
Dear First Church Friends, 

 

The devastating images from the destruction of Hurricane Harvey have been heart 

wrenching.  There have been moments this week that I have wondered, “Is there 

something I can do?  I feel so helpless and my prayers seem so inadequate.”  It is dur-

ing times like these that I am grateful that the United Methodist Church is a connec-

tional church.  Through UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) our church 

is actively present with flood victims.  UMCOR works with local and state emergency 

management, FEMA and other volunteers to be a part of a well coordinated effort to 

bring help to those affected by this disaster. 

 

I invite you to stand with our neighbors on the Gulf Coast.  Your gifts to UMCOR en-

sure that our church will be able to provide help and hope for those left homeless or 

otherwise affected by this disaster for years to come.  It’s easy to donate by simply 

following this link to the Western North Carolina Conference website  

www.wnccumc.org. 

 

Last week I preached on the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves & fishes.  It 

seems like such a timely message now.  The gifts we give to UMCOR may seem like 

tiny drops of compassion that we’re placing into this massive flood of loss but we trust 

that God will, in a miraculous way, use these small gifts to bring great healing, hope 

and strength.  Every prayer we offer and every dollar that we give can become an ex-

pression of God’s love.    Thank you for being part of the miracle! 

 

With deep joy, 

Willis 

 

 

P.S.  If you’re an adult over the age of 65, the Vision Team and Church Council would 

like to hear from you at a Listening Session next Sunday, September 10 at 5:00pm.  

Come and share your hopes and dreams for this great church!  Questions for you to 

consider will be provided beforehand so please RSVP by Thursday, September 7 to 

the church office at 464.8422 or by e-mailing Ann Cook at annmcook@gmail.com.    


