
Dear First Church Friends, 

 

As we watched the images of Charlottesville this week, many of us were 

saddened and angered by the violent protests.  Some of us may have even 

thought, well, that’s not me.  I’m not part of a white supremacist group.  I 

would never participate in that kind of display of hatred. 

  

I’ve borrowed this week’s subject line from Michele Perry.  Perry is a 

Christian author who served for six years as a missionary in South Sudan.  

On her August 14 blog she wrote about the violence in Charlottesville.  

She specifically addressed how some well intentioned people miss the 

point when they assume that they have nothing to do with systematic in-

justice.  She challenged us to face the reality of sin in each of us.  She 

wrote, “Have we ever harbored a thought about someone who is different 

than we are that was less than loving?  Then it is absolutely on all of us.  

Change starts IN us before it can ever happen through us.  We need to call 

one another higher.  Especially those of us who say we follow Jesus.  

These are the watershed moments where we can choose to see, to speak, 

to become the conversation changers that shape the world of tomorrow. 

 

Her words sound similar to the words of our own Bishop Paul Leland who 

said, “Hopefully, this will be a time where our congregations begin to re-

flect on the importance of having people of faith acknowledge the place 

where the church intersects with the critical needs of our communities.  

We cannot allow silence … to be interpreted as indifference on our part.”   

 

First Church, let’s not be silent.  Let’s speak a word of love and denounce 

hatred.  Let’s teach tolerance and work toward an integrated society.  Let’s 

lay aside our fears and differences and join with the whole community in 

prayer.  Please join me this Sunday afternoon at the court square in New-

ton at 5:00pm for a Prayer Vigil led by Rev. Willetta Ar-Rahmaan, pastor 

of St. Paul UMC.  We will walk to the Judicial Building praying and sing-

ing as a sign of our unity and as a stand against hatred and violence.  This 

is what love looks like, here in Newton, North Carolina. 

   

Peace, 

Willis 


