yet God spared Abraham’s nephew Lot.

There are several key truths that we need to learn from this passage.
1. The promises of God might at times feel outrageous but that does not make them
impossible…believe.
2. God is always willing to hear your request.
3. God desires that none should perish but all should come to repentance.
4. Do not give up on people living in sin.
5. Don’t look back at the life of sin you leave behind.
Prayer: The People of Fellowship
Who do you need to not give up on? Who is waiting on God’s answer or promise to
come true in their life that needs encouragement?
Pray for those who you know are both waiting for God to move on their behalf and
for those who are in need of return to the Lord. Reach out to them and encourage
them today.

Daily Prayer Focus: Geaux Ascension and ministry volunteers of local missions and
church plants.
God made a covenant with Abram and his barren wife to make him into a great
nation. He was seventy-five years old when he heard this word from God and the
journey that came afterwards was filled with mistrust and impatience. But God
remained faithful to Abram and did just what he set out to do with him. Abram
became Abraham and the world was blessed with a Savior through this covenant.
Often, we look out towards our communities and wonder if God can use us to making
lasting change. Scripture reminds us that God works on behalf of his holy and
righteous name. God has made a renewed covenant through his son Jesus Christ that
the world would be blessed by his church. We have a mission to spread the gospel
that Jesus saves to a lost and dying world. May our church remember his promise and
move in step with God in Ascension parish and beyond.
Pray for Geaux Ascension and our volunteers to see Christ in the impossible task of
serving the broken around us.
Pray that Christ would be gloried in our effort to answer his call to serve.
Pray for more volunteers and strength of current volunteers.

Day 7

Day 8

Saturday, January 12, 2019

Church Service Prayer

Scripture for the Day: Hebrews 11:8-10

Sunday, January 13, 2019

Daily Prayer Focus: Corporate worship time gathering and salvation, commitment,
volunteers

Scripture of the Day: Hebrews 11:17-19

When you step out in faith because of the call God has on you, sometimes there will
be uncertainties.
The ability to talk a good talk about who Jesus is without the availably to go where
He Calls us is inactive faith. Sometimes we can say His name easy, but we fight going
where he calls us to go.

I find it so fitting that Abraham would be recognized in the Hebrews “Hall of Faith.”
God called Abraham to leave his father's house, to leave his home, and to get up and
go to a place that God would show him. God said he would make Abraham into a
great nation, and that all the peoples of the earth would be blessed through him.
What did Abraham do? Did he allow his emotions and feelings about this situation to
dictate his response? No- He believed the promises of God, and acted upon them. He
set his life on them!

1. Faith that is active is not passive
When Abraham received the call to go, he immediately obeyed. I wonder how many
opportunities we have all missed because we decided to be passive on something
God has called us to do.
• God called you to share the gospel with the person around you, but you thought
it might be bad timing
• Maybe God has revealed to you that the relationship you are in is toxic and you
need to leave but you make excuses on why he or she is the only one who
understands
• You really want to go on that foreign mission trip, but you have issues with your
current neighbors
Passivity is always the result of weak faith
2. Partial obedience is disobedience
If you’re only obedient in some things you’re disobedient in all things
Jesus said “If you love me you’ll obey my commandments” - John 14:15. I’m glad
Jesus wasn’t half obedient - What If he had only died but never resurrected? We
would all be doomed! Jesus changed the world because he was fully obedient!
Abraham didn’t delay leaving for a new destination nor did he pull back when God
told him to sacrifice his son. Though both were very hard to do…he had active faith.
This is the moment for us to pray that God would empower us to have active faith in
all endeavors.

Then God told Abraham he would be the father of many nations- a people that
outnumbered the stars in the sky. But yet, he was old and impotent. All his senses
were telling him, this can’t be. Yet he trusted. And at 100 years old he had a son,
Isaac.
Then God told Abraham- I want you to sacrifice your son Isaac as an offering to me. If
there’s ever a time for an “emotional conversation,” I think I’d have it right then. If
feelings ever dictated my faith- I think I’d struggle there. But the Bible says Abraham
arose the next morning and started preparing wood for the sacrifice. He did not
question God at all. How can this be? In our human eyes, Abraham appears way too
eager to kill his son. But Hebrews 11:19 explains Abraham's heart. It says Abraham
“considered that God was able even to raise Isaac from the dead.” In other words,
Abraham remembered and trusted God's promise that Isaac would be the son
through whom His promise would be fulfilled. He knew beyond any doubt that even
if Isaac should be killed, God would raise him from the dead, because all the
promises of God are sure. He did not waver in unbelief, but he fixed his eyes on the
promise, resulting in a firm resolve to obey God no matter what.
Paul says of Abraham in Romans 4, that “He never staggered through unbelief; but
was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded that, what he had
promised, he was able also to perform.” You couldn’t change his mind.
Let me ask you- can your mind be changed? Or like Abraham, will you say...I may not
see it. I may not feel it. Oh, but I know it. God will do exactly what He said He will do.
And I will trust him.

